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| E 80805 of this 133 which not 
long ſince exerciſed your Patience, 
Worthy SENATORS, was not to con- 
tend for this or that Opinion; but * — 
perſuade Men to the Life of Chri/t, as 
Pithy and Kernel of all REL1G10N. / Fox ag 
which, I may boldly ſay, all the ſeveral 
Forms of Religion in the World, though we 
pleaſe ourſelves never ſo much in KW are 
but ſo many ſeveral Dreams. And thoſe 
many "Opinions about Religion, that are 
every where ſo cagerly contended for, where 
this doth not lie at the Bottom, are but ſo 
y. Shi s fighting with one another: 
Wherefore I could not think any Thing elſe, 
either more neceſſary for Chriſtians in gene 
ral, or more ſeaſonable at this Time, than 
to ſtir them up to the real Eſtabliſhment of 
the Righteouſneſs: of Go in their Hearts, 
and that Participation of the Divine Nature, 
which the Apoftle ſpeaketh of. That fo 
might not content themſelves with mere 
Conceits of Cbriſ, wirhout the Spirit of 
| p really dwelling. in * and Chriſt 
A- 3 Him- 


vi DEDICATION to the . 


Himſelf bend formed in their date 


Nor ſatisfy themſelves with the mere holding 


of right and orthodox Opinions, whilſt —_ 


are utterly devoid of that Divine Life, whic 

Chriſt came to kindle in Mens Souls; and 
therefore are ſo apt to ſpend all their Zeat 
upon a violent obtruding their own Opini- 
ons upon others: Which, beſides its Re- 
pugnancy to the Doctrine and Example of 
Chrift, is like to be the Bellows, that will 
blow a perpetual Fire of Diſcord in Chriſtian 
Common-wealths; whilſt, in the mean Time, 


theſe hungry and ſtarved Opinions devour 


all the Lite and Subſtance of Religion, as 
the lean Kine in Pharaoh's Dream did eat 
up the Fat. Nor, laftly, pleaſe themſelves 
only in the violent oppoling of other Mens 
Superſtitions, without ſubſtituting in the 
Room of them an inward Principle of Spi- 


rit and Life in their own Souls. For I fear 


many of us, that pull down Idols in Church- 
es, may fet them up in our Hearts; and 
whilſt we quarrel with painted Glaſs, make 
no Scruple at all of entertaining many foul 


Luſts in our Souls, and committing con- 


tinual Idolatry with them. 


Pnts, in 


your good Acceptance of, but alſo to give 
a real Signification of your great undeſerved 
| — to the Author of it. Who there- 


fore 


general, was the Deſign of this 
following Diſcourſe, which you were pleaſ- 
ed, noble SENATORS, not only to expreſs - 
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fore cannot but, as the leaſt Expreſſion of 
his Thankfulneſs, humbly devote it to You; 
preſenting it here again to your Eye in the 
ſame Form, in which it was delivered to 
your Ear. Deſirous of Nothing more, than 
that it may be ſome Way uſeful to you, to 
kindle in you the Life and Heat of that, 
which is endeavoured here to be deſcribed 
upon Paper, that you may expreſs it, both 
in your private Converſations, and likewiſe 
in your publick Employments for the Com- 


I Hav but one Word more, if you pleaſe 
to give me Leave; That after your Care 
for the Advancement of Religion, and the 
publick Good of the Commonwealth, you 
would think it worthy of you to promote 
ingenuous Learning, and caſt a favourable 
Influence upon it. I mean not that only 
which furniſheth the Pulpit, which you 
ſeem to be very regardful of; but that, 
which is more remote from ſuch popular 
Uſe, in ſeveral Kinds of it, which yet are 
all of them both very ſubſervient to Reli- 
gion, and uſeful to the Commonwealth. 
There is indeed a euleraidua, as the Phi- 
loſopher tells us, a baſtardly Kind of Li- 
terature, and a thrudavpes yreows, as the Apo- 
ſtle inſtructeth us, a Knowledge faiſly ſo called; 
which deſerve not to- be pleaded for. But 
the Improvement of our Underſtanding in 

the true Contemplation of the Wiſdom, 


vin DEDICATION fe e 


Goodneſs, and other Attributes of Gop, 
in this great Fabrick of the Univerſe, can- 
not eaſily be diſparaged, without a Blemiſh 
caſt upon the Maker of it. Doubtleſs, we 
may as well enjoy that, which Gop hath 
communicated of Himſelf to the Creatures, 


by this larger Faculty of our Underſtand- 


ings, as by thoſe narrow Faculties of our 
Senſes; and yet No- body counts it unlawful 
to hear a Leſſon played upon the Lute, or 


to ſmell at a Roſe. And theſe raiſed Im- 


provements of our natural Underſtandings 
may be as well ſubſervient to a Divine Light 
in our Minds, as the natural Uſe of theſe 
doutward Creatures to the Life of Gon in our 
Hearts. Nay, all true Knowledge doth of 
itſelf tend to Gon; who is the Fountain of 
it, and would ever be raiſing of our Souls 
up upon its Wings: thither, did not we 

_ xaT3x:wv i AÜç, detain it, and hold it down, 
in Unrighteouſueſs, as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh. 
All Philoſophy to a wiſe Man, to a truly 
ſanctified Mind, as he in Plutarch ſpeaketh, 
is but Matter for Divinity tu work upon. Re- 
5 is the Queen of all thoſe Endowments 
the Soul; and all pure natural Knowledge, 
all Virgin and undeflower'd Arts and Sci- 
ences, are her Hand-maids, that riſe up, 
and call her Bleſſed. I need not tell you, 
how much even the Skill of Languages con- 


can 


CO *% > Wy, TY = £5 


— 2 2 


og CL 


. 


Prayer of, 


Hon. Hous E of CoMMons. ix 


can poſſibly be ignorant of that, which have 


but once heard of a Tranſlation of the Bible. 
The Apoſtle exhorteth private Chriſtians to 
Whatſoever Things are lovely, whatſoever Things 
are of good Report, if there be any Virtue, if 

there be any Praiſe, to think on thoſe Things: 
And therefore it may well become you, no- 
ble GENTLEMEN, in your publick Sphere, 
to encourage ſo noble a Thing as Knowledge 
is, which will reflect ſo much Luſtre back 

upon yourſelves. That Gop would direct 
you in all your Councils, and till bleſs 
you, and proſper you in all your ſincere En- 
deavours for the publick Good, is the hearty 


Wer moſt humble Servant, 
RALPH CUDWORTH. 


Dei Mercurii ultimo Martii, 1647. 
RperED by the Commons aſſembled in Parliament: 
That Sir Hexrxy MiLDMarY, de from this Houſe 
ve Thanks unto Mr. CupworTH, for the great 
Pains be took, in the 8x RMO he preached on this Day at 
Margarets Weſtminſter, before the Houſe of Commons, 
(it being a Day of Publick Humiliation ) and that he do 
defire him to print his SERMON. | 


H. Ersyxc, Cler. Parl. D. Com. 
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And hereby we do know that we Rnou 
Him, if we keep bis Commandments... 
He that ſaith, I know Him, and keep- 
erh not his Commandments, is a Liar, 
and the Truth is not in him. 


E have much Enquiry concerning Know- 
ledge in theſe latter Limes. The Sons of 
Adam are now as buſy as ever himſelf was, about 
the Tree of Knaewledge,. of Good and Evil, thaking 
the Boughs of it, and Scrambling for the Fruit: 
Whilſt, I fear, many are too unmindful of the 
Tree of Life. And though there be now no Cheru- 
bims with their flaming Swords, to fright Men 
off from it; yet the Way that leads to it ſeems to be 
ſolitaty and untrodden, as if there were but few that 
had any Mind to Taſte of the Fruit of it. There 
be many, that ſpeak of new Diſcoveries of Truth, 
| of Dawnings of Goſpel-light; and no Queſtion, 
but Gop hath reſerved much of this for the very 
Evening and Sun- ſet of the World, for in the latter 
Days — ſhall be encreaſed : But yet I wiſh 
whilſt we talk of Light, and diſpute about Truth, 
we could walk more as Children off the Light. 

Whereas if ere, Rule be good here in the 
Text, that no Man truly knows Chri/t, but he that 
keepeth, his Commandments; it is much to be ſuſ- 
pected, many of us, which pretend to Light, have 
2 thick and gloomy Darkneſs W 


uls. 
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Souls. There. be now many large Volumes and | 
Diſcourſes written concerning Chri#, "Thouſands | 
of Controverſies: diſcuſſed; ſo that our bookith | 
Chriſtians, that have all their Religion in Writings | 
and Papers, think they are now compleatly fur- 
niſhed with all Kind of Knowledge concerning 
Ghrift; and when they ſee all their Leaves lying 
about them, they think they cannot poſſibly miſs of | 
the Way to Heaven ; as if Religion were nothing | 
but a little Book-craft, a mere Paper hl. But if | 
St. John's Rule here be good, we muſt not judge of | 
our knowing of Chrift, by our Skill in Books and | 
Papers, but by our keeping his Commandments. | 
And that I fear will diſcover many of us (notwith- | 
ſtanding all this Light which we boaſt of round us) | 
to.have nothing but Egyptian Darkneſs within up- | 
on our Hearts. The Vulgar think they know Chr:/? | 
enough, out of their Creeds and Catechiſms ; and | 
if they have but a little acquainted themſelves with | 
theſe, and like Parrots conned the Words of them, | 
they doubt not but they are ſufficiently inſtructed | 
in the Myſteries of the Kingdom of Heaven. Many | 
of the more Learned, if they can but Wrangle and 
Diſpute about Chri/ff, imagine themſelves to be 
town great Proficients in the School of -Chri/?. 
The greateſt Part of the World, whether learned 
or unlearned, think, that there is no Need of 
Purging and Purifying their Hearts, for the right | 
Knowledge of Chri and his Goſpel; but though | 
their Lives be never ſo wicked, their Hearts never 
ſo foul within, yet they may know Chri/t ſuffici- 
ently out of their Treatiſes and Diſcourſes, out of 
their mere Syſtems and Bodies of Divinity; which 
L deny not to be Uſeful in a ſubordinate Way: Al- 
though our Saviour preſcribed his Diſciples another 
Method, to come to the right Knowledge of Di- | 
vine Truths, by Doing of Gop's Will ; he that will 
do my Father's Mill (faith He) l knew of the Doc- 
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| trine whether it be of GOD. He is a true Chri/tian 
indeed, not that is only Bzok-Taught, but that is 
Gop- Taught; he that hath an Un#:9n from the 2:ly 
One that teacheth him all Things; he that hath the 
Spirit of Chriſt within him, that /earcheth out the 
deep Things of Gon : Vor as no Man knoweth the 
Things of a Man, ſave the Spirit of Man which is 
in him, even fo the Things of Gon knaweth no Man 
but the Spirit of God. Ink and Paper can never 
make us Chriſtians, can never beget a new Nature 
in us; can never form Chriſt, or any true Notions 
of ſpiritual Things in our Hearts. The Goſpel, 
that new Law which Chr:/t delivered to the World, 
it is not merely a Letter without us, but a guicken- 
ing —_ within us. Cold Theorems and Maxims, 
dry Diſputes and Reaſonings, could never yet of 
themſelves beget the leaſt Glimpſe of true heavenly 
Light, the leaſt Sap of ſaving Knowledge in any 
Heart. All this is but the Groping of the poor dark 
Spirit of Man after Truth, to find” it out with his 
own Endeavours, and feel it with his own cold and 
benumbed Hands. Words and Syllables which are 
but dead Thing cannot poſſibly convey the livin 
Notions of heavenly Truths to us. The ſecret Myl- 
teries of a divine Life, of a new Nature, of Chriſt 
formed in our Hearts; cannot be written or ſpoken, 
Language cannot reach them; neither can they e- 
ver be truly underſtood, except the Soul itſelf be 
kindled from within, and awakened into the Life 
of them. A Painter that would draw a Roſe, tho 
he may flouriſh ſome Likeneſs of it in Figure and 
Colour, yet he can never paint the Fragancy; or if 
he would draw a Flame, he cannot put a conſtant 
Heat into his Colours; he cannot make his Pencil 
drop a Sound, as the Echo in the Epigram mocks 
at him. vis ſimilem pingere, pinge ſonum. All 
the Skill of cunning Artizans and Mechanicks, can- 
not put a Principle of Life into a Statue of their 
Vol. XVII. ä o wn 
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own making, Neither are we able to encloſe in 
Words and Letters, the Life, Soul, and Eſſence of 
any-ſpiritual Truths; and as it were to incorporate 
it in them. Some Philoſophers have determined, 
that apes is not dd ax Virtue cannot be Taught 
by any certain Rules or Precepts. Men and Books 
may propound ſome Directions: to us, that may ſet 
us in ſuch a Way of Life and Practice, as in which 
we ſhall at laſt find it within ourſelves, and be ex- 
perimentally acquainted with it: But they cannot 
Teach it us like a mechanick Art or Trade. No 
ſurely, there is a Spirit in Man; and the Inſpiration 
o the Almighty giveth this Under/tanding. But we 

all not meet with this Spirit any where, but in 
the Way of Obedience; the Knowledge of Chr:/?, 
and the Keeping of his Commandments, muſt al- 
2 go together, and be mutual Cauſes of one a- 


g Herely We know that we bnow Him, if we keep 
his Commandments | [en Tipe 


He that ſayeib, I know Him, and heepeth not his 
| Commandments, is a Liar, and the Truth is not 
In him. it b In Rib u tors 


Ico uz now unto theſe Words themſelves, I 
{ball not need to force out any Thing from them; 
I ſhall only take Notice of ſome few Obſervations, 
which drop from them of their own Accord, and 
then conclude with ſome Application- of them to 
ourſelves. "I 


FiRsT then, If this be the right Method of diſ- 
covering our Knavledge of Chriſt, by our kerping 
of his Commandments ; then we may ſafely dratu Con- 
cluſrons concerning our State and Condition, from the 


Conformity of our Lives to the Will of Chriſt. Would 


We 
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| we know whether we know Chri/t aright, let us 


conſider whether the Life of Chriſt be in us: He 
that hath not the Life of Chriſt in him, hath no- 
thing but the Name of Chri/t, not the Subſtance. 
He that builds his Houſe upon this Foundation; 
not an airy Notion of Chri/t ſwimming in his Brain, 
but Chrift-dwelling and living in his Heart; as our 
Saviour Himſelf witneſſeth, burzldeth his Houſe upon 
a Rock; and when Floods come, and Winds blow, 
and the Rain deſcends, and beats upon it, it ſhall 
ſtand Impregnable. But he that builds all his Com- 
fort upon an ungrounded Perfuaſton, that Go p 
from all Eternity hath loved him; and ſeeketh not 
for Gop really dwelling in his Soul; he builds his 
Houſe upon a Quickſand, and it ſhall ſuddenly fir k 
and be ſwallowed up: His Hope ſhall be ef and 
his Truft ſhall be a Spiders Web ; he ſhall lean upen 
his Houſe, but it ſhall not fland, he fhall hold it faft 
but it ſhall not endure. Weare no where command- 
ed to pry into theſe Secrets, but the Advice given 
us, is, to mate our Calling aud Hlection ſure. We 
have no Warrant in Seripture, to peep into theſe 
hidden Rolls of Eternity, and to make it our firſt 
Thing that we do when we come to Chri/?, to per- 
ſuade ourſelves that we are elected to everlaſting 
Happineſs ;- before we ſee the [mage of Gov, in 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, / ſhaped in our 
Hearts. God's everlaſting Decree, is too dazling 
an 3 for us at firſt to ſet our Eyes upon: It is 
far eaſier and ſafer for us to look upon the Rays of 
his Goodneſs and Holineſs, as they are reflected in 
our own Hearts; and there to read the mild and 
gently Characters of Gop's Love to us, in our 
ove to Him, and our hearty Compliance with his 
heavenly Will: As it is ſafer for us if we would 
ſee the Sun, to look upon it here below in a Pail 
of Water; then to caſt up our daring Eyes upon 
the Body of the Sun 8 which is too Radiant 
0 2 and 
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16 A SERMON preached before the 
and Scorching for us. Thoſe divine Purpoſes, what- 


ſoever they be, are altogether unſearchable by us; 


they lie wrapt in everlaſting Darkneſs, and cover- 
ed in a deep Abyſs; who is able to Fathom the 
Bottom of them?! Let us not therefore make this 
our firſt Attempt towards GoD and Religion, to 
perſuade ourſelves ſtrongly of theſe everlaſting 
crees: For if at our firſt Flight we aim ſo high, 
we ſhall haply but ſcorch our Wings, and be ſtruck 
back with Lightning, as thoſe Giants of old were, 
that would needs attempt to invade Heaven. The 
Way to obtain a full Aſſurance of our Title to 


Heaven, is not to Clamber up to it, by a Ladder 


of our own ungrounded Perſuaſions; but to dip as 


low as Hell by dane in out Hearts. We mult 


eraCabe dre and aaree due dro, as the Greek Epi- 
gram ſpeaks, aſcend detuntbard, and deſcend upturd; 
if we would indeed come to Heaven. The moſt 


triumphant Confidence of a' Chriſtian, riſeth ſafely 


and ſurely upon this low Foundation, that lies deep 


under Ground; and there ſtands firmly and ſted- 
faſtly. When our Heart is once tuned into a Con- 
formity with the Word of Gop, when we feel our 
Will, perfectly to concur, with his Will, we ſhall 
then preſently perceive a Spirit of Adoption within 
ourſelves, teaching us to cry Abba, Father. We 
ſhall not then care for peeping into thoſe hidden 
Records of Eternity, to-ſee whether our Names be 


written there: No, we ſhall find a Copy of Gon's 


Thoughts concerning us, written in our own 


Breaſts. There we may read the Characters of his 


Favour to us; there we may feel an inward Senſe 
of his Love to us, flowing out of our hearty and 
unfained Love to Him. And we ſhall be more un- 


F 888 of it, than if any of thoſe 


winged Maichmen above, that are privy to Hea- 
ven's Secrets, ſhould come to tell us; that they faw 
our Names enrolled in thoſe Volumes of E ternity. 

- | Whereas 
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Whereas on the Contrary ; though we ſtrive to per- 
ſuade ourſelves never fo confidently, that Gop from 
all Eternity hath. elected us to Life and Happineſs; 
if we do yet, in the mean Time, entertain any Ini- 
quity within our Hearts, and willingly cloſe with 


pay Luft; do what we can, we ſhall find many a 
cold 


Qualm every now and then ſeizing upon us. 
The leaſt inward Luſt willingly continued in, will 
be like a Norm, fretting the Gourd of our Conh- 
dence, and preſumptuous Perſuaſion of Gop's Love, 
and always Enawing at the Root of it; and though 
we ſtrive to keep it alive, and continually beſprin- 
kle it with ſome Dews of our own; yet it will al- 
ways be dying and withering in our Boſoms. But 
a good Conſcience within, will be better to a 
Chriſtian, then Health to his Navel, and Marrow 
to his Bones; it will be an everlaſting Cordial to his 
Heart; it will be ſofter to him than a Bed of Down, 
and he may ſleep ſecurely upon it, in the Midſt of 
raging and tempeſtuous Seas; when the Winds 
bluſter, and the Waves beat round about him. A 
good Conſcience, is the beſt Looking Glaſs of Hea- 
ven; in which the Soul may ſee Gop's Thoughts 
and Purpoſes concerning it, as ſo many ſhining 
Stars reflected to it. Hereby we know that we know 
Chriſt, hereby we know that Chriſt loves us, if we 
keep his Commandments. 


SECONDLY, If hereby we know that we know 
Cbriſt, by our keeping his Commandments ; then. 
the Knowledge of Chrilt does not conſiſt in a few bar- 
ren Notions, im certain dry and ſapleſs Opinions. 
Chri/t came not into the World to fill our Heads 
with Speculations ; to kindle a Fire of Wrangling 
amongſt us, and to warm our Spirits againſt one 
another with angry and peeviſh Debates, whilſt in 
the mean Time our Hearts remain all Ice towards 
Gop, and have not the leaſt Spark of true heavenly 

"MY Fire 
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Fire to melt them, Chr:i/? came not to poſſeſs our 
Brains only with ſome cold Opinions, that ſend 
down nothing but a h and benumming In- 
fluence upon our Hearts. He is the beſt Chriſlian 
whoſe. Heart beats with the trueſt Pulſe towards 
Heaven; —not he whoſe Head ſpinneth out the 
fineſt Cobwebs. Surely the Way to Heaven that 
Chrift hath taught us, is plain and eaſy, if we have 
but honeſt Hearts: We need not many Criticiſms, 
many School-Diſtinctions, to come to the right 
Underſtanding of it. No Man ſhall ever be kept 
out of Heaven, for not comprehending Myſteries 
that were beyond the Reach of his ſhallow Under- 
ſtanding; if he had but an honeſt and good Heart, 
that was ready to comply with Chri/”s Command- 
ments. Say not in thine Hears. who ſhall aſcend into 
Heaven © That is with high Speculatious to bring 
down Chrift from thence : Or, who ſhall deſcend 
into the Alyſs beneath ? That is with deep ſearchin 
Thoughts to fetch up Chriſt from thence : But lo! 
the Word is nigh thee, even in thy Mouth, and in 
thy Heart. But I with it were not the Diſtemper 
of our Times, to make Men ſolicitous about this 
and that Opinion; whilit in the mean Time 
there is no Care taken about #eep;ng Chriſt's Com- 
mandments, and being renewed in our Minds ac- 
cording to the Image of Gop, in Righteouſneſs 
and true Holineſs. We ſay, la, here is Chriſt, and 
lo, there is Chriſt, in theſe and theſe Opinions; 
whereas in Truth, Chri/t is neither here, nor there, 
nor any where; but where the Spirit of Chri/t, 
where the Life of Chri/t is. Do we not now a- 
Days open and lock up Heaven, with the private 
Key of this and that Opinion of our own ? And if 
any one ſerve Gop, with Faith and a pure Con- 
ſcience, that yet ſkills not of ſome contended for 
Opinions; he hath not the Shibboleth, he hath not 
the true Watch-word ; he muſt not paſs the Guards 
5 Wh into 


Hon. HousE of CoOMMoNs, 19 


into Heaven. Whereas every true Chri/tian finds: 
the leaſt Dram of hearty Affection towards Gon, 
to be more cordial and ſovereign to his Soul, than 
all the /peculative Notions and Opinions in the World. 
And though he ſtudy alſo to inform his Under- 
ſtanding aright, and free his Mind from all Error; 
yet it is nothing but the Life of Chri/t deeply rooted 
in his Heart, which is the Elixir that he feeds upon. 
Had he all Faith that he could remove Mountains, (as 
St. Paul ſpeaks) had he all Knowledges, all Tongues- 
and Languages; yet He priſeth one Dram of Love 
beyond them all. He accounteth him that feeds 
upon mere Netions in Religion, to be but an airy. 
and Camelion-like Chriftian. He findeth himſelf 
now otherwiſe rooted and centered in Gor, than 
when he did before meerly contemplate and gaze 
upon him: He taſteth and reliſheth Gop within 
himſelf, he hath a Saveur of Him; whereas before 
he did but rove and gueſs at random at Him. He 
feeleth himſelf ſafely anchored in GoD, and will 
not be diſſuaded from it; though perhaps he ſkill 
not many of thoſe Subtiities, which others make 
the Alpha and Omega of their Religion. It waswell 
ſpoken by a noble Philoſopher, //i:hout Virtue Gon 
is an empty Name : ſo without Obedience to Ghri/?'s 
Commandments, withoutthe Life of Chriſt dwelleth 
in us, whatfoever Opidions we entertain of Him, 
Chriſt is only named by us, He is not 4nown. I ſpeak 
not here againſt a free and ingenuous Enquiry in- 
to all Truth, according to our ſeveral Abilities 
and Opportunities ; I plead not for the enthralling 
our Judgments to the Dictates of Men, I do not 
diſparage the natural Improvement of our Under- 
danding by true Knowledge: But the Thing I aim 
againſt is, the diſpiriting the Life and Vigour of 
our Religion, by dry Speculations, and making it 
nothing but a mere dead Skeleton of Opinions, a 
few dry Bones without any Fleſh and Sinews tyed 
| up 
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up together: And miſplacing all our Zeal upon 
theſe, which ſhould be ſpent to better Purpoſe upon 


other Objects. Knowledge indeed is a Thing far 


more excellent than Riches, outward Pleaſures, 
worldly Dignities, or any Thing elſe beſides Holi- 
neſs : but yet our Happineſs conſiſteth not in it, 
but in a divine Temper and Conſtitution of Soul 
which is far above it. But it is a Piece of that Cor- 
ruption that runneth through human Nature, that 
we naturally prize Knowledge more than Holineſs. 
We think it a gallant Thing to be fluttering up to 
Heaven with our Wings of Knowledge and Spe- 
culation : Whereas the higheſt Myſtery of a divine 


Life here, and of perfect Happineſs hereafter, con- 
ſiſteth in nothing but mere Obedience to the Di- 


vine Will. Happineſs is nothing but that inward' 


ſweet Delight, that will ariſe from the harmonious. 


Agreement between our Wills and Gop's Will. 


There is nothing contrary to GoD in the whole 


World, nothing that fights againſt Him but Se//- 


will, This is the ſtrong Caſtle, that we all keep 
garriſon'd againſt Heaven in every one of our 
rts, which Gop continually layeth Siege unto : 


And it muſt be conquered and demoliſhed, before 
we can conquer Heaven. It was by this Se/f-wwill,. 
that Adam fell in Paradiſe; that thoſe glorious An- 
gels, thoſe Aforning-Stars, kept not their firſt Sta- 


tion, but dropt down from Heaven like falling 


Stars, and ſunk into this Condition of Bitterneſs, 
Anxiety, and Wretchedneſs. They all intangled 


themſelves with the Length of their own Wings, 


they would needs Will otherwiſe than Gop would 
Will in them: And going about to make their 


Wills wider; the more they ſtrugled, they found 
themſelves the faſter pinioned; in ſo much that 


now they are not able to uſe any Wings at 


. all, but inheriting the Serpents Curſe, can only 
creep with their Bel{izs upon the Earth. Now our 
only 
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only Way to recover Gop and Happineſs again, 
is not to ſoar up with our Underſtandings, but to 
deſtroy this Se/f-will of ours: And then we ſhall 
hnd our Wings to grow again, our Plumes fairly 
ſpread, and ourſelves raifed aloft into the free Air 
of perfect Liberty, which is perfect Happineſs, 
There is nothing in the whole World able to do 
us Good or Hurt, but Gop and our own Will; 
neither Riches nor Poverty, nor Diſgrace nor Ho- 
nour, nor Life nor Death, nor Angels nor De- 
vils; but willing or not willing as we ought to do. 
Should Hell itſelf caſt all its fiery Darts againſt us, 
if our Mill be right, if it be informed by the di- 
vine Will; they can do us no Hurt; we have then, 
(if I may ſo ſpeak) an inchanted Shield that is im- 
penctrable, and will bear off all. Gop will not 
hurt us, and Hell cannot hurt us, if we will no⸗ 
thing but what Gop wills. Nay, then we are acted 
by Gop Himſelf, and the whole Divinity floweth 
in upon us; and when we have caſhired this Se/f- 
will, which did but ſhackle and confine our s, 
our Wills ſhall then become truly free, being 
widened and enlarged to the extent of God's own 
Will. Herely we know that we know. Chriſt in- 
deed, not by our ſpeculative Opinions concerning 
Him, but by our keeping bis Commandments. 


THiRDLy, If hereby we are to judge whether 
we truly now Chriſt, by our #2eping his Command 
ments ; ſo that he that faith he knoweth Him, and 
leepeth not his Gommandments, is a Liar; then, 
this was not the Deſign of the Goſpel, to give the 
Marid an Indulgence to Sin, upon what Pretence ſo- 
wer. Though we are too prone to make ſuch Miſ- 
conſtructions of itz as if Gop had intended no- 
thing elſe in it, but to dandle our corrupt Nature, 
and contrive a ſmooth and eaſy Way for us to come 
to Happineſs, without the toilſome Labour — ſub- 
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duing our ſinful Affections. Or, as if the Goſpel WF 
were nothing elſe but a Declaration to the World, 
of Gop's engaging his Affections from all Eternity, 
on ſome particular Perſons, in ſuch a Manner, that 
He would reſolve to love them, though He never made 
them Partakers of his Holineſs, and tho" they ſhould 
remain under the Power of their Luſts, they | 
ſhould ſtill continue his beloved Ones, and He would 
notwithſtanding, at laſt bring them undoubtedly to 
Heaven. Which is nothing clfe, but to make the | 
Gop that we worſhip, an Accepter of Perſons ; and 
one that ſhould encourage that in the World which 
is diametrically oppoſite to GoD's own Life and 
Being. And indeed nothing is more ordinary, than 
for us to ſhape out ſuch monſtrous Notions of Gop 
unto ourſelves, by looking upon Him through the 
coloured Medium of our own corrupt Hearts, and 
baving the Eye of our Soul tinfured by our own 
Lufts. And therefore, becauſe we Mortals can 
fondly Love and Hate, and fometimes, hug the very 
Vices of thoſe to whom our Affections are engaged; 
we are ſo ready to ſhape out a Deity like ourſelves, 
and to faſhion out ſuch a Gop, as will in Chri/t at 
leaſt, hug the very Wickedneſs of the World: And 
in thoſe that be once his own, by I know not what, 
fond Affection, appropriated to himſelf, connive at 
their very Sins, ſo that they ſhall not make the leaſt 
Breach betwixt Himſelf and them. Truly, I know 
not whether of the two, be the worſe Idolatry, for 
a Man to make a God out of a Piece of Il vod, and 
fall down unto it and worſhip it, and ſay, deliver me, 
for thou art my God; or to ſet up ſuch an Idol-God 
of our own Imaginations, faſhioned according to 
the Similitude of our own. Fondneſs and Wicked- 
neſs : And when we ſhould paint out Gop with the 
livelieſt Colours, that we can poſſibly borrow from 
any created Being; to draw Him out thus with the 
blackeſt Coal of our own- corrupt Hearts; and to 
make the very Blots and Blurs of our own Souls, 
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to be the Letters, which we ſpell out his Name by. 
But there is no ſuch Gop as this any where in the 
World, but only in ſome Mens falſe Imaginations, 
who know not all this while, that they look upon 
themſelves inſtead of GoD, and make an Idol of 
Themſelves, which they worſhip and adore for Him; 
being ſo full of themſelves, that whatſoever they ſee 
round about them, even Gop Himſelf they colour 
with their own Tincture. And therefore it is no 
Wonder if Men ſeem more devoutly affected to- 
ward ſuch an imaginary God, than to the true Gop, 
clothed with his own proper Attributes ; ſince it is 
nothing but an Image of Themſelves, which Narci/- 
ſus-like they fall in Love with: No Wonder if they 
kiſs and dandle ſuch a Baby as this, which, like lit- 
tle Children, they have dreſſed up according to their 
own Likeneſs. But God will ever «well in ſpotleſs 
Light, howſoever we paint and disfigure Him here 
below: He will ill be circled about, with his own 
Rays of unſtained and immaculate Glory. And tho? 
the Goſpel be not GoD, as He is in his own 
Brightneſs, but Gop vailed to us, GoD in a State 
of Humiliation, as the Sun in a Rain- Bow; yet it 
is nothing elſe but a clear and unſpotted Mirror of 
divine Holineſs, Goodneſs, Purity; in which At- 
tributes lies the very Life and Eſſence of Gop Him- 
felt. The Goſpel is nothing elſe but Gop deſcending 
into the World in our Form, and converſing with 
us in our Likeneſs ; that he might allure and draw 
us up to Gop, and make us Partakers of his divine 
Form, as Athanaſius ſpeaks, GoD was made Man, 
that he might deify us, that is, (as St. Peter expreſ- 
ſeth it) make us Partakers of the Divine Nature. 
Now, I ſay, the proper Character, and effential 
Tincture f G o bv Himſelf, is nothing elſe but 
Goodneſs. Nay, I may be bold to add, that Gop is 
therefore Gon, becauſe He is the higheſt and moſt 
perfect Good: And Good is not therefore good, — 
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cauſe Gon out of an arbitrary Will of his, would 
have it ſo. Whatſoever Gop doth in the World, 
He doth it as it is ſuitable to the higheſt Goodneſs ; 
the firſt Idea, and faireſt Copy of which is his own 
Effence. Virtue and Holineſs in Creatures, as Plats 
well diſcourſeth, are not therefore Good, becauſe Gop 
leveth them, and will have them be accounted ſuch; 
but rather, Go p therefore loueth them becauſe they 
are in themſelves ſimply Good. It is another Miſtake, 
which ſometimes we have of Gop, by ſhaping Him 


according to the Madel of ourſelves, when we 


make Him nothing but a blind, dark, impetuous 


Self-will, running through the World; ſuch as we 


ourſelves are furiouſly acted with, that have not 
the Ballaſt of abſalute Goodneſs to poiſe and ſettle 
us. That I may therefore come nearer to the Thing 
in Hand: Gop, who is abſolute Goodneſs, cannot 
Love any of his Creatures and take Pleaſure in 
them, without beſtowing a Communication of his 
Goodneſs upon them. GoD cannot make a Gol- 
pel, to promiſe Men Life and Happineſs hereafter, 


without being regenerated, and made Partakers of 


his Holineſs. As ſoon may Heaven and Hell, be re- 
conciled together, and lovingly ſhake Hands with 
one another; as Gop can be fondly indulgent to 
any Sin, in whomſoever it be. As ſoon may Light 
and Darkneſs be eſpouſed together, and Mid- 
Night be married to the Noon-Day ; as Gop can 


de joined in a League of Friendſhip, to any wicked 


TE great Deſign of Gon in the Goſpel, is to 
clear up this Miſt of Sin and Corruption, which we 
are here ſurrounded with: And to bring up his 
Creatures, out of the Shadow of Death, to the Re- 


gion of Light above, the Land of Truth and Ho- 


lineſs. The great Myſtery of the Goſpel is to eſta- 
bliſn a Gead-lite Frame and Diſpoſition of Spirit, 
| | which 
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of Chri/?s Death and 
ſtill remaineth in us with all its Filth and Noiſom- 
_ neſs, but alſo, to convey a powerful and mighty 
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which conſiſts in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, 


in the Hearts of Men. And Chri/t, who is the 


great and mighty Saviour, came on Purpoſe into 
the World; not only to ſave us from Fire and Bri m- 
lone, but alſo to ſave us from our Sins. Chriſt bath 


therefore made an Expiation of our Sins, by his 
Death upon the Croſs, that we being thus delivered 
ot of the Hands of theſe our greateſt Enemies, might 


ſerve Go p without Fear, in Holineſs and Righte- 
ouſneſs before Him, all the Days of our Life. This 


Grace of Go p that bringeth Salvation, hath there- 
fore appeared to all Men, in the Goſpel, that it might 
teach us to deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, and 
that we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in 
this preſent Varld ; looking for that bleſſed Hape, and 
glorious Appearing of the great GoD, and cur Savi- 
our Jeſus Chriſt ; who gave Himſelf for us, that 
He might redeem us from all Inigiuty, and purify 
unto Himſelf a peculiar People, zealous of good Works. 
TR Things I write unto you, ſaith our Apoſtle, a 
little before my Text) that you Sin not: T herein 
expreſſing the End of the whole Goſpel, which is, 
not only to cover Sin, b 2 the purple Robe 

Su erings over it, whilſt it 


Spirit of Holineſs, to cleanſe us, and free us from 
it. And this is a greater Grace of God's to us, than 
the former, which till go both together in the Goſ- 


pel; beſides the free Remiſſion and Pardon of Sin 


in the Blood of Chriſt, the delivering us from the 
Power of Sin, by the Spirit of Chriſt dwelling in 


our Hearts. Chri/t came not into the World only 


to caſt a Mantle. over us, and hide all our filthy 
Sores, from Gop's avenging Eye, with his Me- 
rits and Righteouſneſs, but He came likewiſe, to 
be a Chirurgeon, and Phyſician of Souls, to free 
us from the Filth and Corruption of them; which 
. &VIL 6 is 
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is more grievous and burthenſom, more noiſom 
to a true Chriſtian, than the Guilt of Sin itſelf : 
Should a poor wretched and diſeaſed Creature, that 
is full of Sores and. Ulcers, be covered all over 
with Purple, or cloathed with Scarlet; he would 
take but little Contentment in it, whilſt his Sores, 
and Wounds, remain'd upon him : And he had 
much rather be array'd in Rags, fo he might ob- 
tain but Soundneſs and Health within. "The Goſpel 
is a true Betheſda, a Pool of Grace, where fuch poor, 
lame, and infirm Creatures, as we are, upon the 
moving of God's Spirit in it, may deſcend, not 
only to waſh our Skin, but to be cured of our 
| Dilcaſes within. And whatever the World thinks, 
there is a powerful Spirit that moves upon theſe Va- 
ters, the Waters of the Goſpel, for this new Cre- 
ation, the Regeneration of Souls; the very ſame 
Spirit, that once moved upon the Vaters of the 
Univerſe at the firſt Creation, and ſpreading its 
mighty Wings over them, did hatch the new-born 
World into this Perfection: I ſay, the fame A.- 
- mighty Spirit of Chriſt, ſtill worketh in the Goſ- 
805 ſpreading its gentle, healing, quickening Wings, 
over our Souls. The Goſpel, is not like . and 
-Pharphar, thoſe common Rivers of Damaſcus, that 
: could only cleanſe the outfide ; but it is a true Jor- 
dun, in which ſuch leprous Naamans, as we all are, 
may waſßb and be clean. Bl:ſſed indeed are they, whoſe 
Inigui ies are forgiven, and whoſe Sins are covered. 
15 2 is the Man to whom the LoR D will not im- 
pute Bin But yet, rather bleſſed are they, whoſe 
Dins are removed like a Morning Cloud, and quite 
taken away from them: Blaſſed, thrice bleſſed, are 
they, that' hunger and thir/! after Righteonſneſs, fer 
they hall be ſatisfied * Bleſſed are the Pure in Heart 
© for thiy Pall fee Gor. Our Saviour Chriſt came (as 
John the Baptiſt tells us) with a Fan in his Hand, 
that He might throughlypurge his Floor and gather his 
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Wheat into his Garner: But the Chaff be will burn 


up, with unguenchable Fire. He cams (as the Pro- 


phet Malachy ſpeaks) like a Refiner's Fire, and like 


Fullers Soap; to fit as a Refiner and Purifier of Sil. 
ver, and to purify all the Sons of Levi, and furge 


them as Gold and Silver, that they may offer unto the 
LoRD an Offering in Rightecuſneſs. Chriſt came 
not only to write Holineſs to the LoRD upon 
Aaron's F orehead, and to put his Urim and Thum- 
mim upon his Breaſt-Plate, but this is the Covenant, 
ſaith the LorD, that I will make with them in thoſe 
Days; I will put My Lato into their inward Parts, 
and write it in their Hearts, and I will be their Gop, 
and they ſhall be my People. Gop ſent his own Son 
(faith St. Paul) in the Likeneſs e Pax bl Fleſh, and 
by a Sacrifice for Sin, condemned Sin in the Fleſh : 
That the Righteouſneſs of the Law might be fulfilled 
in us, who walk not after the Fleſh, but after the 
Spirit. The fir/t Adam, as the Scripture tells us, 
brought in a real Defilement, which like a noiſom 
Leproſy, hath overſpread all Mankind: And there- 
fore the Leier, Adam muſt not only fill the World 
with a Conceit of Holineſs; but he muſt really conr 
vey, ſuch an immortal Seed of Grace into the Hearts 
of true Believers, as may prevail ſtill more and 
more in them, till it have at laſt, quite wrought 
out that Poiſon of the Serpent. Cbriſt, that was no- 
thing but Divinity dwelling in a Tabernacle of Fleſh, 

and Gov Himſelf immediately acting a human Na- 
ture, came into the World to kindle here that di- 
vine Life amongſt Men, which is certainly dearer 
unto Go D, than any Thing elſe in the World; 
and to. propagate this celeſtial Fire, from one Heart 
to another, until the End of the World. Neither 
is He, or was He ever abſent from this. Spark of 


his Divinity, kindled amongſt Men, whereſoever 


it be, though He ſeem 2 to be withdrawn from 
us. He is the ſanding, og | nt, inexhauſted F oun- 
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tain of this Divine Light and Heat; that ſtill touch- 
eth every Soul that is enlivened by it, with an out- 
ſtretched Ray, and freely lends his Beams, and 
diſperſeth his Influence to all, from the Beginning 
of the World to the End of it. JY all receive of 
his Fulneſs, Grace fer Grace, as all the Stars in 
Heaven are faid to light their Candfes at the Sun's. 
Flame. For though his Body be withdrawn from 
us, yet by the lively and virtual Contact of his Spi- 
rit, he is always 3 quickning, 
warming, 3 our Hearts. Is Gop power- 
ful to kill and to deſtroy, and is He not powerful 
to ſave? Nay, it is the ſweeteſt Flower in all the 
Garland of his Attributes; it is the richeſt Diamond 
in his Crown of Glory, that He is Mighty to ſave - 
And this is far more magnificent for Him, than 
to be ſtiled, Mighty to deſtroy. For that, except it 
be in the Way of Juſtce, ſpeaks no Power at all, 
but mere Impotency, for the Root of all Power is 
Goodneſs. Or muſt weſay, that Gop indeed is able 
to reſcue us out of the Power of Sin and Satan, 
ven we ſigh and groan towards Him, but yet ſome 
Times to exerciſe his abſolute Authority, his un- 
controllable Dominion, He delights rather in plung- 
ing wretched Souls into infernal Night, and ever- 
laſting Darkneſs? What ſhall we then make the 
(30D of the whole World? Nothing but a cruel and 
dreadful Erynnis, with curled Srakes about his 
Head, and F:rebrands in his Hands, thus govern- 
ing the World? Surely this will make us either ſe- 
cretly to think, that there is no Gop, if He muſt 
be ſuch, or & fe to wiſh, there were none. But 
doubtleſs, Gon will at laſt confute all theſe our 
Miſapprehenſions of Him, caſt the Shame of all our 
ſinful Deficiences upon ourſelves, and vindicate 
his own Glory. In the mean Time let us know, 
that the Goſpel requireth far more of us, than ever 
the Law did; for it requireth a new Creature, a 
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Divina Nature, Chriſt formed in us: But withal, 
it beſtoweth a guickning Spirit, an enlivening Power, 
to enable us, to expreſs that which is required of 
us. Whoſoever therefore truly knows Chriſt, the 
ſame alſo keepeth Chriſt's Commandments. But, he 
that faith, I know Him, and keepeth not his Com- 
mandments, he is a Liar, and the Truth is not in him. 


I nave now done with the Fir Part of m 
Diſcourſe, concerning thoſe Obſervations, which 
ariſe naturally from the Words: I ſhall in the 
next Place, proceed to make ſome general A. 
plication of them, all together. - e 


Now therefore, I beſeech you, let us conſider; 


whether or no we know Chrift: Not by our Ac- 


One with Sy/fems of Divinity; not by our 

ill in Books and Papers; but by our freping of 
Chriſt's Commandments.” All the Books Wri- 
tings which we converſe with, can but repreſent 
Spiritual Objects to our Underſtandings; which 
yet we can never ſee in their true Figure, Co- 
jour, and Proportion, until we have a Divine 
Light within, to irradiate, and ſhine upon them. 
Though there be never ſuch excellent Truths 
concerning Chriſt, and his Goſpel, ſet down in 
Words and Letters; yet they will be but unknown ' 
Characters to us, until we have a /iving Spirit 
within us, that can decypher them: Until the fame 
Spirit, by ſecret Whiſpers in our Hearts, comment 
upon them, which did at firſt indite them: "There | 
are many that underſtand the Greet and Hebrew of 
the Scripture, the 'original Languages in which the 
Text was written; that never underſtood the 


Language of the Spirit. There is a' Fleſh and a 


Spirit, a Body and a Soul, in all the Writings of the 


Scripture: It is but the Flo, and Body of Divine 
Truths, that is printed upon Paper; which many 
. a , Moths 
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Moths of Books and Libraries feed upon; many 
walking Skeletons of Knowledge, that bury and 
entomb 'Fruths, in the living Sepulchres of their 
Souls, do only converſe with: Such as never did 
any elſe, but pick at the mere Bark and Rind of 
Truths, and crack the Shells of them. But there 
is a Soul, and Spirit of Divine Truths, that could 
never yet be congealed into Ink, that could never 
be blotted upon Paper, which by a ſecret Con- 
veyance, paſſeth from one Soul unto another; be- 

ing able to dwell and lodge no where, but in a ſpiri- 
tual Being, in a living Thing; becauſe itſelf is 
nothing but Life and Spirit. Neither can it, 
where it is, expreſs itſelf ſufficiently in Words 
and Sounds, but it will beſt declare and ſpeak 
itſelf in Actions: As the old Manner of Mriting 
among the _ Egyptians was, not by Words, but 
Things. The Life of Divine Truths, is better 
expreſſed in Actions than in Words, becauſe Ac- 
tions are more living Things, than Words; 
Words are nothing but the dead Reſemblances, 
and Pictures of thoſe Truths, which live and 
breathe in Actions: And the Kingdom of Gop (as 
| © the Apoſtle ſpeaketh) conſiſteth nat in Ward, but 
in Lite, and Power. Let us not (I beſeech you) 
judge of our Aubing Chrift, by our ungrounded 
Perſuaſions that Chrijt from all Eternity hath loved 
us, and given Himſelf particularly for us, withous 
the real partaking of the Image of Chriſt in our 
Hearts. The great Myſtery of the Goſpel doth 
not lie only in Chrift without us, (tho! we mult 
know alſo what He. hath done for us] but the 
very Pith and Kernel of it, conſiſts in Chrift in- 
wardly formed in our Hearts. Nothing is truly 
ours, but what lives in our Spirits. Saluatian it- 
ſelf cannot fave us, as long as it is only without 
us; no more than Health can cure us, when it 
is not within us, but ſomewhere at a Diſtance 
: Vs | from 


* 


Eon. HousE of Commons. 31 


from us; no more than Arts and Sciences, whilſt 
they lie only in Books and Papers without us; can 
make us learned. The Goſpel, though it be a 
ſovereign and medicinal Thing in itſelf, yet the. 
mere knowing and believing the Hiſtory of it, 
will do us no Good: We can receive no Vertue, 
from it, till it be inwardly digeſted in our Souls; 
'till it be made ours, and become a living Thing 
in our Hearts. The Goſpel, if it be only with- 
out us, cannot ſave us; no more than that Phy- 
ſician's Bill, could cure the ignorant Patient of. 
his Diſeaſe,. who, when it was commended to- 
him, took the Paper only, and put it up in his 
Pocket, but never drunk the Potion that was pre- 
ſcribed in it. All that Crit did for us in the 
Fleſh, from his lying in a Manger, when He. 
was born, to his bleeding upon the Croſs, will 
not ſave us from our Sins, unleſs Chriſi by his 
Spirit dwell in us. It will not avail us, to be- 
lieve that He was born of a Virgin, unleſs the 
Power of the Maſt High overſhadow our Hearts, 
and beget Him there likewiſe. - It will not profit. 
us, to believe that He died upon the Crofs for us; 
unleſs we be baptrzed into his Death, by the Mor- 
tification. of. all our Luſts; unleſs the old + dan of. 
Sin be crucified in our Hearts. Chrift indeed hath. 
made an Expiation for our Sins upon his Croſs; 
and the Blood of Chriſt is the only ſovereign Bal- 
ſam to free us from the Guilt of them: Bur yet 
beſides the Sprin#ling of the Blood of Chriſt upon 
us, we muſt be made Partakers alſo of his Spirit. 
Chri/tcameinto the World as well to redeem us from 
the Power and Bondage of our Sins, as to ſree us 
from the Guilt of them. | You #now (faith St. Zobn) 
that He was manifeſted, to take away our Sins; 
whoſoever therefore abideth in Him, ſinneth not, 
whoſoever ſinneth, hath not not ſeen nor known Him, 
Lo the End of. Chri/t's Coming into the World, 
Lo a Defign worthy of Gop manifeſted in the 


2 


elſe but a mere windy Birth? 
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Fleſh. Chrift did not take all thoſe Pains; to lay 
aſide his Robes of Glory, and come down hither 
into the World; to enter into a Virgin's Womb; 
to be born in our Shape, and be laid a poor crying 
Infant in a Manger; and having no Form nor 
Comlineſs at all upon Him, to take upon Him the 
Form of a Servant; to undergo an ignominious 
Life, and at laſt to be abandoned to a ſhameful 
Death, a Death upon the Croſs; I fay, He did 
not do all this, merely to bring in a Net:on into 
the World, without producing any real and ſub- 
ſtantial Effect, without the Changing, Mend- - 
ing, and Reforming the World: that Men 
ſhould ſtill be as wicked as they were before, and 
as much under the Power of the Prince of Dark- 
neſs; only, they ſhould not be thought ſo: They 
ſhould ſtill remain as full of all the filthy Sores, 
of Sin and Corruption as before; only, they 
ſhould be accounted whole. Shall Gor come down 
from Heaven, and Pitch a Tabernacle amongſt 
Men? Shall He undertake fuch a huge Deſign, 


and make fo great a Noiſe of _ Something, 


which, when it is all ſummed up, ſhall not at laſt 
amount to a Reality? Surely, Chrift did not un- 
dergo all this to fo little Purpoſe; He would not 
take all this Pains for us, that He might be able 
at laſt, to put into our Hands, nothing but a 
Blank. He toas with Child, He was in Pain and 
Travail, and hath He brought forth nothing but 
Wind? Hath He been delivered of the Eaft Wind? 
Is that great Deſign that was ſo long carried in 
the Womb of Eternity, now proved 3 or 
No ſurely, the End 

of the Goſpel is Life and Perfection, tis a Divine 
Nature, tis a Godlike Frame and Diſpoſition of 
— 'tis to make us Partakers of the Image of 

op in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. Chri/t 


came indeed into the World, to make an Atone- 


ment 
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ment for our Sins, but the End of this was, that 
we might eſchew Sin, that we might forſake ail 
Unrodlimeſs and worldly Luſtt. The Goſpel de- 
clares Pardon 6f Sin to thoſe, that are heavy laden 
vith it, to this End, that it might enliven us to 
new Obedience. Whereas otherwiſe, the Guilt 
of Sin might have detained us in Horror and De- 
ſpair, and ſo have kept us ſtill more ſtrongly un- 
der the Power of it, in diſmal Apprehenſions of 
Gop's Wrath provoked againſt us, and m——_——_ 
falling on us. But Chri/t hath now appeared, 
like a Day-Star with chearful Beams; nay, He is 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs roger ; which hath rifen 
upon the World with his healing Wings, that He 
might chaſe away all thoſe black deſpairing 'I ho'ts. 
But Chriſt did not riſe, that we ſhould play, and 
ſport, with his Light; but that we ſhould do the 
Works Y the Day in it: That we ſhould walk not 
in our N:g#t-cloaths of ſinful Deformity, but clad all 
over with the comely Garments of Light. The 
Goſpel is not big with Child of Fancy, a mere 
Conceit of Righteouſneſs without us, hanging at 
a Diſtance over us; whilſt our Hearts within, are 
nothing but Cages of unclean Birds, nay the Ren- 
dezvous of Fiends of Darkneſs. Holineſs is the 
beſt Thing, that Gop Himſelf can beſtow upon 
us, either in this World, or the World to come. 
True evangelical Holineſs, that is, Chrift formed - 
in the Hearts of Believers, is the very Quinteſſence 
of the Goſpel. And were our Hearts found with- 
in, were there not many thick and dark Fumes 
that did ariſe from thence, and cloud our Under- 
ſtandings, we could not caſily conceive the Sub- 
ſtance of Heaven itſelf, to be any Thing elſe but 
Holineſs, freed from thoſe Encumbrances, that did 
ever clog it here; neither ſhould we wiſh for any 
other Heaven, beſides this. But many of us are. 
like thoſe Children, whoſe Stomachs are ſo _ 
5 | f 2 ated. 
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ated by ſome Diſeaſe, that they think, Aſhes, | 
1 Coal, or any ſuch Traſh, to be more pleaſant 
1 than the moſt wholeſome Food: Such ſickly Ap- 
1 petites have we about theſe ſpiritual Things, that 
anker after I know not what vain Shews of Hap- 
1 pineſs, whilſt in the mean Time we neglect that 
iq which is the only true Food of our Souls, that 
1 is able ſolidly to nouriſh them to ever/a/ting 
Life. Grace is Holineſs militant, Holineſs en- 
cumbred with many Enemies and Difficulties, 
which it ſtill fights againſt, and manfully quits 
itſelf of: And Glory is nothing elſe, but Holineſs 
triumphant; Holineſs with a Palm of Victory in 
her Hand, and a Crown upon her Head. Gon 
FHimſelf cannot make me Ae: if He be. only zoithout 
me; une He give a Participation of Himes 
and his own Likeneſs into my Soul. I mean by Ho- 
lineſs, nothing elſe but Gop /famped, and printed 
upon the Soul. And we may pleaſe ourſelves, with 
what Conceits we will; but ſo long as we are void 
| of this, we do but dream of Heaven; we do but 
i blow up and down an, airy Bubble of our own 
1 Fancies, which riſeth out of the Froth of our 
1} - vain Hearts; we do but court a painted Heaven ; 
i and woo. Happineſs in a Pidture- Whilſt in the 
mean Time, a true and real Hell will ſuck in 
our Souls into it, and ſoon make us ſenſible of a 
falid Wee, and ſul/tantial Mer. Divine Wiſ- 
dom hath fo ordered the Frame of the whole 
| Univerſe, that every Thing ſhould have a proper 
it Place, that ſhould be a Receptacle for it. "Hell 
4 is the Sink of all Sin and Wickedneſs. The ſtrong 
Magick of Nature pulls and draws every Thing 
continually, to that Place which is faitable to it, 
and to which it doth belong; ſo all theſe hea- 
vy Bodies: preſs, downwards, towards the Cen- 
tre of our Earth, being drawn in by it: In like 
Manner Hell whereſoever it is, will by Brgy |; 
7 | vm 
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Sympathy pull in all Sin to itſelf: As true Holi- 
neſs, is always breathing upwards, and flutterin 
towards Heaven, ſtriving to enboſom itſelf wi 
Gop: And it will at laſt undoubtedly be conjoin- 
ed with Him, no diſmal Shades of Darkneſs, can poſſi-- 
= ſtop it in its Courſe; we do but deceive our- 
ſe 
of Sin and Wickedneſs, or elſe that Hemiſphere 


of Darkneſs, in which all Evil moves: And Hea- 


ven is the oppoſite Hemiſphere of Light, the 
bright Orb of Truth, Holineſs, and Goodneſs: 


And we actually in this Life inſtate ourſelves in 


the Poſſeſſion of one or other of them. Take Sin 


and Diſobedience out of Hell, and it will pre- 


ſently clear up, into Light, he as Serenity, 
and ſhine out into a Heaven. Every true Saint 
carrieth his Heaven about with him, in his own 


Heart; and Hell that is without him, can have 


no Power over him. He might ſafely wade thro? 


Hell itſelf, and like the Three Children, paſs thro' 


the Midſt of that fiery Furnace, and yet not at all 
be ſcorched with the Flames of it: He might 
walk through the Falley of the Shadow of Death, 
and yet fear no Evil. Sin is the only Thing in 
the World, that is contrary to Gop: Gop is 
Light, and that is Darkneſs: God is Beauty, 
and that is Deformity. All Sin is direct Rebel- 
lion againſt Gop; and with what Notions ſoever 
we may ſugar it, and ſweeten it, yet Gop can 
never fmile upon it, He will never make a Truce 
with it. Gop declares open War againſt Sin, 
and bids Defiance to it; for it is a profeſſed Ene- 
my to Gop's own Life and Being, Gop which 
is infinite Goodneſs, cannot but hate Sin, which 
is purely evil, and whereſoever it is, will be ſure 
to ſcourge it, and laſh it continually. Gop and 
Sin can never agree together, 2 | 


Tnar, 


ves with Names; Hell is nothing but the Orb 
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. Frar, I may come yet nearer to ourſelves. 
This is the Meſſage, that I have now to declare unto 


you, that Gor: is Light, and in Him is no Darkneſs] 


at all; if we ſay that we have Fellowſhip with Him, 
and walk in Darkneſs, we Lie, and do not the Truth. 
Cbriſt, and the Goſpel are Light, and there is no 
Darkneſs at all in them; if you ay that you know 
Chriſt and his Goſpel, and yet #eep not Chrilt's 
Commandments, but dearly hug your private darling 
Corruptions ; you are Liers, and the Truth is not in 
: you you have no Acquaintance with the Gon of 
vight, nor the Goſpel of Light. If any of you fay, 
that you now Chriſt, and have an Intereſt in Him, 
and yet, (as I fear, too many do) ſtill nouriſh Am- 
bition, Pride, Vain-glory within your Breaſts; har- 
bour Malice, Revenge, and Hatred to your Neigh- 
bours; eagerly ſcramble after this worldly Pelf, and 
make the Strength of your Parts and Endeavours 
ſerve that blind Hammom, the God of this World; 
if you wallow in the filthy Puddle of fleſhly Plea- 
ſures, or if you aim only at yourſelves in your 
Lives, and make yourſe/f the Campaſs by which 
you Sail, and the Star by which you Steer your 
Courſe; deceive not yourſelves, you have neither 
ſeen Chriſt, nor known Him; you are deeply Incor- 
porated, (if I may ſo ſpeak) with the Sprrit of th:: 
Norid, and have no true Sympathy with God and 
Chri/t, no Fellowſhip at all with them. And (I be- 
ſeech you) let us conſider; be there not many of 
us, that pretend much to Ghri/?, that are plainly in 
our Lives, as Proud, Ambitious, Vain-glorious as 
any others? Be there not many of us, that are as 
much under the Power of unruly Paſſions; as Cruel, 
Revengeful, Malicious, Cenſorious as others? That 
have our Minds as deeply engaged in the World, 
And as much envaſſalled to Riches, Gain, Profit, 
| thoſe admired Deities of the Sons of Men, and their 
Souls as much overwhelmed, and ſunk _ the 
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Cares of this Life? Be there not many of us that 

1 have as deep a Share in Injuſtice and Oppreſſion, 
neſs in vexing the Fatherleſs and the Widows f I with, it 
im, may not prove ſome of our Caſes, at that laſt Day, 
th. to uſe ſuch Pleas as theſe unto Chriſt; Lox D, 1 
no Bi have propheſied in thy Name; I have preached many 
note a zealous Sermon for Thee; I have kept many a 
it's long Faſt; I have been very active for thy Cauſe 
ing in Church, in State; nay, I never made any Queſ- 
t in tion, but that my Name was written in thy Book 
| Of i of Life; when yet alaſs, we ſhall receive no other 


return from Chriſt, but this, I #now you not; de- 
part from Me ye workers of Iniquity. I am ſure, 
there be too many of us, that have long pretended 
to Chrift, which make little or no Progrels in true 
gh. Chri/tianity : That ever hang hovering in a Twis 
und WH light of Grace, and never ſeriouſly put ourſelves for- 
urs wards into clear Daylight, but like that faint Twi- 
1d; WW bt, better than broad open Day; whereas, the 
ea - ¶ Path of the Fuſt is as the ſhining Light, that ſhineth 
dur more and more unto the perfect Day. 4 am ſure, there 

ich be many of us, that are perpetual Dwarfs in our 
dur ſpiritual Stature; like thoſe /illy Nomen, that are 
ber ¶ ver learning, and never able to come to the Know 
or- /zdge of the Truth That are not now one Jot taller 
bis WO in Chriſtianity, than we were many Years ago; 
nd but have ſtill as ſickly, crazy, and unſound a Tem- 
de- per of Soul, as we had long before. Indeed we ſeem 
of to do ſomething, we are always moving and liſt- 
in ing at the Stone of Corruption, that lies upon our 
45 WW Hearts, but yet we never ſtir it, or at leaſt never 
as WW roll it off from us. We are ſometimes a little trou- 
el, ¶ bled with the Guilt of our Sins, and then we think 
nat WW we muſt thruſt our Luſts out of our Hearts; but af- 
Id, WW terwards we ſprinkle ourſelves over, with I know 
it, WW not what Holy Mater, and fo are contented to let 
eir chem ſtill abide. We every Day confeſs the ſame 
be If Sins, and pray againſt them, and yet commit them 
= Vol. XVII. | D as 
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as much as ever, and lie as deeply under the Power 
of them. We have the ſame Water to pump out 
in every Prayer, and {till we let the fame, leak in 
again upon us. We make a great deal of Noiſe, 
and raiſe a great deal of Duſt with our Feet ; but 


we do not move from off the Ground on which we | 
Rood; or if we do ſometimes make a little Pro- 


greſs, we quickly loſe the Ground we had gained: 
As if Religion were nothing elſe, but a Dancing up 
and down, upon the ſame Piece of Ground; and 
not a ſober Journeying, and Travelling onwards 
towards ſome certain Place. Like thoſe Danaid:s 
-which the Poets ſpeaks of, we are always filling 
Water into a Sive, by our Prayers, Duties, and 
Performances; which ſtill runs out as faſt as we 
pour it in. What is it that thus cheats us of our 
Religion? That makes us, thus conſtantly to tread 
the ſame Ring, and Circle of Duties, where we 


make no Progreſs at all forwards ; and the further 


we go, are ſtill never the nearer to our Journeys 
End? What is it that thus ſtarves our Religion; 
and makes it look like thoſe Kine in Pharac/'s 
Dream, ill favoured and lean fleſhed; that it hath 
no Colour in its Face, no Blood in his Veins, no 
Life nor Heat at all, in its Members? What is it 


that doth thus Bedwarf us in our Chriftianity ? 


What low, ſordid, and unworthy Principles do we 
act by, that thus hinder our Growth, and make us 
ſtand at a Stay, and keep us always in the very 
Porch and Entrance? Is it a ſleepy, fluggiſh Con- 
ceit, that it is enough for us, if e be but once in 
a State of Grace, if we have but once ſtepped over 


the Threſhold, we need nat take ſo great Pains to 


travel any further? Or is it another damping, 
choaking, ſtifling Opinion, that Chri/t hath done 
all for us already without us? No Matter, how 


wicked we be in ourſelves, for we have Holineſs 


Avithout us; no Matter, how ſickly and diſeaſed our 
Dh „ | ; Souls 
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'er Souls be within, for they have Health without them. 
ut Why may we not as well be ſatisfied, and content- 
in cd, to have Happineſs without us too to all Eterni- 
ſc, ¶ tv, and fo ourſelves for. ever continue miſerable ? 
ut BY Little Children, let no Man deceive yon; he that doth 
we Righteouſneſs, is Righteous, even as.he is Righteous: 
'O- WF But he that commutteth Sin is of the Devil. I thall 
d: therefore exhort you in the wholſome Words of St. 
up Peter; Give all diligence, to add to your Faith, Vir-- 
nd Wl tue; and to Virtue, Knowledge; to Knowledge, Tem- 
ds ¶ perance; and ts Temperance, Patience; to Patience, 
dcs Wl Godlineſs; and to Godlineſs, Brotherly: Kindneſs; and 
ng 1% Brotherly Kindneſs, Cbarity; for if theſe Things 
nd be in you, and abound, they make you that ye ſhall nei- 
we Wh ther be Barren, nor-Unfruitful in the Knowledge of 
ur eur Lord Jeſus Chrijt. . The Apaſtie ſtill goes on, 
ad and ] cannot leave him yet; But he that lacketh theſe 
we Things ts Blind, and cannot ſee far off, and hath 2 
er gotten that he was once purged from his old Sins. 
Ys WM /herefore the rather Brethren, . give Diligence to 
n; W make your Calling and Election ſure; for if ye do theſe 
D's Wl Things, ye ſhall. never fall, Let us not only Talk 
th and diſpute of Chri/t, but let us indeed put on the 
no Loxp Feſus Chri/t. Having thoſe great and preci- 
it WW ous Promuſes, which He hath given us, let us ſtrive 
to be made:partakers of the divine Nature, eſcaping 
we W the Corruption that is in the World through Luft : and 
us being begotten again to a Lively, Hope of enjoying 
Ty I Chri/t hereafter, let us purify ourſelves as He is pure. 
n- WW Let us really declare, that we #now Chri/t, that we 
in I are his Diſciples, by our keeping his Commandments : 
And amongſt the reſt, that Commandment eſpecially 
which our Saviour Ghri/ Himſelf commendeth to 
his Diſciples in a peculiar Manner; This is my Com- 
mandment, that ye love one another, as I bave loved - 
you: And again; theſe things I command you, that 
you lobe one another. Let us followPeace with all Men, 
and Holineſs, without * no Man ſhall ſee 9 
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Let us put on as the Elect of Gop, holy, and beloved, 
bowels of Mercies, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Min, 
Mel neſt, Long-ſuffering, forbearing one another, and 
forgiving one another, 1f any Man have a Quarrel 
4 2 any, even as Chriſt forgave us: And above 

I theſe Things let us put on Charity, which is the 
Bond of Perfettneſs. Let us in Meekneſs, inſtruct 
thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if Gop peradventure will 
give them Repentance, to the Acknowledging of the 
Truth, that they may recover themſelves out of the 
Snares of the Devil, that are taken Cuptive by him at 
his Mill. Beloved, let us love another, for 1s of 
Gop, and whoſoever loveth, is born of Cop and 
knoweth Gop. ODivine Love! The ſweet Harmo- 
ny of Souls! The Muſick of Angels! "The Joy of 
Gop's own Heart, the very Darling of his Boſom 
The Source of true Happineſs! 1 ure Quin- 
teſſence of Heaven! That which ae the jarr- 
ing Principles of the World, and makes them all 
chime together ! That which melts Mens Hearts in- 


to one another! See how St. Paul defcribes it, and 


it cannot chuſe but enamour your Affections to- 
wards it: Love envieth not, it is not puffed up, it doth 
not behave itſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh not her own, is not 
eafily provoked, thinketh no Evil, rejoiceth not in Ini- 
"gutty; beareth all Things, believeth all Things, hopeth 
all Things, endureth all Things: I may add in a 
Word, it is the beſt natur'd Thing in the World. 
Let us expreſs this ſweet harmonious Affection, in 
theſe jarring Times; that ſo if it be poſſible, we 
may tune the World, at laſt, into better Muſick. 
Eſpecially, in Matters of Religion, let us ſtrive with 
all Meekneſs to inſtru and convince one another. 
Let us endeavourto promote the Goſpel of Peace, the 
Dove-like Goſpel with a Dove-like Spirit. This was 
the Way by which the Goſpel at firſt was propa- 
gated in the World: Chrift did not cry, nor lift up 
Vs Voice in the Streets, a bruiſed Reed Hedid not _ 
4 | 1 an 7 
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and the ſmoaking Flax He did not quench, and yet He 
brought forth Fudgment into Victory. He whiſpered 
the Goſpel to us from Mount Sion, in a ſtill Voice, 
and yet the Sound thereof went out quickly through- 


out all the Earth. The Goſpel at firſt came down 


upon the World gently and ſoftly, like the Dew up- 
on Gideon's Fleece, and yet it quickly ſoaked quite 
through it: And doubtleſs this is ſtill the moſt ef- 
fectual Way to promote it. Sweetneſs, and Ten- 


derneſs, will more powerfully command Mens 


Minds, than Paſſion, Sourneſs, and Severity: As 
the ſoft Pillow ſooner breaks the Flint, than the 
hardeſt Marble. Let us follow Truth in Love: And 
of the two indeed, be contented rather, to miſs of 
the conveying. a ſpeculative I ruth, than to part 


with Love. When we would convince Men of any 
Error by the Strength of Truth, let us withal pour 
the ſweet Balm of Love upon their Heads. Truth - 


and Love are the two moſt powerful Things in the 
World, and when they both go together, they cannot - 
eaſily be withſtood. The golden Beams of Truth, 


and the ſilken Cords of Love, twiſted together, will 


draw Men on with a ſweet Violence, whether they - 
will or no. Let us take heed we do not ſometimes - 
call that Zeal for GoD, and his Goſpel, which is 
nothing elſe but our own tempeſtuous and ſtormy - 
Paſſion. True Zeal is a ſweet, . heavenly, and gen- 
tle Flame, which maketh us active for Gop, but 
always within the Sphere of Love. It never calls 
for Fire from. Heaven, to conſume thoſe that differ 
from us in their Apprehenſions. It is like that Kind 
of Lightning, that melts the Sword within, but 
ſingeth not the Scabhard: It ſtrives to ſave the Soul 
but hurteth not the Body. True Zeal is a loving 
Thing, and makes us always active to Edification, . 
and not to Deſtruction. If we keep the Fire of Zeal 
within the Chimny, in its own proper Place, it ne- 
ver doth any Hurt; it only warmeth, quickeneth, 
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and enliveneth us: But if once we let it break out, 
and catch hold of the Thatch of our Fleſh, and 
kindle our corrupt Nature, and ſet the Houſe of our 
Body on Fire, it is no longer Zeal, it is no longer 
Heavenly Fire, it is a moſt deſtructive and devour- 
ing Thing. True Zeal is a ſoft and gentle Flame, 
_ _ that will not ſcorch ones Hand; it is no voracious 
Thing: But carnal and flaſbly Zeal, is like Gunpow- | 
der ſet on Fire, that tears and blows up all that | 
ſands before it. True Zeal is like the vital Heat | 
in us, which we never feel to be angry or trouble- 
ſome; but that other furious and diſtempcred Zeal, 
is nothing but a Fever in the Soul. To conclude, ; 
we may learn what kind of Zeal it is that we ſhould- 
make uſe of in promoting the Goſpel, by an Em- 
blem of Gop's own, given us in the Scripture, thoſe 
feery Tongues that upon the Day of Pentecaſt, fat up- 
on the Apoſtles ; which ſure were harmleſs Flames, 
for we cannot read that they did any Hurt, or that 
they did fo much as ſinge an Hair of their Heads. 
I will therefore ſhut up this, with that of the Apoſ- 
tle: Let us keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 
Peace. Let this ſoft and filken Knot of Love tie our 
Hearts together; though our Heads and Apprehen- 
ſions cannot meet, as indeed they never will, but 
always ſtand at ſome Diſtance off from one another. 
Our Zeal if it be Heavenly, if it be true val Fire 
Eindled from above, it will not delight to tarry here 
below, burning up Straw and Stubble, and ſuch 
combuſtible Things, and ſending up nothing but 
s earthy Fumes to Heaven; but it will riſe up, 
and return back, pure as it came down, and will 
ever beftriving to carry up Mens Hearts to Gon 
along with it. It will be only occupied, about the 
promoting of thoſe Things, which are ungugſtion- 
ably goed, and removing Sin. Here let our Zeal 
exerciſe itſelf, every one of us beginning at our own 
Hearts. Let us be more zealous than ever we have 
TAIT yet 
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yet been, in 2 our Luſts, in pulling 
down thoſe /frong Holds of Sin and Satan in our 
Hearts. Here let us exerciſe all our Courage and 
Reſolution, our Manhood and Mag animity. Let 
us truſt in the Almigbiy Arm of our God, and doubt 
not, but He will as well deliver us, from the Power 
of Sin in our Hearts, as preſerve us from the Vrathb 
to come. Let us go out againſt theſe uncircumciſed 
Phil:/tines, I mean our Luſts, not with SHieldor Spear, 
not in any Confidence of our own Strength, but in - 
the Name of the LoR D of Het, and we ſhall pre- 
vail: We ſhall overcome our Luſts, For greater is 
He that is in'us, than he that is in them. The eternal 
Gop is our Refuge, and underneath are the evertaſt-- 
ing Arms: He fhall thruft out theſe E w—_—_— be- 
fere us, and He ſball ſay, defiroy them. We ſhall 
enter the true Canaan, the good Land of Promiſe, - 
that floweth with Milk and Honey, the Land of Truth 
and Holineſs. Wherefore take unto you the whele Ar- 
mr of Gor, that you may be able to withſland: Let 
your Loins be girt about with Truth; © have on the” 
Breaſt-plate of. Righteouſneſs; and let your Feet be 
ſhod with the Preparation 7 the Geſpel of Peace, A. 
broe all rate the Shield of Faith, whereby you ſhall be 
able to quench all the fiery Darts of the Wicked, and 
take the Helmet of Salvation, and the Sword of the Spi- 
rit, which is the Mord of Gop. And laftly, be ſure 
of this, that ye be ſtrong only in the LoRD, and in 
the Power of his Might. There be ſome that diſ- 
hearten us in this ſpiritual Warfare, and would make 
us let our Weapons fall out of our Hands, by work- 
ing in us a deſpair of Victory. There be ſome cvrl 
373 that zweakern the Hands and the Hearts of the 
ildren of Ihrael; and bring an ill Report upon that 
Land that we are to conquer, telling of nothing but 
ſtrange Giants, the Sens Anal there, that we ſhall 
never be able to overcome. The Amalekites (lay _ 
they) dwell in the South, the Hittites, Jebuſites, A- 
| morites 


- 
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morites in the Mountains, and the Canaanites by the 
Sa- coat: Huge Armies of tall invincible Lufts N. 
Hall neuer be able to go againſt this People, we ſhall 
never be able to prevail againſt our Corruptions. 
Hearken not unto them (I beſeech you) but hear 
what Caleb and Joſhua ſay; Let us go up at once, and 
Poſſeſs it, for wwe are able to overcome them: Not 
by our own Strength, but by the Power of the 
Lorp of Heis. There are indeed Sons of Anat 
there, there are mighty giant- lite Lufts, that we 
are to grapple with; nay, there are Principali- 
ties, and Powers too, that we are to oppoſe: But 
the great Michael, the Captain of the LokD's Hoſt 
is with us; he commands in chief for us, and we 
need not be diſmayed. . Under/tand therefore this Day, 
that the LoRD thy Gop is He, which goeth before 
thee, as a-conſummg Fire, He ſhall deſtrey theſe Ene- 


mies, and bring them down before thy Face. If 


thou wilt be faithful to Him, and put thy Truſt 


in Him; as the Fire conſumeth the Stubble, and as the 
Flame burneth up the Chaff, ſo will He. deftroy thy 
Luis in thee: Their Root ſhall be Rottenneſs, and 
their Bl:ſjom ſhall go up as Duſt. What therefore 
the Wiſeman ſpeaks concerning JF7/dom, I ſhall 


. 


not go, keep her for ſhe is thy Life: Keep thy Heart 


with a Diligence, 155 out of it are the Iſſues of Life, . 


and of Death too. Let nothing be eſteemed of | ug 
er Conſequence to thee, than what thou doſt and 
atteſt, how thou liveſt. Nothing without us can 


make us either happy, or miſerable; - nothing can 
either defile us, or hurt us, but what goeth out from. 
u, what ſpringeth up, out of our own Hearts. We 


have dreadful Apprehenſions of the Flames of Hell 

without us; we tremble and are afraid, when we 

hear of Fire and Brim/tone, Whilſt in the mean time, 

wee ſecurely nouriſh in our own Hearts, à true and 
Living Hell, 14 


apply to Helineſs: Take faſt hold of Holineſs, —let her 
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The dark Fire of our Luſts, conſumeth our Bow- 
els within, and miſerably ſcorcheth our Souls, and 
we are not troubled at it. We do not perceive, 
how Hell ſteals upon us, whilſt we live here. 
And 'as for Heaven, we only gaze abroad, ex- 
pecting that it ſhould come in to us from without, 
but never look for the Beginnings of it to ariſe 
within, in our own Hearts. a 


Bur leſt there ſhould yet remain any Prejudice 


ä againſt that, which I have all this while com- 


mended to you; true Holineſs, and the Keeping of 
Chriſt's Commandments; as if it were a legal and 
fervile Thing, that would ſubje& us to a State 
of Bondage, J muſt add a Word or two, either 
for the Prevention or Removal of it. I do not 
therefore mean, by Holineſs, the mere Perform- 
ance of outward Duties, ated over as a Taſk, 
not our habitual Prayings, Hearings, Faſtings, 
multiplied one upon another (though theſe be all 
good, as ſubſervient to an higher End) but I mean 
an inward Principle of Divine Life, that ſpiriteth 
all theſe; that enliveneth and quickeneth the 
dead Carcaſs of all our outward Performances. 
I do not here urge the dead Law of outward Works, 
which indeed if it be alone, ſubjects us to a State 
of Bondage; but the imward Law of the Goſpel, 
the Law of the Spirit of Life, than which nothing 
can be more free and ingenuous: For it doth not 
act us by Principles without us, but is a ſelfEmov- 
ing Principle, living in our Hearts. I do not urge 
the Law written upon Tables of Stone without us 


(though there is ſtill a good Uſe of that too) but 


the Law of Holineſs written within, upon the 
fleſhly Tables of our Hearts. The firſt, though it 


work us into ſome outward Conformity to Gop's 


Com, 
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Commandments, and hath. ſo good Effect upon 
the World; yet we are all this while, but like 
dead Inſtruments of Muſick, that ſound ſweetly, 
when they are only ſtruck, and played upon from 
without, by the Muſician's Hand, who hath the 
Theory and Lato of Muſick living within himſelf. 
But the ſecond, the /iving Law of the Goſpel, 
the Law of the Spirit of Life within us, is as if 
the Soul of Mujich, ſhould incorporate itſelf with 
the Inſtrument, and live in the Strings, and 
make them of their own Accord, without any 


Touch, or Impulſe from without, dance up and 


down, and warble out their Harmonies: This new 
Law of the Goſpel, it is a Kind of Mufical Soul, in- 
forming the dead Organ of our Hearts, that makes 
them of their owa Accord delight to act harmoni- 
oully according to the Rule of Gon's Word. The 
Law that I ſpeak of, it is a-Law of Love, which 


is the moſt powerful Law in the World; and yet 


it freeth us in a Manner from all Law without us, 
becauſe it maketh-us become a Lato wnto ourſelves. 
The more it prevaileth in us, the more it eateth 

up and devoureth, all other Laws without us; juſt 
as Aaron's living Rod did ſwallow up thoſe Rods of 
the Magicians, that were made only to counter- 
feit a little Life. Love is at once a Freedom 
from all Law, a State of pureſt Liberty, and yet 
a Law to, of the moſt conſtraining and indiſpen- 
ſable Neceſſity. The worſt Lato in the World, 
is the Law of Sin, iubich is in our Mambers; which 
keeps us in a Condition of moſt abſolute Slavery, 
when we are wholly under the tyrannical Com- 
mands of our Luſts: This is a cruel Pharaoh in- 
_ deed, that ſets his hard Taſk- maſters over us, and 

maketh us wretchedly drudge in Mire and Clay. 
The Law of the Letter without us, ſets us in a Con- 


dition of a little more Liberty, by reſtraining us 


from many outward Acts of Sin; but yet it doth 
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not diſenthrall us, from the Power of Sin in our 
| Hearts. But the Lato of the Spirit of Life, the Goſ- 
pel-law of Love, puts us into a Condition of pure 
and perfect Liberty; and whoſoeyer really enter- 


tains this Law, he hath thru/f out Hagar quite, he 


henceforth, Sarah the Free-woman ſhall live for 
ever with him, and ſhe ſhall be to him, a Mother 
of many Children; her Seed ſhall be as the Sand of 
the Sea Shore for Number, and as the Stars of Hea- 
ven, Here is Evangelical Liberty, here is Goſpel 
Freedom, when the Law of the Spirit of Life m 
| Chriſt Jeſus, hath made us free, from the Law of 
bin and Death: When we have a Liberty from 
| Sin, and not a Liberty to fin : For our dear Loxp 
and Maſter hath told us, that whoſoever committethᷣ 
Sin, he is the Servant of it. He that lies under the 
Power of his baſe Luſts, and yet talks of Goſpel- 
Freedom; he is but like a poor condemned Priſo- 
ner, that in his Sleep dreams of being ſet at Li- 
derty, and of walking up and down whereſoever 
he pleaſeth; whilſt his Legs are all the while faft 
in Irons. To pleaſe ourſelves with a Notion of 
Goſpel-liberty, whilſt we have not a Goſpel Prin- 
ple of Holineſs within us, to free us from the 
Power of Sin, is nothing ele, but to gild over 
our Fetters. There is a Straitneſs, Slavery, and 
Narrownefs in all Sin; Sin crowds and crumples 
all our Souls, which if they were freely ſpread 
abroad, would be as-wide as the whole Uniterſe. 
No Man is truly free, but he that hath his ill 
enlarged to the Extent of Gop's Will, by loving 
whatſoever'GoD loves, and nothing elſe. Such 
zone doth not fondly hug this and that particular 
created Good, and envaſſal himſelf unto it, but 
he loverh every Thing that is lovely, beginning at 
Gop, and 2 — down to all his Creatures, 
«cording to the ſeveral Degrees of W in 
them. 


hath ca/t out the Bond-woman and her Children; from 
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them. He enjoys a boundleſs Liberty, and a 
boundleſs Sweetneſs, according to his boundleſs 
Love. He inclaſpeth the whole World within his 
outſtretched Arms, his Soul is as wide as the whole 
Univerſe, as big as Yeferday, to Day, and for ever. 
Whſoever is once acquainted with this Diſpoſition 
of Spirit, he never deſires any Thing elſe; and he 
loves the Life of Gop in himſelf, dearer than his 
own Lite. Lo conclude this, If we love Chrift, 
and #teep his Commandments, his Commandments will 
not be grievous to us: His Yoke will be eaſy, and his 
Burden hight : It will not put us into a State of 
Bondage, but of perfect Liberty. For it is moſt 
true of evangelical Obedience, what the wiſe Man 
ſpeaketh of Wiſdom; Her Ways are Ways of Plea- 
 fantneſs, and all her Paths are Peace; She is a Tree 
of Life to thoſe that lay Hold upen her, and happy 
are all they that retain her. | ©” 
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L WILL now ſhut up all with one or two Con- 
fiderations to perſuade you further, to the Keeping 
of Chriſt's Commandments. | 


FIRST, From the Deſire which we all have 
of Knatoledge ; if we would indeed now Divine 
Truths, the only Way to come to this, is by 
keeping of Chriit's Commandments. The Groſſnefs 
of our Apprehenſions in ſpiritual Things, and our 
many Miſtakes about them, proceed from nothing, 
but thoſe dull and foggy Steams, which riſe up 
from our foul Hearts and becloud our Underſtand- 
ings. If we did but heartily comply with Chri/f's 
Commandments, and purge our 7 hoe from all 
oſs and ſenſual Affections, we ſhould not then 
ook about for Truth wholly without ourſelves, 
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and enſlave ourſelves to the Dictates of this and 
that Teacher, and hang upon the Lips of Men; 
but we ſhould find the great eternal Gon, in- 


wardly, 
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wardly teaching our Souls, and continually in- 
ſtructing us more and more, in the Myſteries of 
his Will: And ont of their Belliet ſhould flow Ri- 


but the Carnality of our Hearts, and the Cor- 
ruption of our Lives. Tis not wrangling Diſ- 
putes, that are mighty Pillars, that underprop 
Truth in the World; if we would but underſet 
it with the Holineſs of our Hearts and Lives, it 
ſhould never fail. Truth is a-conquering Thing, 
and would quickly overcome the World, did not 
the Earthineſs of our Diſpoſitions, and the Dark- 


neſs of our falſe Hearts hinder it. Our Saviour 


Chri/t bids the Blind Man, waſh off the Clay that 
was upon his Eyes, in the Poo! of Siloam, and 
then he ſhould ſee clearly; intimating, that it is 
the Earthineſs of Mens Aﬀections, that darkens 
the Eye of . aw, 6 ſpiritual Things. 

Truth is always ready, if our Eyes were not.clofed 
up with Mud, that we could but open them, to 
look upon it. Truth always waits upon our Souls, 


and offers itſelf freely to us, as the Sun offers its 


Beams to every Eye, that will but open, and let 
them ſhine in upon it. If we could but purge our 
Hearts, from that Filth and Defilement, which 
hangeth about them, there would be no Doubt at 
all of Truths prevailing in the World. For, 
Truth is great, and ſtronger than all Things: All 
the Earth calleth upon Truth, and the Heaven 
bleſſeth it, all Works ſhake and tremble at it. The 
Truth endureth, and is always /trong, it liveth and 
conquereth for evermore. She is the Strength, King- 
dum, Power and Majeſty of all Ages. Bleſſed be 
the Gop of Truth. EL 


LasT of all, if tue defire a true Reformation, as 
we ſeem to do; let us begin here in reforming. 
Vor., XVII. - 3M our 
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our Hearts and Lives; in keeping of Chriſt's Cam- 
mandments. All outward Forms and Models of 
Reformation, tho* they be never ſo good in their 
Kind; yet they are of little Worth to us, without 
this imward Reformation of the Heart. Tin, or 
Lead, or any other baſer Metal, if it be caſt into 
never ſo good a Mould, and made up into never 
fo elegant a Figure; yet it is but Tin, or Lead 
ſtill, it is the fame Metal that it was before. And 
if we be moulded into never ſo good a Form of 
outward Government, unleſs we new mould: our 
Hearts within; we are but little better than we 
were before, H adulterate Silver, thathath much 
Allay or Droſs in it, have never ſo current a Stamp 
put upon it, yet it will not paſs notwithſtanding, 
when the Touch- ſtone trieth it. We muſt be re- 
formed within, with a Spirit of Fire, and a Spirit 
of Burning, to purge us from the Droſs, and Cor- 
ruption of our Hearts; and refine us as Gold and 
Silver; and then we ſhall be:reformed truly, and 
not before, When this once comes to paſs, then 
ſhall Chri be ſet upon his Throne indeed, then the 
_ Glory of the Lokp hall * the Land; then 
we ſhall be a People acceptable unto Him, and as 
Mount Sion, which He dearly loved. 
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5 even 17 am He that Blot out thy Tan 
greſſions for mine own. wo and wg 


not remember wy _ 


X E tion, that would fain be drawn: And 
„* as Job ſpeaking of the Breaſts, calls them 


very elegantly, the Milk-Pails of the 


Breaſt; they are, as it were, Carnea 
Mulfralia : So there are the Receptacles. of that 
eJohor yore, Which is ſtored. up for Babes in Cbriſt, 
where the thirſty Soul may come and fill itſelf with, 
moſt precious Sweetneſs.. In the whole Word of 
Gop there is moſt ſincere Milk; but the Promiſes 
ee | 
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HeRE's a Bottle filled with heavenly Dew, which 
will never fail like that of Hagar's ; but cheriſh the 
Soul, till it come to a Well of Lite. Here's a pure 
Se ont of Gop's ſweeteſt Love, which would 
fain communicate itſelf to à ſinful Creature; and 
therefore puts on the moſt amiable Expreſſions that 
the Wiſdom of Gop Himſelf can cloath it with, 
while He breathes out free Grace, by the Mouth 
of his Prophet, to a diſobedient and rebellious J/- 
rael, and beſeeches' them to be HT unto 


Him. 129 0 5 


Arp if you Took ra upon the min Words, 
you will wonder how this Ferſe ſhould come in; 
tis ſomewhat a ſtrange Context, an -unuſual Kind 
of Coherence. For Gop there complains by his 
Prophet, that his People of /rae! had done No- 
thing at all for Him; He took them indeed for his 

pleaſant Plant, but they were a very barren and 
ungrateful Plant; He had made them a choice and 
a ſpreading Plant, but not one delicious Cluſter 
| —. to be found upon them. In the Verſe immedi- 
ately before, Thou haſt baught me no ſweet Cane with 
Money ; tis meant of that Cane, which was to be 
a chief Ingredient in the precious Ointment, as you 
may ſee in Exod. xxx. Neither haſt thou made me 
ta drink the Fat of thy Sacrifices 5 or, as the Words 
flow in the Fountain, un &5 Thou haft net 
moiftened me abundantly with thy Sacrifices : Not that 
the Jetos did neglect theſe Duties of Gop's Wor- 
ſhip ; no, they were very punctual in obſerving 
them ; but the Force of 5 Complaint lies in this, 
thou did'ft chem not unto Me. For rl: N edler 


1. Thou dichſt tdem not wet that Chearful- 
__ of Spirit which I required. of thee, and might 


well expect from thee. — ſhould have — + 


Oil into the Wheels, and thy Soul ſhould have 
| moved 
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moved like the Chariots of Aminadab; but thou 
wenteſt on heavily, and lookedſt upon my Service 
as an, hard Yoke, more intolerable than that of 


2. Tnov truſtedſt in thy legal Performances, 
and thought'ſt to be juſtified by thine own Righ- 
teouſneſs; thou did'ſt them not for thoſe Ends 
which I aimed at, for I intended only to raiſe th 
Thoughts higher to that great Salvation which 
had ſtored up for thee in the Maſſias. 


Tnou did'ſt them not to Me, while thou 


relizdſt in a fair Flouriſh of outward Formality, and 


thou thought' to put Me off with a Mock-wor- 
ſhip, with a meer Outſide and Surface of Devo- 
tion ; in giving Me a Shell, and Nothing of the Ker- 
nel: Thou could'ſt Sin againſt Me when thou liſt- 
edſt, and then thought'ſt to appeaſe Me with a Sacri- 
tice. I hate your Burnt-Offerings, my Soul nauſeates 
your ſolemn Aſſemblies : Bring me no more vain Obla- 
{ions. He that will be my Servant, let him ſeal up e- 
very ſpiritualService with N of Heart. A pure 
Soul, that's the only Preſent fit for a Gop; a Gift 
that may be united to Gon Himſelf, as Hierocles 

ks; Sacrifices and Burnt- Offerings He would nat 

e; then thou ſhould'ſt have ſaid, Lo, I come, ta 
de thy Will, O my God | Thou thould'ſt have pre- 
ſented thyſelf "ED and a reaſonable Sacrifice; 
for, without this, others were no better than 


| Fewel for Fire. Thou. did not make me to drink 


the Fat of thy Sacrifices. Well, but they ſtay not 
here; 145 haſt made Me to ſerve with thy Sins 
and thou | haſt wearied Me with thine Iniguities; 
thou haſt made Me to ſerve with thy Sins; that's 


either , 


7 ; A - 1 ov . » 
1. To 
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x. Tuov haſt ſo abuſed My Patience, and lo 


Billtinice ; and haſt heap't Sin upon Sin, as if 
ee 


3 thine . N Or elſe 


Chrift, whe took upon — —— orm oe, a 


Tae and bore our Sins in_his Body pon the 


3 | 


3. Tow delt nde Me to have with thy 
whilſt thou do'ſt theſe Things under a Shew of Ho- 
lineſs, and Care of pleaſing Me; as a peculiar Peo- 


that ſerved an holy Gop, and had righteous. 


Laws; and yet while "thin neglectedſt the more 
— Things that I require of thee, thou do'ſt 
diſhonour my Name, and wrong my Law, and 
degenerate from thoſe noble Principles that I had 
planted in thee. For what will the Heathen ſay; 
that I am a Gop that delight in the Blood of Bulls 
and Goats, and give thee Liberty in other Things 
to do what thou liſt? Thou haſt made me to ſerve 
with thy Sint. And conſider what a ſtrong Indig- 
nity this is offered to the great Gop of Heaven and 
Earth, to make Him a Servant, and then to ſerve 
Sin, which He fo much hates and abhors, that He 
can't endure to look upon it, as that which ſtrikes 
mn hs re — made me to ſerve with 
thy Sint; and thou — Me with thine Ini- 
ner: All out od Performance, though never 
pompous, do but weary Almi 4 ou unleſs 
flow from a ſincere © Spirit: ht they 

| pleaſed Him with Sacrihces; hd 2215 . them, 
phey weary Him with Iniquittes. And fee here how 
the mighty Gop of 'Faceh, the Rock of Ages; Om- 
nipotency itſelf is weary ; He is preſs'd with Sins, 
and weary'd with Iniquities. Well, what follows 
upon all this: mY even I am He that blet out thine 


 Iniguities | 


. 
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Iniquities for mine own Sate, and will not remember 
thy Sins. Surely Jrael could not look for this in the 
next Verſe. One would have thought it ſhould have 
been, J, even I am He, that will revenge theſe 
thine Iniquities : Thou haſt made Me to ſerve with 
thy Sins, and I'll make thee to ſerve with my 
Plagues : Thou haſt wearied me with thine Intquities, 
and I'll weary thee with my Judgments : Mine In- 
dignation ſhall flame out againſt thee, and T1] pour 
out the Dregs of my Wrath upon thee; it is 7, 
even I am He, that will ſet thy Sins in Order be- 
fore thee. One would have thought it ſhould have 
run thus; but Gon, He comes in the {till Voice, 
J, even I am He, that blot out thine Intquities. Thou 
baſt made Me to ſerve with thy Sins, and Pll make 
thee a Servant to Myſelf : haſt wearied Me 
with thine - Iniquities, and I'll load thee with my 
Mercies : Thou haſt blotted out My Teſtimonies, and 
T1! blot out thine Iniquities : Thou haſt not remem- 
bered My Covenant, and I'll not remember thy Sins. 
Thus does God's Goodneſs contend with a ſunful 
Nation; thus doth He conquer Rebellion, and tri- 
umph over Sin. Indeed his very Drift is to make a 
ah Illuſtration of free Grace; and therefore 
He firſt diſcovers his Peoples Sin, and then diſplays 


8 78 


and Iron Sinew, and then opens his own tender 
Bowels, and deareſt Compaſſions; He bids you 
take Notice of the Blackneſs of the Ethiopian, and 
then tells you how white He will make him. He 


bloody Dye of the Scarlet, and then ſee it becomes 


Egyptian Army, and ſee them all drowned in a Red- 
Sea. Caſt a fad Eye upon a large Volume of Ini- 
quity, and behold them all blotted out in a Mo- 
ment. The Sinfulneſs of Sin ſets a glorious Luſtre 
PTY when Sin becomes exceeding: _ 


his own Mercy. He firſt ſhews /rae's ſtiff Neck 


would have you conſider well the deep Dye, the 
as white as Snow. Look upon the Vaſtneſs of the 
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then Grace becomes exceeding glorious. 4, even 
1 am He, that blot out thine Iniquittes. There's much 
Emphaſis in redoubling the Words, and it ftills 


neee 


1. I, EVEN L hom thou tiaſt offended: For 
what might the diſtruſting Soul object and ſay: Is 
it Thou, O Gon, that wilt blot out mine Iniqui- 
ties? It is thy ſacred Majeſty which I have provok'd; 
and tis thy glorious Name which I have profan'd ; 
tis thy — Law which I have violated ; and 
tis thy Covenant which I have broken; and is it 
Thou, O Gop, that wilt blot out mine Iniquities ? 
IR he d, tis J even I am He that blot t 
for my own ſake. Gop's Goodneſs runs over to a 
finful Creature; and where Sin bath abounded, there 
Grace doth ſuperabound. Conſider r 


= — fo much Evil in Sid, as Good 
in God. Sin indeed is thus infinite, as it is againſt 


an infinite but there is an abſolute Infiniteneſi 
—— reren, 
vance Grace above it 


(2) There is not do muck Sin in Man, « as there 
1 Goodneſs in Gov. There is a vaſter Diſpro- 
ion between Sin and Grace, than between a 
| and an Ocean. Now, whowould doubt whe- 
ther a Spark could be quench'd in an Ocean? Thy 


within the of Time; but his Goodneſs hath 
been bubbling up towards thee from all Eternity. He 
hath had 3 of Lovetowards thee 
from Everlaſting. The Devils themſelves, though 


irreverſibly ſeal” 70 Deſtruction; yet they are not ſo 
I, even Ian Ht that blot out 
1 Iniquitier; enen Tuben houtiaf _— 


bad as Gop is good. 


of Diſobedience towards Gop have been 
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2. I, EVEN I, whoſe Royal Prerogative it is to 
pardon Tranſgreſſion, and to blot out Sin; for o- 
therwiſe the Soul would ſtill be left rolling and fluc- 
tuating. This were welcome News — to hear 
of Iniquity blotted out, and they were Meſlengers 
of beautiful Feet, that could —5 ſuch Goſpel- 
Tidings z. but oh tis not ſo eaſy a Matter to have 
Sin remitted, and pardoning Mercy ts not ſo ſoon 
obtained: Who is it that can waſh off Guilt from | 
the Soul, and ſet at Liberty a captivated Spirit? 'W 
tis Gon Himſelf that undertakes. ſo great a Work; 
tis I, even I am He that blot out thine ESE and 
it includes theſe two nen. 


(I.) Gon, He can blot out our Iniquities. For 
firlt, the Offence is wholly againſt Him, and there- 
fore He can freely paſs it 12 Sin is ſo far an Evil, 
às it oppoſes his Wil, the Rule of Goodneſs, and 
as it ſwerves from his Law, the Expreſſion of his 
Will, and that the Sab * can — 


(2.) Cunlsr hath made full SatiafaRtion to his 
Juſtice, ſo that now tis but dipping the Pen in the 
lood of Chrift, and daſhing out of Iniquity: Nay 

Chri/t Himſelf hath. blotted: out, even this Hand- 
Writing that was againſt us, and nail'd it to his 
Croſs, And hence there are ſuch Wooings and Be- 
ſcechings of Souls to come in and be fubje& to the 
Scepter of Chriſt; for Gop hath more Satisfaction 
to his Juſtice by every Believer, than by the Damn- 
ed that lie roaring in Hell to all Eternity, for they 
are never able to diſcharge the Debt; but every Be- 
liever by his Surety hath, paid the utmoſt un 


2. ONLY Gon can blot out Iniquities. L even I 
am He, and none elſe. A poor Creature may foon 


involve itſelf in Sin and Miſery, there is none but 


hath Power enough to damn * Th Deftruc- 


tron 
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tion is of Thyſelf, O Ephraim. But 'tis beyond the 
Sphere of Men; or Angels Activity, to blot out the 
leaſt Sin, or to diſentangle the Soul of the leaſt Cor- 
ruption;ʒ they can neither take off the Guilt of Sin, 
nor yet ſubdue the Power of it. There's none but 
knows how to wound himſelf; but he muſt. have 
Skill that knows how to cure himſelf ; tis eaſy e- 
nough to run into Debt, and many find it hard e- 
nough to diſcharge it: There's none but can heap 
up Sin, and Treaſure up Wrath, and wound Con- 
ſeience: But who is there that can ſe Wrath 
and calm Conſcience, and ſcreen a from a 
conſuming Fire? Sin is an Offence againſt an in- 
finite Juſtice, ſo that infinite Being can either diſ- 
— with it, or fatisfy for it. It is not the bleſſed 
irgin's Milk can waſh out ſo deep a Stain, it is 
not. this can whiten the Soul; no, if the Saints Robes 


de waſh'd white, it muſt be in the Blood of the 


Lamb. And the Power of the Keys can't reach 
thus far. A Miniſter can no more by any Way of 
Efficacy remit a Sin, than he can create a World. 
And I know not what a Pope's Indulgence ſhould 
do; unleſs it be to ſend ſome ignorant People to Hell 
with more Chearfulneſs, that they may deſcend into 
Heaven, as the Garyrs/? ſaid Nero did; when they 
look for Heaven, drop into Hell irrecoverably. The 
mighty Hand of Gop Himſelf muſt be put to the 
blotting out of Iniquities; tis J, even I that blot out 
thy Tranſoreſſion, even I whoſe Royal Prerogative 
tis to pardon Tranſgreſſion, and to blot out Sin. 


3. I, even I that have manifeſted mine Anger 
againſt thee, in puniſhing thee for thine Iniquities; 
even / am He that will hlet them out, for the Soul 
will ſtill be doubting and miſgiving; why, tis Thou 
0 ovp, that haſt ſhot off ſo many Threatnings a- 

gainft us, and ſpent all thine Arrows upon us: 'T hou 


haſt hewn us by thy Prophets, and ſlain us by the 
Words 


1 
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N Words of thy Mouth: Thou haſt dip'd thy Pen in 


Gall, and writ bitter things againſt us: Thou haſt 
followed us with an whole Army of Judgments, and 
every way ſhown thyſelf an angry Gop; and wilt 
Thou now blot out our Iniquities? The Text hath 
the ſame Anſwer ready for this too: Tis I, even 4 
am He, that will blot them aut; and it ſpeaks theſe 
two Things: 


(1.) Gop, He is not long angry; as tis in the 
54th of Iſaiab, ver. 8. In a little Wrath I hid my 
Face from thee for a Moment ; but with everlaſting 
Kindneſs will I have Mercy on thee, faith the LokD 
thy Redeemer. Gop as He is not quickly provok'd, 
ſo neither is He long diſpleaſed. God is Love, faith 
the Apoſtle; now Love is hardly provok'd, and 
quickly reconcild: Gon is Love. He writes not 
Injuries in Marble, his Law indeed He writes in 
Stone; but the Breach of the Law, He writes that 
in the Duſt. All the Wrong hath been done to Him, 
and yet He beſeeches us to be reconciled ; He is far 
more ready to offer Mercy, than the Creature is to 
embrace it; and more willing to ſpeak Peace, than 
Man is to hear it. Where will you meet with a 
Man fo ready to put up a Wrong, and ſo ambiti- 
ous to forgive an Injury ? But as far as the Meavens 
are above the Earth, ſe far are his Thoughts above aur 
Thoughts; He writes not our Sins in fo deep a Cha- 
racter, but that they may be eaſily blotted out. 


(2.) Go Þ requires no more Humiliation, than 
to bring a Soul unto Himſelf, and make it capable 
of Mercy. Many a weak Chriftian queſtions his 
Condition, til he hath not fill'd Gop's Bottles 
ſo full of Tears as others; he hath not had ſuch 
Rendings of Heart ; ſuch Breakings and Piercings of 
Spirit, och ſcorching Apprehenſions of Hell, and 
Wrath as others have had: But let ſuch a one con- 
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der, that God is very gracious in his Dealings, 


and we muſt not look for the like Degrees of 

miliation in all; ſome have a quicker Delivery, and 
are ſooner freed from the Pangs of the New Birth ; 
ſome Hearts are more wrought upon in a more win- 
ning and melting Way; others are beat in Pieces 
by a Stroke of Omnipotency. But this we are ſure, 


that Soul is humbled enough that's whe 4 to a 20 


and Senſe of his Sin, ſo as to ſce the Neceſſity of a 
Saviour; and to prize Him, and love Him as the 
faireſt of Ten Thouſand. When God hath made 
a Soul to ſee his Sins, He is ready then'to blot them 
eut; Tis I, even I am Fe that blot cut thine Inigui- 
ties; even I that have puniſh'd thee for them, and 
ſhewn mine Anger againſt them. 


1 m1GHT add, that*tis a Note of Gop's Compla- 
cency in his own Goodneſs, He doth even glory in 
the R 7 
repeated. J, even 1 am He, that will do it for mine 
exon ſake; but I haſten to the next Words. 


Blat cut thine Iniquities.] THERE are many Things 
wrapt up in this Expreſicon. And 


(.) BLoTTING out of Iniquities, implics that 
they were all written and took Notice of. 


1. Trey were written in God's Book, Gop 
knows all — every idle Word, every vain 
Thought, __ 


dency to Sin, the firſt Bubbling up of Original Cor- 


ruption, they are all took Notice of: In this Book 
are all thine Iniquities written. | 


2. THov haſt a Book within thine own Breaſt, 
and Conſcience hath the Pen of a ready Writer, it 
can write as faſt as the Soul can dictate; with an 


accu- 


iches of his Grace; and therefore tis ſo often 


lance of the Soul; the leaſt Ten- 
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accurate Pencil, it can give thee a full Pourtraiture 
of thy molt private Behaviour, of thy moſt reſerved 
Actions, of thy moſt retired Motions ; and though 
there be a Curtain drawn over them here, yet then 
they ſhall be made very apparent. Such Works as 
thou would'ſt have ſuppreſt, ſhall be publiſhed to 
the Eyes of Men and Angels; Sins of the ſmalleſt 
Print, of the moſt indiſcernable Character, ſhall be 
made clearly legible, and become as Attoms in the 
Preſence of a Sun- beam. With what a furious Re- 
flection wilt thou then read over thine own ſinful 
Life; when all thine Iniquity ſhall ſtare thy Soul in 
the Face to all Eternity? When as a Chriſtian's Life 
ſhall be ſet out in a new Edition; for all Errata ſhall 
be correted. Every Iniquity ſhall be blotted out, 
and all Deſiderata ſhall be ſupply'd ; the Book ſhall 
become perfect, and be looked on as a fair Object 
to all Eternity. «x | 
hey Every Tranſgreſſion leaves a Blot. For 
even Remiſſion of Sins is expreſsd by blotting out 
of Iniquity. Altho' the Blot was here greater, before 
etwas blotted out; for blotting out of Iniquities, is 
the wiping out of a Blot. Beſides the Guilt of Sin, 
and the Power of Sin, there is the Stain of Sin. 


(3.) You ſee here the Nature of Juſtification ; 
it doth not take away the Being of Sin, but takes it 
away from being imputed, and laid to the Charge 
of the Soul. Sins in Scripture- Idiom are Debts: Now 
in Juſtification there's a croſſing of the Book, a 


blotting out of the Debt, ſo as it can't be requir'd 


of the Soul. And the juſtified, Perſon: in the thirty- 
ſecond P/alm, is ſtiled IRON DD, one whoſe Sin 
is covered, which ſuppoſes the Being of it; and tho 
our Adverfaries urge the Force of the other Phraſe 
ywaP 'W?, one whoſe Sin is took away; yet tis ſuf- 
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ficiently cleared by the following Words, au- u 
mT , Gop will not impute Iniquity unte Him. 


3. Look upon the Fulneſs of the my 

The Soul may reſt ſatisfied, and roll itſelf upon th 

Grace of Go p in Chri/t, and lay all the Streſs of 

its Salvation upon it; the Debt is blotted out, and 
*twere Injuſtice to aſk it twice. 1 


4. Cons1DER the Eaſineſs of it. The Hand was 


longer a writing than 'tis a blotting out; the Hand | 


was wearier with writing, than tis with blotti 
out: I have blotted out thy Tranſgreſſions as a thic 
Cloud, Iſaiah xliv. 22. Now, how is a Cloud blot- 
ted out? Nay indeed, what is a Cloud but a Blot 


upon Nature's faireft and well-flouriſh'd Letter? A 
Sun-bear comes, ruſhes in upon't, wipes away the 


Cloud. The Sun fights againſt it; Agyverai; Avyyaivs, 
it raiſes a glorious Army of Reams, which quickly 
puts the Enemy to Flight ; they ſcatter the Cloud. 
And PII blot out thy Tranſgreſſions like a Cloud. 
An Act of Grace, a Beam of Mercy ſhall blot out 
a whole Cloud of Tran NS; Which otherwiſe 
would have proved a Cloud of Witneſſes againſt the 


5. Here's the Extent of Remiffion ; a great Debt 
may be blotted out as well as a leſs; a great Sum 
may be blotted out as well as a ſmall one, though 
not ſo eaſily, though not ſo ſuddenly. 


Tmin Iniquities.) (1.) Thine, very heinous in 
their own Nature, as the Prophets continually com- 
plain. ; X 

(2.) More heinous, becauſe thine. The Sins of 
Jratl pierce 3 grieve Gon moſt: It was a 
notable Speech of Ceſmus Duke of Florence ; 1 _ 
rea 
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read (faith he) that I muſt forgive mine Enemies, 
but never that I muſt forgive my Friends: The 
Sins of Gop's Friends, of his People provoke 
Him moſt. Every Sin is took Notice of; but the 
Sin of Fudah is writ with a Pen of Iron, and the 
Point of a Diamond. They are againſt the Beams 
of ſtronger Light, againſt Bowels of tenderer Mer- 
cy, againſt nearer and ſweeter Relations, againſt 
greater Expectation; GoD bed for Grapes, and 
they bring forth wild Grapes. Vet, I will blot aut 
thine Iniquities. Not only ſome of the leſs, and 
call thee to Account for the greater; no, ſuch as 
are the moſt deeply aggravated, the moſt frequent- 
ly reiterated. | Fr TIO 


For mine own Sake.] (1.) Excluſively, for no- 
thing at all in you; as in that Twin-place. Exec. 
XXXVi. 22. There you have a clear Comment 
upon the Words; Thus faith the Lox D God, J 
do not this for your Sakes; but for mine holy Name 
Sake, which ye have profan'd amongſt the Heathen. 
Mark under what Notion it runs, for that holy 
Name's Sake which you have profan'd. And in 
this Chapter, in thoſe Verſes that are preparatory 
to the Text, we ſhew'd you how ſtrangely 1/rad 
behaved themſelves, ver. 22. Thon haſt not called 
upon me, O Jacob. Why, one would have thought 
that they might have open'd the Mouth for Mer- 
cy, that they might at leaſt have- petitioned for 

race; ſurely, twas worth the Aſking: No, but 
1 was found of them that ſought Me not. IÞ 


 (2.) For mine own Sale, it includes for my 
Chriſt's Sake, and that Covenant of Love and 
Peace which I have founded in Him. For Gop 
in Himſelf is an holy and a juſt Gop; and now 
by Reaſon of Sin, an offended Gop ; and would 

| 45 Fl quickly 
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quickly prove a puniſhing, and revenging Gop; 
did not Ct ſtep in and aſſwage an angry Deity. 


Ke ) Fox mime own Sake, for my Name's Sake, 
for mine Honour's Sake; leſt the Heathen 
triumph, and ſay, M here is now your GOD? O 
the infinite Goodneſs of God, that by a moſt 
gracious and free Act of his own Will, 
and united his own | and the Salvation of 
his People ther ! He hath wrought ym 
Name in the Frame of his own Glory, ſo that 
now tis for his Honour's Sake to fave //rae!; He 
- blots out Iniquities for his own Sake. Gop will 
not ſuffer the Luſtre of his Crown to be dim'd 
and eclipſed; He will be ſure that none of his 
. ſhall fall off from it. 


Av will not remember thy Sims.) The ſinful 
Soul is full of Doubts and Suſpicions; Certai 
(faith he) if Gop ſhould let me alone now, 
will call me to Account for them hereafter ; If 
_ ſeem to blot them out now, He will write 

— ſome Time or other. No, (ſaith 
— 


blot out thy Tran 
remember Yer 


Mons, and will not 
thy Sins. Tis an ordinary Speech in 

the Mouth of ſome filly ones, 

but never 


chey will forgive, 
rear ec; have a very 

Conſtruction, a Grain of Salt is ſcarce enough to 

make it a 


; but Gop — but 
He doth forget too; when He blots out Iniquities, 


He remembers them no more. When the Sins 


are laid upon the Head of the Scape - Goat, they 
are then carried | into a Land n 


He will not — — 28 to call thee 
— Gre for them, ſo as to upbraid —— 


them, * any Way _— thee for them. 


GviLT 


ath knit 


„eee tw ww 
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Gv1LT and Puniſhment are ſuch Twins as live 


and die together, when the one's remitted, the 
| other's never retained. 


 *Twexe Injuſtice to puniſh where there is 
no F ault. Gop indeed may out of his abſolute 
Dominion and Sovereignty, inflict an Evil upon 
an innocent Creature, but then it falls not under 
the Notion of a Puniſhment; and doth inflict E- 
vils upon his own People, which flow from a fa- 
therly Caſtigation, and not — a rg hs Dro 
ceeding. 


2. Tis againſt the very Nature of Remiſſion. 
Do you call that — of a Debt, to caſt a 


Man into Priſon for not dif ing it? Or is 
that pardoning of a Traitor, to 214 him for 
his Treaſon? 


iÞ 'Tis injurious to the full Satisfaction of 
Chri i/t; who drank up the whole Cup, all the 
of Wrath, not a Drop of that bitter Cup 

left for a Chriſtian; they do indeed pledge Him, 
but *tis in a ſweeter Draught, and not at all in 
Satisfaction to Divine Juſtice. Chriſt's Refiriee 
tion was a full and plain Acquittance, a clear and 
apparent Sign that I were all blotted out. 


Quesr. But doth not Gre: revive Pe einn 
and reprint ſuch eee as He hath once blot ; 
ted out? — | 


Anm He doth indeed, but in Abundance of 
Love and Bowels of Free Grace: Not as an an- 
2 and revenging Gon; but tis to make thy 

epentance for them, more deep and ſerious. 
and though Gon remember them no more; yet 


there's good Reaſon that the Soul ſhould ſtill re- 
member 
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member them. (Firſt) to make it more thankful 
to Him that blotted them out. (Secondly) to 


walk more — 29 nnn more watchfully 


and accurate] y. 


Aup thus we * took a brief — of the 
Text; we'll now ſtrain the Quinteſſence of all into 


one Obſervation. Fu/tifying Grace, is Free Grace; 
He blots out Iniquities for his own Sake: Every 
juſtified Perfon is — Monument of Free Grace, or 
in the Pſalmiſt's Language; He's crown'd with 
Loving- — and ender Mercies. $22 


Tux Grace of Gop i is Free Grace; ; and that 


 FinsT, if you look to the Spring 4 whence 
it flows: That original Goodneſs, that Fountain- 
mercy. Now what was there in "thee to perſuade 
Him to all this? What were the Motives ? Where 


were the nos? What was the Rhetorick ? 
Ir was long before — Dain; 


Fake wert hid in the Barren Womb of Nothing; 
thou hadſt no Defire, no Thought of Happine 5 
and I can't well ne the Merit of 2 Ner- 
8 pov 


6G OD night — had ot Wr of 
Glory out of thy eternal Ruin; now that he 
ſhould chooſe to glorify the Riches of his Mercy 
in thy Happineſs and Salvation, was r Free 
race. | 


uronnar, If you weeks to we feverdl — 
ings out of the Fountain, you muſt al the 
BEG of Free Grace: hor PAO | 


i; Gov's 
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1. God's giving of his only Son, and foundin 
a Covenant of Love and Peace in Him; the richeſt 
and moſt precious Stream that ever flow'd to 
the Sons of Men. Now if there were an Aſſem- 
bly of thoſe bright and intelligent Creatures ga- 
thered together, the moſt glorious Cherubims and 
glittering Seraphims; and if this Myſtery which 
they now pry into, were fully unſealed, and ex- 
plain'd unto them; O how would they ſtand 
ages the Riches of Grace, how would they 
think Eternity itſelf too ſhort for the admiring it; 
and what could they reſolve it into but mere Love?! 
Gop ſe leved the World, fo freely, ſo fully, ſo un- 
conceiveably, that He gave his only Son. What 
was there in thee to draw a Saviour down from 
Heaven? Was there fuch an attractive Virtue in 
an undone and bankrupt Creature? How didſt thou 
perſuade Him to difrobe Himſelf of Light, as of 
a Garment, to cloud and eclipſe the Luſtre of his 
Divinity, by the Interpoſition of a pale mortal 
Body! What was it that mov'd Him to take upon 
Him the Seed of Abrabam, and not the Nature of 
Angels, to let paſs thoſe fair and eminent Beings, 
and to advance a poor crauling Worm! Out of 
what Topicks didſt thou fetch an Argument that 
prevail'd with Him, to eſpouſe thee to Himſelf 
in Mercy and Truth, and ſo to love thee as to die 
for thee? I know thy Thoughts are fwallowed up 
with the Conſideration of ſo boundleſs and bot- 
tomleſs a Love, and defire fome Time for Aſto- 
niſhment. x, CY 


2. WHAT ſhould I tell you of thoſe free Ex- 
preſſions and Manifeſtations of this his Love; 
thoſe freſh Eruptions of it in the Goſpel? I mean 
thoſe precious Promiſes, that are ſo many ſeveral 
Branchings out of the Covenant. The Goſpel's 
like a ſweet and precious Honey-comb, theſe — 

| rt 
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the ſeveral Droppings of it, that flow freely from 
it. Indeed the whole Goſpel like the Midſt of 
 Solomen's Bed in the Canticles, is pav'd with Love. 


3. Tusk upon thoſe free Offers of Grace, 
and Tenders of Reconciliation; how He woes 
wa to receive Mercy, how He beſeeches you to 
| happy, how He intreats you to be ſaved, to 
accept of Him and of Heaven, of Grace and of 
Glory. So that if you look to the Streamings out 
of the Fountain; you ſee they all carry with them 
the Riches of Grace. nn 


TrrrDLY, Conſider the ſeveral Conveyances of 
it; how Gop diffuſes this his Goodneſs to thy 
Soul; and thou ſhalt fee how thou haſt lived upon 
the Expences of Free Grace all thy Days. And 
for this, obſerve how He tun'd all Circumſtances 
in a ſweet and harmonious Way, ſo as they did 
all ſweetly agree in = Happineſs; and how all 

providential Paſſages did join for thee, and work ta- 
gether for thy Good: AS ; 
1. *Twas out of the Riches of Free Grace, 
that He planted thee in a Place of Light, when 
He ſhut up and impriſoned the reſt of the World 
in palpable Darknefs. The Goſpel ſhines out but 
upon a little Spot of Ground which Gop hath en- 
clos'd for Himſelf, and ſtiles it his Garden. Paul 
plants it, and Apollos waters it, and He Himſelf 
_ it an Increaſe: The reſt of the World lies 
ike a barren and deſolate Wilderneſs, the Word 
of the Goſpel never dropt upon it; nothing but 
Briers and Thorns fit for the Fire. Now, how 
fell thy Lot in ſo fair a Gronnd; and who is it 
that gives thee ſo goodly an Heritage ? Who is it 
that ſhines thus upon thy Tabernacle, and fixes it 
in a Land that flows with Milk and Honey? = 
2402 | a Rea- 
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a Reaſon if thou canſt, why thou wert not plac'd 
in ſome obſcure Corner of America, and left only 
to the weak and glimmering Light of Nature? 
Tell me who that was that open'd for thee fo 
many Wells of Salvation, and feaſted thee with 
all thoſe ſpiritual Dainties in Variety of Ordi- 
nances? I would fain know who that was that 
cruſh'd the Honey-comb on Purpoſe, that itmight 
drop upon thy Soul? Tell me, if thou canſt, who 
that was that beſpoke a Place for thee in 'the 
Church, among the Aſſembly of the Saints ? 
Hath Gop dealt ſo with every Nation, or have 
the Heathen Knowledge of this Law Aſcribe this 
then to Free Grace. 
2. THAT Salvation ſhould wait upon thee ſo 
long, and when thou hadſt repuls'd ſo many rich 
Offers of Grace and Mercy; that ſtill it thould 
be importunate with thee: If Mercy had knock'd 
once or twice, if it had then bid thy Soul farewel, - 
thou hadſt dropt into Hell irrecoverably. How 
many Years hath Grace ſtood at the Door, and 
begg'd for Admiſhon, and thou haſt not ſo much 
25 bid it welcome? Grace follows thee and pur- 
ſues thee, and will not let thee go till thou haſt 
: Bleſſing. Would any Friend have given thee 
ſo many Invitations after thou haſt rejected them? 
That that Spirit which thou haſt ſo much griev'd, 
and fo often vex'd, ſhould ſtill breath upon thee, 
and follow thee with ſecret Whiſperings, and gen- 
tle Solicitations to entice and allure thee to Good- 
neſs; What can' ſt thou call this, but Free Grace? 


„ A Jo er ig 


- > CoxsDtR in what State thou wert all the 
it While; an Enemy, a Rebel, ſtudying how to be 
it camn'd; galloping to Hell and Deſtruction with 
it Wl ful! Career, a Scholar's Pace: Who was it now 
c dat ſtopt thee in thy Courſe? Who bridled in 2 
Paths: 1 prou 


„ 
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proud Waves and ſaid, Hither ye ſball go, and ne 
further? Saul when he is breathing out of Slaugh- 
ters, and making Havock of the Church, even 
then he becomes a Paul. —_ 1 Soul is even 
ripe for Judgment, then Mercy ſhines out upon 
it. And that which would ſeem the moſt reaſon- 
able Time for Vengeance, is made a bleſſed Op- 


portunity of ſhewing Mercy. 


4. CoNnsIDER the efficacious Work of Grace; 
it is not enough to provide the Means, but he 
muſt ſtrongly apply them; unleſs the Arm of the 
Lon be revealed, there's none will believe our 
Report. It may be thou cameſt occaſionally to 
hear a Sermon; well, Gop hath the two-edged 
Sword in his own Hand; He brandiſh'd the glit- 
tering Sword, He fought againſt thee, He wound- 
cd thee, and frighted thee out of thy Sins. Thou 
wenteſt away with Groans, and Sighs, and Tears; 
like a Hart ſtuck with an Arrow, panting and 
breathing, and fain wouldſt have ſome Refreſh- 

ment; ere long, He met with a faithful Meſſen - 
ger, and ſent thee ſome Balm from Gilead; He 
to let in ſome of his Love to thy Soul, and 
to cheer thee with Goſpel-Cordials; and were not 
they all bought with the Riches of Grace? Or it 
may be, thou cameft into a Church with a Mind 
to ſmile at Religion, to laugh at Goodneſs, to I th 
mock at Piety; or to gueſs the beſt, thou cameſt 
for Flowers and not for Fruit. Thou cameſt for A 
a Bait, but met'ſt with an Hook, and 'twas happy Wi 
for thee that thou wert ſo caught: Thou thought'ſt Sa 
only to ſee the flouriſhing of the Sword, but thou an 


WA Ws Ee Og Ora ER ION 8 


felt ſt the Edge of it, 'twas well for thee that I an. 
thou wert ſo wounded. a” 4 
+ | 7 N u 

5. REMEMBER the Manner how He thus bre 


wrought upon thee; it may be twas _ * He 


„KK . ² m ̃ Ü ꝛ!U M A an 
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and 8 Impreſſions, in a winning, in a melt- 
ing Way; He drew thee with the Cords of a 


Man, and ſweetly diſſolved thy ſtony Heart. Tis 


true, the Law had its Work, and ſtruck thee with 


the flaming Edge of a Curſe, but the Goſpel pre- 


ſently brought Oil, and poured it into the wound- 
ed Spirit. The Love of Chriſt conſtrain'd thee 
to Obedience: And was it not Mercy to be dealt 
withal in ſo mild a Way? Well, but what if thou 
wert a more knotty and obdurate Piece, and *twas 
not a little Matter would tame thy unruly Spirit? 
Gop came in a more victorious and triumphant 
Manner, and led Captivity Captive, ' when He 
ous Gifts unto thy Soul. He was fain to batter 
own ſtrong Holds, and bring to the Ground tow- 
ering Imaginations. Thou hadſt a rocky and 
flinty Spirit, and was not his Word an Hammer? 
Did not He take it into his own Hand? He ſmote 
the ſtony Rock indeed, ſo as the Waters guſned 
out: Well, and had He no Bowels all theWhile? 
Was it not Abundance of M to take Pains 
with ſuch an obſtinate Sinner? Refer it you to 
what you will; we will put it under the Head of 


Free Grace. 


6. TainK upon thoſe Mountains of Oppoſition 
that were beaten down, when this goodly Fabrick 
of the Temple went up with the Shoutings and 
Acclamations of Free Grace. The ftrong Man 
was diſpoſſeſt, all the Plots and Stratagems of 
Satan were fruſtrated. Gop cruſhed his Deſign, 
and blaſted his Enterprizes, and broke his Snares, 
and reſcu'd thee out of the Paw of the Lion. 
'Twas much Love and Grace to ſet a filly Bird 
out of the Snare, to ranſom a poor Captive, to 
break the Chain, and beat off the Irons, to diſ- 
entangle a Soul, and ſet it at Liberty. And then 
He arm'd thee againſt the Diſgraces and Frowns, 
_ Vor. XVII. G "mn 
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and fortified thee againſt the Smiles and Blandiſh- 
ments of thee World, and carried the againſt the 
Stream of Examples, which all ran another Way; 
Grace hid thy Soul under the Shadow of its 


Tunis Truth is ſull of Uſe: Richly laden with 
Fruit, if we had Time to gather it; I'll but point 
at it. Fra | 441 


Usx. Let none dare to. abuſe the Grace of 
Gon; to ftill malignant and venomous Conſe- 
nces out of ſo ſweet and flowery a Truth. 
There is none but love to hear of Grace; this is 
a ſoft and downy Doctrine, a ſilken Truth: Tis 
a gentle Breath that fans the Soul, and gives it 
ſweet:Refreſhment. *Tis a pleaſant Thing to ſit 
under the Shadow of Grace, and ſee: Gop's 
Goodneſs ſtreaming out before thee! | But take 
Heed hoe er thou art, of turning this Grace of 
Gon into Wantonneſs; and know, that tis Free 
Grace in another Senſe too, Gop may take it 
= away when He pleaſeth, thou knoweſt not which 
is the laſt Offer: Believe it, he that neglects this 
very preſent Offer, ventures Eternity. And know 
withal, that as there are more liberal Aſperſions 
of Grace in Time of the Goſpel, ſo there are 
haps Vials of Wrath too. Grace abuſed turns 
to Fury. What, to fin againſt Gop, becauſe 
He is good? Therefore to offend Him, becauſe 
He is merciſul? To multiply Iniquities, becauſe 
He blots them out for his own Sake? To kick 
againſt Bowels of Mercy, and-to rebel againſt the 
golden Seepter, when tis ſtretched out? Truly 
this will be the very Sting of Hell, :this will heat 
the Furnace ſeven Times hotter ; twill teach the 
Worm that never dies to gnaw more _ 


* 
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and put new Stings into the eternal Scorpions; 
*twill prepare flaming Ingredients for the Cup of 
Wrath, and fill it up to the very Brim, Oh how fain 
wouldſt thou then change Places in Hell with a 
Turk, or an Infidel, and be ambitious of ordinary 
Damnation] But truly there is no ſtronger Ar- 

ment againſt Sin to an ingenuous Spirit than Free 


Irace. Becauſe Gop is fo prone to pardon, there-- 
fore the Soul is ſo loath to diſpleaſe. 5 
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San, giue me thine Heart. 
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; 
| H ZRE have been ſuch noble, and generous "I 


Spirits in ſome of the People of Gop, that 
they have been frequent in ſuch Enquiries as 
theſe: What ſhall we render the Lorp for all 
his Mercies? And, what ſhall we return Him for 
all his Goodneſs? And he in the Prophet Micab, 
(though he be of a different Temper from theſe) 
7 ſeemeth to be very ſolicitous, and deſirous to 

ow what he ſhould bring unto the Loxp. For 
thus you may hear him ſpeak in the Sixth of Micab. 
Wherewithall = he) hall 1 appear before the 
Lomrp? Vill the Loxp be pleaſed with Thouſands 


of Rams, Sc. No, ſaith the Prophet; He hath 
Hetied thee, O Man, what is goad, and what * 
| | the 
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the Loup require of thee, but that thou ſhould'ſt 
give Him thine Heart, and that thou ſhould'ſt love 
the Lox p thy Gop with all thine Heart, and with 
all 233 and with all thy Strength? And there- 

e here aſks'it of thee: My Sea, give Me 
thine Heart. 


_ 7” Werk are Geben by Solomon, but not in 

his own Name. It had been too much for Solomon 
to have aſkt it for himſelf. It doth not become the 
Mouth of any Creature to aſk the Heart to itſelf. 
But Solomon ſpeaks it in the Name of Wiſdom, and 
ſo in the Name of Gop Himſelf, the eternal Foun- 
tain of Wiſdom. It is He'that calls unto the Sons- 
of Men, and bids them give Him their Hearts. © 


AND tho” I know that the Hebrew Idiom ſome- 
times by giving the Heart, doth imply no more, 
than the Gries Conſideration, and 2 of a 
Thin , the laying it to Heart, as we uſe to ſpeak; 
yet I take the Words here in a fuller Senſe, as- 
the Heart in a ſpecial Manner is due unto GO. 


Now as in proverbial Speeches there uſeth to be, 
ſo it is here. There is Abundance of rich Variety, 
a great deal of Treaſure lock'd up in a few Words; 


we will open ſome of them to you. And, a 


I. For the Relation, my Son. Five 'hmngs 
very conſiderable. 


1. Hz ſpeaks here to a Sens and e to a Stran- 
ger. No Wonder that Strangers give not the Heart 
unto Gop; no Wonder that a Pagan gives not the 
Heart unto Gop. Such as are Aliens from the 
Common- wealth of 1frael, and Strangers to the Co- 
venant of Grace. Such as are at a great Diſtance 
from Him; nay, that live without Gop in the 

G3 World; 
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World; ſuchas lie like the dry Heath, and the bar- 
ren Wilderneſs, the Word of the Kingdom never 
dropt upon them: But thou art a Son in near Re- 


lation to Him: He reveals his Mind to thee; He 
manifeſts, and diſplays Himſelf to thee; He makes 


his Goodneſs paſs before thee. Thou haſt the con- 


tinual Droppings of the Word upon thee; his Pro- 
phets are ſent to thee early and late; thou haſt the 
happy Sun- ſhine of his Preſence with thee, enough 
to warm, and ſoften a ſtony Heart; and. out of ſuch 
Stones to raiſe up Children unto Abraham. Though 
an Indian, tho an American do not give the Heart 


unto Gop; yet a Chriſtian ſhould, Thougha 


Stranger do. not. — Him the Heart; _ a Son 
mould. 


2. ASN, and not an Ene 0 | Gomdathmot 
u 


Bee Hears of Enemies ch as are in open 
. and Oppoſition againſt Him; ſuch as are 

d to be Haters of Him, and hated by Him; ſuch 

as bid Him — from them, far they do not defire 
the Knowiedge of his. Hays: He doth not look for 
| the Hearts of theſe. He doth indeed many Times 
turn the Heart of an Enemy, meet the Heart of a 
Saul, while he is breathing out Slaughters againſt 
the. Church; but whilſt. He is in a State of En- 
mity, He doth not look for the Heart from them. 
He will not accept of a Traitor's Heart. But thou 
art reconciled to Him, ſo far from being an Enemy, 
that thou art a Son. Thou haſt all Expreſſions cf 
Love from Him; and thine Heart it is — by 
Him, and it will be accepted of Him. Though an 
| 70 Sr a Hert n yet a 2 


3. A Som, and not a "My A Slave doth. a 
great * of Work and Drudgery but be doth not 
give 
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give the Heart all the while. He works out of Fear, 
he looks upon it as a Taſk, as a Burden ; he 
watches an Opportunity for ſhaking off the Yoke; 
But Religion doth not come thus to enſlave Men, 
but to enlarge them, to ennoble them; it comes to 
beat off the Chains and Fetters, to beat open the 
Priſon Doors; it brings a perpetual Jubilee, a per- 
petual Triumph along with it. Religion floweth. 
out of filial Principles: Ay San, hear my Words; 
and my Son, give me thine Heart. If the Sen make 
you free, Why then you are free indeed; and if 
ou be free like Sons, why then you are free indeed. 
The Goſpel brings with it a filial Liberty, a filial 
Aſſurance; an Evangelical Yoke is a ſoft and plea- 
fant Yoke; a Saviour's Burden is onus alarum, 'it 
does no more load the Soul, than Wings do a Bird, 
which advance and promote its Flight toward Hea- 
ven. In Sin there is nothing but Slavery; in Reli- 
gion there is perfect Liberty. Though a Slave do 
not give the Heart unto Gop, yet a Sen ſhould. + 


4. A Son: Thou wert not always ſo. There 

was a Time when ye were Sons of Wrath, as well 
as others; Children of Difobedience, as well as 
others. Adopted Sons were not always Sons; now 
the Sons of GoD are Sons by Adoption. And let it 
ſuffce you (faith the Apoſtle) that in thoſe former 
Times of your Ignorance, of your Folly and Vani- 
ty, you gave your Hearts unto other Objects; but 
now you are come. into a State of Son- hip, - now 
that ye have this great and honourable Goſpel-pri- 
vilege, to be called a Son of Gop; now withdraw 
E Hearts from former Objects. Let them not be 

eſtowed upon former Vanities, do not debaſe them 
ſo much; fix them only upon your Gop. Though 
once thou didſt not give thy Heart unto Gop, yet 
zaw thou art a Son, thou ſhouldſt. r 


5. A 
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5. A SON; and ſo in way of mutual Affection, 
thou art to give the Heart unto Him. He hath 
given thee his Love, and his Heart, and his Bowels 
are towards thee; and wilt not thou return ſome 


Affection to Him again? Is there the Love of a Fa- 
ther in Him, and ſhall not there be the Obedience 


of a Son in thee? Is there a Flame in Him, and is 
there no Spark in thee? Is there no reflecting of a 
Sun-beam? Is there no 
the Ocean? As Bathſheba f. affectionately to 
her Son Solomon > What my Son? and what the Son 
of my Womb? and what the Son of my Vows? Witt 
thou give thy Sirength unto Women? So here. What 


my Son? and whatthe Son of my Loves? and what 


the Son of my Hopes? Wilt thou give thine Heart 
unto another? Wilt thou give thy Strength unto a 
Creature? ꝙ ov r wilt thou thus diſhonour and 
provoke thy Gop? If Love will not draw thee, what 
will? And if a preventing Love will not prevail up- 
on thee, what Love will? And if God have not the 
Hearts of Sons, where ſhall He have any Hearts to 
praiſe Him? Who will admire Him, and adore Him, 


if his Sons will not? And then He hath given thee 


his only Son; He hath given thee a Saviour, that 
— — his Heart to thee, that hath given his 
Life for thee, that had his Heart pierced through 
for thy Sake; and is there no attractive Power in all 
this? That is the fifth Thing, thou art a Son, and 
ſo in way of Gratitude, and mutual Affection thou 
art to give thine Heart to Him. 
2 | * . 93 of yielding up the Heart unto 
FOD, is ex by way of giving; which in- 
2 (vie. 1, 


1. Give it Cheerfully. Gop lover @ cheerful Gi- 


ver. Religion ſhould be full of Alacrity; it doth 
not come to extort the Heart, to hale Men to Obe- 


dience, 


repairing of the Streams into 


r TIO OO LF 
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dienee, but to lead them by a ſweet and eaſy Way. 
It doth not ſtorm the Caſtle, but hath it fairl yield. 
ed up upon Terms of Agreement. That Work of 
Grace in Converſion, doth indeed overpower the 
Hearts of Men; but it is by making them willing, 
not by drawing them whilſt they are un willing; but 
it takes away that Reluctancy that is in the Hearts 
of Men, and thus compells them to come in. What 
freer than a Gift? Now the Heart it is to be given 
unto GoD. The Will hath never more Freedom, 
than when it moves towards Gop. And thoſe hea- 
venly. Duties, and ſpiritual Performances are to flow 
freely from the Soul; like thoſe voluntary Drops, 
that come ſweeting from the Honey- comb of its own 
Accord, without any preſſing, without any cruſn- 
ing at all, It is only the Dregs of Obedience, that 
comes forth with ſqueezing, and wringing. The 
better any Thing is, the more freely doth it diffufe 
itſelf. There ſhould be no need now of binding the 
Sacrifice with Cords unto the Altar, unleſs it be 
with the Cords of Love; thoſe ſoft and ſilken Knots 
of Affection. Cheerfulneſs puts a Luſtre upon Re- 
ligion, and makes it amiable, even in the Eyes of 
the World. And truely I cannot tell how any one 
can give the Heart toGop, unleſs he ſerve Him with 
Alacrity. þ Heh} £15 £0 | © 
1 1 C1 59531 3613 dM0z4 25 nt {IE 
2. Gi it preſently. Give it Him now, He calls 
for it. Now that it is called To-day harden not your 
Hearts. Give Him a tender Heart. Now give thine 
Heart to be framed and faſhioned by Him; to be 
ſamp'd and ſealed by Him. Give 1 — the Firſt- 
fruits of thy Time, the Firſt- fruits of thy Strength: 
He is the Alpha, the Eirſt of Beings; and therefore 
whatſoever hath any dar, and Superiority be- 
longs to Him. And truly Grace is very ſweet, and 
pleaſant in the Bud. Hook pleaſant is it to ſee a 


Virgin-light, a Morning-light of Education ſhining 


out 


out upon the Soul, and in ſome Meaſure preparing, 


and pre · diſpoſing the Heart ſor the Ways of Gov? 


O chis is an happy Prejudice, an early Prepoſſeſſion 
of the Soul. And this is that which the wiſe Man 
here intends, when he ſpeaks to a Son, to one of 


tender Age. And do but conſider it; can you give 


your Heart unto Gon too ſoon ? Whyſhould'ſt thou 

diefer thine own Welfare? or is it comely then to 
offer thine Heart unto Gop, when thou canſt give 

i to none elſe ; Give it pteſeni y. 

4 : * , 


3. Grwe it, do nat nud it only. . In giving, there 
is an Alteration: of the Propriety, which is not in 
lending. When thou haſt given thine Heart unto 
Gop, thou art no longer thine own; There arc 
ſome that will lend their Hearts unto Gon, upon 
ſome ſpecial Occafions, ſor an Hour at a Sermon, 
for a little while in Prayer;- lend it Him upon a 
Lozv's Day, upon a Day of Humiliation, and then 
call for the Heart again, and beſtow it upon their 
Luſts. But fo great a Majeſty will not borrow of 
Creatures; He will not receive Hearts, unleſs they 


4 Gives it, do not /eltit. Tia very ſordid, and 


im only for By-ends. 


2 
They ſell their 
1 Ends. Hence 
many Friends in proſ- 


ddious to be Hirelings in 2 ey ſell their 


Kreer 


The CuII 's RETURN, 83 


Advantages make many Men take a little Tincture 

of Religion, who otherwiſe would not have ſo mueh 

as 2 Shew of it. Whereas Religion ſhould be loved 

for her Beauty, and not for her Dowry. | Gop 

ſhould be loved for thoſe Excellencies that are in 

Himſelf; for thoſe Treaſures of Goodneſs and Wiſ- 

dom, that are ſtored up in his own glorious Eſſence. 

Thou ſhould'ſt love Him, though He did not love 

thee again. Why — not thou love a Ty 
truly amiable, though thou haſt no Benefit by it 

For thy Happineſs is but an inferiour Thing, and 

is not to have ſo much of thine Heart as he is to 

have. Thou art only to love thyfelf, as thou art 

ſomewhat of Him; thou art to love Heaven, as the 

Enjoyment of Him; thou art to love the Goſpel, 

as the great Expreſſion of his Love, and all the 

Promiſes of the Right-hand, and' the Left, as the 

various Manifeſtations of his Goodneſs, Thou art 

firſt to give thine Heart unto thy Go p, and then 


to other * eee gm acts x11 ſubor- 
dm to Him. . | 


IU —___—_— OO 


5. Gn — 40 ae yu it to » thyſelf.” 
Wouldſt thou be truſted with thine own Heart? 
Wouldft thou be left to thine own deceitful Spirit? 
The beft upon Earth may very well put up that 
Prayer; Loxp deliver me from myſelf ! Lay up 
thine Heart in the Hand of a Saviour. Leave it 
there as a ſacred Depoſitum. Canſt thou lay up thy 
Jewel in à ſafer inet? Let Him keep thine 
Heart by his mighty Power through Faith unto Sal- 


6. Gry it. Gopis pleaſed to call that a Gift, 
which is indeed a Debt: All thou art, canſt, and 
haſt is due to Him, yet- a tat He ma may come 
in a Way of F reench, 3 and that He may ſhew BY 

W 
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| How it is accepted by Him; He calls ita Gift, ſuch 
a Gift as does enrich the Giver, not the Receiver, 
It is an Honour to thee, it is no Benefit to Him; 
his Glory doth not ſhine with borrowed Beams: 
It is neither in the Power of a Creature to eclipſe 
the Brightneſs of his Crown, nor to add one Spark 
to it. If thou doeſt Ill, what Hurt hath He by it? 
Or if thou doeſt well, what Good flows unto Him; 
any otherwiſe than as He hath joined his own Glo- 
„ and the Welfare of his People together? Thy 
Gooinek may profit thyſelf, and it may extend to 
Men like thyſelf, but it can make no Additions to 
to that which is already perfect. Thy Heart is due 
to "-naty and it is thine Honour that thou mayſt give 
it Him. | : 50 


Ul. To whom the Heart muſt be gun. 


1. Nor to any created Being. No Creature can 
be a Centre for the Heart to fix in. The Heart 

was not made for any Creature, nor. proportioned 

to it. Vill thou ſet thy Heart upon that which is not? 
Wilt thou give thine Heart to Vanity and Vexa- 
tion? Wilt thou ſet thine Heart upon that which 

| hath Wings, and can fly away when it liſteth? 
Riches have Wings; Honours and Pleaſures have 
Wings, all Creature Comforts have: Wings, and 
can fly away when they pleaſe. And therefore ; 


2. Give not thine: Heart to the World: Give, 
it not tothe Smiles and Blandiſhments of the World: 
Let it not be broken with the Frowns and Injuries 
of the World: Let nit your Hearts be troubled, (faith 
Chriſt) for I have overcome the Marld. And be not 

over careful for the Things of the World; pn wigw- 
rare, a Pythagorean would render it, Cor ne edite. 


3. GivE 


; - 4 
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3. Give it not to Stam The Devil chat old 
— would fain be winding and inſinuating into 
Hearts; he ſeeks them, and deſires, and would fain 
by any Means obtain them; and we ſee how many 
give their Hearts unto him. But what, wilt thou 
ive thy Darling to the Lyon? Wilt thou give thy 
Tunde as a Prey to the Devourer? Wilt thou give 
thine Heart to the Deſtroyer? 

4. GIVE it not to Sin. Give it not toa Dalilab. 
Give not thine Heart to that which will weaken it; 
to that that will defile it, to that that will wound it, 
to that that will ſting and diſquiet it. O] keep it 
calm and ſerene, keep it pure and unſpotted, keep 
it in its proper F reedom and 8 


IV. Wr come to conſider the Gi T itſelf, whot ie 
is s that is to be given unto GOD : The Heart. 


* Nor thine 3 Man only, not thy Body 
only. Gop dwells not ſo much in theſe Temples 
made with Hands, as in broken and contrite Spirits. 
For He Himſelf is a Spirit, and the Father of Spi- 
rits, and He will be ſerved in Spirit and Truth. He 
does not aſk for a Shell, but for a Kernel: He does 
not aſk for a Caſket, but for a Jewel. Give Him the 
Kernel, give Him the Jewel, give Him thine Heart. 
No 2 but the — allo is to be preſented 
to Him, but it is no — accepted of Him, 
than as it is animated, and enlivened by an obedi- 
ent Heart. For how elſe can it be a reaſonable Ser- 
vice, as the Apoſtle there calls it? Give Me thine 
Heart; (1. ) Not thine Ear only; though it be very 
commendable to encline an Ear unto Wiſdom, and 
to receive the gracious Words that flow from its 
Mouth; yet the Ear is only to be a Gate, and En- 
trance to let it into the Heart, and to hear in Scrip- 
ture Language, is to obey. The Word of Gop 
muſt not hang like a Jewel * in the Ear, but it 
Vol. XVII. muſt 
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muſt be cabinered, and —_— up » the He: - 
its ſafeſt Repoſitory. (2.) Not thy Tongue on 
Religion is —5 — warm thy Mouth, 1 but * — 
to melt the Heart; it does indeed ſeaſon the Diſ- 
courſe, ſo as favoury Words come out of ſuch a 
Mouth. It does ſet a Watch before the Lips, and 
bridle that ſame unruly Evil; but can you think 
that it reacheth no farther than thus? Can you 
think that Religion dwells here? Is it only a - 4 
labour, only a Matter of Diſcourſe? Nay, are 
there not that draw near wnto Gop with 
there Lips, yet their Hearts are far from Him? 
(3.) Nor t thine only: Religion is not a mere 
Notion, it does not conſiſt only in Speculatives. 
You ſee many Times that Men of the vaſteſt In- 
tellectuals, are moſt defective in Practicals. Who 
of the Heads of the World believed in Chris? Who 
of the Scribes and * oy believed in Him? There 
may be precious pearly Truths in a venemous Head. 
And indeed the Head can never be given unto Gon, 
*cill the Heart be given Him alſo. 


2. TR Heart; not Appearances aj: 50 Not a Sur- 
face, not a Colour, not a Shadow but a Rea- 
lity. And this is the Weakneſs 'of 8 Superſtition, 
it gives him only a Compliment, a Ceremony. 
They tell Him they are his Servants; What more 
ordinary Compliment in the Mouths of Men? T hey 
give Him outward Adoration; they bow the Knee 
to Chrift, and ſo did they that cruciſied Him: 
What do you do more then they? And this is the 
Vanity of y, it does not give Gop the Heart. 

"That ſpiritual Zezabe/ gives Him only a painted 


Face, the does not give Him the Heart. She is 


cloathed in Scarlet, but ſhe embraces a Dunghill. 
She puts on an outward Bravery, but within there 
is nothing but Rottenneſs. But the Spouſe of Chriſt 
is all glorious within. When the Shadows = 

multi- 
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multiplied, Gop called for the Heart then, in the 
Times of the Law; much more now in the Times 


of the Goſpel. 


3. Tre Heart, the whole Heart. Not a Piece 
of it, not a Corner of it only. The true Mother 
would not have the Child divided. Go p indeed 
loves a broken and a contrite Heart; but He won't 
accept of a divided Heart, This is that Royal Law, 
the 8 T how ſhalt Love theLoRD 
thy GOD with all thy Heart,  , 


Bor the Devil obſerves the other Rule; Divide 
and Govern: He would ſeem to be very moderate, 
to be content with a Piece of the Heart only ; but 
*tis becauſe he knows by this Means he ſhall have 
all. For Gon won't have any of it unleſs He have 
it entire. And this is one great Happineſs, that 
comes by Religion ; the Heart is thus united, and 
fixt upon one ſupreme Object. Luſts divide the 
Heart, and diſtract it. The Soul does as it were, 
dite at two Baits at once, and is caught with two 
ſeveral Hooks; this pulls that Way, and that pulls 
another Way. Pride calls for this Thing; but Co- 
vetouſneſs forbids it; which muſt needs breed a 
great Conſuſion, and Tumult in the Soul. But 
when the Heart is given unto GoD,, and yields to 
his Scepter, then other Lords ſhall no longer Rule 
over it. When a Saviour comes into the Soul, the 
Winds, and the Storms, and the Waves obey Him.. 


4. Give thine Heart; that is, all the Powers 
and Faculties of thy. Seul. Give Him thine Under- 
ſtanding; ſet open the Windows of thy Soul, for 
the entertaining of ſuch Light as ſhines from Hea- 
ven. Give thine Underſtanding to be enformed by 
Him, to be captivated by Him: Give it as Wax to 
the Seal, to receive om Stamps and Impreſſions La 
Sn} 2 


> 
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He is pleaſed toput upon ie. GiveHim thy Will, that 
which glories ſo much in its own Liberty, let it be 


ſubject to Him. Give Him thine AﬀeCtions, thoſe 


Ebbings and Flowings of the Heart: Let thy Joris 
in Him, let thy Truſt and Confidence be upon Him, 
Let all that is within thee, bleſs his holy Name. 


AND thus we have run over the Words in a 
Way of Explication, and we ſhall give you the Sum 


of all in one Obſervation, —T hat the Heart is to be 


conſecrated unto GOD. 


1. BECAUSE *tis due to Him. Look upon the 
Heart, ſee whoſe Image and Superſcription it hath; 
if the Image of Gos be upon it, (as ſure you can- 
not but ſee that, though it be much defaced) Give 
then unto GoD, the Things that are Govb's. If thou 
wilt not give Men their Due, yet ſure thou wilt 
not with-hold from Him his Due. It is due unto 
Him upon a four-fold Account. n 


1. As He is the Mater of Hearts; the Creator 
of them. All the Strength of created Beings is due 
to Him; and the Nobler any Being is, the more 
ſtrongly it is engaged to Him, for it hath received 
the more from Him. Now the Heart of Man is a 
chief Picce of Gop's Wormanſhip: *Tis Due to 
Him, as it was made by Him, and 'twas made up- 

on this Condition, that it ſhould return to Him. 


2. As He is the Lo RD, and Ruler of Hearts; 
his Throne is in the Hearts of Men, and tis He 
only that have Dominion and Sovereignty over 
them. It is the great Uſurpation of Popery, that it 
would Tyrannize over the Hearts of Men. That 
proud Antichrift would fit in the Temple of Gop; 
but there is none LoroD' of the Conſcience, but 
Gop alone, And He can frame them, and faſhion 
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them, and diſpoſe of them as He pleaſeth. He can 
rule thoſe Hearts that are moſt large, and unli- 
mited, and unreſtrained. The Hearts of Princes 
He can wind them, which Way He will, even as 
the Rivers of Waters. 2 1 | 


3. As He is the Fudge and Searcher of Hearts. 
We only can ſee the outward Surface, and Appear- 
ance of Things: But Gop He ſees into the Depth. 
and Bottom of Things. We look only to the Fruit. 
and Branches, but ſearcheth to the Root and 
Foundation. ' 


4. As He is the Spouſe of the Heart: Tis the 
Prophet Heſea's Expreſſion, I have eſpouſed thee to 
myſelf in Mercy, and Goedneſs,. and Faithfulneſs ; ſo 
that it is an Adulterous Heart that now goes after 
Creatures: Ie Adulterers, (ſays the Apoſtle) now 
ye not that the Love of the World is Enmity againſt 
Gor? And the Apoſtle ſpeaks of preſenting Vir- 
gin Hearts unto Crit. | 


UI. T1s very pleaſing and acceptable to Him. 

For, ET | 

I. He aſks it of thee, He knocks at the Door, 
He woos thine Heart, and invites it to Himſelf; 


and what is the whole Mind of the Goſpel, but to 
draw Hearts unto God with all Arguments of Love? 


2. Ts all thou canſt give Him. Now ſaith the A- 
poſtle, He accepts according to what a Man hath. 
Thou thus caſteſt all: thou haſt into the Treaſury ; 
and if thou hadſt more, thou wouldſt give it Him. 


3. Tis a comprehenſive Gift, and contains ma- 
ny other Things in it. As the Apoſtle ſays, He 


baving given thee his Son; how fhall He not with 


H 3 Him 


1 Motion, that ſets the Wheels on Working. W 
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Him give thee all Things alſo? This is the Spring of 


this Royal Fort is taken, all the Reſt will be-yield- 
ed up preſently. When the Heart indites @ goed 
Matter, then the Tongue will be like the Pen of a 
ready Mriter; then thy Glory will awake, thy 
Tongue will praiſe his Name, and encourage others 
in his Ways; then thy Bowels will be enlarged, 
and thy Hands open to the Neceſſity of the Saints; 


then there will be a Covenant made with the Eyes, 


and a Watch ſet before the Door of thy Lips; then 
thy Feet will run to the Place where his Honour 
dwelleth, and all the Members of the Body will be- 
come Inſtruments of Righteouſneſs unto Holineſs. 
Which ſhews the Vanity of thoſe ignorant Ones, 
who thank Gos, though they cannor-expreſs them- 
ſelves, yet their Hearts are as good as the beſt; tho 
there be not one Beam of Light, nor one Spark 


of Love in them; whereas a good Heart never 


wanted for ſome real Expreſſion. They that can 
ſhew a good Heart no otherwiſe than by ſaying they 
have a good one; deſire us not to believe them. 


THey that offered up Sacrifices were wont to 
judge of them moſt according to the Inwards, and 
Gop doth thus judge of Performances. For, 


1. TRR leaft Performances, ifthe Heartaccom- 
pany them, are accepted by Him. That Perſian 
onarch was famous for accepting a little Water 
from the Hand of a loving Subject: And doth not 
 Chrift accept of the fame! He that ſhall give a Cup 
of cold Maler to a Diſciple, in the Name of a Diſci- 


ple, ſhall not iſe bis Reward. What though thou 


urtle- - 


canſt not bring coſtly Sacrifices? Bring thy 1 
Doves, and young 2 and theſe ſhall be ac- 
cepted by Him. Thou haſt no Gold, nor Jewels; 
thou canſt not bring any Silk, and Purple * wy 
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Tabernacle; yet bring thy Goats Hair, and Bad- 
gers Skins, and theſe ſhall be welcome to Him. 
Thou canſt not bring Cedars to the Temple, thou 
canſt not poliſh, and carve, and guild the Temple; 
Well, but canſt thou be any Ways ſerviceable to 
it? Even that ſhall be rewarded by Him. A few 
broken Sighs, if they ariſe from a broken Heart, 
are very potent, and rhetorical. A few Tears, if 
they low from this Fountain, are preſently: bottled 
up; He puts your Tears in his Bottle. 


2. Gon accepts of your Intentions, if they fow 
from a pure Heart, though they be blaſted in the 
Bud, though they never come to the Birth... _ 


God judgeth of the Soul's Complexion by thoſe 
inward: — though Men judge only by 
outward- Expreſſions. That two edged Sword of 
Gop doth thus pierce to the Marrow, to the very 
Intentions of the Heart. The Law of Gop reach- 
eth Intentions, as our Saviour in thoſe heavenly 
Sermons of his upon the Mount doth Spiritualize 
it. And Gop doth in eſpecial Manner puniſh na- 
ked Intentions, becauſe Men cannot.puniſh them. 


3. Wk the Heart/is upright : Though there 
be Irregularities, yet they are paſſed by. No doubt 
but Abraham's Faith ſtaggered, when he was put 
to an Equivocation,. and we cannot eaſily excuſe 
Jacob's Supplantings, and Rebrtab's Deceits. Fhere 
was ſo much Frailty, and Imperfection in all theſe, 
as did plainly ſpot, and blemiſh them; and yet 
the Heart being right, Gop accepts of that, and 
covers the reſt with his pardoning Love. 

4. HEN x it is, that Gop looks not to the out- 
ward. Lump, and Heap of Performances, but looks 
to the Manner of them, and the Spirit from ny | 

Ae they 


92 The CnlIp's RETURN. 


they come. This might ſpare he Me 


Beads, which he thinks fo necellary or, tha Num- 
* of his 8 


Tus glir Light of Nature, Taught the 
Heathen thus my that the Gods did not ex- 
pect any Benefit from them, but only a grateful 
Acknowledgement. And this is the Reaſon they give, 
why they conſecrated to their Gods barren Trees, 


which indeed were Green, and Flouriſhing, but 


brought forth no Fruit at all, as the Laurel, to 4- 
; the Ny, to Bacchus; the Mirtle, to Venus; 

the Oat, to Jupiter; the Pine, to Neptune ; the 
Poplar, to Hercules; and ſo in many of the reſt. 
— b will tell you, that the Gods Aid not look 
ruit from their Worſhippers, but looked 


— — Obedience, and Thankfulneſs And 


it is that which Ingenuity teacheth Men, not to 
look to the Value of a Giſt; but to the Affection 
of him that gives it. Away then with thoſe vain 
ones, that think to bribe Heaven with their Gifts, 
and to ſtop the Mouth of Juſtice with their Per- 
formances. All Duties and Performances they are 
— to comment, and paraphraſe upon the Heart. In 
rayer, Gop expects a flaming Heart; in Hearing 
Word, He looks for a melted Heart; in Faſt- 
= rend your Hearts, and not your Cloaths; in 
T — He liſtens to hear whether ye make 
Melody in your Hearts. Religion doth — — 
Performances, and doth ſhell them, and take the 
Kernel; it doth * the 3 A 
ſence of them. Tr 


wb Henct it is, that. without his, the moſt 
pompous Performances are rejected. A Sacrifice 
without an Heart is an Abomination to Him. J 
hate your Burn!-offerings, my Soul laat hs your falemn 
Aſemblies ; * Me no more 'vain Oblations - - 
FRET: cotru 
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corrupt Heart ſoils every Ordinance, it ſtains and 


diſcolours _ Duty, it envenoms every Mercy. 


If ſuch a one Pray, tis eſteemed Howling ; if He 
Mourn, *tis hanging down the Head like a Bulruſh ; 
if he Sacrifice, tis cutting off a Dog's Neck; if he 


| Rejoyce, tis but a Blaze, a Crackling of Thorns 


under the Pot. 


6. In Heaven, when outward Performances ſhall 
vaniſh, yet then Gop ſhall have thine Heart, and 
thou ſhalt have his Face; the well-beloved ſhall be 
thine, and thou ſhalt be his. When Preaching ſhall 
ceaſe, and Prayer ſhall ceaſe, when Sicraments 
ſhall diſappear, yet then thy naked Heart ſhall be 
offered unto God; it ſhall twine about the chiefeſt 
Good, and by a near, and immediate Union, ſhall 
enjoy it for ever. RL 5 


SS, 


III. Taz Flor is to be given tints Gon, be. 


cauſe thou haſt promiſed it Him. Remember that 
primitive, and original Vow in Baptiſm. Gos then 
may take Poſſeſſion of the Heart, if He pleaſe; 
for He hath the Key of all Hearts; He hath the 
Key of an Infant's Heart, and can open it if He pleaſe. 
But however, there is an Engagement upon thee, 
by this, to give Him thine Heart. And ſure there 
are few; but ſometime or other, have given Him 
ſeveral other Promiſes of their Hearts. Didſt thou 
never offer thine Heart unto Him in a Storm ? In a 
Judgment? In a Sickneſs ? Well then, withal re- 
member that Gop takes no Pleaſure in Fools, that 
make Vows, and break them. His Promiſes to thee 
are ſure, why ſhould thine be deceitful? h/? 


IV. Give thine Heart unto Him, that He may 
make it better. It may be thou haſt a flinty Heart, 
give it to Him, and He will melt it and diſſolve it. It 
may be thou haſt a barren, and unprofitable Hearts 
irs! | give 


„„ au 


on Y 
A „1 Ne * 


af tiles © "ates, Sto 
2 
1 


"+ NN wm * q k 2 — 
« * . «4 OO I. r — K * 8 6 WS — 1 
x YE " 150 * T n wry a = 4 2 8 1 fb 542 r n ert N * t . * — 4 
2 „ 0 . " 4 L 2 i 2 RO de - As PX „ *. e er N $4 * % ak. n * Fe * * * "II aa 3%, MAKE 8 — "ICE. 2 r 5a r 8 8 
1 » — — 1 = ere. . k g 6 - 4 r 2 8 8 | CI RS n 8 * A" *%, ep, * 2 W * 5 * - 
—_ — 2 2 + 1 F — "I LY l Wh 0 pug, PT IO * * 1 rs I "08 IT. 3 ag __ 3 "Y - * £ 
£ N 25 1 7 — 8 46 l A a FACET i . — I 
S 2 * & "FT, ae . e *Þ© 1», ann hoe mu, 
22 ' : * oo 
2 9 


e e O00 4 2 * N 
* * his - Fs 
JjjJjJ36u5.... CET WEEN ard abit ne Fang, > of On aye 2, 5s a 
airs 1 g p 8 : __— FS, 8 K * - '2 
* 8 * _ + : 
"oy 7 — " 
est 
Nw 5 x 


04 The Cunp's RETURS. 


give it to Him, and He will make it fruitful; He will 
bid it increaſe, and 5 It may be thou haſt an 
unquiet, and diſcompo give it Him, and 
He will tune it. — be thou haſt a narrow, and 
— ey Heart * give 2 Him, To yew ite en · 

it. It may be thou a droſſy, and corrupt 
= give it to Him, and He will purify and re- 

it. | 


V. Gave it Him, that He may make it 
that He may fill it with his Love, that He may 
tisfy it with Himſelf, that He may ſeal — 
Spirit. It hath toiled already ſufficiently, and wea- 


ried itſelf among Vanities; it hath gone from Flower 


to Flower, and can extract nothing but Bitterneſs; 
and ftill Deſire opens its wide Mouth, and crics 
aloud, Give, give. Go then to the Fountain, to 
the Ocean, and there fill thyſelf. Doſt thou think 
thou canſt ſuck any Sweetneſs from the Breaſt of a 
Creature? No, but go to the Fulneſs of a Deity, 
and then ſtretch thy Deſires to the utmoſt Compaſs; 
widen thine Heart as much as thou.canſt, yet there 
* to make the run over aer 


| Trar's the firſt Thing, why the Heart muſt be 
given to Gon? We Ul conſider. in the next Place, 
! Paehring (230+ +7 Foo: chun ; 


(J.) Wu thou aeſt-out of a Principle of 
Love toward Him. What's Love, but a Giving of 


the Heart? As Dalilab ſpeaks to Samp/en ; How | 


canft thou fay thou leveſt me, when thine Heart is nat 


with me = here there is mutual Love, there's a 
mutual of Hearts. | God loves Himſelf 
in thee, and thou findeſt thyſelf in Go Dp. His 
Thoughts are for * Welkiare, and thy 'Thoughts 
mer Glory: Las Love there is a mixing and 
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blending of Beings; it knits, and weaves Souls to- 
gether. | „ 


(2.) THEN thine Heart is given unto Go p; 
when thou doſt act out of Sincerity, when thou art 
an Jfraelite without Guile. This is that Evangeli- 
cal Allowance, which is put into the Ballance of 
the Sanctuary, ſo as a Chriſtian is not found too 
light. 'T hoſe Spots which thou findeſt in thine own 

thou muſt waſh them out in the Blood of 
the Lamb ; thou' muſt whiten thine Heart in that 
Fountain, which is ſet open for the Houſe of David, 
and for the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, ſor Sin, and 
for Uncleanneſs, If thou beeſt ſincere, and cordial, 
and faithful with Go p, then thine Heart is given 
to Him. | | ; 
(3.) Tux thou doſt give thine Heart unto Gon, 
when thou doſt fully comply with Him in thoſe glo- 
rious Ends, in thoſe great Intereſts and Deſigns 
which He doth propound to Himſelf; when thou 
doſt ſubmit thy Will unto his, and conform thy De. 
fires unto his; when thou doſt wholly reſign up 
thyſelf unto Him, and ſweetly cloſe with his Pro- 
vidence, though never ſo myſterious and unſearch- 
able: When thou doſt luc out thy right Eye for 
Him, and cut off thy right Hand for Him; when 
thou think eſt not thy Life too dear for Him. 


(4.) Tuxx thou doſt give thine Heart unto Go 
when thou doſt ſerve Him with Vigour. Luke- 
warm Laodicea could not give the Heart unto Chi. 
When Epheſus falls from her firſt Love, her Heart 
is unbended preſently, Performances come drop- 
ing from her in a weak and languiſhing Manner. 

hereas fpiritual Productions ſhould be ſtrong and 
maſculine, ſpringing and ruſhing forth with a fa- 
cred Violence, as Gov's Love — 
. theo 
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thee with an irreſiſtable Fulneſs. Thine Heart ſhould 
boil up a good Matter, as the P/almi/? ſpeaks. But 
ſome are b cold and flat in Performances, that you 
would wonder where the Heart was all the while; 
and, to be ſure, wherever it was, it was an Heart 
of Stone, a Nabal s Heart, an Heart ſunk within 
them. Popery lays much Streſs upon the Intention 
of the Prieſt, but the People in the mean Time may 
be as remiſs as they pleaſe. But if they had but a 
Bible, or ſuch a one as they could underſtand, they 
might turn to that ſame Place; Curſed is every ane 
that dath the Work of the LORD negligently. Offer 
ſuch blind and lame Sacrifices ; offer them to thy 
Prince. Offer ſuch imperfet Obedience to the Pope. 
See whether he will accept of it. TE 


AxD thus we have ſeen why the Heart muſt be 
given unto Gop, and when it is given to Him. We 
will now ſhut up all in a Word of Application. 


I. SEE then how powerful Religion is, it com- 


mands the Heart, it ſeizeth upon the Vitals. Mo- 
rality comes with a pruning Knife, and cuts off 
Sproutings ; but Religion lays the Ax to the Root 
of the Tree. Morality looks that the Skin of the 
Apple be fair ; but-Religion ſearcheth to the very 
Core. Morality chides outward Exorbitancies ; but 
Religion checks ſecret Inclinations. Or at the beſt 
in Morality there is but a Poliſhing, a Guilding, a 
Carving of the Heart; but in Religion there is a new 
Framing, a new Modeling; nay, a new Creating. 
od the Power of Godlines it changeth the 


2. SEE alſo the Odiouſneſs of an Hypocrite. He 
doth not give Gon the Heart; and yet will give 
any Thing elſe; and will ſeem to give that too. 
Treachery and Perfidiouſneſs is that which is fo 


much 
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much deteſted by Men, as that which cuts the Si- 
news of human — And though there be ſome 
that will practiſe it, yet there are ſcarce any that 
will in expreſs Terms patronize it. Now as Perfi- 
diouſneſs hinders Commerce and Intercourſe with 
Men, fo Hypocriſy muſt needs hinder Communion 
with Gop. Can you think that a painted Sepulchre 
is a fit Place for his Spirit to dwell in? This is that 
which Chri doth ſo much upbraid: Thou blind 
Phariſee, thou that never reflecteſt upon thine own 
Heart, thou that keepeſt a continual poring on the 
outſide only, and lookeſt to the Painting, and Whit= 
ing, and Daubing of that; doſt thou think thus to 
pleaſe the pure, and bright, and piercing Eye of 
Omniſcience? Thou haſt not the black Skin of the 
Ethiopian; thou haſt not thoſe eminent Spots of the 
* i Leopard; but thou haſt the _ of the Heart, 
chou haſt the Leproſy within, and is not that more 
deadly and dangerous? The Heart of a Publican is 
tar whiter than thine. : | 


3. YET ſee the Security of a weak Chriſtian; he 
hath an Heart as well as others, and he hath given 
that to his Gop. He hath a vital Principle, an im- 
mortal Principle within him. What thoꝰ the ſturdy 
Oakes of Baſan be broken ? What tho' the ſtately 
Cedars of Lebanou fall? What tho' the green Bay- 
Trees vaniſh and diſappear ? What tho' Men of vaſt 
Abilities, of rare Accompliſhments, of fair Flou- 
ſhes in Religion, what tho' theſe draw back from 
God? Yet a weak Vine may ſtand all this while 
raning upon his Beloved laden with Fruit, 1 
both Gop and Men; a bruiſed Reed may laſt 
his while. The ſmoaking Flax may be kindled into 
lc b pure a Flame, as that it may outſhine a blazing 
„e Profeſſor. A Worm may conſume Jonah his Gourd, 
„beta Whale ſhall not conſume Jonah himſelf, Out- 
ſo Vor, XVII. I | ward 
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ward Profeſſion may wither, but nothing ſhall ſe- 
parate a ſincere Soul from his Gon. 


4. SUCH as have not yet given their Hearts unto 
Gop, let them with- hold them no longer. Put up 
thy weak Deſires, and pray Him to give thee ſuch 
an Heart, as may return itſelf to Him. Doth Gop 
aſk thine Heart of thee, and doſt thou refuſe to give 
it Him? What doſt thou aſk of him that he denies 
"thee, if it be good for thee? And do but think how 
eaſily doſt thou give thine Heart unto any other but 
thy Gop. When the World knocks, when Satan 
knocks, thou openeſt preſently ; nay, it may be 
before they knock; and muſt a Saviour only be ex- 
cluded? Is there noRhctorick in the Love of Chri/t ? 
Is there nothing that can draw thine Heart to Him ? 
Are all the Cords of Love too weak ? Doſt thou 
break them all? Will not the Influences of the Goſ- 
pel ſoften thine Heart ? Will not the Blood of a 
Saviour diſſolve it? Will not importunate Wooings 
and Beſeechings move thee? Out of what Rock wert 
thou hewn, O obdurate Soul? Doth a greater than 
Maſes ſmite the Rock, and will net it guſh out with 
Water Doſt thou ſay, thou canſt not give it to 
Him? This Anſwer is ready for thee; but, if thou 
hadſt a WUyl to give it Him, thou would'ſt have 2 
Power to give it Him too. However, make ſome 
weak Endeavours; when He moves thee, then offer 
it. to Him as well as thou canſt, though but with a 
weak, though but with a trembling Hand, and his 
Hand will meet thine, and will preſently take it of 
5. SUCH as have given their Hearts unto Gon, 
have Matter of Praite and Thankfulueſs. Bleſs thy 
God that would receiye ſuch a vain, and contemp- 
tible Thing as thine Heart was, when firſt oo 
Ll gay 
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gaveſt it to Him. Was it not infinite Love to eſ- 


pouſe ſuch an Heart to Himſelf ; to beautify it and 


enrich it, and prepare it for his Love; to-guide it, 


and teach it, and rule it; to ſteep it in all precious 


Sweetneſs ; to dilate it, that it might be more ca- 
pable of his Love; to ſet a Guard about it, and to 
keep it againſt the Subtilty and Vigilancy, the Ma- 
lice and Fury of ſpiritual Enemies? How canſt thou 
enough admure the Greatneſs of this his Goodneſs? 
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PANTING SOUL. 
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Ps Ar. xii. I. 


As the Hart panteth after the W ater- 


Brooks, ſo panteth my Sou? after Thee, 
8 as 


E R E's one of the ſweet Strains of David's 
Harp ; one of thoſe bright and ſparkling Ex- 
preſſions, which not only carry a Majeſty 

with them, but even include a Deity : One of thoſe 


holy and firong eee with which he was 


wont (that Imay allude to that of the Prophet E/ay's) 
to = his Soul that poliſhed Shaft) out of the 
Quiver of the y, and to dart it up to Heaven, 
the Place of his Treaſure and . and the Dwel- 


ling-Place of his Gop. And truly every Pfalm may 
well ſay, as the Pſalmiſt himſel ſays, ** the hun- 
dred and thirty-ninth Pſalm, I am admirably made, 
1 am curiouſly wrought : »151ap7), fo tis in the Ori- 


ginal ; 3 Tam wrought with a needle. There's a ap 
ritu 
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ritual ww re rect © a moſt rare and ſacred Needle-- 
ſa 


Work in every Pſalm: They are all wrought by 
the Finger of the Spirit; and they are like the. 
King's Padghitr: in the forty-fifth Pſalm, Their 
Cloaathing is of wrought Geld, their Rayment of Nee- 
 dle-IV/ork, and they are all glorious within. We doubt 
not but that there's a moſt divine Emphaſis in all 


Scripture-Eloquence, and every Jot and Tittle in 
holy Writ. As it has Eternity ſtampt upon it, ſo it 
has a Majeſty ſhining in it: But yet never did hea- 


venly Eloquence ride in more ſolemn and trium- 


phant Pomp, than in this Book of Pſalms : As if 


the Voice had been here contrary to that in other 
Triumphs, Remember thou art immortal. And as for 
that prophane Politician, that faid he found more 


Sweetneſs in Pindar's Odes, than in David's Pſalms ;. 
he might as well have ſaid, (if he had pleafed) that 


he found more Fragrancy in noiſom Weeds, than 
in the Roſe of Sharon, or Lilly of the Vallies ; that 


he found more Sweetneſs in a Dunghill, than in a 


Garden of Spices, than in an Eden, even a Garden 
of Gor. Yet the Word in the Original is appro- 
priated to the panting Hart, and' may ſeem to be 
borrowed from that very Noife which it makes in 
its Braying after the Water-Brooks, Now as for the 
Hart *tis but a melancholy timerous Creature at the 
deft, a panting Creature. But that which the Text 


chiefly aims at, is the Dryneſs of Temper in the 


Hart, which at ſome Times of the Year, (in Au- 
tumn chiefly) is very exceſſive, eſpecially in thoſe 


hot and dry Countries, and being uſually in the De- 


ſert, doth more diſcover itſelf, by Reaſon of the 
Scarcity of Waters there. Tis likely here in the 
Text, *tis meant of the Hart's panting, when *tis 


chaſed by the Hunter, for the Quenching of its 
Thirſt, as the following Words clearly intimate, 


My Soul is a Thirſt, &c. Herat lateri lethalis arunds,, 
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the Arrows of the Purſuer ſtick faſt in it, and the 
Venom thereof drinks up its Spirits. Why now 
Water- Brooks can hardly quench its Thirſt, with 
Behemoth in Fob, it can drink up Rivers, and-ſup up ] 
the Ocean at a Draught; there's a Combuſtion in 
its Bowels, nothing but Fire, Fire; Nature's on I 
Fire, and would fain be quench'd, and thoſe lit- t 
i 

0 


tle Reliques of Strength that it has, it ſpends in 
panting after the Streams of Water. Thus does the 
Hart pant after the Water- Brooks, and thus did I 
David's Soul; thus does every devout Soul pant N 
after the Living Gop; and thus ardently. Religion 0 
is no Matter of Indifferency as vain Man would p. 
imagine. It requires the very Flower and Vigour of th 
the Spirit, the Strength and Sinews of the Soul, the uf 
Prime and Top of Affections. It is no empty Wiſh ſt 
nor languiſhing Endeavour, no ſtill - born Prayer m 
nor abortive Reſolution will ſerve the 'Turn. He 
that's but almoſt a Chriſtian, ſhall but almoſt be ſa- 
ved, and that will be the very 82 of Dam- 
nation, to have been within a Step to Heaven. But 
there is a Grace, a panting Grace, we know the 
Name of it, and that's all; tis called Zeal, a flam- 
ing Edge of Aﬀection, and the ruddy Complexion of 
the Soul; which argues it ſound, and ſhews it love- 
97 This is that that makes a Chriſtian an ny 
park, a Son of the Coal, even of the burning Coal, 
that was fetch'd from the Altar. Nay, we need not 
go fo low as this, a zealous Chri/tian is an incar- 
nate Seraph, what would I ſay more? He's juft of 
his Saviour's Complexion, white and ruddy, the 
Faireſt of ten 2 no This was that, that ſet a 
Luftre upon thoſe ſhining Rubies that adorned the 
noble Army of Martyrs. Their Soul was a Thirſt 
even for the Living Gop; they entered into Hea- 
ven panting, e . they reſt themſelves to all 
Eternity. And yet there are a Generation in the 


World that are all for a Competency in * 
i an 


he Panting Sour. 103 


and are afraid of too much Holineſs: A Laodicean 
Temper ſhall N50 under the Name of Moderation, 
and a reeling Neutrality ſhall be ſtiled Prudence and 
Diſcretion; What needs this Breathing and Pant- 
ing? this Forwardneſs and Eagerneſs this Vehe- 
mency and Violence in the Way of Religion? And 
they look upon ſuch Expreſſions of Affection as this 
in the Text, as upon rhetorical Flouriſhes. Fer 
ſurely was ſtrangely melancholy when he wiſht his 
Head a, Fountain, that he might weep Day and 
Night; and 'twas meer Folly in the Spouſe in the 
Canticles, to be ſick of Love. Thus does the Ser- 
pent hiſs at the Ways of Godlineſs, and thus does 
the natural Man argue. But go vain Man, look 
upon the panting Hart, wonder why it breaths ſo 
ſtrongly after the Streams of Water; bid it pant 
moderately after the Water-Brooks, and when thy 
empty Breath can abate its Fervency, then, and not 
till then, nay hardly then, wonder at the Strength 
of a Chriſtian's Deſire after Communion with his 
Gop: For as the Hart pants after the Water-Brooks, 
ſo panteth his Soul after his GoD, fo ſtrongly. 


2. 90 panteth my Soul after Thee, O Gop t fo 
w/atisfiably - And that in a double Senſe. 


1. Tis fatisfied with nothing elſe. 2. Tis not 
latished with a little of this. | : | 


1. NoTHING can ſtill the weary and thirſty 
Hart, but the Streams of Water, and nothing can 
content the panting Soul, but the Fruition of his 
Gor : Gop never reſted till He made Man, and 
Man never reſts till he enjoys God. He has a Soul 
within him of a vaſt Capacity, and nothing can fill 
it to the Brim, but he that's Fullneſs itſelf. 


"Tis 
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*T rs the Voice put into every one's Mouth, 77; 
| will ſhew us any Geed? Indeed 'tis the Errand for 
which we are ſent into the World, to find out Hap- 
pineſs, and yet we ſeek it fo as if we were loath to 
find it. And Happineſs may well have that Inſcrip- 
tion, which Plutarch tells us, was u Tem- 
ple of Vie, No Man hath taken off my Veil. We 
knock at every Creature's Door, but there's nothing 
within, no filling Entertainment for the Soul; no 
Creature can bid it Welcome. Would you know 
what they all amount to? If you'll believe Szlomon's 
Reckoning, the very Sum Total is, Vanity of Vani- 
ties, all is Vani'y and Vexation of Spirit. Vexation 


is the very Quinteſſence of the Creature, and all 


that can poſſibly be extracted out of it. Now if 
Vanity can ſatisfy, or if Vexation can give Con- 
tent, if you can gather Grapes off Thorns, or Figs 
off Thiſtles, go on to dote upon the Creatures, and 


to be enamoured with a Shadow of periſhing Beau- 


ty. The Prophet tells us, all the Creatures are but 
as the Drop of a Bucket ; when the Water's emp- 
ty'd out of a Bucket, perhaps a Drop ſtays ſtill be- 
hind, a weak Drop, which recollecting all its Forces, 
yet has not Strength chough.to fall. And will ſuch 
a Drop (think you) ſatisfy a panting Hart? The 
Creatures are weighed in the Balance of the Sanc- 
tuary, and they are found to be lighter than the 
Duft of the Balance, and this will enflame the 
Thirſt, rather than quench it. To ſpeak in the Epi- 
grammatiſt's Language, they are meer nothing. 

And ſurely Man is the Vanek of all the reſt, the 
Index of all the Volumes of Vanity ; that by Sin 
has ſubjected the Creatures unto the Bondage, un- 
der which they groan, and wait to be delivered, and 
yet dreams of diftilling I know not what Felicity 
out of them. And 20 Bi Phi ſuppoſed Excellency, 
which we fancy in the Creatures, *tis only to be 
found in Gop Himſelf. Surely that's no panting 


Soul, 


the TR 
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Soul, that forſakes the Fountain of living Waters, 
and digs to itſelf broken and empty Cifterns that 

will hold no Water. The Hart pants unſatisfiably 

after the Water-Brooks, and the Soul as unſatisfia- 

\bly aſter Communion with its God ; is ſatisfied 
with nothing elſe, But | 


Tis not ſatisfied with a little of this, not a Drop 
nor a Taſte will ſuffice the thirſty Hart; it does not 
come like a Dog to the Nie, a Lap and away, a 
Drop can no more quench its Thirſt, than it could 
cool Drves's Tongue, though indeed he begged for 
no more. That thort Refreſhment, - which is ſhut 
up in a Drop, does but beſpeak a ftronger Panting 
after ſome what more full and ſatisfactory. - 


Wren the Underſtanding once ſees its proper 
Good. O how ſweetly ? how preſently does the 
Will embrace it? and it becomes the well-beloved 
of the Soul. How does it enlarge itfelf, for the 
Entertainment of it? And how does it delight to 
expatiate in ſo choice a Happineſs ! He that taſteth a 
little of Gop's Goodneſs, thinks he never has coougy 
of it; to be ſure, he can never have too much, there's 
no Fear of furfeiting upon Happineſs. *Tiis true the 

{Glimpſe of Go D's favourable Preſence is enough 
o ſupport and cheriſh the Soul, but tis not enough 
to ſatisfy the Soul: O how pleaſant it is to ſee Ch 
through the Lattices? and yet the Spouſe will never 
fave Longing till ſhe ſee Him Face to Face. There's 
weetneſs indeed in a Cluſter of Canaan, but yet 
uch as ſets the Teeth on Edge for more. The thirſty 
Hart pants after the Water, and the Chriſtian after 
Fullnefs of Communion with his G o Þ : $9 pant- 
a my Soul after Thee, O God! ſo unſatisfighly. 

ut 28 Wir 
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3. So panteth my Soul after Thee, O GOD! fo 


une antly until it be ſatisfhed. The thirſty Hart ne- 
ver leaves panting while it has any Being; Delay 
here does but whet Defire, and give it Time for, | 
ſtronger Forces. And what elſe is a Chiſtian's whole NN 
Life, but a continued Annihilation after his Gop ? \ 
And though this may ſeem very wearifom and tedi— 0 
ous, to be always a Panting: Yet the Chri/tian's 
Soul finds far more incomparable Sweetnefs, ſolid 7 
and maſly Joy, beaten Joy, like beaten Cold; he x” 


finds more of this in the very Panting after his Gop, 
than any Worldling can, when, with the greateſt W_ 
Complacency, he takes his Fill of his choileſt De- | 
lights, and when he enjoys the Smiles and Blan- fr 
- diſhment of Fortune, his fo much adored Deity. % 1. 


Tus Joys of an Hypocrite, as they are ground- 
leſs and imaginary, ſo like his Services, they ate 75 


vaniſhing and tranſitory. But a Chri/tian as he's al- 18 


ways breathing after his Gop, ſo. he's always draw- 
ing Sweetneſs from Him. And here twere eaſy to 
ſhew, how in every Condition the Soul breaths af- 9. 
ter its Gop, when it ſees the Vanity of the moſt * 
flouriſhing Condition, it pants after Fulneſs in its 1 
God :, When it ſees the Vexation of a cloudy Con- 
dition, it pants after Contentment only to be found 
in its Gop. But I ſhall inſtance only in theſe two, as 
having. ſome nearer Acquaintance with the Text, 
the ſtrong Pantings of a tempted Soul, and the ſe- 
er fre of a languiſhing and a deſerted Soul. 


I. Ix Temptations the Soul pants after its 0D: 
They that are ſkilled in thoſe Terms tell us, that 
an Hart is properly a Stag which has eſcaped a King 
in Hunting: And there are ſome ſuch Chriſtians, 
that have eſcaped the Prince of the Air (that Nim- 
rod the mighty Hunter) and all his fiery * 

8 | 5 
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Gov his ſerhis:Bow in e , canis Noland od 


Peace and Reconciliation (the Rainbow, the Lace 


of Peace's Coat:) And the Devil he muſt ſet his. 


Bow in the Clouds too, in the troubled and cloudy 


Spirit, and there are Arrows in the Hand of the 


Mighty. And how ſhall the Soul eſcape theſe 
her Dans; but by panting after its Gop as the 


only Place of Refuge, a /frong Tower and u Rick of 


Defence, and by breathing after Heaven, as a Place 
where *tis ſure to be free from them. F445 

Anis, 0 LoRD, and fave me, O my Go p, 
from the Mouth of the Lion that's ready to devour 


ne, left he tear my Soul and rent it to Pieces, while 


there is none to deliver. Lo, the Enem has bent 
tus Bowz and made ready his Arrow upon the String, 
that he may ſecretly ſhoot at the Upright in Heart : 
But compaſs me, O Gop, with thy Favour as with 
Shield; keep me as the Appic of thine Eye, and hide 
ne under the Covert of thy Wings: Deliver me from 
my ſtrong Enemy, and from him that hateth me, for 
be is tes ſtrong fer me. O fend me Help from thy 
danttuaryy and ftrengthen me out of Sion! And 


thus when with a ſure Recumbency it leans upon 


its Gop, it has Leiſure with an holy Triumph to 
dut-brave the Enemy: And as for thee that 
wouldſt make a Partition between me and my 
Cop, ſee if thou canſt tear me from the bleed- 
ing Wounds of my dying Saviour; rend me (if 
thou knoweſt how) from the Bowels, the tender- 
eſt Bowels of Gob's deareſt Compaſſion: See if 
the Gates of Hell can prevail againſt the Rock 
of Eternity. If Thou, O Gop, be with us, if 
the Gop of Jacub be our Refuge, we will not 
far what all the Powers of Darkneſs can do againſt 
Ss: Nie are more than Conquerors. Theſe are 
te ſtrong Pantings of a tempted Soul: 


SECONDLY, 
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. -SECONDL.y, In Deſertions, even then the Soul | 
pants after its God; when the Soul is ready to 
. periſh in the Dark, it pants after the Water- 
4 Gop dips his Pen in Gall, and writes 1 
bitter Things againſt it. The Soul is a-thirſt, and, N 
like its Saviour, can have nothing but Gall and a 
Vinegar to drink, yet ſtill it pants after its Gov. ; 
Tis under a Cloud indeed, but even theſe Clouds / 
ſball drop Fatneſs, they ſhall drop upon the Dwel- \ 
lings of the Wilderneſs, and the barren Soul ſhall , 
rejoice : Like 2 the Baptiſt, it feeds upon Ho- 1 
ney in the Deſert, not wild Honey, ſuch as the 1 
Worldling's Joy, but Honey out of the Rock, 8 
upon the Tip of the Rod like 3 to open C 
the Eye, and to refreſh the Heart. A Soul in a . 
C 
W 
th 
ſt: 
ſu 
ſic 


Dieſertion, is as it were a Soul in a Conſumption, 
and one only Taft of Gon's ſweeteſt Love in Je- 
ſus Ghrit, is a ſure Reſtorative for ſuch a languiſh- 
ing Soul. Now in the greateſt Eclipſe of Gop's 
Favour, when there is not ſo much as a ſecret 
Light, yet there's a ſtrong Influence, nay ſtronger 
than at another Time, for his Strength is propor- 
tion'd to eur Weakneſs: And they are Paul's 
own Words, When I am'weak, then I am ſtrong. 
There's a Door of Hope open'd in the Valley of 
Acher ; and now the Soul pants after Gon, as a 
Father of Mercies, and a Gop of Conſolations. 
A Gop of Conſolation? What higher what ſweet- 
er Strain? All the Balm of Gilead ſeems: to be 
wrapt up in this Expreſſion, A Gop of Conſo- 
lation; that's one, who in the ſtrangeſt Exigen- 
cies and greateſt Repugnances, when Comtorts 


fail, can create new Comforta, can raiſe them iſ 8 
out of the barren Womb of Nothing, can do it Cor 
with a Word, for Omnipotency uſeth to put itſelf * 
to no greater Expences: The very commanding WF Gi 


Word, Let there be Light in ſuch a Soul, is e- 
nough to make it more glorious than the * 
** Ls ea- 
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Heaven. And now the Soul pants thus, as you 


may hear David panting almoſt in every Pſalm : 


Hot long wilt Thou forget me, O Lon, for ever? 


And how long wilt Thou hide thy Face from me? 
Hath the Loxp forgotten to be gracious? And hath 
He in Anger ſhut up his tender Mercies? And is his 
Arm ſborten d, it cannot ſave? Or 1s his 


Mercy clean gone for ever, and does his Promiſe fail 


for evermore? Weeping hath endur'd for a Night, 
Why comes not Joy in the Morning? Whenwilt 
Thou N onging Soul, and fill the Thirſty 
with thy oſs? hen wilt Thou lead me 
into thy green Paſtures, and refreſh my Soul with 


Sweetneſs? When, O when! ſhall I enjoy an 
Ordinance in its orient Luſtre, in its heavenly 


Beauty, in its full and pureſt Sweetneſs? When, 


O bleffed Saviour] wilt Thou become the Lilly 


of the Vallies? The Beauty and the Ornament of 
the humble Soul? And when ſhall theſe Vallies 
ſtand ſo thick of Corn, that they my laugh and 


ſing? And then it breaks into ſome ſuch Expreſ- 
ſions, as that of a ſweet Singer in our 1/rael. 


Ah, my dear Gon! though I be clean forgot 


ſl are the ſecret Pantings of a languiſhing 
ul. MY 1 þ 5 5 hg? oy | 


Thus you ſee how the Soul pants after its Gon, 
even as the Hart pants after the Water-Brooks: 
We are to diſcover in the next Place, what Man- 
ner of Communion with its God it is, that the 
Soul thus pants after, and that either mediate 


o 


Communion with Him here in his Ordinances, or 
immediate Communion with Him hereafter in 
Glory. And 33 1 
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Fist, itſtrongly defires Acquaintance with Him 


here in his'Ordinances. Chry/e/tom tells us, that 
David, like a Lover in Abſence, muſt expreſs 
Affection: As they have their Sighs, and paſſionate 
Complaints: Their loving Exclamations, and 
ſundry Diſcoveries of Affection; they can meet 
with never a Tree, but in the Bark of it they 
muſt engrave the Name of their Darling; ſo the 
true Lovers of Gop are always thinking upon 
Him, ſighing for Him, panting after Him, talk- 
ing of Him, and (if 'twere poſſible) would en- 
ave. the Name of the LoxD Jeſus upon the 
Breaſts of all the Men in the World: Look upon 
David, now a baniſh'd Man, and fled from the 
Preſence of Saul, and ſce how he behaves him- 
ſelf: Not like T hemi/focles or Camillus, or ſome of 
thoſe brave baniſh'd Worthies. ' He does not com- 
lain of the Ungratefulneſs of his Country, the 
Malice of his Adverſaries, and his own unhapp 
| Succeſs: No, inſtead of Murmurring, he falls a 


|  Panting, and that only after his Gop. He's baniſh'd 
from the Sanctuary, the Palace of Gop's nearcſt 


Preſence and chiefeſt Reſidence, he can't enjoy 
the Beauty of Holinefs, and all other Places ſeem 
to him but as the Tents of Kedar: He's baniſh'd 
from the Temple, and he thinks himſelf baniſh- 
ed from his Gop, as tis in the following Words; 


O when ſhall I come and appear before the Face of 


Gop? The whole Stream of Expoſitors runs this 
Way: That 'tis meant of his ſtrong Longing to 
viſit the Temple, and thoſe amiable. Courts of 
his Gop, with which his Soul was ſo much taken, 
and ſo tis equivalent to that in the Ixiii. P/alm, 
M4y Soul thirfteth for. Thee, to fee thy Glory and thy 
Power, fo as ] have. ſeen it in the Sanctuary, there 
ta appear before the Face of Gon. In the Or- 
dinances appears the Face of Gon, as Calum 


ſpeaks, ſuppoſe a Glaſs, (tis one of our Divine's 


Illuſtrations.) 
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Illuſtrations.) When a Man hath look'd into it, 
ſhould keep a permanent and unvaniſhing Species 
of his Face, tho? he himſelf afterwards were ab- 
ſent, we might well ſay there were the Face of 
ſuch a Man. The Goſpel is ſuch a Glaſs, re- 
preſenting Chriſt unto us, ſo that when we hall 
come to ſee Him Face to Face in Heaven, we 
may be able to ſay, Surely this is the very Savi- 
our that was deſcribed to me in the Goſpel : Gon 
has made Himſelf very conſpicuous in his own 
Ordinances. | 


No Doubt, but that even now Gop was a lit- 
tle Sanctuary unto David, and he had a private 
Oratory in his own Breaſt, where he could men- 
tally retire, -and ſhut up his Thoughts and Affec- 
tions in that interior Cloſet, and yet he pants af 
ter the publick Worſhip of his Gon, Muſick in 
Conſort is ſweeteſt. And ſome have took it for 
myſterious in Nature, that Affections are wrought 
upon in Publick more ſtrongly than in private. 
The Ordinances; theſe are the Woater-Brooks 
David's Heart pants after, Living Water, bub- 
bling up to Eternity. And yet 'tis not the Out- 
ſide of an Ordinance that the Soul thus breathes 
for; alas! there's little Sweetneſs in a Shell, as 
the Apoſtle ſays in: another Caſe, the Surface of 
it ſoon paſſes away, and *tis practical Popery to 
reſt in an Opus operatum. You may hear David 
panting in another Place, O who twill give me to 
drink of the . the Well of Bethlehem? It 
was not the outward Water that he ſo much long- 
ed for. You ſee when that was brought him by 
the Hazard of Mens Lives, twas but Water ſpilt 
upon the Ground: No, *twas a Saviour to be 
born in Bethlehem that his Soul thirſted after: O 
who will give me to drink of the Water of the ell 
ef Bethlehem? Thou haſt open'd thy Mouth wide 
* „ (O bleſ- 
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(O bleſſed Prophet!) and thy Saviour hath fill'd 
it: Thou haſt taſted of the Water which He has 
given thee to drink, and thou ſhalt never thirſt 
any more; but tis a Well of Water ſpringing up 
in thee to eternal Life. A Soul breathes after an 
Ordinance as an Opportunity of having freer In- 
tercourſe with its GoD; to have an heavenly 
Tincture upon it, to breath in ſo ſweet an Air, 
to be ſteep'd in a Divine Nature, to have Fore- 
taſtes of Happineſs, a Prepoſſeſſion of Heaven, 
and ſome Dawnings of Glory. And.then it en- ; 
Joys it in its orient Luſtre, in its heavenly Beauty, 

in its full and pureſt Sweetneſs, when it meets : 
with its Gop there, and encreaſeth its Acquain- ” 
tance with Him. And would you fee how the 8 
Soul thus breaths after us Gop in every Ordi- (t 
nance? ; + t 


1. Is the Ford, there it deſires the pure Milk, th 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks. Faith pants after a Pro- J 
miſe, a Breaſt of Confolation. The Soul lies th 
panting at the Pool of Betheſda, and waits for the th 
Stirring of the Waters. of 


2. As for the Sacrament of the LorD's-Supper, be 
there are mellita flumina, ſtreaming Brooks of But- 
ter and Honey, as Fob ſpeaks: And O how wel- 

come is the panting Soul hither! Gop has ſent a 
Meſſenger to invite him. Ho! every one that 
thirfteth, let him come and drink freely: Drink; 
yea, drink abundantly, O Beloved! Tis moſt true 
here that which Triſinegiſtus feign'd, Gon ſets a 
great Cup full of Celeſtial Liquor, with this Pro- 
clamation, Up Soul, and drench thyſelf in this 
Cup of the Spirit”. The Cup overflows. Here 
if ever, the Soul is comforted with Flaggons, and 
Ghriffs Love is ſweeter than Wins, © 


a a How 
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3. How can I tell you the ſtrong Pantings of 
the Soul in Prayer? The Apoſtle calls them, Rom. 
viii. 26. Groans unutteralle, when the Soul is 
breathing up ſweet Odours unto the Throne of 
Grace, and Heaven itſelf is thus perfumed. In 
all theſe you ſee how the Soul breaths after Com- 
munion with its Gop, mediate Communion with 
Him here. But 


SECONDLY, It pants after immediate Commu- 


nion with Him in Glory, and the followingWords 
will bear this Senſe, © when ſhall I appear before 
the Face of Gop' in Glory! Thus Paul pants, I 
deſire to be diſſolv d, and to be with Chriſt, Thus the 
Souls pants in the Revelation, Come, LorD JESUS, 


come quickly. Here we ſip of the Water of Life, but 


there we ſhall drink it up, tho' there be . 


to the Bottom: Here we are Sons of Hope, and 


that's a panting Grace: Hope indeed is an early 
Joy; but when Grace ſhall be ripen'd into Glory, 
then Hope ſhall be ſwallowed up in Fruition; and 
thus we with open Face, beholding the Glory 
of Gon, are chang'd into the ſame Image from 
Glory to Glory; that's either, from his Glory we 
become glorious, or elſe from Grace to Glory; 
tor Grace is Glory in the Bud, as Glory is Grace 
at the Full. Surely Glory is nothing elſe but a 
bright Conſtellation of Graces; and Happineſs 
nothing but the Quinteſſence of Holineſs. | And 
now the Soul by an holy Gradation aſcends high- 
er, from thoſe Firſt-fruits and Earneſt-pennies of 
Joy here, to the Conſideration of the Fulneſs of 
Glory which it expects hereafter.. 


Bur when the Soul ſhall be unſheath'd from 


the Body, (that I may allude to the Chaldee Idiom) 


how glorioaſly ſhall it then gliſter? Or, to ſpeak in 
Plutargh's Expr eſſion, = xn inCaga ix oupaTo, TITLE 
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114 The Panting Soor. 
28 in whas eee Gl re What 
„ in what Bri ſs ſhall it appear ? 
did David's Soul, his panting Soul, here leap for 
Joy, when he remember'd thee, O Sion? O how 
triu y then does bis glorified Soul now 
Jes Did his Soul ſing ſo 
in a Cage of Clay? What Melody (think 
ou) does it now make, being let ! to all 
ternity? Is there ſuch Deliciouſneſs in a Cluſter 
of Grapes, cut down in the Brook Efbcol, what 
look you for in the Vintage of Caanan, the Land 
of Promiſe? Is but a Proſpect of that holy Land 
upon the Top of Mount P:/zeh ſo pleaſant and 
_ delightful ? Surely then their Lot is fallen to them 
in a fair Ground, and they have a 1 
that enjoy the Sweetneſs of the Land that flows 
with Milk and Honey. Has but a Glimpſe of 
Gop's favourable Countenance, ſuch a powerful, 
fuch a ſ ing Influence upon the Soul? O think 
(if you can) how it ſhall be raviſh'd with the Ful- 
of the Beatifical Viſion! when the clarify'd 
Soul ſhall drink in the Beams of Glory, and be 
filled with Joy to the very Brim. When the pant- 
ing Soul ſhall reſt itſelf in the Boſom of a Saviour, 
and fix his Eye upon the Brightneſs of his Maje- 
Ry to all Eternity; nay, when Eternity ſhall ſeem 
too ſhort for the Beholding and Admiring of fuch 
tranſcendent Excellencies, and for the Solemniz- 
ing of thoſe heavenly Nuptials between Chri/t and 
His moſt beloved Spouſe: Where all the Powers 
of Heaven ſhall dance for Joy, while a Conſort of 
ms ſing an Epithalamium. Beloved (ſays the 
Apoſtle) now are ye the Sons of Go p, but it ap- 
pears not as yet what ye ſhall be. This choice Prero- 
gative of Adoption does but ſhadow out your fu- 
ture Glory, for it appears not as yet what ye ſhall 
de. Now ye are Sons, but in your Minority; 
Sone, but yet inſulted over by Servants, Now ye 


r 
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are Sons, but then ye ſhall be Heirs, Heirs. of 
Gl „ and Co-heirs with Chri/. Now you ſee 
„ in a Riddle, and that Book 
which is calld the Revelation, is moſt vailed with 
Obſcurityz but then you ſhall ſee Face to Face; 
Las Gon promiſes to manifeſt to Moſes; and 
ſome think, that this Place of the Apoſtle alludes 
to thoſe very Words taken out of Numb. xii. 6. 
The Riddle that hath poſed ſo many, ſhall then 
be explicated, Happineſs ſhall be unmafk*d; the 
Book ſhall beunſeal'd, the white Stone ſhall ſparkle 
moſt 1 you ſhall behold with open Face 
the Glo 30D, you ſhall know as you are 
known: — know ſo as Gop is pleaſed to be 
known OT to manifeſt Himſelf unto me. O 
let every _ — Soul, with its Apprehen- 
ſions raked, its Aﬀections adyanc'd, wait and 
long and breath for ſo glorious a Time, when the 
Panting Soul ſhall become an enjoyi an em- 
bracin > Soul. When, Water-Brooks th 
into Rivers of Pleaſure, ever ſpringing from Gop's 
Right-hand, who is the Fountain of Being, where 
the glorious Rays that n 
Chriſt, ſhall gild thoſe pleaſant and 
Streams, and there ſhall be freſh and . 
Ebulitions of Joy, fo that the pure Soul may 
bath itſelf in Bliſs, and be forever ſteep'd in inex- 
preflible, in inconceivable Sweetnels!  _. 
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| Jopcrs v. 23. 
Curſe ye Meroz, (fat th the Angel of the 


Lon p) Curſe bitterly the Inhabitants” 

thereof, becauſe they came not out to the 

Help of the Lok p, to the Help of the 
|  Lorp againſt the Mighty 


T* 18 Chapter i is filled with a | Trivmphant 


Song g. that was made oy Deborah, that 
glorious Nurſing-mother in 1/raet, and after- 


2 great and famous Conqueſt, which Gop had 


given her and Barak, over * and Siſera, and 


all their mighty Hoſts. She e preſently after the 
Victory breaks out into a Pſalm of Thankſgiving, 
ſhe ſtirs up her Soul to the Praiſe of her Gop, 
and excites Barak to bear her Company in this 
ber Joy: Awake Deborah, awake, &c. Deborah 


== 7-3 EP ——_ 


ET, Hag 


— — 
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in the Hebrew Language, ſignifies a Bee; a Bee 
dy them is called 11127, a working, induſtrious 
Condubly ; and this Song may well be looked upon 
as Deborab's Honey-comb, a ſweet and precious 
Song, dropping from her gracious Lips, Deberat's 
Honey-comb ; but with af this Bee has a Sting, 
Curſe y « Meroz, faith the Angel of the LoRD, Chrſe 
ye bitterly: Which {ſtrikes through all ſuch as main- 
tain not the Cauſe of Gop, againſt his Enemies z 
that come not out to the Help of the LorD, to the 


Help of the Lonp againſt the ghty. 


Ir you look upon the foregoing Words, you 
may ſve U there muy” this holy Propheteſs takes an ex- 
at View of the Behaviour of the ſeveral Tribes in 
this Time of War, when the People of {rae} were 
now ing the Canaanites, ſuch Enemies as Gon 
had devoted to Deſtruction. And after ſpecial No- 
tice taken, ſhe gives juſt Commendations of all ſuch 
as were 9 in the LoxD's Cauſe, and withal, 
ſharp Reproofs to all ſuch as were negligent in this 
their Duty. And firſt ſhe begins with the Praiſe of 
them that deſerve it. 


' Ours Ephraim — lang 3 
Amalek.] This Tribe ſent in Aid to 2 and 
te Root that ſprung from — 7 r 
was Deborah herſelf, © who Tfrae ing 
under a Palm Tree, 9 5 "Bethel, f 
in Mount Ephraim; and by ber Charge and Au- 
thority the War was undertaken; os A hes 
whetted Barak, 5 e 
zanſt their Enemies. 


AFTER thee Benjamin, mung People. 
Knit thee, O Amalek; ſome of Ster ad= 
| * W to aromas: 5 


Our 
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tbe Writer.) Learned Men, and ſkilful Lawyers, 
ſuch as handle the Pen, theſe helped forward in the 


2 — of Reuben, that they ſhould hold back, and 


nh minded their 
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Our of Machir came down Governors.] The 
Tribe of Maneſfſeh branched itſelf into two noble 
Families, that of Machir, and the other of Farr; 


and out of Machiy there came worthy Men to help 
in the Battle. 


uns our of Zebulon 24% that hand the Pen if 


War, both (1.) By their Counſel and Advice: 
And this is none of the ſmalleſt Aids. Or (2.) By 
Weapons and outward Aid; ſuch as were wont to 
handle the Pen of the Writer, they now handle the | 


Spear of the Soldier. a 
Ci 

Anp the Privees of Iſſachar were with Debirab. } BC 
Choice and worthy Ones, Heads of the People. : 
{ 

Ax D I/achar. ] Not = the Princes, but 0 bt 
Reſt of the Tribe. to 


Au ad Barak.] He was the Captain, Chief in 
the War. He was ſent on Foot into the _ He T 
was the Leader of the Foot-men in the Valley. he. 
Thus far ſhe Nr in -_ next Words the zen 


reproves. ; 
wh 


For the Diviſions of Reuben, there were great 
. Heart; why abodeft thou among the Sheep- 4 
ar the Bleetings of the Flocks 1 For the 
Divi ons 0 —_— there were great Searchings of 
Heart.] great Wonderings why Reuben 
came not out to "help thei their Brethren ; for the Divi- 


3 of the Tribes; many en- 

—— ak ben came not. This Tribe dwelt 
—— Jordan, in goodly Paſture; and they too 
Cattle and neglected the 2 — 
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of the Common-wealth. They were hearing the 
Bleatings of the Sheep, and the Bellowings of the 
Oxen, when their Brethren: heard the Alarm of 


War. Why abode/t thou among thy Sheepfolds? Haſt 


thou no Care of Hrael's Troubles, of the bleeding 
Condition of thy Brethren ? Doſt thou take more 


Care of thy Sheep than of them? See how the fierce 


Enemy like a Wolf, comes to devour them, and 
proud Siſera is ready to tear them in Pieces! Wilt 
thou not take as much Care of them as of thy Sheep? 


GIL EA abede beyond Jordan.] Both the Fami- 
lies of Mana ſſeb, Machir and Fair dwelt in Gilead, 
and poſſeſſed it: Now the Family of Machir was 
commended before, ſo that here is meant of Jair. 
Or elſe the Words are to be took thus, as an An- 
ſwer to Reuben, Why couldſt not thou come from 
beyond Jordan, as well as Gilead; Gilead abode 
beyond Feordan, and yet he came? and fo this tends 


10 Gilead” 8 P raiſe, and to Reuben's Diſhonour. 


Ax why did Dan remain in Sbips?] Either 1. 
To ſhelter themſelves from the Enemies, when they 
heard 222 Siſera's coming. Or elſe 2. Dan 
remained in Ships, he minded his own Buſineſs and 
Merchandiſe. And why did Dan remain in Ships, 
when all //rael was almoſt ſuffering Shipwreck ?- 


ASHER continued on the Sea Shore, and abode in 
bis Breaches.] The Words include a double Excuſe 
which Aſber had, why it came not tohelp 1/rael; 
1. They dwelt afar off by the Sea-ſhore. 2. Their 
Towns and Cities were ruinous and not well fenc'd;” 


and therefore they ſtayed at Home to defend and 


ſortify themſelves, they abode- in their Breaches; 
but there was another Breach that Aſher. might have 
bought of, a Breach of GoDÞ's Law and Com- 
nandment, which enjoyned his People to mutual 
love, and a joint Oppoſition of their Enemies. 
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 ZeBULUN and Naphtali were a People that jc+- 
parded their Lives unto the Death in the high Places of 
the Field. After a more general Commendation of 
ſome Tribes, and Reproofs of others, ſhe. then 
comes to a ſpecial Encomium of theſe two, as moſt 
cnninent in their Service. 


\ZeBuLuw and Naphtali . their Lives, 
fo *tis in the Original; they eſteemed them not 
worth the having with //rae/'s Ruin; they 
God's, Cauſe before , eu Lives. They reproached 
their Lives.) For it ſeemed a ſtrange Thing to o- 
thers, and little better than ridiculous, for a ſmall 
Number, a little Handful of Men, to go againſt a 
vaſt Army. Enemies cloathed with Terrour, that 
might even blow them away % leſs — an Hour: 
And out againſt Jabin Siſera, th 
| fear not bis ine hundred Chariots of ing. 5; 


Ix the bigh Places of the Field. On Mount Ta- i 
bor, where they might have a View of Siſera's Ar- : 
my, a terrible Proſpect for Zebulun Naphiali @ \ 
one would have thought. And yet they march for- 
ward with an undaunted Reſolution. 0 

d 
a 


. 
the Reſt. Gop took Notice of all the others Re- 
miſſneſs, and hath left it upon Record, to the View 
of all Poſterity; but Aerea has a Curſe with a W L 
Emphaſis. A 


—— 


Cunrse ye Merox.] The Fews have a Proverb, 2 
we mult leap up to Mount Gerizim, but creep into W VV 
Mount #ba/. Vou know upon Mount Gerizim all ¶ an 
the Bleſſings were pronounced by Moſes, as _ 
Mount bal all the Curſes ; ſo then you muſt leap 
up to Mount Gerixim, be forward and read - 
Bleſs ; but creep into Mount Lal, be ſlow 


wi aliog 
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willing to Curſe; but where Gop gives a ſpecial 
Command to Curſe, there you muſt leap up to 
Mount Ebal too. | Ft bf 


Cons ye Meroz, ſaith the Angel of the Lokv. ] 
This does not come out of any private Reſpect that 


| Deborah had, but ſhe has a ſpecial Command to 


Curſe them, ſaith the Angel of the Loxp. ] Expoſi- 
tors are dubious, N iN: At may be render- 
ed, the Meſſenger of the Lorp, and ſo ſome take 
it to be Barak, who called out (as is very like) this 
City to the War, but they refuſed to come: But 
whether it be meant of an Angel properly, or of 
any that had a prophetical Spirit, Gop's Meſſen- 
ger, his Angel; this we are ſure, the Drift is to 
ſew that this Curſe comes by Divine Authority. 


Cunse ye bitterly.] Curſe ye with Curſings, an 
uſual Hebraiſm. But how comes Meroz to have a 


more bitter Curſe, than any of the Reft that came not? 


This City was very near the Place where the Battle 
was fought, it was very nigh Mount Tabor, the In- 
habitants were within the Noiſe of the Trumpet; 
other Tribes had Excuſes, this City none. And no 
doubt but they were requeſted by Bara#to help, 
and yet they came not. (1 HELEN 


Becavs 4 they came not out to the Help of the 


Lok b.] Why? Does the Lox p need any Aid? 


And does the Gop of Hoſts need the Help of Me- 
roz ? Is the Hand of Omnipotency fhartened that it 
cannot ſave? Does the Mighty Gop call for Help? 
What means this holy Propheteſs, when ſhe ſays 
and repeats this, They came not out to the Help of 
the LoRx p? * 1 j ui; | 


Tun 4:.that help: In are laid: to- help; the 
Lonp. What is dore to the Church, Gop reck- 


ons 
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ons as done for Himſelf, Inaſmuch as ye did it lo one 
of theſe laitle ones, you did it unto Me; O the inſi- 
Nite Goodneſs of Gop, that hath joyned his own 
Glory, and the. Salvation of his People together ! 
He hath wrought J/-ae/s Name in the Frame of his 
-own Glory; it is for his Honour to ſave 1jracl; 
They that come not out to help 4jrael, they come 
not out to help the LoR o. 


Go needs not the Help of Men, He can ſave 
this People miraculouſly, He did fo here; The Stars 
Fought in their Courſes againſt Siſera; He can raiſe 
2 glorious Army of Stars, and can order them as 
He pleaſes; they ſhall all keep their Ranks, they 
fight in their Courſes againſt Siſcra. How did the 
Stars fight againſt him ? Far Pia 


Turi Beams and Influences were their VWe2- 
pons; they wrought Impreſſions in the Air, and raited 
Meteors, Rain, Hail, Lightning, Thunder. The 
Stars like bright and eminent Commanders, lead 
under them an Army of Meteors, their train'd Sol- 
diers, they ſet them in their ſeveral Poſtures, like 
the Centurion they ſay te one, Go, and be goeth; 
und to another, Come, and he comes. If they bid the 
Clouds Diſcharge, they inſtantly dart — it 
ing-flaſhes, and preſent a Volley of Thunder-claps; 
they'll try what they can do with proud die: And 
if frau be too weak for them, the Hoſt of Heaven 
ſhall fight againſt them; but all this is no 'T hank 
to Meroz; nay, it rather aggravates their Sin, and 
fo embitters their Curſe; ſhall inanimate Creatures 
more Sympathize with //racl, than their Brethren! 
Shall the Stars fight in their Courſes, and ſhall not 
Mero ſtir to help them? And the River Kijhon 
 fiveeps them away (as Dung) that ancient River, tht 
Ki ver Kiſhon, now ſwelling by Reaſon of the ex- 


ccſs of Rain, and drowning many of the Canaanites 
| | wh oy as 
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as the Egypians were once Drowned in the Red Sea; 
they ſink like Lead in the m * Waters. Stars 

Rivers ficht for them, but Adzroz will not help 
them. | 


be 


AGAINST the A. Mighty,] Jabin. and Siſera, po- 
tent Enemies. The Church of Gon has: had * 
ways mighty Oppoſers; Satan the Prince. of the 
Air, Antichrift and his Forces. Theſe and many 
ſuch like Obſervations lie ſcattered in the Words, 
and might be gathered out of them, but we will 
unite-them all in this one ne Wicht is ING 
intended 1 in them. 


Docr. Every Chriſtian ſhould be of 1 
Spirit; he is bound under Pain of a bitter Curſe, 
(as much as in him lies) to promote the Cauſe of 


God, and to help the Church of Gon n its 
men Enemies. 


We'll branch ina head 1 


1. Tis a Thing full of Reaſon and E quity, that 
every one that profeſſes himſelf an uc, ſhould 
a Ifrael; that a Chrifin ould be of a. man 


2. How every one may help the Lo againſt 
the Mighty, and ſtand for the Peace of Sion. 


( 1:)-A-CuRISTIAN ſhould be of a „ gal 
nt, not ſeeking only himſelf and his own Ends; but 
be ſnould ſeek the Glory of God, and the God 
ne of his Church and People. e 


1. Ir is the very Nature of Goodnels, to-diffuſe 


e in n liberal n for 
AE | 


it 
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it does not thus loſe any Thing, but increaſcs its 
Ne. by nene itſelf. 


t 
2. You may ce ſome Prints and F oot-ſteps of ; 
this in Nature, ſome obſure Repreſentations of this n 


Truth. The Sun, it does not engroſs its Light, 
but ſcatters them Abroad, gilds the whole World 
with them; it ſhines more for others than itſelf, it 
Is a publick Light. | 


| 5,220 on a n it does not bind in ita 
Streams, ſeal up itſelf, and encloſe its Waters, but 
ſpends itſelf with a continual Bubbling forth; it 
ſtreams forth in a liberal, and communicative Man- 
ner; it is a publick Spring. 


| 12 AxD the weak and limmering Light of Na- 
ture, ſhews thus-much, that a Man is not Born for 
himſelf alone; he is a ſociable Creature, and ſent 
into the World for the good of others. The Voice 
of an Heathen,” a Man's Country, and his F * 
ang others challenge . Part of him. 


4. CoxsipEx, that every Man's private Wel- 
fare i is included in the Publick. The Welfare of 
Meroz depended upon 1frael's Safety, what would 
have become of Merox, if the reſt of their Brethren 
had perifhed ? So that it was great Folly in Meroa, 
not to come out to the Help of Hracl. When the 
Diſeaſe ſeize upon a vital Part, as the Head, or the 
_ Heart; then every Member is in Dan $- though 

for the preſent they may be free from , The 
well-being of every private Man, _— on the 
publick Good. y fue le Drop is ſoon dryed up and 
conſumed ; but a ww in the Ocean, when tis u- 
nited to a Multitude of other Drops, tis there more 
ſafe; and a Drop by itſelf is weak, and can make 
no Reſiſtance: But a Drop in the Ocean is terri- 


ble. 
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ble. Men have a more ſafe, and a more honoura- 
ble Being, as joy ned to the Whole, than taken ſin- 
gle by themſelves. A ſingle Drop can do nothing, 
but a Multitude of Drops joy ned together, will 
make a Stream, and carry all before them: A ſin- 
e Beam is obſcure, but in the Sun the Center of 
ys, meeting in the publick Point, they are Glo- 
nous. 


Au p theſe Arguments may prevail with you as 
Men, living in common Society; but then as. 
Chriftians, | 18 


I. ConsIDER, that God's Children have been 
always of publick Spirits, ſeeking the Glory of 
Go, and the good of Sion, Exod. xxxii. 32. 1f 
not, blot me I pray thee out of thy Bo; Meſes out 
of vehemgnt Zeal, would part with his own Hap- 
pineſs, rather than //rae! ſhould'perith ; if it would 
make more for the Glory of Go, he would be 
content to be damned, or at leaſt to have the Beams. 
of GoD's favourable Preſence withdrawn from him. 
Rom. ix. 3. I could wiſh, that myſelf were atcurſed 
from Chriſt, (or ſeparated) for ' my Brethren, my. 
RKinſmen, according to the Fleſh: I could be content 
to have the Face of Chri hid from me, for my 
Brethrens Sake, as Gop's Face was once hid from 
Chriſt upon the Croſs; My Gon, my Gop, why. 
baft Thou — Me? A moſt ſtrong Affection 
and Zeal for the publick Good. Paul knew what 
the Face of Chr:i/# was; how glorious 2 Sight it 
was, to ſee GoDp Face to Face: And he knew 
what Anſwer Go p had given to Aſeſes too; Him 
that fins, him tuill I blat out of my Bet And yet 
out of a moſt ardent Deſire of the Salvation of the 
Jews, he will part with the Face of Chriſt, fo they 
my be ſaved; here were publick Spirits indeeds 


LT -- WHAT 
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WA ſhould I tell you of Uriah, chat famons 
Soldier, his brave Reſolution; how de wonld take 
no Complacericy in outward Things? And mark 
his Reaſon, '2- am. Xi. IT. The Art, and Iſrael, 
and Judah abide in Tents, and my Lord Joab, and 
the Servants of my Lord are encamped in the open 
Freids ; as if he ſhould ſay, What thall the Ark be 
in Danger, and ſhall Uriah be ſecure ? Or ſhall my 
Lord Joab be more forward then I am in J1frae's 
Cauſe? As thou lie, and as thy Soul liveth, I will 
not do this Thing; he ſhews a moſt generous and 
publick Spirit; and this was no ſmal] 1 
of David's Sin. 


Se in the P/alm cxxxvii. How the Pfei 
and the reſt of Go p's People behave themſelves. 
By the Rivers of Babylon, we ſat down and wept, 
ruhen we remembered thee, O Sion! We deg our 
upon the Willews in the Midſi theresf : If 1 
forget #hee, Jeruſalem, let my right Hand orget her 
Cunning. David had a moſt delicate 'Fouch upon 
the 1 ; he could ſtill SauPs evil Spirit with his 
- Muſick ; but if / forget thee, Jeruſalem, let my 
. Hand forget ber Cunning 67: 


Avp when did eremy make his Lamentation, MW - 
that whole Book of Mourning; but when the Glory G. 
of Sion was laid in the Duſt; when Ferufelem, the no 
Lady of Nations was made deſolate? Gop's Peo- W Pe: 
ple — been always of publick Spirits, and have Tt 
NE with the Church. It's 


II. Tnar you may follow ſo Ge Cxninpls; Cai 
think whofe Cauſe it is: The Cauſe of //rac!, is Mig 
the Cauſe of Gop; To the Help of the Lonn, Cc. WM tl 
Can you have a better Cauſe ? * he Good of the I eſt 
Church, and the Glory of Gop are knit together. 3 ( 
80 that he that ſeeks the youu of the Church, does mut 


In 2 


6 
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in the ſame Act ſeek the Glory of Gop: And he 
that helps not IJſrael, comes not out to the Help of 


the Lokd. Now you are bound to maintain the 
Cauſe of Gop, and to help the Lx. 


I. By many Engagements; as Creatures at his 


Beck, He has a Sovereignty and Dominion over 
you. Not to obey the great Gon, is to deny his 
Supremacy. You are bound in a Way of Thank- 
ſulneſs, to ſtand for Him and his Cauſe, by thoſe 
ſweet Mercies, thoſe precious Pledges of his Love, 
which He every Moment heaps upon you ; by thoſe 


many Bleflings that come ſwimming to you in the 


Blood of a Saviour. | 


2. By many Promiſes, Vows, Proteſtations. 


Your firſt and original Vow in Baptiſm, obliges 


you to maintain the Cauſe of Gop, and. of his 
Church, againſt all the Enemies thereof. And you 
have often repeated this Vow, and ſealed it again 
in the LoRD's Supper, for you know that's a Seal- 
ing up-of the Covenant : New what's the Cove- 
nant but this, That He ſhall be your GoD, and you 
ſhall be his People ? . 8 


3. C8RTAINTY to proſper; it is the Cauſe of 
Gop; a Chriſtian is of the ſureſt Side. There's 
none but has a Mind to proſper, then pray for the 
Peace of Jeruſalem, they ſhall proſper that lave Thee. 
There's none can eclipſe the Glory of Gon; 
's beyond the Power of a Creature, to Dim the 
Luſtre of his Crown; Gop will maintain his own 
Cauſe, : or. elſe He ſhould loſe: of his Glory; his 
mighty Arm will get Himſelf the Victory, Cbriſt 
is the Captain of his Church, and He is the Chief- 
eſt of ten Thouſand, (the Enſign Bearer.) And this 
Comfort enough for a Chriſtian, the Enemies 


muſt conquer Chi, before they can overcome bis 


Church. 
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Church. Chr the Head of the Church is Impreg- 
nable. This is the ſecond Ground why Chriſtian: 
muſt ſtand for the Cauſe of the Got ; becauſe 
tis the Cauſe of Gos, to which they are bound, 

I.) By Engagements wary and — .) B 
ks (3) Encouraged with with Certainty of << L 


IN. A CHRISTIAN is bound to be of a cublick 


Spirit, by Virtue of the Communion of Saints. E- 


very Chr:/tian is a Member of Chris my ſtical Bo- 
and 5 | 


Whole. He that is united to Chri/t the Head, muſt 
be knit alſo to the other Members; he that does 
not ſympathize with the Church, is not of the Bo- 


dy; he that can hear of the Breaches of Sion, and 


the Decays of Jeruſalem; he that can ſee the Apples 
of God's Eye pierced through, and not be affected 


m_— ondition of the Chriſtians in Treland, does in 
Effect deny this Article of his Creed, The Commu- 
mon i Saints. 


IV. Ir is apoin the Mi b Chriftians had 
p 


need have publick Spirits, becauſe they have publick 


Enemies; the Devil, a publick Enemy; Artic 4 


2 publick Enemy: They are private enough in 


ſpect of their Malice, and Subtlety; but bablck in 


Force, and Oppoſition. As there is the Paw of the 
Lion for Strength, ſo there is the Head of the Ser- 
pent for Wiſdom; but yet the Head of the Serpent 
is broken, their Wiſdom 1 He that is in 
Heaven, can counterplot them, and Laugh them to 
Scorn: But yet thus much you learn of the 
Enemies of the Church, to ſtudy the publick — 
They ſeek the Ruin of the Whole, — w 

not ydu ſeek the Welfare of the Whole ? If they 

ſo Induſtrious, ——— a bad 


Cauſe, 


with it, will you call ſuch, Members of Chriſt's 
Body? He that is not truly affected with the bleed- 
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Cauſe, will you be negligent and remiſs in the beſt 


Cauſe, in the Cauſe of Gop, in the Helping of the 
LoxD?: What won't a Jeſuite do for the Catholick 
Cauſe? He'll compaſs Sea and Land to gain one 
Proſelyte. They do publick Miſchiefs, and have 
a malignant and venomous Influence into all Places 
where they come; and why ſhould not Chri/tians 
do as publick Service for Gop, as they do for the 
Devil? Come out therefore againſt the Mighty, to 
the Help of the LorD. That which was feroz 
his Exculz perhaps, | becauſe the Canaautes where 
mighty ones, therefore they durſt not come out a- 
gainſt them; this, Gop makes the very Aggrava- 
tion of their Sin ; for if the Enemies were mighty, 
Hyrael had more Need of their Help. And Mera 
might have conſidered, that as there are mighty E- 
nemies, ſo there is a mighty Gop too, an Almigh- 
ty GoD, that can cruſh proud Siſera, and daſh in 
Pieces the ſtrongeſt Enemy. And now you have 
ſeen that it is but fit and equal for a Chriſtian to be 
» a publick Spirit, to come out to the Help of the 

RD. 8 Fit is | n Lf 


(2.) THE Manner how every Chriſtian may pro- 
_ the publick Good. And here by Way of 


1. IT.muſt be in a lawful and warrantable vow 
They that come out to Help the Lok muſt help 
Him in his own Ways, ſuch Ways as his Word 
allows, or elſe they do not help the LorD, but of- 
fend the Lok p in breaking his Commandments; 
fob xiii. 7. Mill you ſpeak wickedly for GoD, and 
alk deceitfully for Him? Does Gop's Glory depend 
upon Man's Sin? Does He allow any Man to Sin 
for the Advancing of his Glory? Nay, does He not 
forbid it, and deteſt it? It is a clear and undeny- 
Ae Truth of our Saviour 3 17u muſt not de E ** 
5 that 
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that Good may come of it. A Speech of one of the 
Ancients ; You muſt nat tell the leaſt Lie, if you could 
fave the whole World by it. To the right conducting 
of an Action, beſides the Intention of an End, there 
muſt be alſo the Choice of juſt Means for the Ac- 
compliſhing of it. 


2. In a prudent, and orderly Way. They that 
come out to the Help of the Lox p, muſt keep their 
Ranks; The Stars fought in their Courſes againſt Si- 
fera. Chri/ttans muſt keep their ſeveral Stations; 
if there be Confuſion, you can't tell a Canaanite 
from an //raelite, a Friend from.a Foe. Let every 
Chriſtian that ſtudies the publick Good, keep his 


own Place; the Magiſtrate his; the Miniſters theirs; | 


and the People alſo theirs. And no there are ſome 
Ways very good and warrantable, by which Chri- 
ian may come out to the Help of the Loxp, and 
to the Aiding of [/racl. 


(..) By Prayer. To be ſure this is a lawful Means; 
and tis a prevalant Means too, and has great Influ- 
ence upon the publick Good; Exod. xvii. 11. When 
Maſes held up his Hand, then Iſvael prevailed. Tis 
a ſpecial Benefit that Chriftians have by the Com- 
munion of Saints, the Prayers one of another. 
There's a Stock of Prayers the Church has, and the 
weakeſt Chriſtiam has a Share in it. Thou haſt. the 
Benefit of many Chri//ans Prayers, whoſe Face thou 
never ſaweſt, whom thou never heardeſt of; per- 
haps he lives in Aurica, or fome remote Corner 
of the World; but wherever he be, thou haſt the 
Benefit of his Prayer, as a Member of the myſtical 
Body. For there's no Prayer put up to God for his 
Church, but it includes particular Member 

of the Church in it; ſo that Prayer does wonder- 
fully promote the publick Good. Pray for the Peace 


of Jeruſalem, pray for it, that's the Way to m__ 
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may uſe this. Many a weak, and aged, and ſic 

one, unfit for War, and yet powerful in Prayer. 
And theſe Weapons of our Warfare, are not car- 
nal, but mighty. You can't encounter an Enemy 
but you may thus wreſtle with the Almighty. You 
can't batter down a-ſtrong Hold; but yet ye can 
beliege the Throne of Grace. You are-not fit to 
be ſet in a Watch- Tower, to ſpy out the Approach 
of an Enemy; but yet you may watch unto Prayer. 
And this is a great Advantage that Chri/tians have 
over their Enemies: The Enemy knows not how 
to pray; they know how to curſe, and fwear, 


and blaſpheme the Name of Gop; but they know 


not how to pray: Or if they do pray, and tell their 
Prayers with their Beads, that they may know the 


Number of them; yet their Prayer is turned into 


Sin, The Prayer of the Wicked is an Alomination. 
Let them cry aloud to their Idols, and ſee if they 
will hear them; they can't look that Gop ſhould 
hear them: For, FI regard Iniguity in my Heart, 
the Lox D will not hear my Prayer. O then let Chri- 
lians know their own Happineſs, and make uſe of 
this ſpiritual Weapon, that oppoſes the Enemy 
more than all other Weapons whatſoever. - 


Au this is the chief Uſe you are to make of all 


the News, you hear, to know how to order your 
Prayers accordingly. No Queſtion more ordin 

in Mens Mouths, than, What News? And I find 
no Fault with the Queſtion, it is good and fitting: 
But News is not to be enquired after only for the 


ktisfying-of Mens Curiolity ; as the Athenians ſpent 


all their Time in enquiring for News: But this is 
the main End of it, to know how to ſend up your 
Prayers for the Good of the Church; and your 
Praiſes for ſuch Mercies as Gop beſtows upon it. 
All News heard by. a publick Spirit, will ſtir up 
Tar Prayer 
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it. And many a one that can uſe no other Means, yet 
ly 
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Prayer or Tanſgiving. This is the Uſe you are to 
make of News; if fad News of the Churches Mi- 
ſery and Deſolation, then ſend up more fervent 
Prayer, that Gop would repair the Breaches of it, 
and ſettle it in a flouriſhing Condition; if welcome 
News, then praiſe Gop for his Goodneſs, and de- 
fire Him to perfect the great Work He has begun, 
This is one ſpecial Means to promote the publick 
Good, the Prayer of the Righteous. And Gop al- 
ways when He intends any great — 29 pours up- 
on his People a Spirit of Prayer; He ſtirs up their 
Heartsin this Way; He opens their Mouth wide be- 
fore He fills it. n 


(2.) SELF-REFORMATI1ON. This has great In- 
Auence upon the publick Good. And how can you 
expect a publick and glorious Reformation, unleſs 
firſt you reform in private? Look upon the Griev- 
ances of your own Soul ; hearken unto thoſe many 
Petitions that are put up to you by the Miniſters; | 
who beſeech you to be reconciled unto Gop. Every 
Sin adds to Wrath; it provokes Gop, pulls down 
his Judgments, and ripens a Nation for Deſtruction, 
and has a malignant and venemous Influence upon 
the whole. So then the turning from Sin, and re- 
forming your Ways, is the Means to divert Judg- 
ments, and to bring down Mercies. If there were 
more privite Reformations in Mens Spirits; there 
is no doubt but Gon would bleſs the publick Re- 
formation. Sig puts more Rubs in the Way than 
any Enemy or Oppoſer whatſoever. This is the do 
great Mountain that hinders the going up of the wil 
Temple; if this one were but took away, all other thi, 
would quickly become a Plain. They are very in- ror 
Jurious to the publick Good, that go on in a Courſe He. 
of Sinning, againſt ſo gracious a Gop, that does lick 
ſuch great Things for us. One Sinner deftroys much 
Good, as the wiſe Man ſpeaks. 4 
1 (3.) UNITED | 
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(3) UNni1TED Spirits, and a ſweet Harmony of 
Affections, graciouſly conſorting together, would 
help forward the Cauſe of Iſrael. Jars and Diſſen- 
tions amongſt Chri/tians ſound very harſhly ; For 
the Diviſions of Reuben, there were great Thoughts 
of Heart. What is there can give greater Advantage 
to an Enemy, than to fee {/raz/ites fall out amongſt 
themſelves? You may learn more Wiſdom of them 
that are wiſer in their Generation, than the Chil- 
dren of Light; what a ſtrait Union and Confede- 
racy have they among themſelves ? Gebal, and Am- 
mon, and Amalet, the Philiſtines, with them that 
dwell at Tyre. Theſe Scales of Leviathan (as that in 
Job is uſually allegoriz d) are ſhut together as with 
a cloſe Seal. And if they ſhould be at Variance 
and Diſcord among themſelves; yet they have a ſure 
Way of Reconciliation, by a Joynt Oppoſition of 
the Godly. sf againſt Manaſſeh, and Ma- 


naſſeh againſt Ephraim, both againſt Fudah. Herod 


and Pilate made Friends in crucifying Chr. II 


wicked Men can agree in oppoſing Goodneſs, why 
ſhould not Chri/tians in helping forward Goodneſs? 


ALL ye that come out to the Help of the Lorp, 
to the Help of the Lord againft the Mighty; come 
with united Hearts, and agreeing Spirits. Why 
ſhould there be Strife between you, ſeeing you are 
Brethren ? _ 3 


AND then conſider; What will not united Forces 
do, when you ſhall joyn to the Work of the Logy 
with one Conſent, with one Shoulder? What is it that 
this Union won't bring to paſs? It will ſtrike Ter- 
ror to the Church's Enemies, and ſtrengthen the 
Hearts of Friends: It will mightily promote the pub- 
lick Good, and tend to the Glory of Feruſalenk TE 
Men would but lay out themſelves, and their ſeve- 
ral Gifts and Abilities in one general Aim for the 

Vol. XVII. \ | Ad- 
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Advantage of their Maſter, and Good of their Fel- 
low-Servants ; what glorious Times ſhould we then 


(A.) Imacur, add that, with-outward Aid too, 


ou are bound to promote the publick Good, with 


iberal Contribution to relieve the Neceſſity of the 
_ Chriſtians, as the Church of Macedonia gave above 


_ AND now for a Word of Application. 


'S. 8 14 
4 ff | 


1. Ir is for the juſt Reproof of moſt Men, that 
mind not at all the publick Good: How do they 


think to aveid the Curſe of Mero, ſeeing they come 


* 


net out to the Ilelp of the Lox p? There is a Prin- 


ciple of corrupt Self-Love in Men, that makes them 
of- narrow and contracted Spirits: All their Aims 


are for themſelves ; they do not mind the Good of 
the Church. If they hear but of a worldly Loſs, ſome 


Ship caſt away, and their Eſtate be weakened, this 
will pierce their Spirits; *twill darken their Joy: 


But they can hear of Ruins of the Church, the 


Breaches of Sen; and not be moved with it. Men 
are more affected with their own private Good than 
with the publick; and more moved with private 
Miferies than publick. If they themſelves be in the 
leaſt Danger, or ſome of their near Friends, then 
you ſhall have Mourning, and Sighing, and La- 
mentation: But if the Church lye a bleeding, and 
accounted as Sheep for the Slaughter; they can be 
merry enough for all this. O how many are thefe, 
that this bitter Curſe of Merz will fall heavy upon 
And upon your Days of Humiliation, be. ſure to 
humble yourſelves for this; your Want of a publick 
Spirit, your not praying for the Peace of Jeruſalem. 
How do you know but that, if you had ſent up 


more Prayers to Heaven, Go b might have frecd 
ba the 
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the diſtreſſed Chriſtians by this Time ? As they are 
_ guilty of the Chriſtians Blood in an high Degree, 
that ſhed it in a moſt inhuman Manner ; fo I know 
not how they can excuſe themſelves from fome Guilt 
of it, that do not help them by Prayers and Endea- 
yours as much as in them lies. dene 


2. Ir is againſt all ſuch as are in a Kind of In- 
difterency and Neutrality ; they neither are for one 
nor other. What is this but the very ſame Caſe with 
Aerox? Meroz did not fight againſt J/rael, it did 
not fight for the Canaanites; no, but it did not come 
out to the Help of Iſrael, and therefore it has this 
bitter Curſe. Vain Men! that think to content 
themſelves with this, that they do not hurt ! But e- 
very Man that does not Good, does Hurt; he muſt 
do either one or other ; the Soul is not idle, it is 
either doing Good or Evil. 


SUPPOSE that a Man did no Hurt, yet this is not 
enough, unleſs he does Good too; for there are Sins 
of Omiſhon, as well as of Commiſſion. Not doing 
of publick Good is a publick Hurt 


Ix there be ſuch a bitter Curſe upon Merez for 
their Negligence and Remiſſneſs in Duty, for not 
coming out againſt the Mighty; what ſevere Judg- 
ments ſhall be poured out upon all them that come 
out againſt the Lok p, that are againſt the publick 
Good, that wiſh Ill to Sion, that would-fain fee her 
in the Duſt, that hate and perſecute Chriſſians, that 
oppoſe the Power of Religion, and the Life of the 


Goſpel, that are in the very Gall of Bitterneſs? All 
the Curſes that are written, and not written, ſhall _ 
flame againſt them; and the Vials of God's fierceſt 
Wrath ſhall be emptyed upon them, AMerez's Curſe 
is bitter; but in reſpect of theirs, ſweet and eaſy. 
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Biss God for Men of publick Spirits; for Ze- 
 rubbabel's and Foſbua's, ſuch as are building Gop 
a Temple: Pray God to encreaſe the Number of 
publick Spirits, ſuch as may come out to the Help 
of the LORD. As there's a great and bitter Curſe laid 
upon AZcrozfor being negligent in the Cauſe of Gop, 
fo there are choice and eminent Bleſſings for ſuch 
as are forward and active in it. Gop will abun- 


dantly recompence all the Labour of Love, which 


any ſhall ſhew for his Name; their Labour ſhall not 
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| DISCOVERING 


The Weakneſs. and Imperfedion 
of aCnxisT1aN's FOE 


in this Life. 


4 Cox. xiii. 12. 
For now we ſee throug 5 a Glaſs darkly; ; 


but then Face — Nou I know in 


Part, but of rey ws even as _ 
Jam inwwn. 


8 pavr that was of. a piercing * and had 


clear an Inſight into the Myſteries of Salva- 

tion, as any other; whoſe Soul was always 
mounting towards that third Heaven, whither he 
had once been rapt, and had there heard Words that 


W nor might be uttered; yet here * 
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the Imperfection of his Knowledge, thoſe weak and 
ſhadowy Apprehenſions which he had of the Divine 
Majeſty, while he /aw through a — darkly ; and 
encourages himſelf with the Conſideration of the 
full and clear Viſion, which we ſhall have of him 
hereafter, when we /hail ſee Go Face to Face in 
Glory. Without any farther Preamble we'll open 
the Words of the Text, that we may fee this Glaſs 
clearly. | 5 
Ou Apoſtle here advances Charity to the higheſt 


Pitch of Commendation, as a triumphant Grace, a 
Grace that had Eternity ſtamped upon it. It out- 


lives Faith, for that gives Place to Viſion; it out- 


laſts Hope, for that is ſwallowed up in Fruition; 
Prophecies ſhall vaniſh, and Tongues ſhall be fi- 
lenced, and Knowledge ſhall paſs away: For it is 


in its Infancy: I ben I was a Child, I pate as a 
Child. * Tis cloudy and obſcure here; Fer naw we 
fee through a Glaſs darkly. 


Now we ſee, &c. Now that the Goſpel beams 
out upon us with a powerful and glorious Ray. It 
was likely that at the firſt peeping out of heavenly 
Light, at the Evangelical Day-break, before the 
Shadows were fully cattered, there would be ſome 
Obſcurity; but it has ſhined out brighter and 


brighter till perfect Day, and yet ſtill we ſee thus 


darkly. 


; SECONDLY, whichis the true and genuine mean- 
mg) Now whilſt we are in this Houſe of our earth - 


ly Tabernacle; whilſt the Underſtanding of a Man, 


which the wiſe Man calls, The Candle of the LoRD, 
while it is hid in the Lanthorn of the Body: Till 


this Partition Wall be beaten down, we cannot /ee_ 
Gop Face to Face. He that will ſhoot high may aim 


at 


weak and imperfect here, it is in its Minority; yea, 
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at a Star, but he muſt not think to hit it. Alas! 
Now when the Soul does but try the li ing, and 

flutter towards Heaven, 'tis preſently pulled down 

with an earthly Body; *tis ſo depreſt here, as it can 
hardly look up to Heaven: How then ſhall it /ee 
God Face to Face? | | 


Now we ſee through a Glaſs. Me that have an 
holy Unction that teacheth us all Things; we 
that have many ſecret Whiſperings and Breathings 
of the holy Spirit, that /eads us into all Trutb; we 
that are acquainted with the Mind of God, that 
have had many a 3 Look from Him, yet 
we ſee but darkly. No Wonder that the Sun's too 
bright for Owls, when Eagles are dazled with it; 
'tis like that ſuch as are Aliens from the Common- 
wealth of 7/rael, will be wholly ignorant of theſe 
great Things, when they that are nigheſt Gop, 
know them but in Part; if the Sons of the Morning, 
the Children of Light, ſee ſo darkly, then ſurely a 
Child of Darkneſs will ſee nothing at all: If Paul 
now a glorious Apoſtle ſee no more, what could he 
ſe when he was a furious Perſecutor, before the 
ſales fell from his Eyes? BET | 


THriRDLY,s V that are no Novices in Chriſtia- 
nity, but have made much Progreſs in the Ways of 
Religion, yet we ſee but darkly. T was likely at the 
irſt opening of the Soul's Eye, at the firſt Caſt of 
it upon heavenly Things, that then *twould not ſee 
clearly. But it hath been long fixed upon Gon, 
eying of his Goodneſs, gazing upon the Riches of 
his Grace, viewing all his Ways, looking at and 
prying into his ſeveral Dealings; and yet ſtill it ſees 
thus darkly. And if à tall and eminent Chriſtian fee _ 
ſo little, what ſhall a Babe fee, a new-born Babe? ; 
a vigorous and ſparkling Eye ſee no clearer, what 
(hall a weak diſtempered Eye ſee ? If an * 

| | 25 
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the Imperfection of his Knowledge, thoſe weak and 
ſhadowy Apprehenſions which he had of the Divine 
Majeſty, while he /ato through a — dariiy; and 
encourages himſelf with the Conſideration of the 
full and clear Viſion, which we ſhall have of him 
hereafter, when we hall ſee Gor Face to Face in 
Glory. Without any farther Preamble we'll open 
the Words of the Text, that we may ſee this Glaſs 
Clear ly. | 2 | ; | : 4g 


Ovn Apoſtle here advancesCharity to the higheſt 
Pitch of Commendation, as a triumphant Grace, a 
Grace that had Eternity ſtamped upon it: It out- 


lives Faith, for that gives Place to Viſion; it out- 
laſts Hope, for that is ſwallowed up in Fruition; 
Prophecies ſhall vaniſh, and Tongues ſhall be ſi- 
lenced, and-Knowledge ſhall paſs away : For'it is 
weak and i 


in its Infancy : ben I was a Child, I fpake as a 


Child. *Tis cloudy and obſcure hete ; For now we 


fee through a Glaſs darkly. 


Now we ſee, &c. Now that the Goſpel beams 
out upon us with a powerful and glorious Ray. It 


was likely that at the firſt peeping out of heavenly 
Light, at the Evangelical Day-break, before the 
Shadows were fully cattered, there would be ſome 
Obſcurity; but it has ſhined out brighter and 
eight: till perfect Day, and yet ſtill we ſee thus 


_ SECONDLY, (which is the true and genuine mean- 
ing) New whilft we are in this Houſe of our earth ; 
ly Tabernacle; whilſt the Underſtanding of a Man, 
which the wiſe Man calls, The Candle of the LoRD, 
while it is hid in the Lanthorn of the Body: Pill 
this Partition Wall be beaten down, we cannot /. 
Gop Face to Face, He that will ſhoot high may aim 


at 


ect here, it is in its Minority; yea, 
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at a Star, but he muſt not think to hit it. Alas! 
Now when the Soul does but try the Ii ing, and 
flutter towards Heaven, ?tis preſently pulled down 
with an earthly Body; *tis fo depreſt here, as it can 
hardly look — Heaven: How then ſhall it %- 
God Face to Face? TY ny 


Now ue ſee through a Glaſs. Mie that have an 
holy Unction that teacheth us all Things; we 
that have many ſecret Whiſperings and Breathings 
of the holy Spirit, that /eads us into all Truth ;- we 
that are acquainted with the Mind of Gos, that 
have had many a gracious Look from Him, yet 
we ſee but darkly, No Wonder that the Sun's too 
bright for Owls, when Eagles are dazled with it; 
'tis like that ſuch as are Aliens from the Common- 
wealth of 7/rael, will be wholly ignorant of theſe 
great Things, when they that are nigheſt Gop, 
know them but in Part; if the Sons of the Morning, 
the Children of Light, ſee ſo darkly, then ſurely a 
Child of Darkneſs will ſee nothing at all: If Paul 
now a glorious Apoſtle ſee no more, what could he 
ke when he was a fusious Perſecutor, before the 
Sales fell from his Eyes; | i Ty 


THriRBLY,s # that are no Novices in Chriſtia- 
ty, but have made much Progreſs in the Ways of 
Religion, yet we ſec but darkly. *' T'was likely at the 
tirſt opening of the Soul's Eye, at the firſt Caſt of 
it upon heavenly Things, that then *twould not ſee 
ſo clearly. But it hath been long fixed upon Gon, 
eying of his Goodneſs, gazing upon the Riches of 
his — viewing all his Ways, looking at and 
prying into his ſeveral Dealings; and yet ſtill it ſees 
thus darkly. And if a tall and eminent Chriſtian ſee 
little, what ſhall a Babe ſee, a new- born Babe? 
lf a vigorous and ſparkling Eye ſee no clearer, what 


hall a weak diſtempered Eye ſec? If an experienced 
0 - | Apoſtle, 
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Apoſtle, a Pau ſee no more; what ſhall a ne Dif- 
ciple ſee, a Nicademus that comes pars . He 
mutt needs ſee but aur. . 


Tas Word i is but once more uſed in the New 
Teſtament, James i. 23. and there can be no doubt 
| but there tis taken for a Looking-Glaſs. And fo 


it is here; our dark imperfect A Ww Gop | 


n = 


1. Becavse tis no latte Viſion: The Ob- 
is not primarily and immediately;preſented to the 
Eye, but by the Conveyance of the Lookin e-Glaſs, 
which is a filent Interpreter of the Obje&. And 
ſuch is our Knowledge of Gop here, and ſuch our 
Communion with Him ; only fome broken Beams 
of Glory, ſome Glimſes of his Preſence ſcattered 
here and there, in this Ordinance, and in that, 
Glaſſes of his own making, Means: of this _ 
Inſtitution. 


2. Tis a weak and imperfect V; ifion : For, Firſt, 
according to ſome, only the Shape and Reſemblance 
of the Thing is ſeen; the Effigies of the Object 
drawn with the Pencil of a Beam is preſent 
the Eye. And, Secondly, the Beam. begins to be 
weary, and is ready to ” {es ; it gives'a weak and 
"4 iſhing Repreſentation ; tis an "imperfect Vi- 
Ron, And O how dark is our Knowledge of Gop 
here ! What Manifeſtations have we of his 
Preſence, in — riſon of that Sight which we 
look for hereafter ! When his Eſſence ſhall. be diſ- 


play d with a moſt glorious — l 


os ures: through a Glaſs is a yaniſhing — 
tranſient Viſion, as * — s expreſſes it; 4 Man 
having ſeen his natural Face in a Glaſs, goes his Way, 


* preſently forgets what manner of Man he was- 
A dying 


AD =. 
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A ee could not make. any ſtrong Impreſ— 
ſion. One direct View of an Object is more full 
8 than the often ſeeing it through a 


Oux Apoſtle hath applied it to our Purpoſe ; 
Knowledge paſſes away, in reſpect of that weak and 
imperfect Way of Knowledge which we have here; 
for thus St. Paul gloſſes upon his own Text; When 
that which ts perfect is come, then that which is im 
perfeet ſball be done away. 154750 


Ax Enigma, or Riddle, is properly an Allegory 
with a Maſk on; it is a borrowed Speech and a 
cloudy Speech. A knotty intricate Speech ſealed up 
and locked from vulgar Apprehenſions, that's a Rid- 
de: And our Knowledge of Gop here is thus 
cloudy and enigmatical, and that if you take it in 
thoſe three ſeveral Ways which are uſually given 


of it: 


Firſt, by Way of Removal or Negation, when 
we take away all ſuch Things as are inconſiſtent” 
with a Deity. And thus the Scripture riddles him 
forth z with him is no Beginning of Days, nor End 
of Life. He is not a Man that he ſhould lie, or the 
Son of Aan that He ſhould repent. With Him is no 
Variableneſs nor Shadow of Turning, &c. Now you 
will eaſily grant that this is a dark and cloudy Know- 
ledge, when we cannot tell you what a Thing is, 
u hat it 3s nt. % arts al] 21 


SECONDLY, when we conceive of Him in a ſu- 
perlative Way, in a Way of Eminency and Tran- 
kendency. Soar bio Perfections are ſcattered 
ind broken amongſt the Creatures, as the ſame Face 
nay be repreſented in ſeveral Glaſſes; and all the 


Eacellencies of the Creatures are collected, and 
reg pots meet 
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meet eminently in Gop, as ſeveral Faces may be I th: 
| ſeen in one Glaſs. The Creatures muſt be win- V 
-nowed from all Imperfections, and. the fineſt and B. 
choiceſt of them muſt be taken to give ſome weak il G 
.Reſemblance of a Deity ; the Ruddineſs of the Roſe, 2 
and the Purity of the Lilly ; nay, the Top and Ex- ab 
cellency of the Creation muſt be brought to ſhadow is 
out the Spouſe's Beauty; and yet that this Know- we 
ledge is weak and imperfect, will _ appear. 
1. uſe theſe inferior Beings are ſo groſs and ma- 
terial, that the pureſt of them is meer Dregs, if to! 
compared with ſo pure an Effence ; its Gold be- I fix 
comes Droſs, its Silver Tin. And when heavenly ere 
Perfections are ſet out by the Creatures Excellen- © no 
. cies, it is but a ſtooping low to human Capacity: ¶ Co 
The Soul would be dazzled at fo bright a Majeſty, ſoo 
unleſs he were clouded with ſuch Expreſſions. I ling 
2. This Way of beholding Him breeds rather Ad- /i 
miration than begets Knowledge; for when we hear IE [nt 
of ſo goodly an Eſſence that hath all Excellencies Off 
bound up in one vaſt Volume, we wonder what IW the 
that ſhould be: And Admiration is at the beſt but 
'a fluprfy'd Kind of Knowledge. 3. This rather ſets the 


Soul a longing, then gives it any true Satisfaction. 8 
For when we hear there is ſo choice a Thing, we fell 
long to know what it is; which was a Sign we Bea 
knew it not before, or but very weakly: For true I fre: 

Knowledge ſatiates the Soul, there is aComplacency IW te 
and Acquieſcence in it, eſpecially when it is con- Thr 
verſant about ſo high * ſo that this Way 

is but dark and full of Riddles. * 
Tump, when we conſider of Gop by Way af 
of Cauſality, in that vaſt Influence which He hath IO Viſi 
upon all Things, as with Him are ſpringing Beam 
"of Goodneſs, and overflowing Effufions of Light. As 1x 
He is a Fountain-Eflence continually bubling forth, 


from whence tho ſeveral Drops of inferior Beings 


bave 


W000 


* 


R 
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have their 8 And as He is the main Spring 
that ſets the Wheels of thoſe petty Entities on 
Working: For in Him we live, move, and have our 
Being. Now this rather ſhews us that there is a 
Gop, than what He is; that there is indeed ſuch 
a prime Being, a Self-Being, an All-Being, a Giver. 

Being, but ſtill we are to ſeck what this Being 
is; ſo that theſe Apprehenſions of Him are very 
weak and ſhadowy, . Luc 
Bor then] Then when a believing Soul returns 
to God that gave it, it ſees Him Face to Face, and 
fxcs its Eye upon Him to all Eternity. As ſoon as 
ever the Soul is unſheathed from the Body, it gliſters 
moſt gloriouſly; as ſoon as ever it is unclouded from 
Corruption, it ſhall beam forth moſt oriently; as 
ſoon as it is Jet looſe from this Cage of Clay, it 
ings moſt melodiouſly : Nothing hinders a Chri- 
ian from a Sight of Gon Face to Face, but the 
nterpoſition of a groſs, earthly Body; it is Death's 
Office, to break down this Wall of Separation, that 
the Soul may be admitted into the Preſence of 


SECONDLY, Ther, at that general Day of Re- 
ſreſhment, when Gop ſhall ſit upon his Throne in 
Beauty and Excellency, as a Center oſ Light, 
lreaming forth to the glorious Circumference of 
the four and twenty Elders, that fit around the 
Throne | „ 

Face to Face] This is oppoſed to ſeeing in a 
15 I. As a mere immediate Viſion: 2. A clear 
ud perfect Viſion: 3. As a permanent and eternal 


Vifon, Th 


Is, the Words there is a plain Alluſion to that 
in Numbers xii. 8. where Gop promiſes to 
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manifeſt Himſelf to his Servant doſes, Face te 


Face. 


Ap yet we muſt not think that by Virtue of this 
Promiſe, Mees had fo full a Viſion of Gop, as we 
expect hereafter in Glory. No, it is ſpoken only 

of Gop's communicating Himſelf to him in a clearer 
Way than He would to any of the Prophets : He 
would ſpeak to them in Riddles, to Feremy in the 
Riddle of an Almond- Tree, of a Sect ing Pot, and WM 
ſo the reſt of the Prophets; but He converſed fa- 
. miliarly with Moſes, as a Man talks to his Friend 
Face to Face. And as for Mofes's Petition in Exed. 
XXXiii. 18. I beſeech Thee ſhew me thy Glory, it was 
only a Deſire that Gop would ſhew Himſelf in ſome 
corporeal Reſemblance, fo as to aſſure him of his 
Preſence, - that that would accompany him. And 
this is God's Anſwer, I will make all my e 
paſs before Thee. Belides, there is a plain Denial; 
Gop tells him he cannot ſee his Face; Moſes ſaw 
no more of Gop than the back Parts of His Glory; 
he ſaw them in a corporeal Reſemblance, and we 
in an intellectual Viſion. You ſee the Alluſion this 
Place hath to that in Numbers. e e 


© Now as for the Meaning of the Words, but the: 
Face to Face. 3 


CAM %% a. 


T. IT is not meant of ſeeing Chriß in his human MW ; 
Nature Face to Face, as Fob ſpeaks, Theſe Eyes lm 
ſhall ſee. my Redeemer : For thus the Wicked alſo Da 
ſhall ſee Him with Terror and Amazement, when ! 
the Mountains ſhall be eſteemed an eaſier Burthen, MW Fro 
if they could but cover them from the Face of an obe 
angry Saviour that will frown them into Hell. we 


2. I Take it to be meant of an Intellectual Be- I of 
holding the very Eſſence of God, according to 75 1 


I he SR 


we on 


- 


en 
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Jahn iii. 2. hben He ſhall appear, we ſhall be like 
unto Him, and ſer Him as He is. And yet it can by 
no Means be a comprehenſive Viſion: For that's 


a meer Repugnancy, that a. finite Creature ſhould 
graſp an infinite Eflence. Or by the Face of Gop 
may be meant his 7 Perfections; for the 
Face is the Throne of ty | 


In the following Words St. Paul gives a plainer 
Pak 1-96 of that which before he had ſpoke more 


Now I ſee through a Glaſs darkly, now I know in 
Part; but then Face to Face, but then I Hall know 
ven as alſo I am known. As when two ſees one 
another Face to Face, the one knows the other by 
Sight, as he is known by him. LIN ICI! 


Now I know in Part] St. Paul on ſet Purpoſe ofe 
changes the Perſon, that he may rige = 
0 - 


wn 1 He had included him 
fore, Now we fee through a Glaſs darkly; but he 
will do it more apparently, now I tnow- in Part; 
and when ſo great an Apoſtle inculcates his own. 


Sufficiency,  - | 


. 6 


2. Now {bnow in Part] Here is a Reaſon of our 


ImperfeQion- here: I the Light that's in thee be 

Darkneſs, how. great is that Darkneſs? Knowledge 
s a leading Principle, and all Graces follow it in 
Proportion: If we knew Gop more, we ſhould 
obey Him more; if we knew more of his Goodneſs, 
we ſhould Love Him more; if we knew more of 
his Majeſty, we ſhould: Fear Him more; if more 
of bong aithfulneſs, we * 1 r 1 
nay, if we knew Him perfectly, a e wou : 
| Vol. XV II. | N 4 | perfect : 
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will be exact. => . R : * ˖ * | 


3. Now I know in Part: According to the Sy- 
xiac, parum de multo. 1. Little of that I ſhould 
know. 2. Little of that 1 might know. 3. Little of 

l that others know. 4. Little of that I deſire to know. 
5. Little of that I ſhall know in Glory. 


* 


4. Now [-4now in Part. 1. Religion is no Fan- 
cy, Opinion, or conjectural Thing: No, we have 

a certain Knowledge of Gop and his Ways here; 
we ſee through a Glaſs, though it be but darkly: 

I bere is Truth in a Riddle, though it be obſcure. 
2. A Chriſtian begins his Acquaintance with Gov 
kere: He that knows Him not in Part here, ſhall 
never ſee Him Face ta Face in Glory. We have here 
the firſt Glimpſe of Heaven, a Proſpect of Canaan, 

the Preface of Happineſs, the Initials of Glory. 


Bur then I hall know, Tore $6 in .pucopa] EH 
is bringing me better acquainted with a Thing that 
I knew before, a more exact Viewing of an Ob- 
jest that I ſa before afar off. That Title Portion 
of Knowledge which we had here ſhall be much 
improved, our Eye ſhall be raiſed to ſee the ſame 
Things more ſtrongly and clearly. Our Knowledge 
here was but a Spark of the Light that ſhall be. 
When the Soul ſhall ſay, as the Queen of Sheba 
did to Salomon, in 1 Kings x. It was @ true Report 
that I beard in mine own Land of thine Atis, and of 
thy Wiſdom ; hoewbeit I ſcarce belicued the Words 
until I came, and mine Eyes had ſeen it, and behold 
the He was not told me. Happy are thy Men, 0 
happy are theſe thy Servants that land continually le- 
— % rnb Tt 21G 
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 Even-as alfo I am known. The Particle zavas, as, 
is not a Nas of ern ow an mme as in 


* 


"Am thus ina * — for Explieation: + the 
Text, for clearing the Glaſs, for openin ts M- 
nigma. If you now look into the Words, you'll 
find them full of Spiritual Opticks. Here i 10 Viſion 
A for now tue ſee thre a Glaſs darkly: And 
re is Viſion Diredt; but then Facecto Face. We 
val begin, with the firſt: Naw: we ſee: throughra 
Glaſs dartiy; and h Kaen pegs * e- 
to your, View. d 5 N 
<1? gaoqu 2 * Tas + Fs , * * 
Fiss n, In « Glas of the be This | E 
common and obvious Glaſs preſented to every one's. 
View, and there are ſome Glimmerings of com- 
mon Light, diffuſed among he by which 0 1 
Jee-idtgats 11 el q E ffs * OW: Sf * Hep 


I 


Malts ec e | 1s 
Our Apoſtle y us this Gi; in Jos ae. 
The inuiſibl Things of. Gov., The Senſe is, That 
the inviſible Things of Gon: are ſeen by the Crea- 
tures, or by the Creation. From the firſt Infancy of 
the World, ever. fince it was created, the; eternal 
| Power- a Godhead have manifeſted themſelves, 
; and the prime Cauſe. hath been very apparent in 
thoſe Effects of his, which Wade not „ne * 


produced. by any inferior Rein 


Tus vaſt Volume of the Creatures bet out it by 
Gop Himſelf without any Errata im it, was printed 
in ſo fair a Character, as he that ran might read it; 
and the leaſt Letter in it- made Shew of a moſt di- 
vine Impreſſion. But alas ! Sinz beſides weakening 
of the Soul's Eye, hath foiled and defaced the Book; 
and hence we come to ſee in it ſa darkly.) And 
till the Letters are 1 and carry with 1 the 

. rint: - 


h 


” 


s Sime! Orcs. 


Deity. The World is, as one calls it, 


Print of a 

uigma Dei. And it is full of Looking-Glaſfes : 
For Gop hath communicated ſeveral Reſetablances 
of Himſelf to the Creature, as the Face ſheds that 
Image upon the Glaſs wh itſelf is preſented. 
I need not ſpeak of the bleſſed An thoſe pure 
and cryſtal Mirrorus, what glorious Repreſentations 
| give of their Creator: Look but into your- 
ſelves, and you will find immortal Souls ſhew¾ing 


forth that Image according to which they were 


made; or if you vill look up to that vaſt and po- 
lihed Looking-Glaſs, you will ſee The Heavens de- 
claring the Glory of Gop, and the Firmument ſhew- 
ing bis bandy Work. Or caſt but an Eye upon the 
the /pooreſt and moſt abje Being, 
you will find ſome faint Reſemblances of à De- 
ity. But the Atheiſt ſhuts his Eyes; what ſhould 
2 blind Man do with a Looking-Glab ? And yet 
ſometimes there are — Flaſhes of Terror 
darted into Him, and he begins with the Devils to 
believe and tremble.) The Papiſts, as if there were 
not Glaſſes enough of Gon's making, muſt have 
1 of their own to put them in Mind of Gop ; 
their painted Glaſſes : But ſurely they ſee throu 
theſe very darkly. The Heathens they ſhall 
judged for not ordering their Lives according to 
this Glaſs; for reſiſting thofe Reliques of primitive 
Light that ſhined out ſtrongly upon them. 3 
here are Glaſſes, but we ſee them very * 
chat * Reaſon of a double Deſect. 


1. 18 the Gloſs 
'T'rs true, ſome of Gov's Attributes here clearly 


me themſelves ; his Power and Sovereignty ; yea, 


His Wiſdom, and Goodneſs too; but "thoſe ſweeteſt 
- Manifeſtations of his Love, the Treaſures of * 


ee infinite Mercy, the whole Plot of 22 


even there 


e ˙ à ©, i... 


of 
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Goſpel, not the leaſt Shadow of theſe is to be found. 
Now for this very Cauſe, the Gentiles in Eph. ii. 
12, are called Athei, s, . becauſe they were without 
the Knowledge of God in Chri/t, You know they 
had a goodly Company of Gods, an whole Tr | 
of Deities : But they were without Gop in Chrift,, ; 
and hence they are ſtiled, without Go p in the 


LY 


World: S 13 
; 2. Ix the B. PET abt ens oh : 


1. Avam in N had a glorious Soul full 
of Light, bright and ſparkling Eyes, wvg Mapreriart : 
erw. He could read the Coal Print, the leaft 
Jot and Tittle-in the Book of Nature. See how 
5 he tumbles over the vaſt Volume, and in a 

ame gives a brief Gloſs upon every Creature, a 
conciſe Epitome of their natural Hiſtories. He had 
a fair Portion of Knowledge, if he could have been 
contented with it. But he would fain have more, 
be muſt needs be taſting of the Free of Knowledge; 
and hence ſprings our Ignorance; the Soul hath 
ever ſince been darkened and dim-f1ghted. Perhaps - 
it can ſee ſome goodly capital Letters, ſome fair 
fouriſh'd Character; but there are Multitudes of 
14 5 in a {aller Print, that it takes no e 
0 


2. Tur Soul might ſee more, N 
ploy itſelf more, and look oftner into the Glaſs of 
the Creatures. Meditation would raiſe the Creature 
higher, and diſtil Sweetneſs out of every Object. 
The Soul is buſy with eyery Thing it ſees, as buſy 
3 a Bee; it goes from Flower to. , and ex 

tracts moſt precious | Sweetneſs. jy | 


3. Ws Eyes have been 4 0 too 8 AY 
the W of the Creature, ſo as to take the 
. N 3 Servant: 
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Servant for the Maſter; and have been ſo much in 


admiring the Glaſs, that they forgot the plorions 
"Beauty chat it repreſented. What Worthip and 
Adoration'hath the Sun had ? Even almoſt as much 


as the great Creator of Heaven and Earth; ftrange 
mat they ſhould ſee fo darkly, as not to difcern the 


Pace from the Veil that covers it. For the Sun is 


at beſt but the Shadow of Gop; a meer Spot, a 


Cloud, if compared with ſo bright an Eſſenoe; and 


as he faith notably, The Sun's Worſhippers' muſt 


need be Athei/ts in the Night-Time.. You have {cen 
the Glaſs of the Creatures, and. how in it_ we ſec 


very darkly. 


Sgconpt v, in Lauras Glits Learnin 
Drightens the intellectual Eye, and clarifies the Soul; 
the Hebrews wiſe Men are pn, apert:, - Men 
with Eyes open; and it ſets a Man on higher 


and many Advantages 


over others; they have Eyes 


What need I tell you how invincible Doubts blemi 
their brighteſt Notions ? How the Naturaliſt's Head 
is non-plufs'd with an occult Quality, and he knows 


not how to take it off. How the choiceſt Moraliſts 
are paus d, and _— tell how to extricate them- 


ſelves. Look > A igher to M :taphyſicks, which 
ſome ſtile colggiæ ; but you may touch 
the Hem o 2 long enough before you 


find any Virtue coming from it. Converſe but with 


the Schoolmens Works, and there you ſhall meet 
voluminous Riddles. "Tis their grand * 
do tie a Knot, and then ſee if they can undo it; to 

frame an Enemy, and then triumph over him ; to 
make an Objection, and then anſwer it if they can: 
There are e enough, hut if you ſee thro 


| erm, it w. * 
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Ground, and gives him a fairer Proſpe& of Beings, 
and fee not; but theſe ſee, and yet very = 


. 


BY W.q 


* . 0 „„ 
. , 2 . 


%% dt. td. - oe rad 


_ 


k 0. 


Spiritual Op riexs. 1 151 


Bor if you could ſee very clearly in all theſe, 
yet how weak and inſufficient are they to acquaint. 
you with the great Myſteries of Godlinefs? ? 


1. Some ſuch. as have been moſt eminent in 
them, have had Wits of Elevation ſituated as 
upon a Cliff, but how little have they ſeen of 
Heaven, and heavenly Things! Ar;/?otle with 
the reſt of the Heathens, What uncertain Notions 
had they of a Deity? We are beholding to their 
dying Speeches for molt of their Divinity. 


2. Many under the Light of the Goſpel, and 
furniſh'd with Helps of human Learning; how 
ſtrangely unacquainted are they with the Know-- 
| ledge of Chriftcrucified! A plain experienced Chri- 
ſtian (notwithſtanding all their auxiliary Forces) 
only by the Help of a Bible, will put a Whole 
Army of them to Flight. And yet methinks none - 
ſhould be fo filly and malicious as to put the Fault 
in Learning, whereas there is no ard Vicinity - 
than between Truth and Goodneſs; and Heaven 
is full of Knowledge, as it is of Holineſs. 


3. SCIENCZs themſelves are weak and imperſect 
Things, and therefore as our Apoſtle tells us, 
Knowledge muſt be aboliſh'd, and "Tongues which · 
are the Vehicles of Scientes, ſhall paſs away. So- 
then in this Glaſs we ſee but darkly. 


TatrDLy, In the Glaſs of the Scriptures. This 
is a pure and ſpotleſs Glaſs repreſenting the Will 
of Gop unto. us, an eternal Glaſs that ſhall never 
be broken, more durable than Heaven itfelf: Da- 
vid was looking in this Glaſs Day and Night. 


Turxx are many falſe flattering Glaſſes in the 
World; but here the Soul may fee its Face in'a 


* 
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moſt exact Reſemblance: It will ſhew the leaſt-Spot I T 
and Deformity; the Sinfulneſs of an idle Word, * 
of a vain Thought, of a firſt Motion tho* without 
Conſent, the leaſt Tendencies to Sin, the firſt 
Bubblings up of Corruption. It deals ſo plainly, 
that many are offended with it, and ſwell the 
more againſt it; and thus Sin tates Occaſion by the | 
Commandment, as Rom. vii. Fond Lais breaks her ve 
Looking-Glaſs, becauſe it ſhews the Wrinkles in 
her Face: Gives the Reaſon, Me cernere. talem 
" qualis ſum nolo, gualis eram neguco. Well, the 
aw that's a Glaſs to ſhew us our Spots, can- 
not wipe them off; but the Goſpel is a pure Well 
of Salvation, there one may ſee them and wah 


Ix that evangelical Mirror you may ſee the Face 
of a Saviour, coming in an amiable Way with 
Smiles of Love, with Offers of Grace and ſaving 
Mercy. Nay, the Goſpel is called the Face of Je- 
fus Chrift, 2 Cor. iv. 6. As * hr a Glaſs when 
a Man had once look'd into it, ſhould keep a per- 
manent and unvaniſhing Image of his Face, tho 
he himſelf afterwards were abſent; we might well 
ſay, There was the Face of ſuch a Man; the 
Goſpel is ſuch a Glaſs, Chriſ hath look d into it, 
and ſhed his Image upon it, and ever ſince it hath | 
given moſt glorious Repreſentations of Him: And 
Fin we come. to Heaven itſelf, we cannot meet 
with more full Manifeſtations of Gop and Cbriſt, 
and all the Myſteries of Salvation, than in the 
Word of Gop; and yet here we ſee but darkly. 


x * 


Fon if we conſider them under the Old Teſta- 
ment, how long was there Comfort lock'd up in 
that EZuigma, that primitive Promiſe, which was 
1 firſt Dawning of the Goſpel; The Seed of the 
Woman fhall treak the Serpent's Head? And when 


Truth 


FF 
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Truth began to ſhew itſelf in ſome fuller Diſco- 
reries, yet ſtill it was mix d with much Ob- 
 Tazy had a Two-fold Gl. 


1. Id the. Glaſs of the Ceremonies they faw 
very darkly. We could not look for much Light 
where there were ſo many Shadows; where there 
were ſo many Veils, they could not ſee Face to 
Face. That the eo worſhipped a Cloud for 
their Gon, was a mere Calumny; but that they 
yorſhipped their Gop in a Cloud we will eaſily 
grant, for all our- Fathers were under the Cloud, 1 
Cor. x. 1. The Ceremonial Law was nothing elſe 
but an Heap of Riddles: Who among them 
could tell the Meaning of them? Nay, it is well 
if we that have the Type and Antitype meeting 
together, can give a juſt Explanation of ſome ef 
them. Well, this Glass is now broken; for Ce- 
remonies, like falſe Looking- Glaſſes, repreſent 
the Object with too much Shadow; and yet ſtill 
the Scarlet Whore will be dreffing herſelf by them, 


J becauſe like flattering Glaſſes they make her ſeem 


2. In the Glaſs of the Prophecies. Here they 
night ſee the Preſence of a deferr'd Deliverance, 
they might ſee the Face of a promiſed Maſſias. 
Buxter F tells us, That he is perſuaded this is one 
min Reaſon why the Fews are ſo ignorant of the 
Meſſias, becauſe they are fo little vers'd in the 
Prophets; th their whole Time upon the 
Law, but will noe caſt an Eye upon them: He 
ſpeaks of the modern Jews, Gop'in much Mercy 
bath given them Glaſſes, and they will not vouch- 
afe to look in them; they were always an _ 
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: Prophets, and * 7 o on to fill up the Sins of 
their Fathers. 


— His cloudy. gout perky 44 7 ge 241% 16% ofttooo1 
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were very beneficial to the Church militant, to 
acquaint. her with approaching Judgments, anc 


ſo little Knowledge of Him, in what 7 
n 


He hath not dealt ſo with every. Nation 1 ha 
Uh Both Knee ee Wes 
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rate and ſtiff- necked People, „ againſt the 


|, but the Seers themſelves fl © 
faw in a Riddle, they ſaw them very darkly. 


&1- „ 1 1 A TANK 15 


Fon, 1. A Prophecy i in the Bud is not ſo eaſily M. |; 


ſeen as when it ſhoots out further, and 4 on: 
itſelf in larger Growth: Such Paſſages in 1/aicb , 
as ſeem to us — Bs ys were to —— dark "ep 
and enigmatical: And we = how obſcure. St. de 
John's EN! ſeems. to us. And the Devil, Th. 
who was always God's Ape, over- imitated here; de 
for his — By were wrapt up in ſo many Clouds, * 


and withall ſo full of Fallacies, as none ever could 


tell their Meaning: till Event had given the In- Ie 
terpretation. The Prince of Darkneſs would 
make all his Sayings wear his 7 Divine 
Prophecies are as clear as Dine I pare 


perfect Things, and therefore they. alſo ſball- be 1. 
aboliſhed, No. Need of them in eaven: They * 


prepare her for intended Mercies; but when Hap- 


pineſs is preſent and compleat, no Need of the = 
+ then i n . Church triumphant. " 2 yl w 165 
2 Tuvs you have fren-how 3 the La 55 
ſaw but darkly: And if Gop's peculiar People had "har 


palbable Ignorance did they live that had none o 
this his Light ſhining-upon them? for in Judah wy 
Gon #nown, and his Name. was famous in Iſrael 


* * » 
1 ; F.. 
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Axp now if we look upon ourſelves that live 


WY under the Light of the Goſpel, even we in u 
un- ſhine ſee but darkly. 


1. THERE are many b Riddles, a Gon. 
incarnate, a crucified Saviour; which are ſuch, 
1. As the 1 themſelves ſee darkly, and 
therefore are ſtill prying to ſee more. 2. Reaſon 
that great Patron of Unbelief wrangles againſt 
hem; and yet Reaſon itſelf will dictate thus much, 
» MW That the Myſteries of Religion ſhould he above 
Ide Reach of Reaſon. 3. The greateſt Part of 
; the World reject them: The Greeks eſteem them 

fooliſhneſs : They think there is not ſo much in 
1 hem as in a Riddle; in that there is ſome 

laden Senſe, but theſe are plain Fooliſhneſs in 
heir Eteem; the Fews ſtumble at a crucified Sa- 
our, and yet themſelves were the Crucifiers of 
him. The Veil of the Temple rent at his Death; 
ut the Veil is ſtill upon their Hearts, and yet 
bet e' re long ſhall be rent too: And they ſhall ſee 
tim whom they have pierced, and ſball mourn, a 
kin Bitterneſs; and confeſs, We Nn rt our Love, 
ke . our Saviour. | 


2. THERE are many Practical Truths "which 
re mere Riddles to catnal Spirits; as to forſake: 
l for a perſecuted Chriſt, to cut off Right Hands, 
puck out Right Eyes, pray for Enemies, not to 
b Evil that Good may come thereof: Theſe 
linciples they can — 1 digeſt; and there are 
tany "Chriſtian Privileges which they know not 
* to make of, Aſſurance of Gop's Favour, 
lmmunion with Him, hidden Manna, Joy in 
de Holy Ghoſt and unſpeakable. Theſe and fuch 
ie puzzle their Apprehenſions; for they never 
nter d into the Heart of a natural Man to con- 
e, it ĩs too narrow for them to enter. 


* 3. THERE 
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rate and ſtiſſ- necked * rebelling againſt the 
Prophets, and they to fill up the Sins of 
their Fathers. Well, x _ Seers themſelves 
ſaw in a Riddle, they fax them very darkly. 
1-0W 1. 4 164 TI 1: 

Fon, 1. A Prophecy in the Bud is not ſo eaſily 
ſeen as when it ſhoots out further, and ſpreads 
itſelf in larger Growth: Such Paſſages in 1/a:«b 
as ſeem to us 5 ys were to Arr ray pet 
and enigmatical: And we e how obſcure. St. 
John's. Prophecy ſeems to us. And the Devil, 
who was always God's Ape, over-imitated here; 
for his Oracles were wrapt up in ſo many Clouds, 
and withall ſo full of Fallacies, as none ever could 
tell their Meaning till Event had given the In- 
terpretation. The Prince of Darkneſs would 
make all his Sayings wear his 1 70 Divine 
Prophecies are 28 clear as N compared 
* His cloudy * 8 54 2 * 2 101 


2. "Paopancrds. — beſt a Are but. . * im- 


perfect Things, and therefore they alſo. ſhall be 


aboliſhed, no Need of them in Heaven: They 


were very beneficial to the Church militant, to 


acquaint her with approaching Judgments, and 
prepare her for intended Mercies; but when Hap- 
pineſs is preſent and compleat, no ee of them 


5 Han. in * Church triumphant. 1 


f Tavs you have Ben ho gl atk the "al 
ſaw but por And if Gop's peculiar People had 
ſo little Knowledge of Him, in what p and 
palbable Ignorance did they live that had none of 
this his Light ſhining upon them: for in Judah was 
Son known, and bis Name was famous in Iſrael. 
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AND now if we look upon ourſelves that live 

under the Light of the Goſpel, even we in this 
Sun-ſhine ſee but darkly. 


1. THERE are many evangelical Riddles, a Gon. 
incarnate, a crucified Saviourz which are ſuch, 
1. As the Angels themſelves ſee darkly, and 
therefore are ſill pryin to ſee more, 2. Reaſon 
that great Patron of Unbelief wrangles againſt 
them; and yet Reaſon itſelf will dictate thus much, 
That the Myſteries of Religion ſhould be above 
the Reach of Reaſon. 3. The greateſt Part of 
the World reject them: The Greeks eſteem them 
Fooliſhneſs: They think there is not ſo much in 
them as in a Riddle; in that there is ſome 
hidden Senſe, but theſe are plain Fooliſhneſs in 
their Eſteem; the Jetus ftumble at a crucified Sa - 
viour, and yet thenifelves were the Crucifiers of 
Him. The Veil of the Temple rent at his Death; 
but the Veil is: ſtill upon their Hearts, and yet 
that e're long ſhall be rent too: And they ſhall fee 
Him whom they have pierced, and ſball mourn,” att 
be in Bitterneſs; and confeſs, Me crucified our Love, 
we crucified our Saviour. 621 Lift; ff FOO 


2. TyzRt are many Practical Truths which. 
are mere Riddles to catnal Spirits; as to forſake' 
all for a perſecuted Chriſt, to cut off Right Hands, 
pluck out Right Eyes, pray for Enemies, not to 
do Evil that Good may come thereof: Theſe 
Principles they can — 9 digeſt; and there are 
many Chriſtian Privileges which they know not 
what to make of, Aſſurance of Gop's Favour, 
Communion with Him, hidden Manna, Joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt and unſpeakable. Theſe and fuch 
like puzzle their Apprehenſions; for they never 
enter d into the Heart of a natural Man to con- 
ceive, it is too narrow for them to enter. 
* 3. THERE 
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3. THERE are many Paſſages which to Chriſt. N 
ans themſelves are dark and enigmatical, ſuch ſee 
we cannot eafily underſtand. The Book of th all 
Revelation is all veil'd with Obſcurity, the fri ab! 
Thing we meet with almoſt are feven Seals: | 
is full of hidden Secrets, and who is there that ; 

can unſeal the Book? Our Adverſaries the Papi the 
catch at this, and are ready with a double Infer-W but 


ence: The Scriptures are enigmatical; therefor:W abc 
clear them with Traditions, — keep then obſ 
from the People. ſo 


Bor, 1. When we ſpeak of the Scripture 
Darknefs, it is but comparatively in Reſpect u E 
thoſe bright Manifeſtations we ſhall have of Go Go 
hereafter. A Pearl may be clear and orient, ani don 
er. in Reſpect of a Star. A Star may be 7101 

ight, and yet obſcure if compared with the dun. Ius! 


2. ALL Truths belonging to the Eſſence of Det 
Chriſtian, are plain: And there is an affiſting Spi. [att 
rit, which though they perhaps may ſcoff at, ani the 
ſome others may unjuſtly pretend to, yet, withouß we 
Doubt it ſhall lead God's People into all Truth. it 


1:84 Ans their Traditions ſo clear and c tali is n 
as that we ſhall ſee in them better than in the whe 
Word? If you cannot ſee in à pellucid Stream, The 
do you think to ſee in a muddy ſtanding Pool? a5 
PR... ey 
Bur, Secondly, The Scriptures are enigmati|ſ| ſo a 
cal, therefore keep them from the People. Nau em 

| . them to them: Therefore ſet up i mor 
fai iniſtry, whoſe Lips may preſerve Mu- men 
ledge, and acquaint them. with the MyReries of Rea 
Salvation, and open to them theſe hidden Or: Proy 


cles. And let the People themſelves ſearch ti! it pr 


** 
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Wiſdom at hid Treaſure. Again, they had better 
ſee in a Glaſs, tho” but darkly, than not to ſee at 
all; Truth in a Cloud, in a Reddle is more ami- 
able than a black and palpable Ignorance. 


Tun, They keep the Scriptures from 
them, not becauſe they ſee in them ſo darkly, 
but leſt they ſhould ſee in them too clearly; and 
above all they lock up the Revelation, not as it is 1 
obſcure, but becauſe it threatens the ſeven Hills +; 
ſo much. And thus we have look'd upon the 7 
third Particular, the Glaſs of the Scriptures. 


 FourTHLy, In the Glaſs of Providence. Here 
Gop's glorious Attributes ſhine forth, his Wiſ- 
dom, Juſtice, Goodneſs, and the reſt of that glo- 
rious Conſtellation, And Providence ſets before 
us Examples, they are Glaſſes in which we may 
ſee either the Beauty of Holineſs, or elſe Sin's 
Deformity. And it is no ſmall Felicity of this 
latter Age, that we have the Uſe of theſe Glaſſes, 
the Benefit of ſo many former Examples; and yet 
we ſee in them but darkly, they are a Cloud of 
IVitneſſes, as it is, Heb. xii. 1. tho' in another 
Senſe. 23 is very myſterious, and there 
is no readier Way to Atheiſm than to queſtion it, 
when we cannot give a ſufficient Account of it. 
The Indians have a Cuſtom once a Year to caſt 


a golden Buſhel into the Sea: And thus they think 
they ſet a Meaſure and bound to its proud Waves, 9 
ſo as it ſhall not invade their Land. Their Cuſ- IV 
tom is ridiculous enough, and yet they are far 2 
more vain that go about to circumſcribe an im- 14 
menſe Being with the narrow Compals of their 9 
Reaſon. Audacious Men, that go about to ſet 1 
Providence a Platform, which if it ſhall tranſgreſs, 9 
it preſently paſſes the Bounds of Juſtice. 9 
9 
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.. SainT Paul that could have dived as deep as 
another, and brought up many precious pearly 
Obſervations with him, yet dares not venture in, 
but ſtanding aloof off upon the Shore, admires the 
vaſt and boundleſs Ocean, and as one amazed, 
and almoſt ſwallowed up with the very Conſidera- 
tion of it, cries out, 6 the Depth of the Riches 
beth of the Wiſdom and Knowledge of GOD] How 
wnſearchable are his Fudgments, and his Ways paſt 
finding out ! df his Ways are in the Deep; 
there is no e. of them, not the leaſt Print, no 
tracing of a Deity. That Gop ſhould ſhine out 
only upon ſome few Spots of Ground with the 
Light of the Goſpel, and ſhut up the reſt in pal- 
pable Darkneſs; that he ſhould ſuffer his deareſt 
-hildren to be wrong'd and infulted, when 
Wickedneſs in the mean While triumphs ſecurely: 
"Theſe and many ſuch like are Riddles of Provi- 
dence, we ſee in this Glaſs darkly. © © 


_ FiFTaLy, In the Glaſsof Faith. Here we ſec 
through a Glaſs: For Faith is a ſure Perſpective- 
Glaſs, by which Abraham's aged Eye ſaw Chriſt's 
Day though afar off; and the reſt of the Saints 
ſaw Him from a Diſtance, and yet embrac'd Him: 
A Glaſs by which Meſes ſaw Him that was in- 
viſible, It is a colour'd Glaſs, and does colour 
the Object: It can ſee a Mercy in a Judgment, 
and Deliverance in a Captivity, Help in an Exi- 
gency: And Promiſes they are Faith's Glaſſes, 
and they ſpeak as the Looking-Glaſs in the Greet 
Epigram, 1f you look on me [ok upon you; if you 
apply me, I belong unto you 


AND yet we ſee here but darkly: For Faith 
itſelf (not to ſpeak of thoſe many Doubtings and 
Waverings that often accompany it, is oppoſed 
to Viſion, 2 Cor. v. 7. We walk by Faith, and 


not 
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not by Sight. Faith as it lives in the Mount, (for 
in in th Mount will the LORD be ſeen) ſo it dies in 
the Mount too like Moſes,” it never enters into 
the Land of Promiſe. 


SIXTHLY, The Glass e of "Y Sbefeilehtr Such 
great and tranſcendent Myſteries as the Appre- 
henſions of Angels cannot reach unto, are here 
preſented to the Senſes. . 


Baris, that's a Looking-Glaſs where the 
firſt Beam of Gop's favourable Countenance ſhews 
itſelf, the firſt Expreſſion of his Love to a ſinful 
Creature. The Laver under the Law was made 
of Looking-Glaſſes; and the Laver of Regene- 
ration under, the Goſpel is itſelf a Looking-glaſs, 
where you may ſee a Gop in Covenant with you, 
and yet He does not ſhew Himſelf with a ſpread- 
ing and immediate Ray, but only in a ſacramen- 
tal Reflexion: You may ſee Heaven in this Well 
of Salvation. As it was uſed by Way of Im- 
merſſion, there was a Riddle of the Reſurrection; 
as by Way of Sprinkling, there's a Riddle of 
Sanctification. You would ſay, It were no Won- 
der if I ſhould tell you the Infant ſees in it but 
. darkly; but who is there of riper Years. that looks 
on this Glaſs, or makes any Uſe of it? Who is 
there almoſt that a A » x upon his 
Baptiſm? -— 18 


Ap as "i the S of the Loxp- s-Sup- 
per; why, here's a Glaſs that Chriſt left with his 
dear Spouſe when He went away from her, in 
which ſhe may till ſee his Face and be mindful 
of Him. Do this in Remembrance of Me, and do 
it to put Me in Remembrance of you: For my i 
«wow includes both. There is mutual Aſpect, 

and eciprocal Glances between Chriſt and a be- 

-W-8 lieving 


160 Spiritual Opricks. 


lieving Soul in the Sacrament. Chri/t looks upon 


the Soul: with a gracious Eye, and the Soul looks 
upon Him with an Eye of aith, 


AND thus we have ſhewn you the ſeveral Gh 
ſes thro' which we ſee but darkly, There remains 
a Sight of Gop Face ts Face, to know as we are 
known. But this hereafter. 


8 


Rra bin, 


That this to know as we are known /bould be 
Me Ahther tonld not felt, but died me” youth , 
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JohN Owen, D. D. 


Some Time Vice-Chancellor of the Uni- 
verſity of CAMBRIDGE. 


T0 which is prefix d, 
SOME ACCOUNT of His LIFE. 


O 3 | THE 


O F 


JOHN OWEN, D. Dp. 


/ TP 


* 


R. FOUHN OWEN, was a great. 
Man, and generally reſpected as a 
Scholar, a Gentleman, and a Divine. He 
was caſt out of his Deanry of Chrift-Charch 
in Oxford, in 1659, not long after Richard's 
being made Protector; and liv'd privately 
afterwards at Stadbam till he came to Lon- 
n. Mr. Wood, the Oxonian, who bore him 


no Good-will, thinks fit to own, That the 


Doctor was a Perſon well ſkilled in the Tongues, 
Kabinnical Learning, and Jewiſh Rites and 
(Atoms; that be had a great Command of his 
Engliſh Pen, and was one of the moſt genteel 
na faireſt Writers that appeared * ”= 
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The Lies of Dr. OwsN. 


Church of England. But ſuch as were not 
btinded with Prejudice, have freely nd 
the Eminency of the Doctor & Learning and 
Abilities. He was a Man of univerſal Read- 
ing; and he had digeſted it. He was eſpe- 
cially converſant in thoſe Sciences that are 
aſſiſtant to Divinity; and Maſter of them 
in an unuſual Degree. He was reckon'd 
the brighteſt Ornament of the ag de 
of Oxford, and for ſeveral Years ſucceſ. 
ſively was Vice-Chancellor there. When laid 
aſide here, he had Thoughts of going into 
New-England, where he was invited to the 
Government of their Univerſity; but he 
was ſtopt by particular Orders. from Kin 
CHARLES. He was alſo invited to be a Profe? 
ſor of 2 * in the United Provinces, but 
refuſed. He lived the latter Part of his Liſe 
in great Reputation, in and about the City 
of London; where he had a conſiderable Con- 
regation, and was much reſpected by many 
Pertons of Note and Eminence. On St. 
Bartholomew's-Day, 1683, he parted this 
Life, with a cheerful Hope of a better; and 
left behind him a great many valuable Wri- 
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BELIEVERS, c. 


a ö bbb lh b 
HAP. I. 
The Foundation of the enſuing Diſcourſe. 


HAT what I have to contribute to the 
M carrying on of Mortification in Be- 
lievers, may receive Order and Perſpi- 
cuity, I ſhall lay the Foundation of it 
| in thoſe Words of the Apoſtle, Rom. 
viii. 13. F ye by the Spirit do mertify the Deeds of 
the Fleſh, ye bull tive; and reduce the Whole to an 
Improvement of the great evangelical Truth con- 
tained in them. 


TRE Apoſtle having made 2 Recapitulation of 
his Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith, and the bleſ- 
ed Condition of them, who are Partakers thereof, 

| HEY +# 64 64 D. 1, 


168 Tie Mortifcation of 


9. 1, 2, 3. of this Chapter, proceeds to improve it 


to the Holineſs and Conſolation of Believers. 


1 the Words peculiarly deſigned for the Foun- 
dation of the enſuing Dianne, there is, 


the Body. 


Secondly, The Perſons to whom it is preſcribed; 
ye, if ye mortify. 


Thirdly, A Promiſe annexed to o that Duty, 5. 
Hall live. | 


_ Feurthly, The Means of the We of this 
Duty, the Spirit; if ye through the Spirit. 


Fifthly, The Condition of the Whole, wherein 
Duty, Means and Promiſe, are contained, if ye, &c. 


1. Txx firſt Thin occuring in che Words, as 
they lie in the entire Propoſition is the conditional 
Note, but i z . The certain Connexion that is between 
the Morti fthe Deeds of the Body, and Living, 
is intimated in this conditional Particle. The Con- 
nection between and Life, is not 
of Cauſe and Effect properly, For eternal Life is the 
Sin of God, through Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. vi. 23 
But of Means and End: Gop hath appointed this 
Means ſor the attaining that 1 which, He hath 
freely promiled. - : 


Wo 7 next Thing we meet with in the Words, 
is, the Perſons to whom this is preſcribed; and that i3 
expreſſed in the Word ye, that is, ye Believers; ye 
to whom there 15 no Condemnation, v. 1. ye that are 
not in the ä but in the Spirit, v. 5. who are 
quickened 


es A Duty . mertify the Deeds of 


ws kad *s r 


SIN in BELIEVERS, 169 


quickened by the Spirit of Chriſt, v. 10, 11. to you 
13 this Duty preſcribed ; and this Deſcription of the 
Perſons, in Conjunction with the Duty, is the 
main Foundation of the enſuing Diſcourſe. 


3- THe principal efficient Cauſe of the Perform - 
ance of this Duty, is the Spirit: The Spirit here 
is the Spirit of Chr, the Spirit of Gop, that dwells 

in us, v. 9. that quickens us, v. II. the Holy . . 

v. 14. the Spirit of Adoption, v. 15. the Spirit : 
maketh Interceſſion for us, v. 26. All other Ways of 
Mortification are Vain, all Helps leave us Os 
it muſt be done by the Spirit. 


4. Tun Duty ;eſelf, g the Deeds of the 
Body, is next to be remarked. 


THREs Things are here to be enquired intog 
(1.) What is meant by the Body. (2.) What by 
pr Deeds-of the Body. (3.) What by * 

them. 


6.) Tus Body, in the Cloſe of the Verſe, is the 
lame with the Fleſh in the Beginning. F ye _ 
IN Fleſh, ye ſhall die, but if ye Mortf) 
eeds of the Body, that is, of the Fleſh. The Body 

then here is taken for that Corruption of our Na- 
tures, whereof the Body, in a great Part, is the In- 
ſtrument; the very Members of the Body being 
made Servants unto Unrighteoufneſs W 


x Deeds of the Body: Though the out- 
ward bete are here 400 axproſich, vel ths Inward 
are chiefly intended, the Ax is to be laid to the Root 
of the Tree; the Deeds of the Fleſh are to be mor- 
tified in their Cauſes; the Apoſtles calls them Deeds, 
as that which every Luft tends to; though it prove 
Abortive, it aims to bring forth a perfect Sin. 

Vor. XVII. P "IS T0 
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(3.) To mortify; if ye put to Death A meta- 
Phorical Expreſſion, taken from the putting of any 


N 1 Thing to Death. To kill a Man, or any o- 


ther living Thing, is to take away the Principle of 
all his Strength, Vigour and Power; ſo it is in this 
Caſe. Indwelling Sin is compared to a Perſon, a 
living Perſon, called the dd Man, with his Facul- 
ties, and Properties, his Wiſdom, Craft, Subtilty, 
Strength; this, ſays the Apoſtle, muſt be killed, 
ut to Death, mortified, that is, have its Power, 
Lie, Vigour, taken away by the Spirit. 


(4-) Trex Promiſe unto this Duty is Life: Y: 
Hall Live, The Life promiſed, is oppoſed to the 
Death threatened in the Clauſe foregoing : If ye 
live after the Fleſh, ye ſhall die; which the ſame 
Apoſtle elſewhere expreſſeth, Ye hall 2 the Flijh 
reap Corruption, Gal. vi. 8. Or Deſtruction from 
Gop. Now perhaps the Word may not only in- 


tend eternal Life, but alſo the ſpriritual Life in 


Chri/t, which here we have, not as to the Eſſence 
and Being of it, which is already enjoyed by Be- 
Jievers, but as to the Comfort, and Vigour of it: 
Ve ſhall live, lead a vigorous, comfortable, ſpiri- 
tual Life here, and obtain eternal Life hereafter. 


SSESESESSPSESISES 


CHAP. II. 
De Neceſſity of MosT1FicaTION.. 


* AVI NG laid this Foundation, a eief Con- 


firmation of the forementioned Deductions 
will lead me to what I chiefly intend. 


I. Taar 
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I. THAT Believers, who are freed from the con- 
demning Power of Sin, ought yet to make it their Bu- 
fmeſs to mortify the indwelling Power: of Sin. 


So the Apoſtle, Col. iii. 5. N ee your 
Members, which are upon Earth. Whom ſpeaks He 
to? Such as were * with Chriſt, v. 1. Such as 
were dead with Him, v. 3. Do you Mortify, do 
you make it your daily Work ? Ceaſe not a Da 
from this Work, be killing Sin, or it will be kill- 
ing you; your being dead with Chriſt, your 
being quickened with Him, will. not excuſe you 
from this Work. And our Saviour tells us, how 
his Father deals with every Branch in him that 
beareth Fruit, He purgeth it,, that it may bring 
forth more Fruit, John xv. 2. | | 


I. NEGLIGENCE in this Duty, caſts the Soul 
into a perfect contrary Condition to that Which the 
Apoſtle affirms was his, 2 Cor. iv. 16. In theſe the 
inward Man periſheth, and the outward Man is 
renewed Day by Day. Sin is as the Houſe of Da- 
vid, and Grace as the Houſe of Saul; Exerciſe and 
Succeſs. are the two main Cheriſhers of Grace in 
the Heart; when it is ſuffered to lie ſtill, it withers 
and decays ; and Sin gets Ground towards the hard- 
ening of the Heart, Heb. iii. 13. By the Omiſſion 
of this Duty, Grace withers, Luſt flouriſheth, and 
the Frame of the Heart grows worſe and worſe ; 
and the Lok D knows what deſperate and fear- 
ful Iſſues it hath had with many: When poor 
Creatures will take Blow after Blow, Wound after 3 
Wound, Foil after Foil, and never rouſe up them- 1 
felves to a vigorous Oppoſition, can they expect a- = 
ny Thing, but to be hardened, through the Deceit- 
fulneſs of Sin; and that their Souls ſhould bleed ta 
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The Mortification of 
2. Ir is our Duty to be perſecting Holineſs in 
the Fear of the Lorn, 2 Cor. vii. 1. To be grow- 
ing in Grace every Day, 1 Pet. ii. 2. Now this 


ab 


cannot be done without the daily Mortifying of Sin. 


Sin ſets its Strength againſt every Act of Holineſs, 
and againſt 2 — to. Let not that 
Man think he makes any p $ in Holineſs, who 
walks-over the Bellies of his Luſts; he who doth 
not kill Sin in his Way, takes no Steps towards his 
Journey's End. He who finds not Oppoſition from 
it, and who ſets not himſelf in every Particular to 
its Mortification, is at Peace with it, not dying 
to it. 32 


Tuts then is the firſt general Principle of our 


enſuing Diſcourſe : Notwithſtanding the meritori- 


ous Mortification, of all and every Sin in the Croſs 
of Chri/?, notwithſtanding the real Foundation of 


univerſal Mortification laid in our firſt Converſion, 
by Conviction of Sin, Humiliation for Sin, and the 


Implantation of a new Principle, oppoſite to it; 


et Sin doth ſo remain, ſo act, and work, even in 
lievers, that the canſtant daily Mortification of 
it, is incumbent on them. Before I proceed, I can- 
not but complain of many Profeſſors of theſe Days; 
who inſtead of bringing forth ſuch great and evi- 
dent Fruits of Mortification as are expected, ſcarce 
bear any Leaves of it. There is indeed a broad 
Light fallen upon the Men of this Generation; and 
therewith many ſpiritual Gifts communi- 

cated, which with ſome other Conſiderations have 
wonderfully enlarged the Bounds of Profeſſors and 
Profeflion ; both they and it, are exceedingly mul- 
e and encreaſed. _ there is a Noiſe of 
eligion and religious Duties in ev orner 3 
Preaching in — ſo that if a will Mea- 


ſure the Number of Believers, by Light and Pro- 
feſñon, the Church may have Cauſe to ſay, =—_ 


q ES _bkw{ —* 


a 999 My A 0 ha BY fad ws. Ah A. rms 


— - ©. 


* (9 ©5 


Six in BELIEVERS. = 


hath borne me all theſe ? But now if you will take 
the Meaſure of them by this great diſcriminating 
Grace of Chri/tians, perhaps you will find their 
Number not ſo multiplied. The good Lorp ſend 
out a Spirit of Mortification to cure our Diſtem- 
pers, or we are in a ſad Condition. 


N THERE are two Evils which certainly attend. 
every unmortified Profeſſor ; the fir? in himſelf, 
the other in Reſpect of others. 


(1.) In himſelf. Let him pretend what he will, 
he hath ſlight Thoughts of Sin; at leaſt of Sins 
of daily Infirmity. The Root of an unmortified 
Courſe, is the Digeſtion of Sin without Bitterneſs- 
in the Heart. hen a Man hath confirmed his 
Imagination,” to ſuch an Apprehenſion of Grace 
and. Mercy, as to be able without Bitterneſs, to 
ſwallow and digeſt daily Sins, that Man is at the- 
very Brink of turning the Grace of Gop into Laſ- 
civiouſneſs, and being hardened by the Deceitful- 
neſs of Sin. Neither is there a greater Evidence of 
a falſe and rotten Heart in the World, than to drive 
ſuch a Trade. To uſe the Blood of Chri/t, which 
is given to cleanſe us, 1 Fob. i. 7. Tit. ii. 14. The 
Exaltation of Chi, which is to give us Repen- 
tance, 47s v. 31. The Doctrine of Grace, which: 
teaches us to deny all Ungodlineſs, Tit. ii. 11, 12. 
To countenance Sin is a Rebellion, that in the Iſſue 
will break the Bone. ase 

(2.) To others. It hardens them, by begetting- 
in them a Perſuaſion, that they are in as good Con- 
dition as the Beſt. Whatever they ſet in them, is 
ſo tained for want of this Mortification, that it is 
of no value with them; they have a Zeal for Reli- 
gion, but it is accompanied with want of Forbear- 
ance, and univerſal Righteouſneſs. They deny Pro- 
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digality, but with Worldlinefs they ſeparate from 
the World, but live to themfelves, taking no care 
to exerciſe loving Kindneſs in the Earth; or they 
talk ſpiritually, and live vainly ; mention Commu- 
nion with Gop, and are conformed to the World, 


boaſting of Forgiveneſs of Sin, and never forgiving 


others ; and — ſuch Conſiderations do poor Crea- 
tures harden their Hearts in their Unregeneracy. 


Tur great ſovereign Cauſe of Mortification, is 
the Spirit ; that is, the Holy Ghoſt. 


He only is fufficient for this Work; all Ways 
and Means without *Tim are as a Thing of nought; 
and He is the great Efficient of it, He works in us 
as He pleaſes. | 


* (x.) He is promiſed of Gon, to do this Work; 
the taking away of the tony Heart, that is, the 


ſtubborn, proud, rebellious, unbelieving Heart, is 


in general the Work of Mortification that we treat 
of. Now this is promiſed to be done by the Spirit, 
Exel. xi. 19. Chap. xxxvi. 26. I will give my Spi- 


rity and take away the flony Heart ; and by the Spi- 


N God is this Work wrought, when all Means 


(2.) Wx have all our Mortification from the 
Gift of Cris, and all the Gifts of Chriſ are com- 
municated to us by the Spirit. F/7thout Chriſt we 
can do nothing, Joh. xv. 1 Having received the 

| >, 


Promiſe of the Holy He ſends him Abroad 
for that End, Act. ii. 33. | q 
How doth the Spirit mortify Sin ? 


IAnswe, in general three Ways. 


- 


1.1 Br 
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(1.] By caufing our Hearts to abound in Grace, 
and the Fruits that' are contrary to the Fleſh, and 
the Fruits thereof. So the oppoſes the Fruits 
ot the Fleſh, and of the Spirit: They that are Chriſt's, 
have crucified the Fleſh with the A fections and Lufts : 
But how ? Why, v. 25. By living in the Spirit, 
and walking after the Spirit: That is, by the A- 
bounding of theſe Graces of the Spirit in us, and 

walking according to them. * 


2.] By a real phyſical Efficiency on the Root 
of Sin, for the weakening, deſtroying, and taking 
it away. Hence He is called a Spirit Judgment 
and Burning, Ia. iv. 4. really conſuming and de- 
ſtroying our Luſts. He takes away the ſtony Heart 
by an almighty Efficiency ; He is the Fire which 

burns up the very Root of Luſt, 


| [3] H brings the Croſs of Chrift into the 
Heart of a Sinner by Faith, and gives us Commu- 
nion with Chrift in his Death, and Fellowſhip in 
his Sufferings ; whereof more afterwards, POLLS 


Ir chis be the Work of the Spiriz alone; bete e 
it that we are exhorted to it? mg the Spirit of 
Gop only can do it, let the Work be left wholly 
to Him. | 


[I. ] Ir is no otherwiſe the Work of the Spirit, 
but as all Graces and good Works, which are in 
us, are his; He works in us to toi and to do of his 
good Pleaſure, Phil. ii. 13. He works all our Works 
in us, Iſa. xxvi. 12. the Work of Faith with Powery 
2 Theſſ. i. 11. He cauſes us to pray, Rom. viii. 26. 
and yet we are exhorted to all theſe. ; 


(2.] Hz doth not ſo work our Mortification in 
us, as not to keep it 6—— 
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The Holy Ghoſt works in us, as we are fit to be 
wrought upon; that is, ſo as to preſerve our own 
Liberty, and free Obedience. He works upon our 
Underſtandings, Wills, Conſciences, and Aﬀec- 
tions, agreeably to their own Natures ; He works 
in us, and with us, not againſt us, or without us; 
ſo that his Aſſiſtance is an Encouragement, as to 
the facilitating of the Work, and no Occaſion of 
Neglect, as to the Work itſelf. 


Now the Life, Vigour, and Comfort f our ſpi- 
| ritual Life depends much en aur e raged of 4 


J STRENGTH, nd Comfort. ad Power, and 
Peace, in our walking with Gop,' are the Things 
of our Deſires. Were any of us aſked ſeriouſly, 


what it is that troubles us? We muſt refer it to one 
of theſe Heads; either we want Strength, or Power, 


Vigour, and Life, in our Obedience, in our Walk- 
ing with Gop; or we want Peaces. Corafort, and 
. Conſolation therein x 


Bur all theſe much depend on a conftant Cours 
of Mortiſication, as a 8 
kane thereinto, For 


(.. ) Turs Ku keeps Sin from depriving us of | 


the one ang the other. 


[ Shower lect Sin will certainly do two 
Things. . J it will weaken the Soul, and deprive 
I 


it of its 


deprive it of its Coinfort. 


1.] IT weakens the Soul and EATS it of its - 
a. When David had for a while harboured 
an unmortified Luſt in his Heart, it broke all his 
Bones, and left him no ſpiritual Strength; hence 


he 


that hath an effectual 


gour, [2.] It will. darken the Soul and 


} 
] 
r 
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he complained that he was Sick, Weak, Wounded, 
Faint; there is, ſaith he, no Soundne/s in me, P/al. 
xxxviii. 3. I am feeble and ſore broken, v. 8. yea, 
I cannot ſo much as look up, Pſal. xl. 12. An un- 
mortified Luſt will drink up the Spirit, and all the 
Vigour of the Soul. 


[2.] As Sin weakens, ſo it darkens the Soul. It 
is a Cloud, a thick Cloud, that ſpreads itſelf over 
the Face of the Soul, and intercepts all the Beams 
of God's Love and Favour. And if the Soul be- 
zins to gather up Thoughts of Conſolation, Sin 
quickly ſcatters them. Hey '' 
Now in this Regard doth the Vigour and Power 
of our ſpiritual Life depend on our Mortification. 
It is the only Means of the Removal of that, which 
will allow us neither the one nor the other. 


(2.) Mor TIFICATION prunes all the Graces of 
Gop, and makes room for them in our Hearts to 
grow. The Vigour of our ſpiritual Lives conſiſts 
in the Vigour and Flouriſhing of the Plants of 
Grace in our Hearts. Now as you may ſee in a 
Garden, let there be a precious Herb planted, and 
let the Ground be untilled and Weeds grow about 
it, perhaps it will live ſtill, but be a poor withered 
Thing ; when let another of the ſame Kind be ſet 
in Ground, naturally as barren as the other; but 
let it be well weeded, and every Thing that is hurt- 
ful removed from it, it flouriſhes and thrives : So 
it is with the Graces of the Spirit that are planted 
in our Hearts. Fa | | 


(3-) As to our Peace; as there is nothing that 
bath any Evidence of Sincerity without it, fo I 
know nothing that hath ſuch an Evidence of Sin- 
cerity in itz which is no ſmall Foundation - our 

| cace- 
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Peace; Mortification is the Soul's vigorous Oppo- 
Ron Fan z wherein Sincerity is moſt evident. 
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HESE Things being premiſed, 1 come to 
my principal LES of handling ſome I 


Queſtions that preſent themſelves in this Bu- h 


— of Mortification. t 
n 

TRE firſt, wants all are rell{ced, may hs in 

eres as lying under the enſuing Propoſal. 1 
t 


Sorrosx a Man be a true Believer, and yet finds pe 
in himſelf a powerful indwelling Sin, conſuming m 
his Heart with Trouble, perplexing his Thoughts, da 
weakening his Soul, as to Communion with Gop, 
what ſhall he do ? What Courſe ſhall he take for 
the Mortification of this Sin, that he may be en- 
abled to keep up Strength and bon in Commu- 
nion with Gop * | 


Ix anſwer to this important E 1 ſhall do 
theſe Things, 224 


1. SyEw what it i is to mortify any Sin, that we 
be not miſtaken i in the Foundation. 


II. GI vz general Directions for ſuch Things, 
without which it will be impoſſible for any o one to 


got any Sin truly A dhe 


II. Daav 
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III. Draw out the Particulars whereby this is 
to be done. ark ©4 N > 34 


1. THERE is no Man that truly ſets himſelf to 
mortify any Sin, but he aims at, intends, deſires 
its utter Deſtruction; that it ſhould leave neither 
Root nor Fruit, in the Heart or Life. He would fo 
kill it, that it ſhould never move or ſtir any more, 
cry or call, ſeduce or tempt to Eternity. Its not being 
is the Thing aimed at, altho' it is not ſoon attained. 


2. TE Mortification of Sin conſiſts not in the 
Improvement of a quiet, ſedate Nature. Some Men 
have an Advantage by their natural Conſtitution, 
that they are not expoſed to ſuch Violence of un- 
ruly Paſſions, as many others. Let now theſe Men 
improve their natural Temper, by Diſcipline, Con- 
ſideration and Prudence, and they may ſeem to 
themſelves and others, very mortify'd Men, when 
perhaps their Hearts are a ſtanding Sink of all Abo- 
minations. Let not ſuch try their Mortification by 
{ach Things, as their natural Temper gives no Lite 
or Vigour to: Let them bring themſelves to Self- 
denial, Unbelief, or ſome ſuch ſpiritual Sin, and 
they will have a better View of themſelves. 


3. A SIN is not mortify'd, when it is only di- 
verted. Simon Magus, for a Seafon, left his Sor- 
ceries; but his Covetouſneſs and Ambition remain- 
ed ſtill : Therefore St. Peter tells him, I perceive 
thou art in the Gall of Bitterneſs. A Man may be 
ſenſible of a Luſt, ſet himſelf againſt it, take Care 
that it ſhall not break forth as it hath done ; but in 
the mean Time ſuffer the ſame corrupted Habit to 
vent itſelf ſome other Way. And the ſame is the 
Caſe of bartering of Luſts, and leaving one, that 
a Man may ſerve another. He that changes Senſu- 
ality for Phariſaiſm, Vanity in himſelf for 3 
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of others ; let him not think that he hath mortified 


the Sin, that he ſeems to have left. He hath 1 88 
his Maſter, but is a Servant ſtill. 


4. QccaSIonAaL Conqueſts of Sin do not a- 
mount to a mortifying of it. | 


THERE are two Occaſions wherein Men who 
are contending with any Sin, may ſeem to them- 
ſelves to have mortify'd it. 


(I.) Wu it hath had ſome fad W to 
the Diſturbance of their Peace, Terror of their Con- 
ſciences, and evident Provocation of Gop. This 
awakens all that is in the Man, and amazes him, 
fills him with Abhorrency of Sin, and himſelf for 
it ; ſends him to Gop, makes him cry out for Life. 
The whole Man, ſpiritual and natural, being now 
awaked, Sin ſhrinks in, br not, but lies as dead 
before . ; 


(2.) In a Time of ſome Calamity, or refine 
Affliction; the Heart is then taken up with Tho'ts 
of flying from the preſent Troubles and Dangers: 


This, as a convinced Perſon concludes, is to * 


done, only by Relinquiſhment of Sin. It is the An- 
ger of Gop in every Affliction that galls a con- 
vinced Perſon. To be quit of this, Men reſolve at 
ſuch Times againſt their Sins. Sin ſhall never more 
have any Place in them; they will never again give 
up themſelves to the Service of it. Accordingly Sin 
is quiet, ſtirs not, ſeems to be mortify'd ; not in- 
ound, but 
meerly becauſe the Soul hath poſſeſſed its F aculties, 
whereby it ſhould exert itſelf, with Thoughts in- 
conſiſtent with the Motions thereof; which when 


LE wa Vi Sin returns again to its former | 


e and Vigour 
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WHAT it is to mortify a Sin, is next to be con- 
ſidered. , * 1 


Tur Mortification of a Luft conſiſts in three 
Things. # 


1. AN habitual Weakning of it. Every Luſt is a 
depraved Diſpoſition, continually inclining the Heart 
to Evil. That is the Deſcription of him, who hath 
no Luſt truly mortify'd, Gen. vi. 5. Every Imagi- 
nation of the Thoughts of his Heart is only evil conti- 
nually. He is always under the Power of a ſtrong 
Bent and Inclination to Sin. And the Reaſon why 
a natural Man is not always, perpetually, in the 
Purſuit of ſome one Luſt Night and Day, is, be- 
cauſe he hath many to ſerve, every one crying. to 
be ſatisfy d; thence he is carried on with great Va- 
riety, but ſtill in general he lies towards the Satis- 
faction of ſelf, | ; 


Ws will ſuppoſe then the Luſt or Diſtemper, 
whoſe Mortification is enquired after, to be in it- 
{lf a ſtrong, deeply rooted, habitual Inclination 
and Bent of Will and Affections, unto ſome ac+ 
tual Sin, as to the Matter of it, though not undet 
that formal Conſideration, always ſtirring up Ima- 
8 Thoughts and Contrivances about the 

bject of it. ED Men are ſaid to have their 
Hearts ſet upon Evil. A ſinful depraved Habit, as 
in many other Things, ſo in this, differs from all 
natural or moral Habits whatever; whereas they 
incline the Soul gently and ſuitably to itſelf, ſinful 
Habits impel with Violence and Impetuouſneſs: 
Whence Luſts are ſaid to Fight or Har againſt the 
Soul, x Pet. ii. 11. to rebel, to lead captive, all 
Works of great Violence and Impetuouſneſs. 
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Now the firſt Thing in Mortification is the 
Weakening this Habit of Sin, that it ſhall not with 


that Violence, riſe up, tumultuate, entice, diſquiet, 


8s it it apt to do. 


2. In conſtant fighting and 88 againſt 


Sin. To be able always to be laying Load on dia, 
is no ſmall Degree of Mortification. When Sin is 
ſtrong and vigorous, the Soul is Harde able to make 
any Head againſt * | 


Fr is implied in this Fighting, (I. YT 0 due that 
a „Man hath ſuch an Enemy; to take Notice of it, 
to conſider it as an Enemy, and one that is to be 
deftroy'd by all Means poſſible. The Conteſt is vi- 


| gorous and hazardous; it is about the Things of 


ternity. When therefore Men have ſlight and 
tranſient l houghts of their Luſts, it is no Sign they 
are in a Way for their Mortification. 


(a.) To Labour to be acquainted vith the Wire 


Methods, Advantages and Occaſions of its Succeſs 
is the Beginning of this Warfare. So do Men deal 


with Enemies. They enquire out their Deſigns, 


-r their Ends, conſtder how they have formerly 
prevailed, that they may be prevented ; in this con- 
fiſts the greateſt Skill. Take this away, and all 
waging of War, wherein is the greateſt Improve- 


ment of human Wiſdom, and Induſtry, would be 


brutiſh. So do they deal with Luſt,” who mortify 
it indeed; not only when it is actually vexing, in- 
ticing, and ſeducing, but in their Retirements they 
conſider,” this is our Enemy, this is his Way and 
Progreſs, theſe are his Advantages, thus hath he 


prevailed, and thus he will do, if not prevented. 


(3. To load it daily with all Things that are 


grievous, killing and deſtructive to it, is the * 
8 
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of this Conteſt; ſuch an one never thinks his Luſt 
dead, becauſe it is quiet, but labours ſtill to give 
it new Wounds, new Blows every Day. © _ 


UnTo theſe Heads then do I refer the Mortifi- 
cation aimed at; that is, of any one perplexing Di- 
ſtemper, whereby the Corruption of our Nature at- 
tempts to exert itſelf. | 


{ 1. ] FirsT, the Weakning of its indwelling Diſ- 
tion, whereby it inclines, entices, impels to 
Evils, Rebels, Fights againſt Gop, by the implant- 
ing habitual Reſidence, and cheriſhing of a Princi- 
ple of Grace, that ſtands in direct Oppoſition to 
it, is the Foundation of it. So by the Implantin 

and Growth of Humility is Pride weakened, Pat 
ſion by Patience, Uncleanneſs by Purity. 


2. Tae Vigour of the Spirit, in contending 
with the Luſt, by all the Means that are appointed 
thereunto, conſtantly uſing the Succours provided 
againſt its Motions, is a ſecond Thing here re- 


quired. 


3. SUCCESs in ſeveral Degrees attends theſe two. 
Now this, if the Diſtemper hath not an inconquer- 
able Advantage from its natural Situation, may be 
to ſuch an, univerſal Conqueſt, as the Soul may 
never more ſenſibly feel its Oppolition., _ - 
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General RvLrEs, without whith no Lu 
| 2011 be . 


HE Means whereby a Soul may roceed to 
| the Mortification of any particular Sin, comes 
next under Conſideration. 


Now there are ſome general Conſiderations to 
be premiſed, concerning ſome Principles of this 
Work, without which no Man, be he never ſo much 
reſolved for the n of any Sin, can at- 
tain thereunto. 


' 1. UxL ISS a Man be « Believer he can never 
mortify any one Sin. 


Rom. viii. 13. If ye through the Spirit, &c. Ye Be- 
lievers, to whom there is no Condemnation, ver. 1. 
alone are exhorted to it. Col. iii. 5, Aortify 
therefore your Members that are upan the Earth. W 


ſhould certify ? You who are riſen with Chr: ia, 


ver. 1. Whoſe Life is hid with Chriſt in Go p, 
ver. 3. An unregenerate Man may do ſomething 
like it, but the Work itſelf, ſo as it may be accep- 
table with Gop, he can never perform. 


IT is true, it will be required of every Perſon 


whatever, that hears the Law or Goſpel preached, 


that he mortify Sin : It is OO but it is b 


MorTIFICATION is the Work of Believers, | 


as © DK © _ ROO UE CE TO A FIRES 3. we 8 
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his immediate Duty: It is his Duty to do it, but to 
do it in Gop's Way. If you require your Servant 
to pay ſo much Money for you in fuch a Place, but 
firſt to go and take it up in another; it is his Duty 
to pay the Money appointed, and you will blame 
him if he do it not; yet it was not his immediate 
Duty; he was firſt to take it up, according to your 
Direction. So it is in this Caſe; Sin is to be mor- 
tify'd, but ſomething is to be done in the firſt Place 
to enable us thereto. ED . 


Bur you will ſay: What then would you have 

ungenerate Men, that are convinced of the Evil of 
Sin, do? Shall they ceaſe ſtriving againſt Sin, live 
diſſolutely, give their Luſts their Swing, and be 
as bad as the worſt of Mn? 


1 1 1 . r 1 434 5p 1 
1. Gop forbid ! It is to be looked on as a great 
Iſſue of the Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Loye of Gop, 
that by manifold Ways he is pleaſed to reſtrain the 
Sons of Men, from running into that Exceſs, which 
the Depravedneſs of their Nature would carry them 
with Violence. By what Way ſoever this is done, 
it is an Iſſue of the Care, Kindneſs, and Goodneſs 
of Gop, without which the whole Earth would be 
an Hell of Sin and Confullon, n. 


2. THERE is a peculiar convincing Power in the 
Word, which Gop is often pleaſed to put forth to 
the Wounding of Sinners: And the Word is to be 
reached, tho” it hath this End, yet not with this 
End, Let then the Ward be preached, and. the Sins 
of Men rebuked, Luft will be reſtrained, though 


that be not the Effect aimed at. OE. 


3. Lr Men know it is their Duty, but in its 
roper Place; I take not Men from Mortification, 

&þ put them upon Converſion, He that ſhall call 
of | | 'Q 3 F a Man 
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a Man from mending a Hole in the Wall of his 


Building, is not his Enemy. Poor Soul L It is not 
thy Fore-Finger, but thy Hectick Fever that thou 


art to apply thyſelf to the Conſideration of. Thou 


ſetteſt thyſelf againſt a particular Sin, and doſt not 
conſider that thou art nothing but Sin. 


Lr me add this to them who are Preachers of 
the Word. It is their Duty to plead with Men a- 
bout their Sins, to lay Loads on particular Sins, 
but always remember, that it be done with that 
which is the proper End of Law and Goſpel : That 
is, that they make Uſe of the Sin they ſpeak againſt, 
to the Diſcovery of the Condition wherein the Sin- 
ner is; otherwiſe, haply they may work Men to 
F gemaliey and Hypocriſy, but little of the true End 
of Preaching the Goſpel will be brought about. It 
will not avail to beat a Man off from his Drunken- 
neſs into a ſober Formality. A ſkilful Maſter of the 
Aſſemblies lays his Axe at the Root, drives at the 
Heart. To enveigh againſt particular Sins of igno- 
rant, unregenerate Perſons, ſuch as the Land is full 
of, is a good Work: But yet, though it may be 
done with great Vigour, if this be all the Effect of 
it, that they are ſet upon the moſt ſedulous Endea- 
vours. of mortifying their Sins, all that is done, is 
but like beating the Enemy in an open Field, and 
driving bim into an impregnable Caſtle. Get you 
at any Time a Sinner at the Advantage, on the 


Account of any one Sin whatever, have 12 any 
LL 


Thing to take hold of him by, bring it to hi 
dition, drive it up to the Head, and there deal with 
him : To break Men off particular Sins, and not 
to break their Hearts, is to depriye ourſelves of Ad- 
yantages of dealing with them. 


Tax ſecond Principle is this: 
| WITHOUT 


Houſe, to quench a Fire that is ag or, the whole 
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W1THOUT Sincerity and Diligence in univerſal 


Obedience, there is no Mortification of any one 
Luſt to be obtained. F ee 
I $HALL a little explain this. obs 
A Man finds any Luſt powerful, Rrong, he is 
not able to bear it, wherefore he ſets himſelf againſt 
livered ; but in the mean Time, perhaps in other 


Duties, in conſtant Communion with Gop, in 
Reading, Prayer, and Meditation, in other Ways 


that are not of the ſame Kind with the Luſt where- 


with he 4s troubled, he is loofe and negligent. Let 
not that Man think that ever he ſhall arrive to the 
Mortification of the Luſt he is perplexed with. He 
that hath a running Sore upon him, ariſing from an 
ill Habit of Body; let him apply himſelf with what 
Diligence and Skill he can, to the Cure of his Sore, 
if he leave the general Habit of his Body under Di- 
ſtempers, his Labour will be in Vain. So will his 
Attempts be, that ſhall endeavour to ſtop a bloody 
Iſſue of Sin; and is not equally careful of his uni- 
verfal ſpiritual Conſtitution. For, 


LeT not any Man think to do his own Work, 


that will not do Gop's. Gop's Work conſiſts in 
univerſal Obedience; to be freed of the preſent Per- 


plexity is their own only. Hence is that of the Apo- 
tle, 2 Cor. vii. 1. Cleanſe yourſelves from all Pollu- 
ton of Flefh and Spirit, perfeeting Holineſs in the 


Fear of the LoxD. If we will do any Thing, we 


muſt do all Things. So then it is not only an in- 
tenſe, Oppoſition to this, or that peculiar Luſt, but 
an univerſal humble Temper of Heart, with Watch- 


ſulneſs over every Evil, and the Performance of e- 


* 
> 7 


2. How 


rery Duty, that is accepted. 


- 
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it, peags againſt it, groans under it, ſighs to be de- 
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2. How knoweſt thou but that Gop hath ſuf. 
fered the Luſt, wherewith thou haſt been perplexed, 
to get Strength in thee, and Power over thee, to 
chaſten thee for thy other Negligences, and Luke- 
warmneſs in walking before Him; at leaſt to awaken 
. thee to the Conſideration of thy Ways, that thou 
mayſt make a thorough Change in thy Courſe of 
walking with Him ? 85 


Tun Rage and Predominancy of a particular 
Luft is commonly the Fruit of a careleſs, negligent 
Courſe in general; and that upon a double Ac- 


Lo T7 WP ß , ee To EE In 


[.) As its natural Effect. Luſt, in general, lies 
in the Heart of every one; and is fubtle, Cunning, { 
crafty, it ſeduces, intices, fights, rebels. Whilſt a 
Man keeps a diligent Watch over his Heart, its 
Root and Fountain; whilſt above all Keepings, he 
 eeps his Heart, whence are the Iſſues of Life and 
Death, Luft withers, and dies in it. But if through P. 
Negligence it makes an Eruption any particular 
Way, gets a Paſſage to the Thoughts by the Af- 
feQtions ; the Strength of it bears that Way it hath F 


found out, and that Way mainly it urgeth, until 
having got a Paſlage, it then vexes and diſquiets, 
and is not eaſily to be reſtrained; that perhaps 2 
Man may be put to wreſtle all his Days in Sorrow, dhe 
with that, which by a ſtrict univerſal Watch might 
eaſily have been prevented. ee | 


6.) As I aid, Gop often fuffers it to hafen ij 
our other Negligences ; for as with wicked Men, W 
he gives them up to one Sin, as the Judgment of 


another; ſo even with his own, he doth leave them 

ſometimes, to ſome vexatious Diſtempers, either to 
prevent or cure ſome other Evil. Was it not a Cot- 
rection to Peter's vain Confidence, that he was left 


to 
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to den his Maſter? Now if this be the State of Luſt 
in its Prevalency, that Go p often ſuffers it ſo to 
prevail, at leaſt to admoniſh us, and to humble us, 


\ If perhaps to chaſten and correct us for our general 


looſe and careleſs Walking, is it ble that the 
Effect ſhould be removed, and the Cauſe continued; 
that the particular Luſt ſhould be mortified, and the 
general Courſe be unreformed? He then that would 
throughly mortify any diſquieting Luft, let him take 
Care to be equally diligent in al Parts of Obedi- 
ence, and know that every Luſt, every Omiſſion of 
Duty, is burdenſome to Gon, though but one, is 
1 to him. | : 


Deere eee 7 
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x Particular. D1rEcCTIONS relating to the 
; foregoing Caſe propoſed. 0 
a \RTICULAR Directions being the main Thing 


I aim at, comes next to be propoſed. Now 
of theſe ſome are previous and preparatory, — 
In ſome of them the Work itſelf is contain 

de firſt Sort are theſe enſuing, 


1. Cons1DzR what dangerous Symptoms thy 

'E Laſt hath accompanying it. Whether it hath any 
7 deadly Mark on it, if it hath, extraordinary Re- 
„ "edies are to be uſed; an ordinary Courſe of Dy 
ification will not do it. 1 


. 
* * 
m 1 | 
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(I.) INVETERABLENESS; if it hath lain le 
corrupting in thy Heart, if thou haſt ſuffered it to 
abide in Power and Prevalency, without attempting 
vigorouſly the killing of it, and the healing of the 
Wounds thou haſt received by it, for ſome long 
Seaſon, thy Diſtemper is dangerous. Haſt thou per- 
mitted Worldlineſs, Ambition, Greedineſs of Study, 
to eat up other Duties ; the Duties wherein thou 

hteſt to hold conſtant Communion with Gon, 
for ſome long Seaſon ? or Uncleannefs, to defile thy 
Heart with vain and fooliſh Imaginations ? Thy 
Luft hath a dangerous Symptom. In ſuch a Cafe an 


ordinary Courſe of Humiliation will not do the | 


Work, unleſs ſome extraordinary Courſe be taken, 
- ſuch a Perſon hath no Ground to expect that his 


latter End ſhall be Peace. 


(2.) SECRET Pleas of the Heart for the keeping 
up its Peace, notwithſtanding the abiding of a Luſt, 
without a vigorous Goſpel Attempt for its Mortih- 
cation, is another dangerous Symptom of a deadly 
Diſtemper in the Heart. Now there be ſeveral Ways 
wherevy this may be done, I ſhall name ſome of 
them. As, | | 


[I.] WukEN upon perplexing Thoughts about 
Sin, inſtead of applying to the Deſtruction of it, a 
Man ſearches his Heart to ſee what Evidences he 
can find of a good Condition, notwithſtanding that 
Sin, ſo that it may go well with him. | 


Fon a Man to gather up his Experiences of God, 
is an excellent Thing; but now to do it, for this 
End, to ſatisfy Conſcience, which calls for another 
Purpoſe, is a deſperate Device of an Heart in Love 
with Sin. When God ſhall rebuke him for the ſin- 
ful Diſtemper of his Heart, if he, inſtead of ap- 
plying himſelf to get that Sin pardoned in the Wood 
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of Chri/t, and mortified by his Spirit, ſhall relieye 
himſelf by any ſuch other Evidences as he hath, 
or thinks himſelf to have, and ſo diſentangle him- 
ſelf from under the Yoke, that Gop was putting 
on his Neck; his Condition is very dangerous, 
his Wound hardly curable. Thus the Jetos under 
the Gallings of their own Conſciences, and the 
convincing Preachings of our Saviour, fupported 
themſelves with this, that they were Abrabum's 
Children, and on that Account accepted of Gon, 
and fo countenanced themſelves in all abominable 
Wickedneſs, to their utter Ruin. een 


[2.] By applying Grace and Mercy to an un- 
mortified- Sin, is this Deceit carried on. This is 
2 Sign of an Heart greatly intangled with the Love 
of Sin. That Man's Wounds ſtink and are cor- 


rupt, and he will without ſpeedy Deliverance be 


at the Door of Death. 5 


(3.) FREQUENCY of Succeſs in Sin's Seduction, 


's another dangerous Symptom. This is that, I 
mean, when the Sin gets the Conſent of the Will 
with ſome Delight, though it be not outwardly 
perpetrated, It is all one upon the Matter, whe- 


ther this be done by Choice, or by Inadvertency. 


For that Inadvertency itſelf is in a Manner cho- 


ten, When we are inadvertent and 1 4 — 


where we are bound to Watchfulneſs and Care- 
ſulneſs, that Inadvertency doth not take off from 
the Voluntarineſs of what we do thereupon; for 
altho* Men do not chooſe and reſolve to be neg- 


hoent and inadvertent, yet if they chooſe' the 


Things that will make them ſo, 'they chooſe In- 
„%% 7957 Er OT 

(4.) Wren a Man fighteth againſt his Sin only 
with Arguments from the Iſſue, or the Puniſh- 
nent due unto it; this is @ Sign, that Sin hath 
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Be great Poſſeſſion of the Will, and that in the 

eart there is a Super my of Naughtineſ 7. Such 
a Man as L no g to the e a of Sin 
in his Heart, but Fear of Shame among Men, or 
Hell from Gop, is ſufficiently reſolved to do the 
Sin, if there were no Puniſhment attending it. 


Try thyſelf by this alſo, when thou art by Sin 


driven to make a Stand, ſo that thou muſt either 
ſerve it, or make Head againſt it to ſuppreſs it; 
what doſt thou ſay to thy Soul? Is this all, Hell 
will be the End of this Courſe, Vengeance will 
meet with me, and find me out? It is Time for 
thee to look about thee, Evil lies at the Door, 


(5.) Wren it is probable that there is, or may 
be ſomewhat of judicial Hardneſs, or at leaſt of 
chaſtening Puniſhment in thy Luſt. This is ano- 
ther dangerous Symptom. But how ſhall a Man 
know whether there be any Thing of Gop's cha- 
ſtening Hand, in his MS left to the N 
quietneſs of his Diſtemper? Examine th 
and Ways, what was the Condition of thy 50 
before thou felleſt into the Intanglements of 
that Sin? Haſt thou been negli — in Duties! 
Haſt thou lived inordinately — yſelf? Is there 
the Guilt of any great Sin lying upon thee unre- 
pented of? A new Sin may be permitted, as well 
as a new Affliction ſent to bring: an old Sin to Re- 
membrance. If thou findeſt this to have been thy 
State, awake, call upon Gon, thou art faſt aller 
in a Storm of A round about thee. 


(6.) Wurn thy Luſt hath alread withſtood 
particular Dealings from Gon donde This 
is a ſad Condition. Gop often in his — eatal 
Diſpenſations meets with a Man, and { par- 
ticularly to the Evil of the Heart, as He did to 
Taſer s Brethren in their ſelling him into Eo. 
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This makes the Man reflect on his Sin, and judge 
himſelf in particular for it. Gon makes it to be the 
Voice of the — Affliction, Trouble, Sick- 


neſs that he is under. Sometimes in Reading the 
Word, Gop makes a Man ſtay on Something 
that cuts him to the Heart, and ſhakes him as to 
his preſent Condition. More frequently in hear- 
ing the Word preached, his great Ordinance for 
Conviction, Converſion, and Edification, doth 
He meet with Men. Gop often hews Men by 
the Sword of his Word in that Ordinance; ſtrikes 
directly on their Boſom Luſt; ſtartles the Sinner, 
makes him engage in the Mortification of the Evil 
of his Heart. Now if his Luſt have taken ſuch 
Fold on Him, as to enforce him to break theſe 

Bonds of the Loxp, and to caſt theſe Cords from 
him; if it overcomes theſe Convictions, and gets 
again into its old Poſture; if it can cure the Wounds 
it ſo receives, that Soul is in a ſad Coadition. 
Theſe and many other Evidences are there of a 
Luſt that is dangerous, if not mortal. As our 
Saviour ſaid of the Evil Spirit, This Kind, goes not 
out but by Faſting and Prayer, ſo ſay I, of Luſts of 
this Kind; an ordinary Courſe of Mortification 
will not do it, extraordinary Ways mult be fixed on. 


Tunis is the firſt particular Direction; conſider, 
Whether the Sin you are contending with, hath 
any of theſe dangerous Symptoms. The ſecond 
Direction is this, get a clear and abiding Senſe of 
the Guilt, Danger, and Evil of that Sin. 


I. Oy the Guilt of it. It is one of the Deceits 
of a prevailing Luft, to extenuate its own Guilt. 
Is it not a little One? Though this be bad, yet 
it is not ſo bad, as ſuch and ſuch an Evil. In 

numerable Ways there are, whereby Sin diverts 
the Mind from a due Apprehenſion of its Guilt. | 
Vor. XVII. * | Its 
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Its noiſome Exhalations darken the Mind, that it 
cannot make a right Judgment of Things, 


SIC dicn che che: firlb Coon cof: bins tha: 


would mortify Sin, to fix a right Judgment of its 


Guilt in his Mind, To which End conſider, 
though the Power of Sin be weaken'd by inherent 
Grace, in them that have it, that Sin ſhall not 
have Dominion over them, yet the Guilt of Sin 
that doth yet abide, is aggravated and heighten'd 
by it. I ſhall not inſiſt on the ſpecial Aggrava- 
tions of the Sins of ſuch Perſons; how they ſin 
againſt more Love, Mercy, Grace, Aſſiſtance, 
Means, and Deliverances, than others. But let 
this Conſideration abide in thy Mind : There is 


inconceivably more Guilt in the Evil of thy Heart, 


that doth remain, than if thou hadſt no Grace at 
all. | I egy 


2. CONSIDER the Danger. 


nl * OF being harden'd by its e | 


this the Apoſtle ſorely charges on the Hebrews, 
Chap. iii. 12, 13. Take Heed, Brethren, left there 
be in any of. you an evil Heart of Unbelief,, in depart- 
ing from the Living Go p, but exhort one another 
daily, while it 1s called To-day, left any of you be 
Harden d through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin. Take 
Heed, ſaith he, uſe all Means, conſider —.— 
Temptations, watch diligently, there is a Trea- 
chery, a Deceit in Sin, that tends to the harden- 
ing of your Hearts from the Fear of Gop. The 
Hardening here mentioned is to the Utmoſt; ut- 
ter Obduration, Sin tends to it, and every L 

will make at leaſt ſome Progreſs towards it. Thou 
that waſt tender, and didſt uſe to melt under the 
Word, under Afflictions, wilt grow as ſome have 


ſpoken, Sermon Proof, and Sickneſs Proof; thou 


that 
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that didſt tremble at the Preſence of Gop, and 
Appearance before Him, when thou hadſt more 
Aſſurance of his Love than now thou haſt, ſhalt 
have a Stoutneſs upon thy Spirit, not to be moved 
by theſe hve ,- Thy Soul and thy Sin ſhall be 
ſpoken of, and ſpoken to, and thou ſhalt not be 
at all concerned; but ſhalt be able to paſs over 
Duties, Praying, Hearing, Reading, and thy 
Heart not in the leaſt affected. Sin will grow a 
light Thing to thee; thou wilt paſs it by as a 
T bing of Nought; this it will grow to, and what 


will be the End of ſuch a Condition? 


{3-) Loss of Peace and Strength all a Man's 
Days. To have Peace with Gop, to have 
Strength to walk before GoD, is the Sum of 
the great Promiſes of the Covenant of Grace. In 
theſe Things is the Life of our Souls. Without 
them in ſome comfortable Meaſure, to live is to 
die. What Good will cur Lives do us, if we ſee 
not the Face of God in Peace? If we have not 
ſome Strength to walk with Him? Now both theſe 
will an -unmortified Luft certainly deprive Men 
of. If ever then thou haſt enjoyed Peace with 


God, if ever his Terrors have made thee afraid, 


if ever thou haſt had Strength to walk with Him, 


or ever haſt mourn'd in thy Prayer, think of this 


Danger that hangs over thy Head. It is _ 
but a little While and thou ſhalt ſee. the Face of 
Gop in Peace no more. Perhaps by To-morrow 
thou ſhalt not be able to pray, read, hear, or 
perform any Duties with the leaſt Life or by — ; 
and poſſibly thou mayeſt never ſee a quiet Hour 
whilft thou liveſt ; that thou mayeſt carry about 
thee broken Bones full of Pain and Terror all the 
Days of thy Life; yea, perhaps Gop will ſhoot 
his Arrows at thee, and fill thee with Anguiſh and 
Diſquietneſs, with F _ and Perplexities, _ 


196 The Mortification of 
thee a Terror and an Aſtoniſhment to thyſelf and 
others, ſhew thee Hell and Wrath every Moment; 
frigbten and ſcare thee with fad Apprehenſions of 
his 2 ſo that thy Sore ſhall run in the Night 
deaſon, and thy Soul ſhall refuſe Comſort; ſo that 
thou ſhalt wiſh Death rather than Life; yea, thy 
Soul may chooſe Strangling. Conſider this a lit- 
tle, though Gop ſhould not utterly deſtroy thee, 
yet He might caſt thee into this Condition, wherein 
thou ſhalt have quick and living Apprehenſions of 
thy Deſtruction. Leave not this — 
until thou haſt made thy Soulto tremble within thee. 


(4) — is the Danger of eternal 9 
0 * _— 


For the due Management of: this Conſiders 
tion, obſerve, | 


4] Tnar chereli is ſuch a Connexion wb 
| uance in Sin, and eternal Deſtruction, 
that though Gop does deliver ſome from a Con- 
tinuance in Sin, that they may not be deſtroyed, 
yet He will deliver none from Deſtruction, that 
continue in Sin. So that whilſt any one lies un- 
der an abiding Power of Sin, the Threats of De- 
ſtruction and everlaſting Separation from GOD 
are to be held — ſo Heb. iii. 12. to which 
add, Heb. x. 38. This is the Rule of Gop's Pro- 
If any Man depart from Him, dratu back 
| Unbelicf, Go »'s Soul hath no Pleaſure in 
Him, that is, his Indignation ſhall purſue him t to 
Deſtruction; ſevidently; Gal. vi. 8. 


[2.] Tur he who is ſo entangled 8 the 
Power of any Corruption, can have at that pre- 
ſent no clear Evidence of his Intereſt in the Co- 


Gt; — Ke may be de- 
livered 


Was AE OS. . 2. Ai. i. AC. R Sei ee at 
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livered from Fear of Deſtruction. So that De- 
ſtruction from the LoxD may y juſtly be a. Terror 


to him; and he may, he ought to look upon it, 
as that which will be the End of his Ways. 
There is no Condemnation to them that are in Chriſt 
Jeſus, Ram. viii. 1. True! But who ſhall have 
the Comfort of this Aſſertion? Who may aſſume 
it to himſelf? They that walk after the Spirit, and 
— after the Fleſh. But you will ſay, Is not this 

perſuade Men to Unbelief? I anſwer, No; 
9 is a two-fold Judgment that a Man may 


make of himſelf, of his Perſon, and of his Ways. 


It is the Judgment of his Ways, not his Perſon, 
that I ſpeak of; let a Man get the beſt Evidence 


ſor his Perſon that he can, yet to judge that an 
evil. Way will end in Deſtruction, is Via Duty, 
not to do it is Atheiſm. I do not ſay, that in 
ſuch a Condition a Man ought to throw away 
the Evidences of his — Intereſt in Chriſt; 


but I fay, he cannot keep them. There is a 


two-fold — — of a Man's Self: Fir/t, 
In Reſpect of Deſert, when the Soul concludes, 
that it deſerves to be caſt out of the Preſence of 
Gop; and this is ſo far from being the Buſineſs of 
Unbelief, that it is an Effect of Faith. Secondly, 
With Reſpect to the Iſſue and Event; when the 
Soul concludes it ſhall be damn d. I. do not ſay 
this is the Duty of any one, nor do I call them 
to it; but this I ſay, that the End of the Way 
wherein a Man.is,. ought by him to be concluded 
to be Death, that he may be provoked to fly from- 
it. And this is another Conſideration that ought 
to dwell upon ſuch a Soul, if it defire to be * 
ow the Intanglement of its . | 


3 Consrver the Evils of | 1 1 mean its pre- 


ſent Evils. Danger * what is to come 


R 3 Evil 
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Evil what is preſent, ſome of the many Evils that 
attend an unmortified Luſt may be mentioned. 


(.) Ir grieves the blefſed Spirit, which is 
given to Believers to dwell in them, and abide 
with them. So the Apoſtle, Ephe/. iv. 25) 26, 
27, 28, 29. dehorting them from many Luſts and 


Sins, gives this as the great Motive of it, ver. 30. 


Grieve not the Holy Spirit, whereby you are — to 
the Day &4 Redemption. Grieve not that Spirit of 
Gop, whereby you receive ſo many and fo great 
Benefits, of which he inſtances in one ſignal and 
comprehenſive one; ſealing to the Day of Redemp- 
tion. He is grieved by it, as a tender and loving 
Friend is griev'd at the Unkindneſs of his Friend, 
of whom he hath well deſerved; fo is it with 
this tender and loving Spirit, who hath choſen 


our Hearts for a Habitation to dwell in. He is 


grieved by our harbouring his Enemies, and thoſe 
whom He is to deſtroy. He doth not afflict wil- 
lingly, nor grieve us, Lam. iii. 33. And ſhall 
we daily grieve Him? Thus is He ſaid ſometimes 
to be vexed, ſometimes grieved at his Heart, to 


expreſs the greateſt Senſe of our Provocation. 


Now if the Soul be not utterly harden'd by the 
Deceitfulneſs of Sin, this Conſideration will cer- 
tainly affect it. Conſider who and what thou art, 
who the Spirit is that is griev'd, what He hath 
done for thee, what he comes to thy Soul about, 
what He hath already done in thee, and be a- 


ſhamed. 


(2.) Tues Lorp Jer is wounded afreſh by 
it ; his Love is foiled, his Adverſary gratified. As 
a total Relinquiſhment of Him, by the Deceitful- 
neſs of Sin, is the Crucifying Him afreſh, and 

the Putting Him to open Shame, ſo every harbour- 


">. 
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ing of Sin that He came men wounds and 
grieves Him. 


(3.) Ir will take away a Man's Uſefulneſs in 
his Generation. His Works, his Endeavours, 
his Labours ſeldom - receive Ble from Gop. 
If he be a Preacher, Gon commonly blows upon 


his Miniſtry, that he ſhall labour in the Fire, and 


not be honour'd with any Succeſs; and the hike 
may be ſpoken of other Conditions. * 


THis then is my ſecond Direction; keep 0 
upon thy Heart, and be much in the Meditation of 
theſe Things. Cauſe thy Heart to dwell and abide 

upon them. Engage thy Thoughts in theſe Con- 
ſiderations, let them not go off, until they begin 
to have a powerful Influence upon thy Soul; un- 
till they malls it tremble. 


eG ö, 


0 AT VL 
Farther Dix Re ToNs propoſed.” 


HIS is my third Direction. Load thy Con- 
ſcience with the Guilt of it. Not only 
conſider that it hath a Guilt, but load thy 

Conſcience with the Guilt of its actual Eruptions 
and — — 


F on the right Jniipoorencent of this Rule, 1 han 
dive ſome particular Direction: 


1. Taxs Gop's Method in it; begin with Ge- | 
nerals, and ſo deſcend to Particulars. 
(1.) CHARGE 
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(1. ) CHARGE th 1 with that Guilt 
which appears in it, from the Holineſs of the Law. 
_ g the holy Law of Gop into thy Conſcience, 
thy Corruption to it; pray that thou mayſt be 
wr 44 ed with it. Conſider the Holineſs, Spiritua- 
lity, Abſoluteneſs of the Law; and fee how thou 
canſt ſtand before it. Be much, I ſay, in affecting 
thy Conſcience with the Terror of the LORD in 
the Law, and how Righteous it is, that every one 
of thy Tranſgreſſions 1 ny receive a Recompence 
of Reward. —— thy Conſcience will invent 
Shifts and Evaſions to keep off the Power of this 
Conſideration, as that the condemning Power cf 
the Law doth not belong to thee, thou art ſet fret 
from it. and the like; and ſo though thou be not 
conformable toit, yet thou needeſt not to be ſo 
much troubled at it. But, el, 


[1.] TELL thy Conſcience, that it cannot ma- 
nage any Evideace to the Purpoſe, that thou art 
free from the condemning Power of Sin, whilſt thy 
unmortified Luft lies in thy Heart; ſo that perhaps 
the Law may make good its Plea againſt thee, for 
a full Dominion, and then thou art loſt, Where- 

fore it is beſt t to N to the utmoſt, what i it hath 
to ſay: 


| [2] WHAT ever be thi Iſſue, yet we law hath 

Commiſſion from God to ſeize upon Tranſgreſſots, 
where ever it find them, and ſo bring them before 
his Throne, where they are to plead for themſelves. 
This is thy preſent Caſe, the Law hath found thee 
out; and before Gop it will bring thee; if thou 


canſt plead a Pardon, well and good, if not 1. 


Law will do its Work. 


3. ] How] ve x, this is the propet- Work of 
wean, w, to diſcover vin in the Guilt of it, 5 
| W 
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wake and humble the Soul for it, to be a Glaſs to 
repreſent Sin in its Colours ; and if thou denieſt to 
deal with it on this Account, it is not through. 
Faith, but through the Hardneſs of thy Heart, and 
the Deceitfulneſs of Sin. | | 0 


By ſuch Ways, I fay, perſuade thy Conſcience 
to hearken diligently to what the Law ſpeaks in the 
Name of the LoR PD unto thee, about thy Luſt and 
Corruption. O! if thy Ears be open, it will ſpeak 
with a Voice that ſhall make thee tremble, that 
ſhall caſt thee to the Ground, and fill thee with 
Aſtoniſnment. If ever thou wilt mortify thy 
Corruptions, thou muſt tie up thy Conſcience to 
the Law, ſhut it from all Shifts and Exceptions, 
until it owns its Guilt with a clear and thorough 
Apprehenſion. ! eng | 


(2.) BRING thy Luſt to the Goſpel; not for 


Relief, but for farther Conviction of its Guilt ; 


look on Him whom thou haſt pierced, - and be in 


Bitterneſs. Say to thy Soul, what have I done, 
what Love, what Mercy, what Blood, what Grace 
have I deſpiſed and trampled on ? Is this the Re- 
turn I make to the Father for his Love, to the Son 
for his Blood, to the Holy Ghoſt for his Grace ? 
Do I thus requite the LoR D] Have I defiled the 
Heart that Chrift died to waſh, that the bleſſed Spi- 
rit hath choſen to dwell in? And can I keep myſelf 
out of the Nuſt ? What can I ſay to the Lok 
Jeſus Chrift ? How ſhall I hold up my Head with 
any Boldneſs before Him ? Do I account Commu- 
nion with Him of ſo little Value, that for this vile 
Luſt's Sake, I have ſcarce left Him any Room in 


my Heart? How ſhall I eſcape, if I negle& ſo great 


Salvation? In the mean Time, what ſhall I ſay to 
the Lok ? Love, Mercy, Goodneſs, Peace, Joy, 
Conſolation, I have deſpiſed them all, and _— 


n 


202 The Mortif cation of 


ed them as a — of 3 that I might har- 
bour a Luſt in my H Entertain thy Conſci- 


ence daily with this Treaty: See if it can ſtand be- 


fore this Aggravation of its Guilt. If this make it 
not ſink in ſome Meaſure and melt, I fear thy Caſe 
is Dangerous. 


2. DESCEND to Pardiculurs. As under the ge- 
neral Head of the Goſpel, all the Benefits of it are 
to be conſidered, as Redemption, Juſtification, and 
the like; ſo in Particular, conſider the Love to- 
ward thine own Soul, for the Aggravation of the 
Wein of thy Corruption. As, | 


0 1. 0 ConsIDER the infinite Parioncs ad For | 


e of Gop towards thee in Particular. Con- 
fider what Advantages he might have taken againſt 
thee, to have made thee a Reproach in this Worle, 
and an Object of Wrath for ever. How thou haſt deal 
treacherouſly and falſely with Him from Time to 
Time, flattered Him with thy Lips, but broken al 
Promiſes and Engagements, and that by the Means 
of that Sin thou art now in Purſuit of; and yet He 
h ich ſpared thee from Time to Time, although 
thou ſeemeſt boldly to have put it to the Trial how 
long He could hold out. And wilt thou yet fin a- 
ki. Him? Wilt thou yet weary Him and make 
im to ſerve with thy Corruptions * 


(2. H o Ae leg eh bees un dhe ue 
vide hardened by the Deceitfulneſs of Sin; and by 
the infinite rich Grace of Gop haſt been recoveret 
to Communion with Him * aa a 


(63. ) ALL Gov” s. gracious Dealing) with thee in 
providential Difpenſat tions, Deliverances, Afflic- 
tions, Mercies, — — ought here to take 
— By theſe, and the like Means, load thy 

6 Conſcience, 


ſ 
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Conſcience, and leave it not, until it be thorough- 
ly affected with the Guilt of thy Corruption, until 
it is ſenſible of its Wound, and lie in the Duſt be- 
fore the LokD; unleſs this be done to the Purpoſe, 
all other Endeavours are to no Purpoſe. Whilſt 
the Conſcience hath any Means to alleviate the 
Guilt of Sin, the Soul will never vigorouſly at- 
tempt its Mortification. | hs 


 (4-) BEIN thus affected with thy Sin, in the 
next Place, get a conſtant Longing, Breathing af- 
ter Deliverance from the Power of it. Suffer not 
thy Heart one Moment to be contented. with thy 
preſent Condition. Aſſure thyſelf, unleſs thou long- 
eſt for Deliverance, thou ſhalt not have it. Get 
thy Heart then into a panting and breathing Frame, 
long, ſigh, cry out; you know the Example of 
David, I ſhall not need to inſiſt on it. 


Tux fifth Direction, is, Conſider whether the Diſ- 
temper with which thou art perplexed, be not root- 
ed in thy Nature, and cheriſhed, fomented, and 
heightened from thy Conſtitution. A Proneneſs to 
ſome Sins may doubtleſs lie in the natural Temper 
and Diſpoſition of Men. In this Caſe conlider, . . 


1. THIs is not in the leaſt an Extenuation of 
the Guilt of thy Sin. Some with an open Profane- 
nels will aſcribe groſs Enormities to their Temper 
and Diſpoſition, And whether others may not re- 
lieve themſelves from the preſſing Guilt of their 
Diſtempers by the ſame Conſideration, I know not. 
It is from the Fall, from the original Depravation 
of our Natures, that any Sin abides in our natural 
Temper. David reckons his being ſhapen in Ini- 
quity, and Conception in Sin, as an Aggravation 
of his following Sin, not a Leſſening or Extenua- 
tion of it. That thou art peculiarly inclined unto 
e | any 


804 De Mortification of 5 


any Sin, is but a peculiar breaking out of original 
Lak in wy Nature, which ſhould peculiarly abaſe 
and humble thee. 


2. Thar all thou | haſt to fix upon on this Ac 
count, in reference to thy walking with Gop, is 
that ſo great an Advantage is given to Sin, as alſo 
to Satan, by this thy Temper, that without extra- 
ordinary Watchfulneſs, Care and Diligence, they 
will aſſuredly prevail againſt thy Soul. Thouſands 
have been on this Account buried headlong to Hell. 


3. Fox the Mortification of = Diſtemper, ſo 
rooted in Nature, unto all other cans, there is 
one Expedient peculiarly ſuited. This is that of the 
Apoſtle, 1 Cor. ix. 27. J keep under my Body, and 
bring it into Subjeftion, The bringing of the very 
Body into Subjection, is an Ordinance of Go», 
tending to the Mortification of Sin. This gives 
Check to the natural Root of the Diſtemper, and 
withers it by taking away its Fatneſs of Soil. The 
bringing of the Body into Subjection in the Caſe 
inſiſted on, by cutting ſhort the natural Appetite, 
by Faſting, Watching, and the like, is doubtleſs ac - 
ceptable to Gop, ſo it be done with the enſuing 
Limitations. 


(I.) Tua the outward Weaketiing of the Bo- 
dy be not looked upon as a Thing good in itſelf, 
or that any Mortification doth conſiſt therein, 
which were again to bring us under carnal Ordi- 
nances, but only as a Means for the End propoſed; 
the weakening of any Diſtemper in its natural Root: 
A Man may have Den of _ and Soul to- 
— 2 akk he 


(2.) Tua ths dene wh tbe end 


andy; by Faſting and Watching, and the 2 


be not looked on as Things that in themſelves can 
produce true Mortification of any Sin; for if they 
would, Sin might be mortified without any Help of 
the Spirit. They are to be looked on only as Ways 
whereby the Spirit may, and ſometimes doth, put 


forth Strength for the Accompliſhing of his own 
Work, eſpecially in the Caſe mentioned. Want of 


a right Underſtanding, and due Improvement of 
theſe and the like Conſiderations, hath raiſed a 
Mortification among the Papiſts, that may be bet- 
ter applied to Horſes, and other Beaſts of the Field, 
than to Believers. _ | 


Tuts js the Sum of what hath been ſpoken : 


When the Diſtemper complained of ſeems to be root- 
ed in the Natural Temper, in applying our Souls 
to a Participation of the Blood and Hirt of Ghrift, 
an Endeavour is to be uſed to give Check in the 
Way of God to the natural Root of that Diſtemper. 


Taz fixth Direction is, Conſider what Occa- 
tons, what Advantages thy Diſtemper hath taken 
to exert itſelf, and watch againſt them all. 


Inis is one Part of that Duty which our bleſſed 
Saviour recommends to his Diſciples under the 
Name of Watching, Mark xiii. 37. 4 jay unto you 
all, watch; which in Luke xxi. 34. is, Take heed 
that your Hearts be not over-charged: Watch againſt 
all Eruptions of thy Corruptions, conſider what 
Ways, what Companies, what Opportunities, 


what Studies, what Buſineſſes, what Conditions, 


have at any Time given, or do uſually . Advan- 
tages to thy Diſtempers, and ſet thyſelf heedfully 
againſt them all. Men will do this with Reſpect to 
their bodily Infirmities. The Seaſons, the Diet, 
the Air that have proved offenſive, ſhall be avoided. 
Are the Things of the Soul of leſs Importance? 
Oh EVIL 8 Know 
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Know that he that dares to dally with Occaſions 
of Sin, will dare to Sin. He that will venture upon 


Temptations unto Wickedneſs, will venture upon 
Wickedneſs. 


Tux ſeventh Direction is, Riſe mightily againſt 


the firſt Actings of thy Diſtemper, its firſt Concep- 
tions; ſuffer it not to the leaſt Ground. Do 
not ſay, thus far it ſhal and no farther. If it 
have Allowance for one Step, it will take another, 
It is impoſſible to fix Bounds to Sin. It is like Wa- 
ter ina Channel; if it once break out, it will have 
its Courſe. Doſt thou find thy Corruption begin 
to entangle thy Thoughts? Riſe up with all thy 
Strength againſt it, with no leſs Imagination, than 
if it had fully accompliſhed what it aims at: Conſi- 
der what an unclean Thought would have; it 
would have thee roll thyſelf in Folly and Filth. Afk 
Envy what it would have; Murder and Deſtruc- 
tion is at the End of it. Set thyſelf againſt it with 
no leſs Vigour, than if it had utterly debaſed thee 
to Wickedneſs. Without this Courſe thou wilt not 


E1GHTHLY, exerciſe thyſelf to ſuch Meditations 
as * fill thee at all Times with Self- abaſement 
and Thoughts of thine own Vileneſs: As, 


1. Be much in Thoughtfulneſs of the Excellence 
of the Majeſty of Gop, and thine infinite incon- 
ceivable Diſtance from Him; many Thoughts of 
4t cannot but fill thee with a Senſe of thine own 
Vileneſs, which ftrikes deep at the Root of any in- 
dwelling Sin. When Feb comes to a clear Diſco- 
very of the Greatneſs and the Excellency of Go, 
be is filled with Self-abhorrence, and is preſſed to 
N xlii. 5, 6. Think greatly of the 

Greatneſs of Gop. * * 
2. THINK 
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2. THINK much of thine Unacquaintedneſs with 
Him. Though thou knoweſt enough to keep thee 
low and humble, yet how little a Portion is it that 
thou knoweſt of Him? The Contemplation here- 
of caſt that wiſe Man into that Apprehenſion of 
himſelf, which he expreſſes, Prov. xxx. 2, Þ 4: 
Surely I am more bruti/h than any Man, and have 
not the Under/landing of a Man. I neither learned 
Viſdom, nor have the Knowledge of the Holy. Who 
hath aſcended up into Heaven or deſcended £ Who 
| bath gathered the IVind in his Fiſts *® I bo hath bound 

the Waters in a Garment ? I ho hath :/tablifhed the 
Ends of the Earth? Ihat is his Name, and what 
it his Son's, Name, if thou-car/t, tell? Labour with 
this alſo to take down the Pride of thy Heart. What 
doſt thou know of Gop ? How little a Portion is 
it? How Immenſe is He in his, Nature? Canſt 
thou look without Terrour into the Abyſs of Eter- 


- 


ait)? Thou canſt not bear the, Rays of bis glorious 
Being. Ste loom tui Won won vw mit 
„a0 s 2366 eit zn ein avhn 2231 re 281 
BECAUSE I look on this Conſideration of great 
Uſe in our Walking with Gop, ſo far as it may 
have a Conſiſtency with that filial Boldneſs which 
is given us in Telus Chrift, I ſhall farther inſiſt up- 
on it, to give an, abiding Impreſſion of it to the 
Souls of them who deſire to walk bumbly with Gon. 


* 
. 4 & 


* 
* 


_ Cons1DER. then, I ſay, to keep thy Heart in con- 
tinual awe of the Majeſty of God, that Perſonsof the 
moſt high and eminent Attainment, of the neareſt 
and moſt familiar Communion with Gop, do yet 
in this Life know but a wy little of Him, and his 
Glory. God reveals his Name to Moſes, the moſt 
HOW Attributes that He hath manifeſted in the 
ovenant of Grace, Exod. xxxiv. 5, 6. yet all are 
but the back Parts of Gop. All that he knows by 
it, is but little, compared to the Perfection of his 
enn. Og Oy" Glory. 
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Glory. Hence it is with peculiar Reference to 


 Mefes, that it is faid No Man hath ſeen Gop at any 


Time, Of Him in Compariſon with Chrift doth he 
ſpeak; and of Him it is here faid, No Man, no 
not Moſes, the moſt Eminent among them, hath 
en Gop at any Time. We ſpeak much of Gon, 
can talk.of Him, his Ways, his Works, his Coun- 
ſels all the Day long the Truth is, we know very 
little of Him; our Thoughts, our Meditations, our 
. Expreffions of Him are low, many of them unwor- 

thy of his Glory, none of them reaching his Per- 
r A 


Tov will fay, that foes was under the Law, 
when Gov wrapped up Himſelf in Darknefs, 
and his Mind in Types and Clouds and dark 
Inſtitutions. Under che glorious Shining of the 
Goſpel, which hath brought Light and Immortali- 
ty to Light, Gop being revealed from his own Bo- 

„ we now know Him much more clearly; we 
TR ng; ag gt Ro hat Tarts any. © 


4M 


I. TAcENgwLEDGE & vaſt, and almoſt ancon- 


ceivable Difference between the Acquaintance we 
now have with GoÞ, after his ſpeaking to us b 

his own Son, and that which the Generality of thi 
Saints had under the Law; for although their Eyes 


were as good, ſharp, and clear as aurs, their Faith, 


and fpiritual Underſtanding, not behind ours,” the 
Object as glorious unto them, as unto us, yet our 
Day is more clear than theirs was ; the Clouds are 
blown away and ſcattered, the Shadows of the Night 
are fled away, the Sun is riſen, and the Means of 
Sight is made more eminent and clear than former- 


* 


. Let, 


4. Trar peculiar Sight which Moſeshad of Gon, 
Exod. xxxiv. was a Goſpel- ſight, a Sight of GoD, 
* ME IVY! 2 
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as Gracious, Ec. and yet, it's called but his Back- 
parts, that is but low and mean, in Compariſon 


3- THE Apoſtle exalting to the utmoſt this 
Glory of Light, above that of the Law, manifeſt- 
ing that now the Veil cauſing Darkneſs, is taken 
away; ſo that with open or uncovered Face we be- 
hold the Glory of the Loxp, tells us how; as in a 
Glaſs, how in that? Clearly, perfectly? Alas no. 
He tells you. how that is, 1 Cor. xiii. 12. We ſee 
through a Glaſs darkly; it is not a Teleſcope that 
helps us to fee Things afar off, concerning which 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks ; and yet what poor Helps are 
they? How ſhort do we come of the Truth of 
Things, notwithſtanding their Aſſiſtance? It is a 
Looking- glaſs whereunto he alludes (where are on- 


ly obſcure wes of Things, and not the Things 
a 9. therein that he compares 


themſelves) an 
our Knowledge to. He tells you alſo that all that 
we ſee, by or through this Glaſs, is in a Riddle, in 
Darkneſs and Obſcurity. And ſpeaking of himſelf, 
he tells us, that he ſaw but in part; he ſaw but the 
Back-parts of heavenly Things, and compares all 
the Knowledge he had attained of Gop, to that he 
had of Things when he was a Child : We know 
what weak, feeble, uncertain Notions Children 
have of Things of any abſtruſe Conſideration : How 


when they grow up with any Improvement, thoſe 


Conceptions vaniſh, and they are aſhamed of them. 


Notwithſtanding all our Confidence of high Attain- 
ments, all our Notions of Gop are but Childiſh in; 
Reſpe& of his infinite Perfeftions. We Liſp and 
Babble, and ſay we know not what, for the moſt 
Part, in our moſt accurate Conceptions of Gon. 


SIE 4 
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ATINTHLY, In cafe Gop difquiet the Heat 
| about the Guilt of its Diſtempers, take heed 


thou ſpeakeſt not Peace to thyſelf before 
Gop ſpeaks it: This is our next Direction; with- 
out the Obſervation whereof, the Heart will be e. 
ceedingly expoſed to the Deceitfulneſs of Sin. 


| Tits is a Buſineſs of great Importan rtance. It b 


fad Thing for a Man to deceive his own Soul here- 


in. All the Warnings Gop gives us in Tender- 


neſs to our Souls, to try and examine outſelves, 
tend to the preventing this great Evil of ſpeakin 
Peace groundlefly to ourſelves, which is to bl 
ourſelves in an Oppoſition to Gop. It is not my 
Buſineſs to infiſt upon the Danger of it, but to help 
Believers to prevent it. 


To manage this Direction aright, obſerve, 


1. THAr as it is the great Prerogative of Gon, 
to give Grace to whom He pleaſes ; fo He reſerves 
this Privilege to Himſelf, to ſpeak Peace to whom 
RR welt; 

2. As Gop creates it for whom He pleaſeth, fo 
it is the Prerogative of Chriñ to ſpeak it home to 
the Conſcience. 78 


TAKE 
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Tak s theſe two previous Obſervations, and 1 
ſhall give ſome Rules whereby Men may know whe- 
ther Gon ſpeaks Peace to them, or"Wherher they 


(1.) MEN certainly ſpeak Peace to themſelves, 
when their fo doing is not attended with the greateſt 
Deteſtation imaginable of that Sin, in Reference 
whereunto they ſpeak Peace. When Men are 
wounded by Sin, and knowing there is no Remedy 
for them, but only in the Mercies of God, thro 
the Blood of Chriſt, do therefore look to Him, and 
to the Promiſes of the Covenant in Him, and there- 
upon quiet their Hearts, and yet their Souls are not 
wrought to the greateſt Deteſtation of the Sin, upon 
Account whereof they are diſquieted, this is to heal 
themſelves, and not to be healed of Gor. When 
Go p comes to ſpeak Peace, it fills the Soul with 
Shame for all the Ways whereby it hath been alie- 
nated from Him. Leta Man make what Application 
he will for Healing and Peace; let him quiet bis Heart 
in the Promiſes of the Covenant ; yet when Peace 
is ſpoken, if it be not attended with the Deteſtation 
and Abhorrence of that Sin, which cauſed the Diſ- 
quietment ; this is no Peace of God's creating, but 
of our own purchaſing. It is but a ſkinning over 
the Wound, whilſt the Core lies at the Bottom, 
which will-putrify and corrode, until it break out. 


again, 


(2.) Watx Men meaſure out Peace to them- 
ſelves upon the Concluſions that their rational Prin- 
q ciples will carry them to; this is a falſe Peace. | 
ſhall a little explain what I mean. A Man hath got 
a Wound by Sin; he hath not walked uprightly as 
becometh the Goſpel : He confiders now what is 
| to be done; Light he hath, and knows what Path 
he muſt take, and how his Soul hath been — 

1 | : ea 8 
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ealed. Conſidering that the Promiſes of Gov ate 


outward Means for the quieting his Heart, he 
goes to them, ſearches them out, finds out. ſome, 
whoſe literal Expreſſions are directly ſuited to his 
Condition, ſays he to himſelf, Gop ſpeaks in this 
Promiſe, here I will take myſelf a Plaiſter, as long 
and broad as my Wound, and fo brings the Word 
of the Promiſe to his Condition, and ſets him down 
in Peace. But this hath not been the Work of the 
Spirit, who alone can convince us of Sin and Righ- 
teouſneſs. In this Cafe he acts meerly upon the Prin- 
Ciple of Conviction ; but the Spirit breathes not at 
all upon all theſe Waters. He doth not wait upon 
Gop, who perhaps yet hides his Face, and ſees the 
poor Creature ftealing Peace, and running away 
with it, knowing that the Time will come, when 
he will deal with him 
Reckoning ; when he ſhall ſee it is in Vain to go 
one Step, where G 0D doth not take him by the 


Bur how ſhall we know when we go ourſelyes, 
and when the Spirit alſo doth accompany us ? 


II.) Ir any of you are out of the Way upon this 
Account, Gop will ſpeedily let you know it; for 
beſides that you have his Promiſe, that the Meel He 
will guide in Judgment, and teach them his Way, 
Pfal. xxv. 9. He will not let you always err. He 
will, I ſay, not ſuffer your Nakedneſs to be co- 
vered with Fig-Leaves, but take them away and 
all the Peace you have in them, and will not ſuffer 
you to ſettle on ſuch Lees ; you ſhall quickly know 
your Wound is not healed. But, | 


( (2) Tuis Courſe is commonl taken without 
waiting; which is that peculiar Act of Faith, which 
God calls for in ſuch a Condition. I know God 


* 


in, and call him to a new 
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doth ſometimes come in upon the Soul inſtantly, 
wounding and healing it: Zut ordinarily in ſuch a 
Caſe Gop calls for Waiting and Labouring, at- 
tending as the Eye of a Servant upon his Maſter. 
Gob will have his Children lye a While at his Door, 
when they have run from his Houſe, and not in- 
ſtantly ruſh in upon Him; unleſs He take them 

the Hand, and pluck them in, when they are 

aſhamed that they dare not come to Him. Now Men 
that ſpeak Peace to themſelves, commonly make 
haſte ; they will not tarry : They do not HOMIE 
what GoD ſpeaks, but on they will 1 


3.) Sven Feber though it m8 duet a 
Mie, yet it doth not ſweeten the Heart,” with Reſt 
and gracious Content. Do not my Words do Good, 
faith the Lox D? Mich. ii. 7. When Gob ſpeaks, 
there is not only Truth in his Words, that may an- 
fwer the Convictions of our Underſtandings, but 
alſo, they do Good, they bring that which i is feet 
an good, and defirable to the Affections. 
er 8 actes a 6 A 
(4.) WHI1cH is worſt of all; * not e 
Life, it heals not the Evil, it cures not the Diſtem- 
ber: When Gon ſpeaks Peace, it guides and keeps 
te Soul that it turn not again to Folly. When we 
ſpeak it ourſelves, the Heart is not taken off the 
the Evil. Nay, it is the readieſt Courſe to bring a 
Soul into 4! "rade of Backſliding. 


.) WE Freak Peace to ſins when we 40 
it den This the Prophet complains of in ſome 
Teachers, Jer. vi. 14. And it is ſo with ſome Per- 
ſons, they make the Healing of their Wounds a 
light Work, a Look, a Glance to the Promiſes does 
it. The Apoftle tells us, that the Word did not 
profit forme, b becauſe, Heb. iv. 2. hn ovyzixgapi@, 


it auer not well — and mingled with "__ 
| K 


* 
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It is not a meer Look to the Word of Mercy in 
the Promiſe, but it muſt be mingled with Faith, 


until it is incorporated into the very Nature of it. 


(4) W H0$0EvER ſpeaks Peace to himſelf upon 
one Account, and at the ſame Time hath another 
Evil lying upon his Spirit, about which he hath had 
no dealing with Gop, that Man cries Peace when 
there is none. Lo explain my Meaning: A Man 
hath neglected a Duty again and again; his Con- 
ſcience is perplexed, his Soul wounded, he hath 
no Quiet in his Bones by Reaſon of his Sin; he ap- 
plies himſelf for Healing and finds Peace. Vet in 
the mean I ime perhaps Worldlineſs, or Pride, or 
ſome other Folly, wherewith the Spitit of God is 
exceedingly grieved, may lye in the Boſom of that 
Man, and they neither Sifturb him, nor he them. 
Let not that Man think that his Peace is from Gov. 
Then ſhall it be well with Men when they have an 
to all Gop's Commandments. Gop 
will juſtif Y us from our Sins, but he will not juſtify 


the leaſt Sin in us; He is «Gp _ pore nes 
e. le Yo Nas N 18% 
5. Wurnn Men of MALE FINE” ber.; 


their Conſciences, it is ſeldom that 15 Os 
Humiliation to their Souls; Gowv's Peace i is Hum- 
ding Beaver, melting Peace, as it was in the Caſe 
d; never uch Humiliation as when 
Ae = brought bim the n of his Pardon. 
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PEEL FALL ELL ERA, 
CHAP. VI. 


The general Us of the foregoing Dr 
1  RECTIONS, Y ul 


HE Conſiderations which L have hitherto 
inſiſted on, are rather of Things preparatory - 
* to the Work aimed at, than ſuch as will 
fect it. by 


Dixgcrroxs for the Work itſelf are very few; 
I mean that are peculiar to it. And they are theſe 
that follow: 4405 4 adit 


1. SET Faith at Work on Cbriſt for the killing 
of thy Sin. His Blood is the ſovereign Remedy for 
ſin-fick Souls. Live in this, and thou wilt die a 
Conqueror. Yea, thou wilt through the good Pro- 
1 N of Gop, live to ſee thy Luſt dead at thy 


Bur thou wilt ſay, How ſhall Faith fix on Chri/? 
for this Purpoſe ? I ſay, ſundry Ways. 


(I.) By Faith fill thy Soul with a due Conſide- 
ration of that Proviſion, which is laid up in Jeu 
Chri/t for this Purpoſe, that all thy Luſts, this very 
Luſt wherewith thou art entangled, may be mor- 
tify'd. By Faith ponder on this, that though thou 
art no way able by thyſelf, to get the Conqueſt over 
thy Diſtemper, though thou art even weary of con- 
tending, and art utterly ready to faint, yet 2 

1 | ere 
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there is enough in Chriſt, to yield thee Relief. I 
thy greateſt Diſtreſs, conſider that Fullneſs of Grace, 
thoſe Treaſures of Strength, that are laid up in him. 
Conſider that he is exalted and made 4 Prince and 
Saviour to give Repentance unto Iſrael, Acls v. zi. 
And if to give Repentance, to give Mortification, 
without which the other is not, nor can be. Let 
then thy Faith be exerciſed with ſuch Thoughts as 
theſe : ER a poor, weak Creature; unſtable as 
Water, I cannot excel; this Corruption is too hard 
for me, and is at the very Door of ruining my Soul; 
and what to do I know not; my Soul is become 
as parched Ground: I have made Promiſes and 
broken them, Vows and Engagements have been 

as a Thing of nought ; many Perſuaſions have ! 
had, that I had got the Victory, butIam deceived; ſo 
that I plainly ſee, without ſome eminent Succour, 
1 am loſt, and ſhall be prevailed on, to an utter Re- 
linquiſhment of Gop; but yet though this be my 
State, yet let the Hands that hang down be lifted up, 
and the feeble Knees be ſtrengthned; behold the 
Lorp Chri/t that hath all Fullneſs of Grace in his 
Heart, all Fullneſs of Power in his Hand; He is 2. 
ble to ſlay all theſe his Enemies. "There is ſufficient 
Proviſion in Him for my Relief: He can take my 
- drooping dying Soul and make me more than a Cu- 
gueror. If hereby thou doſt not find Succeſs to 
Conqueſt, yet thou wilt be ſtaid in the Chariot, that 
thou ſhalt not fly out of the Field; thou wilt be 
kept from lying down under thy Unbelief; or 
turning aſide to falſe Remedies. The Efficacy of 
this Conſideration will be found only in the Prac- 


tice. Yer 


- {2:) RAISE up thy Heart by Faith to an Expec- 
tation of Relief from Chriſt; Relief in this Calc 
from Chrift is like the Prophet's Viſion, Hab. ii. 3 
it is for an appointed Time, but at the End it an 

: ſpeak 


thee, whilſt thou art under thy Perplexity, yet it 
ſhall ſurely come in the appointed Time of the 
LG us. If then thou canſt raiſe up thy Heart 
to a ſettled Expectation of Relief from Jeſus t 
if thine Eyes are towards Him, as the Eyes of a 
Servant to the Hand of his Maſter, when he expects 


to receive ſomewhat from him, thy Soul ſhall be 


ſatisfied, He will aſſuredly deliver thee; He will ſtay 
thy Luſt, and thy latter End ſhall be Peace; only 
look for it, at his Hand, expect He will do it. If 
will not believe, ſurely ye ſhall not be eſta- 


THERE are two eminent Advantages which al- 


G. 


(.) Ir engages him to a full and ſpeedy Aſfiſt- 
ance; nothing doth more engage the Heart of a 


Man to be helpful to another, than his Expectation 


of Help from him, if juſtly raiſed and countenanced 


by him who is to give Relief. Our Lox p Feſus hath 


raiſed our Hearts by his Kindneſs, Care, and Pro- 
miſes, to this E ion; certainly our riſing up to 
it, muſt needs be a great Engagement upon Him to 
aſſiſt us accordingly. This the P/almi/t gives us as 
an approved Maxim, Thou LoRD never fab 
them that put their Truſt in Thee. When the | 
is once won to reſt in Gop, to repoſe himſelf on 
Him, He will aſſuredly ſatisfy it. He will never be 
as Water that fails, nor hath He faid at any Time to 
the Seed of Jacob, Seek ye my Face in Vain. If Chriſt 
be _ for the Foundation of our Supply He will 
not fail us. | 


vor. XVII. 888 (2.) Ir 
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ſpeak, and not lie; though it tarry, wait for it, le- 
cauſe it will not tarry ; though it may ſeem long to 


ways attend this Expectation of Succeſs from eſs 


pt | 
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(2.) Ir engages the Heart to attend diligently to 
all Means whereby Chr is wont to communicate 


Himſelf : And ſo takes in the real Aſſiſtance of all 
Graces and Ordinances whatever. He that e 
any Thing from a Man, applies himſelf to the Means 
whereby it may be obtained. The Beggar that ex- 


pects an Alms, lies at bis Door, or in his Way, 


from whom he doth expcct it. The Meins wherein 


Chr:ift communicates Himſelf, are, his Ordinances 


ordinarily : He that expects any Thing from Him, 
muſt attend upon Him therein. It is the, Expec- 
tation of Faith that ſets the Heart on Work. Tis 
not an idle groundleſs Hope that I ſpeak of. If now 

there be any Vigour, Efficacy, and Power in Prayer 
or Sacrament to this End of mortifying Sin, a Man 
will aſſuredly be intereſted in it all, by this Expec- 


tation of Relief from Ghrift.: On this. Account | 


reduce all particular Actings, by Prayer, Medita- 
tion, and the like, to this Head: And ſo ſhall not 
farther inſiſt on them when they are grounded on 
this Bottom, and ſpring from this Root; they are 
of fingular Uſe to this Purpoſe { 


No on this Direction for the Mortification of 
a prevailing Diſtemper you may have a thouſand 
prebatum ii s. Who have walked. with God under 
this Temptation, and have not found the Uſe and 
Succeſs of it? I dare leave the Soul under it, with- 
out adding any more. Only ſome Particulars relat- 
ing thereunto may be mentioned. | ih 


(t.) Extrc1st Faith ꝓeculiarly upon the Death, 
Rlood, and Croſs of Chi, that is, on Chrif?, as 
cruciſied and ſlain: Mortification of Sin is peculi- 
arly from the Death of Chri/t. It is one peculiar, 
yea, eminent End of the Death of Chriſt, which 
ſhall aſſuredly be accompliſhed by it. He died to 
deſtroy the Works of the Devil; whatever came 

| upon 


erer e 
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upon our Natures by his firſt Temptation, whatever 
receives. Strength in our Perſons by his daily Sug- 
geſtions, Chrift died to deſtroy it all. This was his 
Aim, (wherein He will not fail) in his giving Him- 
ſelf for us; that we might be freed from te Power 
of our Sim, and purified from all our defiling Luſts. 
And this, by Virtue of his Death, ſhall be accom- 
pliſhed. Hence our Waſhing, Purging, and Clean- 
ling, is every where aſcribed to his Blood. That 
being ſprinkled on us, purges our Conſciences from 
dead Works to ſerve the living Gop, Heb. ix. 14. 
This is chat we are in Purſuit of, that our Conſci- 
_ ences may be purged from dead Works, that they 
may be rooted out, deſtroyed, and have Place in 
us no more. This ſhall certainly be brought about 
by the Death” of Chriſt; there will Virtue go out 
from thence to this Purpoſe. This is that the Apo- 
{tle intends ; Chriſt by his Death deſtroying the 
Works of the Devil, procuring the. Spirit for us, 
hath fo killed Sin, as ta its Reign in Believers that 
it ſhall not obtain its Dominion. 


THEN exerciſe Faith on the Death of Chr:/?, 
Fin, in Expectation of Power; Secondly, in En- 
deavours for Conformity. For the firſt, the Direc- 
tion given in general may ſuffice. As to the latter, 
that of the Apoſtle may give us ſome Light, Gal. 
lit. 1. Let Faith look on Chri/t in the Goſpel, as 
He is ſet forth dying and crucified for us. Look on 
Him under the Weight of our Sins, praying, bleed- 
ing, dying: Bring Him in that Condition into thy 
Heart by Faith; apply his Blood fo ſhed to thy 
Corruptions ; do this daily. 
| Inavs only to add the Heads of the Work of 
the Spirit —— which is peculiarly 
aſcribed to Him. 5 


KB To 2. In 
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2. In one Word: This whole Work is « 
by the Power e 


en el ing as 


(..) HE — A and fully convinces the 
Heat of the Evil and Guilt and Danger of the Cor- 
ruption, Luft, or Sin to be mortified. Without 
this Conviction, or whilſt it is faint, there will be 
no thorough Work made. An unbelieving Heart 
will fuit with any Conſideration, until it be over- 
powered, by clear and evident Convictions, now 
this is the — Work of the Spirit, He convinces 

Sin, Jobn xvi. 8. He alone can do it. And there- 

re it is, that wiſe and knowing Men, deſtitute of 
— — to be Sins at 
all, wherein the chief Actings of Luſt conſiſt. It is 
the Spirit alone that doth this Work to the Purpoſe. 
And this is the firſt Thing that the Spirit doth. in 
Order to the Mortification of any Luft whatever; 


its Pleas, diſcovers all its Deceits, ſtops all its Eva- 
fions, anſwers its Pretences, makes the Soul own 


its Abomination, and lye down under the Senſe of 


at. Unleſs this be done all that follows is in Vain. 


2) Taz Spirit alone reveals unto us the Full- 
of Chrift for our Relief, which is the Conſi- 
deration that Rays the Heart from falſe Ways. 


Eu t alone eſtabliſhes the Heart in Ex- 
n which un great 
— Mortification. 


#- 1 


TW Taz Spirit alone brings the Cros of Cori 
into our Hearts, with its — Power ; for by 


the Spirit are we * ch of Chrift 
Z (65) Tus 


it convinces the Soul of the Evil of it; cuts off all 
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(5.) Tux Spirit is the Author and Finiſher of our 


Sanctification; gives new oupplies, in Influences 
of Grace for Holineſs: 


(.) In all the Soul's Addreſſes to Gop in this 
Condition, it hath Support from the Spirit. Whence 
is the Power, Life, and Vigour of Prayer; Whence 


its Efficacy to prevail with Gop? Is it not from the 


Spirit? He is the Spirit of Supplication enabling us 
to pray with Groans that cannet be uttered. "This is 
confeſſed to be the great Medium or Way of Faith's 
prevailing with Gop. | | 
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Of the REMAINDERS of. 


DWELLING S I N, Sc. 


CHAP. I. 
The Seat of Indwelling Sin. The Heart, 


What meant thereby. Properties f the 
e as as poſſe * + bir 


Pk E Power of Indwelling Sin may appear, 
Firft, From. its Seat. Secondly, Its natural 


Properties, And Thirdh, Its Operations. 


Finsr, For the Seat of this, the Scripture every 
where aſſigns to be the Heart. There Wee 


f 


n 
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Sin keeps its eſpecial Reſidence. And fo it i; 
called by our Saviour, The evil Treaſure 7 the 
Heart, rw Mags An evil Man, out of the evil 
Treaſure of his Heart, bringeth forth evil Thing. 
This Treaſure is the prevailing Principle of mo- 
ral Actions that is in Men. So in the Beginning 
of the Verſe, our Saviour calls Grace the 

Treaſure of the Heart of a good Man. It is a 
Principle conſtantly and abundantly inciting, con- 
ſequently bringing forth, Actions conformable unto 
it. And it is alſo called a Treaſure for its Abun- 
dance. It will never be exhauſted, it is not 
waſted by Men's Spending on it: Yea, the more 
laviſh Men are of this Stock, the more they draw 
out of this Treaſure, the more it grows and a- 
bounds : As Men do not ſpend their Grace, but 
increaſe it by its Exerciſe, no more do they their 
indwelling Sin. - The more Men exerciſe their 
Grace in Duties of Obedience, the more it is 
ſtrengthened and encreaſed. And the more Men 
exert the Fruits of their Luſt, the more is that 
enraged and encreaſed in them. It feeds upon it- 
ſelf, ſwallows up its own Poiſon, and grows there- 
by. The more Men fin, the more they are in- 
clined unto Sin. Every Sin encreaſeth the Prin- 
ciple, and fortifieth the Habit of ſinning. It is 
an evil Treaſure that encreaſeth by doing Evil. 
And where doth this Treaſure lie? It is in the 
Heart, there it is laid up, there it is kept in Safety. 
All the Men in the World, all the in 
Heaven, cannot diſpoſſeſs a Man of this Treaſure, 


it is ſo ſafely ſtored in the Heart. 


Tn x Heart in the Scri is variouſly uſed. 
Sometimes for the Mind and Underſtanding; 
ſometimes for the Will; ſometimes for the Afec- 
tions; ſometimes for the Conſcience; ſometimes for 


the tools Soul, Generally it denotes the ww 


S 
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Soul of Man, and all the Faculties of it, not abſo- 
lutely, but as they are all one Principle of moral 
Operations, as they all concur in our doing Good 
or Evil. The And as it enquireth, diſcerneth, 
and judgeth what is to be done, what refuſed ; the 
Will, as it chuſeth or refuſeth ; the Aﬀedtions, as 
they like or diſlike, that which is propoſed to them. 


The Conſcience, as it warns, and CY are 
altogether called wry Fleart. 


Tus is the Seat, the Dwelling-Place of this Sin. 
The Heart as it'is the entire Principle of moral O-. 
tions, of doing Good or Evil, as out of it pro- 
ceed Good or Evil. Here dwells our Enemy ; this 
is the Fort, the Citadel of this Tyrant, where it 
maintains a 1 pa Go. 5 175 
1 
jr wane we may take a little View of the Doves 
of Sin, from this Seat of it, we may conſider one 
or two Properties of the Heart that exceedingly 
contribute thereto. It is like an Enemy i in War, 
whoſe Strength and Power lie not only in his Num- 
bers, but alſo in the unconquerable Forts that he 
doth poſſeſs. And ſuch is the Heart to this Enemy 
of Gop and our Souls, as will appear from the 
Fropetes of i Wt 4490 


(1) Ir is enen Jer. xvii. 951 10. DD 
can know the Heart? I the Lox D ſearch it. The 
Heart of Man is pervious to Gop only; hence He 
takes the Honour of ſearching the Heart as peculiar 
to Himſelf, and as fully declaring Him to be Gop. 
We rn not the Hearts of one another, we know 
Rot our own Hearts as we ought. Many there are 
that know 'not their Hearts as to their general Bent 
and Diſpoſition, whether it be good or bad ; but 
no ave knoweth all the ſecret Intrigues, the Wind- 
ing and "Og of his own Heart. Hath any 

| one 


HIS ey ACS; VG» rg + 2 b £ 


j 


_ ſonings, ſuch an A 
All in Heaven and 


ing forth, upon the Propoſal of that endleſs Va- 
riety of Objects that it is to be exerciſed with: 
Can any one traverſe the various Mutability of his 
AﬀeQions? Do the ſecret Spring ing an 
refuſing, lie before the Eyes of any Man? Doth 
any one know what will be the Motions: of the 
Mind, in ſuch and ſuch Conjunctions of Things! 
Such a ſuiting of Objects, ſuch a Pretenſion of Rea- 
ce of Things deſirable? 
but the infinite All- ſeeing 
Gon, are utterly ignorant of theſe Things. In this 
unſearchable Heart, dwells Sin, and much of its 
Security, and conſequently of its Strength lies in 
this, that it is paſt our finding out. We fight with 
an Enemy whoſe ſecret Strength we cannot diſco- 
ver, whom we cannot follow into its Retirements. 
Hence often, when we are ready to think Sin quite 
ruined; after a while we find it was but out of Sight. 
It hath Coverts and Retreats in an unſearchable 
Heart, whither we cannot purſue: it. The Soul 
may perſuade itſelf all is well, when Sin may be 
ſafe in the hidden Darkneſs of the Mind, which 'tis 
impoſſible he ſhould look into; for whatever makes 
manifeſt is Light. It may ſuppoſe the Will of Sin- 
ning is utterly taken away, when yet there is an 
unſearchable e for a more ſuitable Object, a 
more vi Temptation. Hath'a Man had a 


igorous 
Conteſt with any Luſt, and a bleſſed Victory over 


it by the Holy Ghoſt ; when he thinks _— 
lled he ere long finds that it was but retired. 


Ivinit be fo de ine dlint's Darkneby-in the 


Diſorder of the Aﬀections, that no Eye can diſco- 
ver it. The beſt of our Wiſdom is but to watch 
its firſt Appearances, to catch its firſt under Earth 
Heavings and Workings, and to ſet ourſelves in 
Oppolition to them; for to follow porch" hn 
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Corners of the Heart, that we cannot do. It is 
true, there is yet a Relief in this Caſe, namely, that 
He to whom the Work of deſtroying Sin in us, is 
committed, namely, the Holy Ghoff, comes with 


his Ax to the very Root, neither is there any Thing 


that is not open and naked unto Him. But we in 
a Way of Duty may hence ſee what an Enemy we 


| have to deal with. 


(2.). As it is unſearchable, fo it is deceitful ; it 
is decertful above all Things. There is great Deceit 
in the Dealings of Men in the World, great in 
their Counſels and Contrivances, in Reference to 
their Aﬀairs private and publick t Deceit in 
their Words and Actings: The World is full of 
Deceit and Fraud. But all this is nothing to the 
Deceit that is in Man's Heart towards Himſelf. 
Now Deceitfulneſs added to Unſearchableneſs, gives 
a great Addition of Strength to Sin. I ſpeak not 
yet of the Deceitfulneſs of Sin itſelf, but the De- 
ceitfulneſs of the Heart where it is ſeated. 


Now this Deceitfulneſs of the Heart, lies chief- 


ly in two Things. . | 


[I.] TraT it abounds in Contradictions, fo 
that it is not to be found and dealt with according 
to any conſtant Rule, and Way of Procedure. 
There are ſome Men that ſeem to be made up of 
Contradictions ; ſometimes to'be very Wiſe in their 
Affairs, ſometimes Fooliſh, very Open, and 
very Reſerved; very Facile, and very Obſtinate 3 
very eaſy to be Intreated, and very Revengeful, all 
in a remarkable Height. This is generally account- 
ed a bad Character: But in general, in Reſpect of 
moral Good or Evil, it is ſo with the Heart of e- 
7 Man; flaming hot, and Key cold; Weak, 

yet Stubborn ; Obſtinate, and Facile. The 
Vot. XVII. 9 Frame 


| 
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Frame of the Heart is ready to contradict itſelf eve- 
ry Moment. Now you would think you had it all 
in ſuch a Way; anon it is quite otherwiſe : So that 
none know what to expect from it. The riſe of this 
is the Diſorder that is brought upon all its Faculties 
by Sin. Gop created them all in a perfect Harmo- 
ny and Union. The Mind and Reaſon were in 
ect Subjection and Subordination to Gop; the 
Will anſwered in its Choice of Good, the Diſco- 
very made of it by the Mind; the Affections con- 
ſtantly and evenly followed the Underſtanding, 
The Mind's Subjection to Gop was the Spring of 
the orderly and harmonious Motion of the Soul, 
and all the Wheels in it. That being diſturbed by 
Sin, the reſt of the Faculties move croſs and con- 
trary one to another; the Will chuſeth not the 
Good which the Mind diſcovers; the Aﬀections 
delight not in that which the Will chuſeth, but all 
jar and interfere, croſs and rebel againſt each other. 
This we have 88> our falling from Gop. Hence 
ſometimes the Will leads, the Judgment follows: 
Yea, commonly the Affections that ſhould attend 
upon all, get the Sovereignty, and draw the whole 
Soul captive after them. And hence it is, that 
the Heart is made up of ſo many Contradictions. 
Sometimes the Mind retains its Sovereignty, and 
the Affections are in Subjection. This puts a good 
Face upon Things. Immediately the Rebellion of 
the Affections, or the Obſtinacy of the Will take 
Place, and the whole Scene is changed. This makes 
the Heart deceitful above all Things; it is not con- 
ſtant to itſelf, is under no certain Conduct, but, 
hath a Rotation in itſelf, where oft- times the Feet 
lead and guide the Whole. | 


; F2.] Its Deceit lies in its full Promiſings upon 
the ficſt Appearance of Things. And this alſo pro- 
_ «ceds from the ſame Principle. Sometimes 2 

Whole 


# 
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whole Heart appears in a fair Frame, all promiſeth - 
to be well. Within a while the whole Frame is 
changed; the Mind was not at all affected; the 
Affections are gone off, and all the fair Promiſes. 
of the Heart are depraved with them. Now add 
this Deceitfulneſs, and we ſhall find, that the Dif- 
ficulty of dealing with Sin in its Seat and Throne, 
will be exceedingly encreaſed. A deceiving and a 
deceived Heart, who can deal with it? Eſpecially 
conſidering that the Heart imploys all its Deceits 
unto the Service of Sin. All the Diſorder that is 
in the Heart, all its falſe Promiſes, and fair Ap- 
pearances, promote the Intereſt of Sin. Hence Gop 


cautions the People to look to it, leſt their own 


Heart ſhould entice and deceive them. I. 


Wuo can mention the Freacheries that lie in 
the Heart of Man ? It is not for nothing that the 
Holy Ghoſt ſo expreſſeth it, I is deceitful above all 
Tings; uncertain in what it doth,.. and falſe in 
what it promiſeth. And hence moreover it is, a- 
mongſt other Cauſes, that in che Purſuit of our 
War againſt Sin, we have not only the old Work 
to go over and over, but new Work ſtil]; ſtill new 
Stratagems to deal with, as the Manner will be 
where Unſearchableneſs and Deceitfulneſs are to be 
contended with. | v8 f 


Tux are many other Properties of this Seat 
of Sin, which might be inſiſted on, but that would 
too far divert us; and therefore I ſhall paſs theſe 
ever with ſome few Conſiderations. 


(1.) NEVER let us reckon that our Work in con- 
tending againſt Sin, in crucifying, mortifying and 
ſubduing of it, is at an End. The Place of its Ha- 
bitation is unſearchable z and when we may think 
we have thoroughly won the Field, there is ſtill 
1 9 7 g | Wi ſome 
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ever. But have we not found the 
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ſome Reſerve remaining, that we knew not of. Ma- 


ny Conquerorors have been ruined by their Care- 


leſſneſs after a Victory; and many have been ſpi- 
ritually wounded after great Succeſſes againſt this 
Enemy. David was ſo, his great Surprizal into 


Sin — after a long Profeſſion, manifold Experi- 


ences of Gon, and watchful keeping himſelf from 
his Iniquity. And hence in Part — it come to 
paſs, that the Profeſſion of many hath declined in 
They have given over the Work of 
8 of Sin, before their Work was at an 


is no Way for us to purſue Sin in its 


— Habitation, but by being Endleſs in 


our Purſuit. And that Command of the Apoſtle 


which we have, Col. iii. 5. on this Account is as 
neceſſary for them to obſerve, who are towards the 
End of their Race, as thoſe that are but at the Be- 
ginning of it. Mortiſ therefore your Members that 


are on the Earth ; be always doing it whilſt you 


live. It is true, great Ground is obtained, when 
the Work is vigorouſly and conſtantly carried on. 


— the Work muſt be endleſs. If we ve over 


all quickly ſee this Enemy exerting itſelf with 
— It may be, under ſome great Af- 
fiction, or in fome eminent Enjoyment of Gop, 
in the Senſe of the Sweetneſs of Communion 
with Chriff, we have been ready to fay, that there 
was an End of Sin, that it was dead and gone * 
X» 
perience? Hath it not manifeſted that ALLE 
retired into ſome unſearchable Receſſes of the Heart; 
let us then reckon on it, that there is no Way to 


bave our Work done, but by always doing of it. | 


(2.) Ir hath its Reſidence in that which is va- 


nous, inconſtant, deceitful above all Things, this 


calls for Watchfulneſs againſt it. An o- 


perpetual 
—— that deals by Violence only, always 
gives 
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gives ſome Reſpite; you know where to have him, 
and what he is doing, ſo as that ſometimes you 
may ſleep without Fear: But againſt Adverſaries 
that deal by Deceit and Treachery, which are long 
Swords, and reach at the greateſt Diſtance, no- 
thing will give Security but perpetual Watchfulneſs. 
It is impoſſible we ſhould in this Caſe be too Jea- 
Jous, Doubtful, Suſpicious, or Watchful. The 
Heart hath a Thouſand Wiles, and if we are in the 
leaſt off our Watch, we may be ſure to be ſurpriſed. 
Hence are thoſe reiterated Commands and Cautions- 
given for Watching, for being Circumſpect, Dili- 
gent, Careful. There is no living for them who- 
have to deal with an Enemy deceitful above all 
Things, unleſs they perſiſt in ſuch a Frame. All 
Cautions that are given in the Caſe are neceſſary, 
eſpecially that, Remember not to Believe. Doth the 
Heart promiſe fair? Reſt not on it, but ſay to the 
Lorp Chrift, LorD, do thou undertake for me: 
Doth the Sun ſhine fair in the Morning? Reckon 
not on a fair Day ; the Clouds may ariſe and fall; 
though the Morning give a fair Appearance of Se- 
renity and Peace, turbulent Affections may ariſe, . 
and cloud the Soul with Sin and Darkneſs. | 


(3.) CommirT then the whole Matter with all 
Care and Diligence, unto Him who can ſearch the 
Heart to the uttermoſt, and knows how to prevent 
all its Treacheries. In the Things before mention- 
ed lies our Duty, but here lies our Safety. There 
is no treacherous Corner in our Hearts, but He can 
ſearch it to the uttermoſt; there is no-Deceit in 
them but He can diſappoint it. This Courſe David 
takes, P/al. cxxxix. After he had ſet forth the Om- 
nipreſence of Gop, and his Omniſcience, ver. 8, 
9, 10. he makes Improvement of it, ver. 23. 
Search me, O LoRD, and try me. As if he had ſaid, 
It is but a little that I know of my deceitful Heart, 
et” Ui. only 


| — of the 
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I would be ſincere, I would not have reſerves 
for Sin therein ; wherefore do thou, who art preſent 
with my Heart, who knoweſt my Thoughts long 
before, undertake this Work, perform itthroughty, 
for thou alone art able fo to do. 
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CHAP. II. 


Tnbuellng SIN, Enmity againſt Gon. 


FE have fs the Seat of this Sin- In the 
next Place I ſhall conſider one Property 
2 of it, that belongs unto its Nature : And 
this wherever it is. And this is that which 
is expreſſed by the Apoſtle, Rom. viii. 7. The car- 
nal Mind is Enmity againſt G 0D ; that which is 
here called, cee T5 cngxtc, tHe Wiſdom of the 
Fleſh, is the fame with the Sin, which we inſiſt 
5 And what ſays he hereof ? It is Enmity againſt 
OD. 


1. It is not only am Enemy, for ib ſome 
Reconciliation might be made, but it is Enraity it- 
ſelf, and ſo not capable of accepting any Terms of 


Peace. Enemies be reconciled, but Enmity 


cannot. Yea, the only Way to reconcile Enemies, 


is to deſtroy the Enmity. So the Apoftle in ano- 


ther Place tells us, Rom. v. 10. He who were Ene- 
mies, are reconciled unto Gop; that is a Work 
t about by the Blood of Chri/? ; the recon- 
greateſt Enemies. But when he comes 
there is no Way for it, but it 

to hak of Enmity, ther no K 
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in his Fleſh the Enmity : There is no Way to deal 
with Enmity, but by its Abolition or Deſtruction. 


AND this alſo lies in it, that every Part of it, the 
leaſt Degree of it that can poſſibly remain in any 
one, whilſt there is any Thing of its Nature, is En- 
mity ſtil]. It may not be ſo effectual in Operation, 
but it is Enmity ſtill. As every Drop of Poyſon is 
Poyſon, and will infect, and every Spark of Fire is 
Fire, and will burn; ſo every Thing of Sin, the 
laſt, the leaſt of it, is Enmity, it will poyſon, it 
will burn. Mortification abates its Force, but doth 
not change its Nature. Grace changeth the Nature 
of Man, but nothing can change the Nature of Sin. 
It is Enmity ſtill, Sin till. This then by it is our 
Condition. Gop 7s Love, 1 John iv. 8. He is ſo- 
in Himſelf, eternally excellent and deſirable above 
all. He is ſo to us, He is ſo in the Blood of his Son, 
and in all the inexpreſſible Fruits of it, by which 
we are what we are, and wherein all our future: 
Hopes and Expectations are wrapped up. Againſt 
this Gop we carry about us an Enmity ; an En- 
mity that is incapable of Cure or Reconciliation.- 
* it may be, it ſhall be, but cured it can- 
not be. | | 


AnD herein lies no fmall Part of its Power; it 
can admit of no Terms of Peace, of no Compoſi- 
tion. There may be a Compoſition, where there is 
no Reconciliation. There may be a Truce, where 
there is no Peace. But with this Enemy we can ob- 
tain neither the one nor the other. It is never quiet, 
conquering, nor conquered. It is in vain for a Man 
to have any Expectation of Reſt from his Luſt, but 
by its Death. Some in the Tumult of their Corrup- 
tions ſeek for Quietneſs 838 to ſatisfy them, 
making Proviſion for the to fulfil the Luſtsthere- 
of ; as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Rom. xi. 14. This is 


to 


| 
t 
; 
| 
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to ſlack Fire by the Wood and Oyl. As all the Fuel 
in the World, all the Fabrick of the Creation that 
is combuſtible, being caſt into the Fire, will not 


at all ſatisfy it, but increaſe it; ſo it is with Satis. 


faction given to Sin by Sinning, it doth but inflame 


and increaſe, If a Man will part with ſome of bis 


Goods unto an Enemy, it may ſatisfy him; but 


Enmity will have all, and is not one whit the more 


ſatisfied than if it had received nothing at all. Like 


the lean Cattle that were never the leſs hungry, for 


having devoured the Fat. You cannot bargain with 
the Fire to take but ſo much of your Houſes, ye 
have no Way but to quench it. It is in this Caſe, 
as it is in the Conteſt between a wiſe Man and a 
Fool, Prov. xxix. q. Whether he rage or laugh, there 
is no Reſt. Whatever Temper he be in, his impor- 
tunate Folly makes him troubleſome. It is ſo with 
this indwelling Sin, whether it rage or laugh, whe- 
ther it violently tumultuate, as it will do on Provo- 
cations and Temptations, or whether it ſeem to be 
pleaſed, all is one, there is no Peace, no Reſt to 
be had with it. Had it. been of any other Nature, 
ſome other Way might have been fixed on, but 


now all the Relief the Soul hath muſt lye in its 


Ruin. 


2. Ir is not only Enmity,. but Enmity againſt 


' Gop. It hath choſen a great Enemy indeed. It 


fights- againſt the Spirit, or the ſpiritual Principle 
that is in us, to conquer it; it fights againſt our 
Souls to deſtroy them. But its proper Object is 
God, it is Enmity againſt Gor; Gow as the 
Law-Giver, Gop as holy, God as the Author of 
the Goſpel. Why doth it render the Soul carnal, 
unbelieving,. unſpiritual, weary, wandring? It is 
becauſe of its Enmity to God, whom the Soul aims 


to have Communion with in Duty. It hath, . as it 
_ were, that Command from Satan, which the A- 


rians 
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rians had from their King, Fight neither with Small 
nor Great, ſave only with the King 7 Iſrael, 1 Kings 
xxii. 31. It is neither great nor ſmall, but Gon 
Himſelf, the King of [/rael, that Sin ſets itſelf a- 
gainſt. There lies the ſecret Reaſon of all its Op- 
poſition to Good, even becauſe it relates to Gop. 
As the Aſſyrians, becauſe of his Shew of a King, 

aſſaulted Feboſaphat, but when they found that it 
was not Ahab, turned back from purſuing of him. 

So when there is a Shew of the Worſhip of Gop, 
Sin may make Head againſt it at firſt, but when the 
Duty cries out in the Heart, that indeed Gop is 
not there; Sin turns away to ſeek out its proper 
Enemy, even Gop Himſelf. And hence do many 
poor 8 ſpend their Days in diſmal Super- 
ſtitions, without any great ReluQtancy from within, 
when others cannot be ſuffered freely to watch with 
Chri/t in a ſpiritual Manner one Hour. [ 


Ir is thus alſo in Reſpect of all Propenſity to Sin, 
as well as Averſion 4 a It is Gor Hinlſelt 
that is aimed at. It is true, the Pleaſures of Sin 
Freatly influence ſenſual Affections; but it is the 

olinefs and Authority of Gop, that Sin itſelf riſes 
up againſt : It hates the Yoke of the Lox p; Thew 
bet been weary of me, faith Gop to Sinners, and 
that during their Performance of Abundance of Du- 


ties. Every Act of Sin is a Fruit of being weary of 
Gop, Thus ob tells us what lies — ET m 
the Heart of Sinners; They ſay to the Loxp, De- 
fart «us; it is Enmity againſt Him. Here lies 
the formal Nature of every Sin, it is an Oppoſition 
to Gop, a Caſting off his Yoke, a 2 
the Dependance which the Creature ought to have 
on the Creator. And the Apoſtle, Rom. viii. 7. 
gives the Reaſon why he affirms the carnal Mind to 
be Enmity againſt Gon; namely, becauſe it is not 
ſubject to the Will of GoD, nor indeed can it. It 
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never is, nor will, nor can be ſubject to Gop, it 
whole Nature conſiſting in Oppoſition to Him. The 
Soul wherein it is, may be ſubje to the Law di 
God, but Sin will not be in Subjection. 


Tunis Enmity againſt Gop is univerſal. Some 
Contentions are bounded to particular Concerns, 
this is about one Thing, that about another. It is 
not ſo here; the Enmity is abſolute and univerſal, 
as are all Enmities that are grounded in the Nature 
of the Things themſelves : For [I. J it is univerſal 
to all of Gord: And [2.] it is univerſal in all cf 
the Soul. Fs. E 


I.] Ir is univerſal to all of Gop. If there were 
any Thing of Gon, his Nature, Properties, Will, 
his Law or Goſpel, any Duty of Obedience to Him, 
of Communion with Him, that Sin had not an En- 
mity againſt, the Soul might have a Retreat within 
itſelf, by applying itſelf to that of Go p, to that 
of Duty towards Him, to that of Communion with 
Him, that Sin would make no Oppoſition againiſt 
But the Enmity lies againſt Gop, and all of Gov, 
and every Thing wherein we have to do with Him. 
It is not ſubject to the Law, nor any Part nor Par- 
cel, Word or Tittle of the Law. Sin is Enmity to 
Gos, as Gop, and therefore to all of Gop; not 
his Goodneſs, not his Holineſs, not his Promiſes 
only: There is not any Thing of Him, which it 
doth not make Head againſt; nor any Duty, pri- 
avte, publick, in the Heart, in external Works, 
which it oppoſeth not. And the nearer any Thing 
is to Gop, the greater is its Enmity unto it. The 
more of 4 is in any Thing, the greater is 
its Enmity. That which hath moſt of Gop, hath 
moſt of its Oppoſition. Concerning them in whom 
this Law is predominant, Gop lays, Ye have ſet at 
nought all my Gounſel, and you would have wy of N 
7 | "2" eprodj. | 
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Reproofy Prov. i. 25. Not this or that Part of Gop's 
Counſel, but all his Counſel, whatever He calleth 
for, in every Particular; all is ſet at Nought, and 
nothing of His Reproof attended to. A Man would 
think it not ſtrange that Sin ſhould maintain an En- 
mity againſt Gos in his Law, which comes to con- 
demn it ; but it raiſeth a greater Enmity againſt 
Him in his Goſpel, wherein He tenders Mercy and 
Pardon, and that meerly becauſe more of the glo- 
rious Properties of Gop's Nature, more of his Ex- 
cellencies and Condeſcenſion, is manifeſted therein. 


[2.] IT is univerſal in all of the Soul. Would 
this Law of Sin have contented itſelf to have ſub- 
dued any one Faculty of the Soul, would it have 
leſt any one at Liberty, any one Affection free from 
Its Yoke and Bondage, it might poſſibly have been 
with more Eaſe oppoſed, or ſubducd. - But when 
Chriſt comes with his ſpiritual Power upon the Soul 
to conquer it to Himſelf, he hath no quiet Land- 
ing-Place. He can ſet Foot on no Ground but what 
He muſt fight for and conquer. Not the Mind, not 
an Affection, not the Will only, but all is ſecured 
againſt Him. And when Grace hath made its Eu- 
trancez yet Sin will dwell in all its Coaſts, Were 
any Thing in the Soul at perfect Freedom, there a 
Stand might be made to drive it from all the Reſt of 
its Holds: But it is univerſal, and Wars in the 
whole Soul. The Mind hath its own Darkneſs and 
Vanity to wreſtle with ; the Will its own Stub- 
bornneſs, Obſtinacy, and Perverſeneſs, every Af- 
fection its own Frowardneſs and Averſion from 
Gop and Senſuality; ſo that one cannot yield 
Relief unto another, as they ought; they have, 
as it were, their Hands full at Home. Hence it is 
that our Knowledge is imperfect, our Obedience 
weak, Love not immixed, Fear not pure, Delight 
not free and noble. 8 1 
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{3-]) HzxeunTo might be added its Conſtane). 
It is conſtant unto itſelf, it wavers not, it hath no 


Thoughts of yielding, notwithſtanding the power. 


ful Oppoſition that is made to it both by the Lay 
and Goſpel. 


WHrar hath been delivered might give us a lit- 
te Senſe of it, and ſtir up to Watchfulneſs. What 
can be of a more fad Conſideration than that we 
ſhould my about us conſtantly that which is En- 
mity againſt Gon, and that not in this or that Par- 
ticular, but in all that He is, and in all wherein He 


THERE are two general Heads of the Work 


. AvERSATION. Our Saviour deſcribing the 


Enmity that was between Himſelf and the Teacher 


of the Fews, faith in the Prophet, Ay Soul loathed 


| them, and their Soul alſo abborred me, Zech. vii. 8. 


here there is mutual Enmity, there is mutual A- 


2. OPPos1TION, or contendi inſt one a- 
nother, is the next Product of Enmity, /a. Ixiti. 10. 
He was turned ts be their Enemy, and he fought a- 
inſt them; ſpeaking of Gop towards the People. 
here there is Enmity, there will be F ighting/ 
is the proper and natural Product of it. Now 
theſe Effects are found in this Sin. 8 


1. THERE is an Averſion in it to Gop, and e- 


very Thing of Gop. All Indiſpoſition unto Duty, 


therein Communion with Gon is to be obtained, 


all Wearineſs of Duty, all Carnality or F . 
under 


verſation, Loathing, and Abemination. So it was 
between the Fews and the Samaritans, they were 


Enemies, and abhorred one another; as John iv. 9 
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under Duty, all ſprings from this Root. The = 
Man cautions us againſt this Evil, Eecleſ. v. 1. 
When thon goeft to the Houſe of Gop, keep thy Foot. 
Haſt thou any ſpiritual Duty to perform, and doſt 
thou deſign the attaining any Communion with 
Gop? Look to thyſelf, e Care of thy Aﬀections, 
they will be wandring, and that from their Aver- 
ſation to what thou haſt in Hand. There is not any 
Good that we would do, wherein we may n 
this r uns icſelf. o 


Ler us a little conſider this eee in n ſuch 
Acts of Obedience, wherein there is no Concern- 
ment but that of Gop and the Soul. In publick 
Duties there may be a Mixture of other Conſide- 
rations. But let us take into Conſideration the Du- 
ties of Retirement, as private Prayer and Medita- 
tion, or elſe extraordinary Duties, or Duties to be 


deen enen eee 


1.) In theſe will this Averſation "we diſfeoree 
itſelf. A ſecret Striving will be in them about cloſe 


and cordial Dealing with Gop. Unleſs the Hand 


of Go p in his Spirit be high and ſtrong upon the 
Soul, even when Convictions, real Eſteem of Gop, 
and Communion with Him, have carried the Soul 
into its Cloſet, yet if there be not the Vigour and 
Power of ſpiritual Life conſtantly at Work, there 
will be a ſecret Loathneſs unto Duty; yea, ſome» 
times there will be a violent Inclination to the con- 
trary ; ſo that the Soul had rather do any Thing, 
than vigorouſly apply itſelf. Here Gop and the 
doul are immediately concerned, and it is a great 
Conqueſt to do what we would, though we come 
weoedingly ſhott of what we ſhould do. 


(2: ) IT diſcovers itſelf in che Mind allo. When 
we addros A to Gop in Chriſt, we are, as 
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Fob ſpeaks, to fill our Mouths with Arguments, Chap. Bui 
XxXiii. 4. that we may be able to plead with Him, W Th 
as he calls upon us to do, Iſaiab xliii. 26. Put m be 
in Remembrance, let us plead together. The Sum is WM wa 


that the Mind ſhould be furniſhed with Conſiders 
tions that are prevailing with Gop, and be in Rex 
dineſs to plead them, in the moſt ſpiritual Manner, 
Now is there no Difficulty to get the Mind into 
ſuch a Frame, as to lay out itſelf to the utmoſt in 
this Work ? To be clear, ſteady, and conſtant is 
its Duty? To make uſe of its Stores of Promiſz 
and Experiences ? It ſtarts, wanders, flags, all fron 
this ſecret Averſation unto Communion with God. 
Some complain that they can make no Work d 
Meditation, they . bend their Minds unto it. 
I confeſs there ma eat Cauſe of this, in thei 
Want of a right — — derſtanding of the Duty itſeli 
But yet this ſecret Enmity hath its Hand both 
in their Minds and in their Affections. And her: 
hath been the Beginning of the Apoſtaſy of many. 
Jam perſuaded there are very few that apoſtatiſ: 
from a Profeſſion of any Continuance, but their En- 
trance was either ſome great and notorious Sin that 
bloodied their Conſciences, tainted their Aﬀections, 
and intercepted all Delight in GoD; or elle i 
was a Courſe of Neglect in private Duties, ariſing 
from a Wearineſs of contending againſt that power. 
ful Averſation which may found in themſelves unto 
them. 


6 private, fo it is alſo in re 
ſpec} of publick Duties, that have any Thing en 
traordinary in them. WhatStrivings, Struglings, an 

Pleadings are there in the Heart about them, eſpe 
cially againſt Spirituality of them! Yea, in and ur 
der them, will not the Mind and Aﬀections ſome: 
times be entangled with Things, new and ſtrang 
unto them, ſuch as at the Time of the 5 Hoi 

incl: 


Buſineſs, a Man would not deign to take into his 
Thoughts ? But if the leaſt Liberty, or Advantage, 
be given to Indwelling Sin, if it be not perpetually 
watched over, it will work to a ſtrange and an 
unexpected Iflue. In brief, let the Soul uncloath 
any Duty whatever, private or publick, any Thing 


that is called Good, let a Man diveſt it of all out- 


ward Reſpects which ſecretly inſinuate themſelves 
into the Mind, and give it ſome; Complacency in 
what it is about, * he ſhall aſſuredly find ſome- 
what of the Power, and ſome of the Effects of thi 
Averſation. It begins in Loathneſs and Ind iſpoſi 
tion, goes on with intangling the Mind and Af 
fections with other Things, and will end, if no 
prevented, in Wearineſs of Goo. | 


1. ] Tur great Means to prevent the Effects of 
this Averſation, is the conſtant keeping the Soul in 
an univerſally. holy Frame. As this weakens the 
whole Law of Sin, ſo particularly this Averſation. 
It is this Frame only that will enable us to ſay with 
the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. lvii. 7. Ay Heart is fixed, O 
Gop, my Heart is fixed. It is utterly impoſſible to 
keep the Heart in a prevailing holy Frame in any 
one Duty, unleſs it be ſo in all and every one. A 
conſtant even Temper in all Duties, in all Ways, 
is the only Preſervative for any one Way. Let not 
bim who is neglective in publick perſuade himſelf, 
that all will be clear and eaſy in private, or on the 
contrary. There is an Harmony in Obedience, 
break but one Part and you interrupt the Whole. 


[z.] LABOUx to prevent the very Beginnings of 
the Workings of this Averſation; let Grace be be- 
forehand with it in every Duty. We are directed, 
1 Pet. iv. 7. to Watch unto Prayer; and as it is unto 
Prayer, ſo unto every Duty; that is, to conſider 
and take Care that we = not hindered from within, 
2) 2 | nor 
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this cloſe Averſation unto Spiritualneſs that yet lie 
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nor from without, as to a due Performance of it. 
Watch againſt Temptations to oppoſe them, watch 
againſt the Averſation that is in Sin to prevent it. 
As we are not to give Place to Satan, no more are 
we to Sin. If it be not prevented in its firſt At. 
tempts, it will prevail. 7 


[3-] Tuo it do its work, yet be ſure it never 
—— to . Conqueſt, Be ſure you be not = 
out by its Importunity ; do not faint by its Opro- 
ſition. Take the Apoltl,'s Advice, Heb. vi. 11. U. 
tire that every one of you, de ſhew the ſame Dili- 
gence to 72 wrance of Hope unto the End, that 


38 be nat flothſul. Still hold out in the ſame Dili- 
gence. I here are many Ways whereby Men are 
driven from a conſtant holy Performance of Duties, 
all of them d 18, if not pernicious to the Soul. 
Some are diverted by Buſineſs, ſome by Company, 
ſome by the Power of Temptations, ſome diſcou- 


_ raged by their own Darkneſs; but none fo dange- 


rous as this, when the Soul gives: over in Part, or 
in Whole, as wearied by the Ayerſation of Sin unto 
it. Our Saviour's Inſtruction is, we ought always 
to pray and not to faint, Luke xviii. 1, . 
will ariſe, none ſo bitter and keen as that from our 
own Hearts; if we faint we periſh. Take Heed leaſt 
you be wearied, faith the Apoſtle, and faint in your 
Mindt, Heb. xii. 3. Such a Fainting as is attended 
with a Wearinefs, and that with a giving Place tv 
the Averſation working in our Hearts, is. to be a- 
voided, if we would not periſh. That which is 
now ſo difficult, will increaſe in Difficulty if we 
give Way unto it. But if we abide in our Station, 
we ſhall prevail, the Mouth of the Lok D hath 


' [A. I CARRY about a conſtant humbling Senſe of 
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in our Nature. If Men find the Efficacy of it, 1 
what Conſideration can be more Powerful to bring 1 
them to humble Walking with Gop? That after ll 

all the Diſcoveries that Gop hath made of Himſelf | 
unto them, all the Kindneſs they have received vw 
from Him; his doing of them Good and not Evil Wl 
in all Things, there ſhould yet be ſuch an Heart of 1 
Unkindneſs and Unbelief, as to have an Averſion to 1 
Communion with Him: How ought the Thoughts WW 
of it to caſt us into the Duſt, to fill us with Shame — 
and Self- abhorrency? What have we found in Gon 1 
in any of our Approaches, or Addreſſes to Him, 1 
that it ſhould be thus with us? What Iniquity have 6 
we found in Him ? Hath He been a Wilderneſs unto ö 
us, or a Land of Darkneſs ? Did we ever loſe any = 
Thing by drawing nigh unto Him ? Nay, hath not 
therein hen all the Reſt and Peace which we have 
obtained? Is not He the Fountain and Spring of 
all our Mercies? Hath He not bid us Welcome at 
our Coming? Have we not received from Him 
more than Heart can conceive, or Tongue expreſs? 
What ails then our fooliſh and wretched Hearts, 
to harbour ſuch a curſed Diſlike of Him and his 
Ways? Let us be aſhamed and aſtoniſhed at the 
Conſideration of it, and walk in an humble Senſe 
of it all our Days. 


1 
C0000000000000000 | 
CHAP. III. | 


The Work of this Enmity — Go, by 
Way of Oppoſttzon, 


Hs W this Enmity worketh by Way of Aver> 


fation hath been declared. 
„„ TRE 
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Tux ſecond Way whereby it exerts itſelf is 


Oppoſition. Enmity will oppoſe and contend 
with that wherewith it is at Enmity. It is fo in 
Things natural and moral. As Light and Darkneſs, 


Heat and Cold, fo Virtue and Vice oppoſe each o- 


70 


Now there are two- Ways whereby Enemies 


ther. So it is with Sin and Grace, faith the Apoſ- 

tle, theſe are contrary one to the other, Gal. v. 

17. arTixeuTas eg, they are placed, and ſet in 

_ Oppeſitian, and that continually and con- 
7. | | | 


manage an Oppoſition. 


(f.) By Force. And (2.} By Fraud. And both 
theſe are made Uſe of by Sin in its Enmity againſt 
bine big b 
5A 2.) I sHALL begin with the Firſt z or its Act- 


ing in open Oppoſition to Goo. 
expreſling fo many 


Is this there are four Thin 
diſtin&t Degrees in its — 
r. ] Ir s general: Inclination,  lufteth, Gal. 


va 1%. 

[z.] Is particular Way of contending, ht 
Fights or Wars, Rom. vii. 23. James iv. r, rPet. 
11. 11. ; 


[3:] Irs Succeſs in this Conqueſt, Js brings the 


| Soul into Captivity to the Law of Sin, Rom. vii. 23. 


[4-] ITs Growth and Rage upon Succeſs, it 
comes up to Madneſs, as an enraged Enemy will 
do, Ecclef.. ix. 3. All which we muſt ſpeak to in 

| LI. J Is 


on —— — — 
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u.] In general it is faid to Luſt, the Flaſb luft- 
eth againſt the Spirit, Gal. v. 17. This Word 


expreſſeth the general Nature of that Oppoſition: 


which Sin maketh againſt Gop, and his Grace in 
them that believe. And therefore the leaſt Degree 
| of that Oppoſition is expreſſed hereby. Hence all 
the Actings of Sin are called the Tol. of the Fleſb, 
Gal. v. 16. Ye ſhall not fulfill the Lufts of the Fleſh. 
Nor are theſe Luſts of the Fleſh thoſe only where- 
| by Men act their Senſuality, in Riot, Drunkenneſs, 
Unclcannial, and the like, but they comprehend all 
the Actings of Sin whatever, in all the Faculties 
and Affections of the Soul. Thus E#phef. ii. 3. We 
have Mention of the Deſires, or Wills, or Caſts of 
the Mind, as well as of the Fleſh. The Mind hath 


r ECELES 


its Luſts, no leſs than the ſenſual Appetite, which 


ſeems ſometimes more properly to be called the Fleſh. 
And in the Products of theſe Luſts, there are De- 
filements of. the Spirit, as well as of the Heß, 
2 Cor. vii. 1. That is, of the Mind and Underſtand- 
ing, as well as of the Appetite, and the Body. Vea, 
by the Fleſh in this Matter, the whole old Man is 
intended. And this Fleſh luſteth, which is the ge- 
neral Foundation of all its Oppoſition unto'G oD.. 
This it doth two Ways. TN 


1.) I'n an hidden cloſe Propenſity unto all Evil. 


This lies in it habitually. Whilſt a Man is in the 


State of Nature, fully under the Power and Domi- 
nion of this Law of Sin, it is faid, that every Fig 
ment of his Heart is Evil, and that continually, Gen. 
vi. 5. And where the Power of it is broken, yet in 
its own Nature it hath ſtill an habitual Propenſit 
. that which is Evil, wherein its Luſting deck 
conſiſt. | 


Iv is with indwelling Sin as with a River; whilſt 
the Springs of it are open, and Waters continually 
4441 ſupplyed- 
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ſupplyed to its Streams, ſet a Damm before it, and 
it cauſeth it to riſe and dwell, untill it bear down 
all, or overflow the Banks. Let theſe Waters be 
dryed up in ſome good Meaſure, in the Springs, 
and the Remainder may be reſtrained. But ſtill a 
Jong as there is any running Water it will con- 
ſtantly preſs upon what ſtands before it, according 
do its N and Strength. And if by any Means 
it make a „ it will proceed. So is it with 
indwelling Sin; whilſt the Springs of it are open, 
in vain is it for Men to ſet a Damm before it by 
their Convictions, Reſolutions, Vows and Pro- 
miſes. They may check it for a While, but it will 
increaſe, riſe high, and at one Time or ano- 
ther, untill it bears down all thoſe Convictions and 
Reſolutions, or make itſelf an underground Paſſage 
by ſome ſecret Luſt that ſhall give a full Vent unto 
it. But now ſuppoſe the Springs of it are much 
dried up by regenerating Grace, the Streams of it 
abated by Holineſs, yet whilſt any Thing remains 
of it, it will be preſſing to have Vent, to preſs for- 

ward into actual Sin. And this is its Luſting. 


Av this habitual Propenſity in it is diſcovered 
two Ways: 1 | 


(1. In its unexpected Surprizals of the Soul in- 
to fooliſh ſinful Imaginations, which it looked not 
for, nor was any Occaſion adminiſtered to them. 
It is with indwelling Sin, as it is with the contrary 
Principle of ſanctifying Grace. This gives the Soul 
many a bleſſed Surprizal. It often brings: forth an 
holy Frame in the Heart and Mind, when we have 
had no previous rational Conſiderations to Work 
them there. And this manifeſt it to be an habitual 
Principle prevailing in the Mind. And thus alſo is 
it with indwelling Sin; e're the Soul is aware, 
without any Provocation or Temptation, _ it 

| | WS 
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knows not, it is caſt into a vain and fooliſh Frame, 
Sin produceth its Figments ſecretly in the Heart, 
and prevents the Mind's Confideration of what it 
is about. And theſe Surprizals, if the Soul be not 
awake to take ſpeedy Care for the Prevention of 
their Tendency, do often ſet all on Fire, and en- 
gage the Mind and Affections in actual Sin, 


(2. Tar1s habitual Inclination manifeſts itſelf 

in its Readineſs to cloſe with every Temptation. As 
we know it is in the Nature of Fire to burn, be- 
cauſe it immediately lays hold on whatever is Com- 
buſtible. There was from indwelling Sin a conti- 
nual Diſpoſition to be Slipping, Stumbling, Halt- 
ing on every Occaſion. There is nothing fo Vain, 
Fooliſh, Ridiculous, nothing ſo Vile and Abomir 
nable, but if it be propoſed unto the Soul in a Way 
of Temptation, there is that in this Law of Sin, 
which is ready to anſwer it; before it be deſcried by 
Grace. And this is the firſt Thing in this Luſting 
of Sin, it conſiſts in its habitual Propenſity unto E- 
vil, manifeſting itſelf by the involuntary Surprizals 
of the Soul unto Sin, and its Readineſs to joyn with 
all Temptations whatſoever. | 4 an 


2.) I Ts Luſting conſiſts in its actual preſſing af- 
ter that which is Evil and actual Oppoſition unto 
that which is Good, The former Inſtances ſhewed 
its conſtant Readineſs to this Work, this now treats 
of the Work itſelf. It is-not only ready, but for 
the moſt Part always engaged.. It Luſteth, faith the 
Holy Ghoſt, it doth ſo continually. It ſtirreth in 
the Soul by one Act or other conſtantly, almoſt as 
the Blood in the Veins. This the Apoſtle calls its 
Tempting. Jam. i. 14. Every Man is tempited 

his own Luft. Now what is it to be tempted? It 
is to have that-propoſed to a Man's Conſideration, 
which if he cloſe with, it is Sin unto him. This 


. ** 
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is Sin's Trade. It is raifing up in the Heart, and 
ſing to the Mind and Affections, that which 
vil, trying, as it were, whether the Soul will 
cloſe with its Suggeſtions, or how far it can carry 


them on, though it do not wholly prevail. It is 


reſtlefly and continually raiſing up, and propoſing 
innumerable various Forms and Appearances of E. 
vil, in this or that Kind, indeed in every Kind, 
that the Nature of Man is capable to exerciſe Cor- 
ruption in. Something or other, in Matter, or 
Manner, or Circumſtance, inordinate, unſpiritual, 
unanſwerable unto the Rule, it hatcheth 11 * 
For unto the Soul. 


1L2. ] Turn is its particular Way of contend- 
ing, it Fights or Wars; that is, it acts with Rn 
and Violence, as Men do in War. 


1.) Ir Luſts, ſtirring and moving Inordinate 
Figments in the Mind, Deſires in the Appetite and 
men But, 


— Fr reſts not there, ember; Iruppek, 
eth and purſueth its 8 with Earneſtneſs, 
— and Vigour, fighting, and contending, 


and warring to obtain its Purpoſe. Would it meer- 


ly propoſe Things, and immediately acquieſce in 
the Sentence of the Mind that the "Thin is Evil 
againſt GoD, and not farther to be inſi - on, 
much Sin might be prevented. But it reſts not 
here, it proceeds to carry on its Deſign, and that 
with Earneftneſs and Contention. P; 


| Now this P Fightin or Warring of Sin conſiſt ia 
two Things: | 


(( In its Rebellion ain Grace. 


(2. In 
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(2. In its aſſaulting the Soul, contending for 


\ 


Rule over it. 
Tuis Rebellion appears in two Things: 


1.J In the O poſition it makes to the general 
Purpoſe of the Soul. 


2. ] In the Oppoſition it makes to particular 
Duties. 0 
1. ] In the Oppoſition it makes to the general 
Purpoſe of the Soul. There is none in whom is 
the Spirit of Chriſt, but it is his general Deſign 
to walk in Conformity to Him in all Things. 
Even from the inward Frame of the Heart, to 
the whole Compaſs of his outward Actions, ſo it 
is with him. This the Apoſtle ſets forth, Phil. 
iii. 12, 13, 14. Not as though I had already at- 
tained, either were already perfect; but I follow af- 
ter, if that I may peas os that Fa which alſo 1 
am apprehended of Chriſt Jeſus. Brethren, I count 
not myſelf to have apprehended, but this one Thing 1 
dn, forgetting thoſe Things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto thoſe Things which are before, I 
preſs toward the Mark for the Prize of the High 
Calling of Gop in Chriſt Jeſus. He uſeth three 
Words excellently exprefling the Soul's univerſal 
Purſuit of this Purpoſe of Heart in Cleaving to 
Gop. Firſt, ſaith he, du; ver. 12. I follow af- 
ter: The Word ſignifies properly to perſecute, which 
with what Earneſtneſs and Diligence it is uſually 
done, we know. Secondly, 1 r Teen; I reach 
forward, Reaching with great Intention of Spirit 
and Affections. It is a great and conſtant En- 
deavour that is expreſſed in that Word. Thirdly, 
zara oxowy hie, I preſs towards the Mark, that 
is, Even as Men that are running for a Prize. 1 
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ſet forth the Vigour, Earneſtneſs, Diligence and 
Conſtancy that is uſed in the Purſuit of this Purpoſe, 
And this the Nature of the Principle of Grace re- 
quireth in them in whom it is. But yet we ſee 
with what Failings their Purſuit of this Courſe is 
attended. The Frame of the Heart is chan 
the Heart is ſtolen away, the Affections intangled, 
Eruptions of Unbelief and diſtemper'd Paſſions 
diſcover'd, carnal Wiſdom with all its Atten- 
dances are ſet on Work, all contrary to the ge- 
neral Principle and Purpo Ne of the Soul. And all 
this from the Rebellion c of this Law of Sin, ſtir- 
ring up the Heart to Diſobedience. 


2.] IT rebels alſo in Reſpect to 8 OE 
ties. It raiſeth a Combuſtion in the Soul 
the particular Commands of the Law of . 
Take an Inſtance in Prayer. A Man addrefleth 
himſelf unto that Duty, he would not only perform 
it, but he would perform it in that Manner that 
the Nature of the Duty, and his own Condition 
require. He would pray in the Spirit, fervently, 
with Sighs and Groans that cannot be uttered ; in 
Faith with Love and Delight, pouring forth his 
Soul to the Lok p; but he often ſhall find a Re- 
bellion, a Fightin of the Law of Sin in this Mat- 
ter. He ſhall 455 
who tho't to do all Things. I do not ſay, that it is 
thus always, but it is ſo when Sin wars and rebels, 


which expreſfeth an eſpecial Acting of its Power. 


(2. Ir doth not only rebel, but it aſſaults the 


Soul; it ſets upon the Law of the Mind and Grace, 
which is the ſecond Part of its Warring, 1 Pet. 


l. II. 750 fight, or war againſt the Soul. Jam. iv. 1. 


They fight, or war in your Members. Peter ſhews 
2 I fight inſt, namely the Soul, and the 
Law of Grace Kere 


eee es 


ifficulty to get any Thing done, 


rein: Fame what they eh, 
1 


88. 
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by, namely the Members, or the Corruption that 
is in our mortal Bodies. Arrirgaredse d is to rebel 
againſt a ſuperior, 5garuoWes is to aſſault or war for 
Superiority, It takes the Part of an Aſſailant as 
well of a Reſiſter. It makes Attempts for Rule 

and Sovereignty, as well as oppoſeth the Rule of 
Grace. Now all War and Fighting hath ſome- 
what of Violence in it, and there is therefore ſome 
Violence in that Acting of Sin, which the Scrip- 
ture calls Fighting and Warring. And this aſ- 
failing Efficacy of Sin, as diſtiriguiſhed from its 
| Rebelling, conſiſts in the ſe Things. N. 


I.] All its poſitive Actings in ſtirring up to Sin 
by the Vanity of the Mind, or the Senſuality of 
the Affections, it ſets upon the Soul, when the 
Law of Grace is not actually putting it on Duty, 
ſo that therein it doth not rebel, but aſſault. 


2.] Irs 8 ſeems to be noted in this 
Expreſſion. Enemies in War are reſtleſs, preſ- 
ſing and importunate. So is the Law of Sin. 
Doth it ſet upon the Soul? Caſt off its Motions, 
it returns; rebuke them by the Power of Grace, 
they withdraw for awhile, and return again. Set 
before them the Croſs of Chri/t, they Sa thoſe 
that came to take Him. They went backwards, 
and fell unto the Ground, but they aroſe again 
and laid Hands on Him. Sin gives Place for a 
deaſon, but returns and preſſeth on the Soul again. 
Mind it of the Love of Gop in Chrift, though 
it be ſtricken, yet it gives not over. Preſent 
Hell-fire unto it, it ruſheth into the Midſt of thoſe 
Flames: Reproach it with its Folly and Madneſs, 
it knows no Shame, but preſſeth on ſtill. Let 
the Thoughts of the Mind ftrive to fly from it, 
it follows as on the Wings of the Wind. And 
by this . am it wearies and wears out the 

Vor. XVII. X Soul, 
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Soul, and if the greater Remedy, Ram. viii. 13. 
come not timely, it prevails to a Conqueſt. There 
is nothing more marvellous nor dreadful in the 
Working of Sin, than this its Importunity. The 
Soul knows not what to make of it; it diſlikes, 
abhors, abominates the Evil it tends to; it de- 
ſpiſeth the Thoughts of it, hates them as Hell, 
and yet is by itſelf impoſed on with them. 


.] Ir carries on its War, by entangling the 
Affections, and drawing them into a Combination 
againſt the Mind. Let Grace be enthroned in 
the Mind, yet if Sin entangles the Affections, it 
hath gotten a Foot from whence it continually af- 
ſaults the Soul. Hence the great Duty of Mor- 
tihcation is chiefly directed to take Place upon 
the Affections, Col. iii. 5. Mortify therefore your 
Members which are upon the Earth, Fornication, 
Uncleanneſs, inordinate Action, Concupiſcence and 
Covetouſneſs which is Idolatry. The Members that 
are upon the Earth, are our Affections. For in 
the outward Part of the Body, Sin is not ſeated: 
In particular, not Covetouſneſs which is there in- 
numerated to be mortified amongſt our Members, 
that are on the Earth. Vea, after Grace hath taken 
Poſſeſſion of the Soul, the Affections the princi- 
pal Seat of the Remainders of Sin. And when 
Sin can poſſeſs any Affection, Love, Delight, 
Fear, it will make fearful Aſſaults upon the Soul. 
For Inſtance, hath it got the Love of any one 
entangled with the World, the Luft of the Fleſh, 
the Luſt of the Eyes, or the Pride of Life? How 
will it take Advantage on every Occaſion, to 
break in upon the Sou]. It ſhall do nothing, at- 
tempt nothing, be in no Place, or Company, per- 
form no Duty, private or publick, but Sin will 
have one Blow or other at it; it will be one Way 
or other ſolliciting for itſelf. 8 3 
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THis is the Sum of what we ſhall offer on 
this Acting of Sin in fighting and warring againſt 
our Souls, which is ſo often mentioned in Scrip- 
ture. And a due Conſideration of it is of no ſmall 
Advantage unto us, eſpecially to bring us unto 
ſelf 1 to teach us to walk humbly and 
mournfully before Gop. There are two Things 
that are ſuited to humble the Souls of Men. And 
they are firſt, A due Conſideration of Gop, and 
then of themſelves. Of Gop in his Greatneſs, 
Glory, Holineſs, Power, Majeſty and Authority; of 
ourſelves in our mean, abject and ſinful Condition. 
Now of all Things in our Condition, there is 
nothing ſo ſuited unto this End, as that which 
lies before us; namely, the vile Remainders of 
Enmity againſt Gop, which are yet in our Hearts 
and Natures. And it is no ſmall Evidence of a 
gracious Soul, when it is willing to ſearch itſelf 
in this Matter, and to be helped therein from a 
Word of Truth. When it is willing that the 
Word ſhould dive into the ſecret Parts of the 
Heart, and rip open whatever of Evil and Corru 
tion lies therein. Moſt Men love to hear of 
Doctrine of Grace, of the Pardon of Sin, of 
free Love, and ſuppoſe they find Food therein; 
but to be breaking up the fallow Ground of their 
Hearts, to be enquiring after the Weeds, and 
Briars that grow in them, they delight not fo 
much. Though this be no leſs neceſſary than 
the other. 'This Path is not ſo-beaten as that of 
Grace, though it be the only Way to come to a 
true Knowledge of Grace itſelf. It may be ſome 
who are wiſe in other Truths, may yet be ſo little 
ſkilled in ſearching their own Hearts, that they may 
be ſlow in the Perception of theſe Things. But 
this Sloth and Neglect is to be ſhaken off, if we 
| have any Regard to our own Souls. It were to 
be wiſh'd, that we would all apply our Hearts 
1 X 2 more 
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more to this Work, even to come to a true Un. 
derſtanding of the Nature, Power and Subtilty of 


this our Adverſary, that our Souls may be hum- 


bled; and that, 


I. In walking with Gop. His Delight is 

with the Humble, thoſe that tremble at his Word 
the Mourners in Sion, and ſuch are we only, when 
we have a due Senſe of our own vile Condition, 
This will beget Reverence of Gop, Senfe of our 


Diſtance from Him, Admiration of his Grace 


and Condeſcenſion, a due Valuation of Mercy. 


2. In walking with others, it lays in Proviſion 
to prevent thoſe great Evils of judging, fpiritual 


Unmercifulnefs, harſh Cenſuring. his will 


lead us to Meekneſs, Compaſſion, Readineſs to 
forgive, to paſs by Offences, even when we ſhall 
conſider what is our State, as the Apoſtle plain] 

declares, Gal. vi. 1. The Man that underſtan 

the Evil of his own Heart, is the only fruitful and 
ſolidly believing and obedient Perſon. Others 
are ft only to delude themſelves, to diſquiet Fa- 


mihes, Churches, and all. Relations whatever. 


Let us conſider our Hearts wiſely, and then go 


and fee if we can be proud of our Gifts, our 
Graces, our Enjoyments. Let us go then and 


judge, condemn, reproach others that have been 
tempted; we ſhall find a great Inconſiftency in 
theſe Things. | 


Tux third Thing affigned to this Law of Sin 
in its Oppoſition unto Gop. What is contained 
is this Expreſſion, ſhall be declared in the enſuing 
Obſervations. . | 


1. IT is not directly the Power of Sin that is 


"Wie: expreſſed, but its Succeſs, But Succeſs is 


the 


. W neee 
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the greateſt Evidence of Power, and leading Cap- 
tive in War is the Heighth of Succeſs. 


2. IT leads the Soul Captive unto the Law of 
Sin, Not to this or that particular Sin, but to 
the Law of Sin. Go p ordereth Things ſo, and 
gives out ſuch Supplies of Grace unto Believers, 
that they ſhall not be made a Prey unto this or 
that particular Sin. | 


3. Tris leading Captive argues a Prevalency 

againſt the contrary Actings of the Will. The 
Will oppoſeth, and makes Head, as it were, againſt 
the Working of Sin. And herein conſiſts the 
Luſting of the Spirit againſt the Fleſh, Gal. v. 
17. That is, the Contending of Grace to expell 
and ſubdue it. | | 


1.) THAT the Power of Sin is great; and this 
appears in its Prevalency unto Captivity, againſt 
the Actings and Contendings of the Will for Li- 
berty from it. Had it no Oppoſiticn made unto 
it, or were its Adverſary weak, negligent, ſloth- 
ful, it were no great Evidence of its Power, that 
it made Captives. But its prevailing againſt Di- 
ligence, — Watchfulneſs, the conſtant Re- 
nitency of the Will, this evinceth its Efficacy, 

2.) Ts leading Captive intimates Succeſs. Had 
it not Succeſs in particular, it could not be ſaid at all 
to lead Captive. Rebel it might, aſſail it might, but 
it cannot be ſaid to lead Captive without ſome Suc- 
ceſſes. And there are ſeveral Degrees of the Succeſs 
of Sin in the Soul. Sometimes it obtaineth theCon- 
ſent of the Will, but is caſt out by Grace, and 
proceeds no farther. Sometimes it wearies and 
entangles the Soul, that it turns afide, as it were, 
and leaves contending, which is a Succeſs alſo. 
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Taz Fourth and laſt Degree of the Oppoſition 


made by the Law of Sin to Gon, and the Law of his 
Will and Grace, is in its Rage and Madneſs. There 


is Madneſs in its Nature, Eccleſ. ix. 3. The Heart 


the Sons of Men is of evil, and Madneſs is 
2 rd The — — the Heart of — 


is full of by Nature, is that Indwelling Sin where · 


of we ſpeak. And this is ſo in their Heart, that 
it riſeth up unto Madneſs. The Holy Ghoſt ex- 
133 this Rage of Sin by a fit Similitude which 


e uſeth in ſundry Places, as Fer. ii. 24. Heſ. 


viii. 9. It maketh Men as a wild Afs; ſhe tra- 
verfeth her Ways, and ſnuffeth up the Wind, 
and runneth whither her Mind leads her. We 


Rage of Sin. 


1. Fox the Nature of it, it ſeems to conſiſt in 
a violent, heady, Preſſing unto Evil. Violence, 
Importunity and Pertinacy are in it. It is the 
Torturing of the Soul by any Sin to force its Con- 
ſent. It riſeth up in the Heart, is denied by the 
Law of Grace, and rebuked; it returns and ex- 
erts its Poiſon again; the Soul is ſtartled, caſts it 
off; it returns again with new Violence and Im- 
portunity, the Soul cries out for Help and Delive- 
rance, looks round about to all Springs of Gof- 
pel Grace, trembles at the furious Aflaults of 
Sin, and caſts itſelf into the Arms of Chr:/? for 
Deliverance. And if it be not able to take that 
Courſe, it is foiled and hurried up and down 
through the Mire of fooliſh inations, corrupt 
and noiſome Luſts; which and tear it, as if 
they would devour its whole fpiritual Life and 
Power. This is plain Madneſs and Fury. We 
need-not ſeek far for Inſtances, we ſee Men mad 
on their Luſts every Day; and which is the worſt 


may a little conſider what hes in this Madneſs 
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Kind of Madneſs, their Luſts do not rage ſo 
much in them, as they rage in the Purſuit of 
them. Are thoſe greedy Purſuits of Things in the- 
World, which we ſee ſome Men engaged in any 
Thing elſe but plain Madneſs? Gop, who ſeareh- 
eth the Hearts of Men, knows that the moſt of 
Things that are done with other Pretences in, the 
World, are nothing but the Actings of Men, mad 
and furious in the Purſuit of their Luſts. 


2. Six riſeth not unto this Heighth ordinarily, 
but when it hath got a double Advantage. | 


(1.) THAT is, be provoked, enraged and: 
heighten'd by ſome great Temptation. Tho gh 
it be a Poiſon in itfelf, yet being inbred in Na- 
ture, it grows not violently outragious, without 
the Contribution of. ſome new Poiſon of Satan 
unto it in a ſuitable Temptation. 


(2.) IT muſt be advantaged by ſome former 
Entertainment. Sin grows not to this Height at 
its firſt Aſſault. Had it not been ſuffered to make 
its Entrance, had there not been ſome Yielding 
in the Soul, this had not come about. The great 
Wiſdom of the Soul in dealing with Indwelling 
Sin, is to put a violent Stop unto its Be ginnings. 
Venture all on the firſt Die, rather than yield one 
Step. If through the Deceit of Sin, or the Neg-- 
ligence of the Soul, or its carnal Confidence, it. 
makes any Entrance into the Soul, and finds any 
Entertainment, it gets Strength and Power, and 
inſenſibly ariſeth to the Frame under Conſidera- 
tion. Thou hadſt never had the Experience of 
the Fury of Sin, if thou hadſt not been content 
with ſome of its Dalliances. Hadſt thou not 
brought up this Servant, this Slave delicately, it 
would not have now preſumed beyond a. _ | 
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Now when the Law of Sin, in any Particular, 
hath got this double Advantage, the Furtherance 
of a vigorous Temptation, and ſome Prevalen 


formerly obtained, whereby it is let into the | 


Strengths of the Soul, it often riſeth up to this. 
e e e 


dp © ol 
. Indwelling Six proved to be deceitful. 


HE ſecond Way whereby Indwelling Sin 
works, is by Fraud. It adds, Deceit unto 

Power. The Efficacy of that muſt needs 
be great, and is carefully to be watched againſt, 
by all ſuch as value their Souls. 


Tur Sin is deceitful, we have the expreſs 
Teſtimony of the Holy Ghoſt, as Heb. iii. 13. 
Take FHeed that ye be not harden'd by the Bree 
neſs of Sin. Deceitful it is, take Heed of it, 
watch againſt it, or it will produce its utmoſt Ef- 
fect in hardening the Heart againſt Gop. It is 
on the Account of Sin that the Heart is ſaid to be 
deceitful above all Things, Jer. xvii, 9. Take a 
Man in other Things, and as Fob ſpeaks, tho' 
he would be wife and crafty, he is like the wild 
As Colt, Job xi. 12, a poor, vain, empty, No- 


thing. But conſider his Heart on the Account 
of this Law of Sin, it is crafty and deceitful above 
all Things. They are wiſe to do Evil, ſaith the 


Apoſtle, but to de Good they know not, Jer. iv. 22. 
To the ſame Purpoſe ſpeaks the Apoſtle, Epheſ. 
iv. 2. The old Man is corrupt according to deceitful 


Lufts, Every Luſt, which is a Branch of this 


Law 
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Law of Sin, is deceitful; and where there is Poi- 
ſon in every Stream, the Fountain muſt needs be 
corrupt. No particular Luſt, hath any Deceit. 
in it, but what is communicated unto it from this 


Fountain of all actual Luſt, this Law of Sin. 


Hence are thoſe manifold Cautions that are 
given us to take Heed, that we be not deceived, 
if we would take Heed that we do not Sin. See 
Eph. v. 6. 1 Cor. vi. 9. 1 Cor. w. 33 Gat. 
vi. 7. LCuke xxi. 8. From all which Teſtimo- 
nies we may learn the Influence that Deceit hath 
into Sin, and conſequently the Advantage that Sin 
has to put forth its Power by its Deceitfulneſs: 
Where it prevails to deceive, it fails not to bring 
forth its Fruit, fs 


Tax Ground of this Efficacy of Sin by Deceit 


is taken from the Faculty of the Soul affected 
with it. Deceit properly affects the Mind; it is 
the Mind that is deceived. When Sin attempts 
any other Way of Entrance into the Soul, as by 
the Affections, the Mind retaining its right So- 
vereignty, is able to give Check and Controul 
unto it. But where the Mind is tainted, the 
Prevalency muſt be great. For the Mind or Un- 
derſtanding is the leading Faculty of the Soul. 
Hence it is, that though the Entanglement of the 
Affections be oft Times moſt troubleſome, yet 
the Deceit of the Mind is always moſt dange-. 
rous; and that becauſe of the Place that it poſ- 
ſeſſeth in the Soul, as to all its Operations. Its 
Office is to guide, direct, chooſe and lead; and 
if the Light that is in us be Darkneſs, how great is 
that Darkneſs ! 5 


Ax p this will farther appear, if we conſider 
the Nature of Deceit in general. It conſiſts in 
preſenting to the Mind, Things otherwiſe than 
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| are. This is the general Nature of Deceit, 
and it prevails many Ways. It hides what ought 
to be ſeen and conſidered, conceals Circumſtances 
and Conſequences, preſents what is not, or Thing 
as they are not. This is the Nature of Deceit; it 
IS a — of a Matter under Diſguiſe, 
. Hiding that which is undeſirable, - propoſing that 
which indeed is not in it, that the Mind may make 
a falſe Judgment of it. 


AGAIN, Deceit hath Advantage by the Way of 
Management, which is inſeparable from it. lt is 
always carried on by Degrees, by little and little, that 
the Whole of the Deſign be not at once diſcovered, 
Stephen tell us, that the King of Egypt dealt ſubtilly 
or deceitfully with their Eindred, As vii. 19. 
How he did it we may ſee, Exod. i. He did not at 
firſt fall to killing them, but ſays Verſe 10. Cone 
let us deal wiſely; beginning to oppreſs them. This 
brings forth their Bondage, Verſe 11. Having got 
this Ground to make them Slaves, he proceeds to 
deſtroy their Children, Verſe 16. He fell not on 
them all at once, but b ees. And this may j 
ſuffice to ſhew in _ that Sin is deceitful and 
| 


the Advantages it hath thereby. 


For the Manner and Progreſs of Sin in work- 
ing by Deceit, we have it fully expreſſed, James i. 
14. 15. Every Man is tempted when he is draun | 
away of his own Luft, and enticed ; then when Luft 
bath Conceived it bringeth forth Sin, and Sin when 
it is finiſhed bringeth forth Death. This Place de- 
claring the Whole of what we aim at in this Mat- 
ter, muſt be particularly inſiſted on. 3 180 


In the foregoing Verſe, the Apoſtle manifeſts 
that Men are willing to five the old Trade, which 
our firſt Parents at the Entrance of Sin ſet up with, 
2 | namely, 
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namely, excuſing themſelves in their Sins, and caſt- 
ing the Occaſion and Blame of them on others. It 
is not, ſay they, from themſelves, their own Na- 
ture and Inclinations, that they have committed 
ſuch Evils, but meerly from their Temptations. ' 
And if they know not where to fix the Evil of thoſe 


Temptations, they will lay them on Gop Himſelf, 


rather than go without an Excuſe. This Evil in 
the Hearts of Men, the Apoſtle rebuketh, Verſe 13. 
Let no Man ſay when he is tempted, I am tempted of 
GOD, for GoD cannot be tempted of Evil, neither 
tempteth He any Man. And to ſhew the Juſtneſs 
of this Reproof, he diſcovers the true Cauſes of the 
Riſe and Progreſs of Sin, manifeſting that the whole 


| Guilt of it lies upon the Sinner, and that the whole 


Puniſhment of it, if not graciouſly prevented, will 
be his Lot alſo, „ 1 


We may obſerve in the Words, 


1. Tye End aimed at in all the Actings of Sin, 
or the Tendency of it in its own Nature, and that 
is Death; Sin wa, Fi it is finiſhed bringeth forth Death; 
the everlaſting Death of the Sinner ; pretend what 
it will, this is the End it aims at and tends to. Hid- 
ing of Ends and Deſigns, is the principal Property 


of Deceit. This Sin doth to the utmoſt; other 


Things innumerable it pleads,. but not that it aims 
at the Death, the everlaſting Death of the Soul. 
And a fixed Apprehenſion of this End of every Sin, 
is a bleſſed Means to prevent its Beguiling. 


2. Tas general Way of its Acting towards that 
End, is by Temptation ; every Man is tempted of 
his own Luft. Every Man is tempted, that is, eve- 
ry Man is beguiled or deceived by his own Luft, or 
indwelling Sin, which are the ſame, 


THE 
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Tu Degrees whereby Sin proceedeth in this 
Work of Tempting or Decetving, are five. 

(2 Tus firſt of theſe conſiſt in drawing away, 
every Aan is tempted when he is drawn away of his 


(2.) Taz ſecond in enticing; and is enticed. 
(3) Tas third, in the Conception of Sin; wer 
Luft hath conceived, when the Heart is enticed, then 
Luft conceives in it. 


( 4.) Tus fourth is the bringing forth of Sin in 
its actual Accompliſhment, when Luft hath conceiv- 
ed it brings forth Sin. | 


(F.) The fiſth is, the filling up of the Meaſure 
of it, whereby the End originally deſigned by Luſt 
is brought about; Sin when it is finiſbed, bringeth 
forth Death. As naturally and neceſlarily bringeth 
forth Sin, ſo-Sin finiſhed, infallibly procureth eter- 
nal Death. : 


1 SHALL principally conſider the three firſt, 
ou rein the main Strength of the Deceit of Sin doth 
(I.) Tus firſt Thing which Sin is ſaid to do, 
working in a Way of Deceit, is to draw away, or 
to draw off. Whence a Man is faid to be drawn 


off, or drawn away, and diverted, namely from 
attending to a Courſe of Obedience and Holineſs. 
Tux firſt Thing that Sin aims at in its deceitful 
Working, is to draw off and divert the Mind from 


| THERE 


| 
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THERE are two Things which belong to the 


Mind, in that ſpecial Office which it hath about 
the Obedience which Gop requireth 


[.] To keep itſelf and the whole Soul in ſuch 
a Poſture, as may render it ready to all Duties of 
Obedience, and watchful againſt all Inticements to 

the Conception of Sin. = 


[2.] In particular, carefully to attend unto all 
particular Actions, that they be performed as Gon 
requireth, for Matter, Manner, Time and Seaſon, 
agreeable unto his Will, as alſo for the obviating 
all particular Tenders of Sin in Things forbidden. 
In theſe two Things conſiſts the whole Duty of the 
Mind of a Believer. And from both of them doth 
Iadwelling Sin endeavour to draw it off. 8 


[1.] Tx firſt of theſe is, the Duty of the Mind, 
in Reference to the general Frame and Courſe of 
the whole Soul; and hereof two Things may be 
conſidered. (I.) That it is founded in a due, con- 
ſtant Conſideration, of ourſelves, of Sin and its 
Vileneſs; of Gop, and of his Goodneſs. And both 
theſe doth Sin labour to draw it off from. (2.) In 
attending to thoſe Duties which are ſuited to obvi- 
ate the Working of Sin, in an eſpecial Manner. 


(I.) IT endeavours to draw it off from a due 


Conſideration, and Senſibleneſs of its own Vileneſs, 


and the Danger wherewith it is attended. This in 
the firſt Place we ſhall inſtance in. A due conſtant 
Conſideration of Sin in its Nature, in all its aggra- 
vating Circumſtances, in its End and Tendency, 
eſpecially as repreſented in the Blood and Croſs of 
Chri/t, ought always to abide with us. He that 


walketh humbly walketh ſafely. This is the Deſign 


of Peter's Advice, 1 Epift. i. 17. Paſs the Time of 
Vel. XVIII. Y your 
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pour ſojourning here in Fear. After he himſelf had 
miſcarried by another Frame of Mind, he gives this 
Advice to all Believers; it is not a fervile Fear, 
rplexing the Soul, but ſuch a Fear as may keep 
en conſtantly calling upon the Father, with Re- 
ference to the final Judgment, that they may be 
reſerved from Sin whereof they were in ſo great 
3 which he adviſes them to: F ye call on 
the Father, who without Reſpect of Perſons judgeth 
according to every Maus Work, paſs the Time of your 
ſojourning here in Fear. This is the humble Frame 
of Soul, and how 1s this obtained? How is this 
preſerved? No otherwiſe but by a conſtant deep 
Apprehenſ:on of the Evil, Vileneſs and Danger of 
Sin. So was it wrought, ſo was it kept up in the 
approved Publican : GO be merciful, ſaith he, to 
me a Sinner. Senſe of Sin kept hym humble, and 
Humility made Way for his Acceſs to a Teſtimo- 
ny of the Pardon of Sin. K 


F Is therefore in the firſt Place, doth the Law 
of Sin put forth its Deceit in, namely to draw the 
Mind from this Frame. It ſecretly and inſenſibly in- 
ſinuates leflening, excuſing, extenuating Thoughts 
of it ; or it draws it off from pondering upon it, 
from being converſant about it. And if after the 


Heart of a Man hath through the Word, Spirit and 


Grace of Chri/t been made tender, ſoft, deeply ſen- 
ſible of Sin, it becomes on any Account, or by any 
Means, to have leis, fewer, or lighter, or leſs af- 
fecting Thoughts of it, the Mind of that Man is 
drawn away by the Deceitfulneſs of Sin. 


THERE are two Ways amongſt others, whereby 
the Law of Sin endeavours deceitfully to draw off 
the Mind from this Duty. 


ta) Ir 


Indivelling S1N in BRLIE VERS. 267 
(.) Ir doth it by an horrible Abuſe of Goſpel 
Grace. There is in the Goſpel a Remedy provided 
ep inſt the whole Evil of Sin, the Filth, the Guilt 
e- it, with all its dangerous Conſequents. It is the 
de Doctrine of the Deliverance of the Souls of Men 
at from Sin and Death. A Diſcovery of the gracious 
0 Will of GoÞ towards Sinners by Feſus Chri/e. 
h What now is the genuine Tendency of this Doc- 
r trine, of this Diſcovery of Grace ? This the Apoſ- 
e tle declares, Titus ii. 11, 12. The Grace of GoD 
$ that bringeth Salvation, hath appeared to all Men, 
) teaching us, that denying Tngodlineſs and worldly 
f Lufts, we ſhould live Soberly, Righteoufly, and Godly 
| in this preſent World. This it teacheth, this we 
| ought to learn by it. Hence univerſal Holineſs is 
called a Converſation that becometh the Goſpel, Phil. 
i. 27. It becomes it as that which is anſwerable to 
its End, as that which it requires, and which it 
ought to be improved to. And accordingly it doth 
produce this Effect where the Word is received 
and preſerved in a ſaving Light. But herein doth 
the Deceit of Sin interpoſe itfelf. It ſeparates be- 
tween the Doctrine of Grace, and the Uſe and End 
of it. It ſtays upon its Notions, and intercepts its 
Influences in its proper Application. From the 
Doctrine of the aſſured Pardon of Sin, it inſinuates 
a Regardleſſneſs of Sin. God in Chriſi makes the 
Propoſition, and Satan and Sin make the Conclu- 


hon. | 


IxpEED in Oppoſition to this Deceit lies much 
of the Wiſdom of Faith, and Power of Goſpel 
Grace. When the Mind is fully poſſeſſed with, and 
caſt habitually and firmly into the Mould of Goſ- 
pel Truth, about the full and free Forgiveneſs of 
all Sins in the Blood of Chriſt, then to be able to 
keep the Heart always in a deep humbling Stnſe of 
Sin, Abhorrency of it, and Self-abaſement for it, is 

V2 a great 
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a great Effect of Goſpel Wiſdom. This is the Trial 
and Touchſtone of Goſpel Light. If it keep the 
Heart ſenſible of Sin, lowly, and broken on that 
Account ; if it Teach us to water a free Pardon 
with Tears, to deteſt forgiven Sin, to watch dili- 
gently for the Ruin of that, which yet ſhall never 
ons us, it is Divine, from Above, of the Spirit of 
race. 


HENCE it comes to paſs, that ſometimes we ſee 
Men walking in a bondage Frame of Spirit all their 
Days, low in their Light, mean in their Appre- 
henſions of Grace, fo that it is hard to diſcern whe- 
ther covenant in their Principles they belong unto; 
whether they are under the Law, or under Grace, 
* walk with a more conſcientious Tenderneſs of 

inning, than many who are advanced into 4. 
Degrees of Light and Knowledge than they. Not 
that the ſaving Light of che Goſpel, is not the only 
Principle of the Goſpel; but through the Deceit- 
fulneſs of Sin variouſly abuſed to countenance the 
Soul in manifold Neglect of Duties, and to draw 
off the Mind from a due Conſideration of the Na- 
ture, Deſert, and Danger of Sin. And this is done 
ſeveral Ways. 


[1.] THE Soul having frequent Need of Relief 
by Goſpel Grace againſt a Senſe of the Guilt of Sin, 
comes at length to make it a common and ordina- 
ry Thing, and ſuch as may be ſlightly performed. 

aving found a good Medicine for its Wounds ; 
it comes to apply it ſlightly, and rather ſkinneth o- 
yer, than cureth its Sores. A little leſs Earneſtneſs, 
a little leſs Diligence ſerves every Time, until the 
Soul begins to ſecure itſelf of Pardon in Courſe. 


And this tends directly to draw off the Mind from 


its conſtant and univerſal Watchfulneſs againſt Sin. 


He whoſe Light hath made his Way of Acceſs 1 n 
15 or 
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for the obtaining of Pardon, if he be not very 
watchful, is far more apt to become formal, and 
careleſs in his Work, than he who by Reaſon of 
Miſts and Darkneſs, beats about to find his Wa 
to the Throne of Grace. As a Man that hath of- 
ten travelled a Road paſſeth on without Regard'or 
Enquiry ; but he who is a Stranger unto it, obſerv- 
ing all Turnings, and enquiring of all Paſſengers, 
ſecures his Journey beyond the other. 


[2.] Tr Deceitfulneſs of Sin takes Advan- 
tage from the Doctrine of Grace, by many Ways 
to extend the Bounds of the SouPs Liberty beyond 
what Gop hath aſſigned. Some have never thought 
themſelves free from legal Bondage, until they have 
been brought into the Confines of Senſuality, and 
ſome into the Depths of it. 1 | 


* 5 * * 9 2 


[z.] In Times of Temptation this Deceitfulneſs 
of Sin, will argue expreſly for Sin from Goſpel 
Grace; at leaſt it will plead for theſe two Things: 


(1.) THAT there is not Need of ſuch a ſevere 
Contending againſt it: If it cannot divert the Mind 
wholly from attending to Temptations to oppoſe 
them, yet it will endeavour to draw them off, as 
to the Manner of their Attendance. They need 
not uſe that Diligence which at firſt the Soul ap- 
prehends to be neceſſary. 


(2.) Ir will be tendering Relief as to the Event 

. of Sin, that it ſhould not turn to the Deſtruction 
of the Soul, becauſe it may be pardoned by Grace. 

And this is true, this is the great and only Relief 

of the Soul againft Sin. But when it is pleaded and 
remembered by the Deceitfulneſs of Sin in Compli- 

ance with Temptation, then it is Poiſon; Poiſon 

is mixed in every Drop of this Balſam, to the Dan- 

| * 3 | ger, 
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pers if not Death of the Soul. And this is the firſt 
ay whereby the Deceitfulneſs of Sin draws off the | 
Mind from a due Attendance unto that Senſe of its 
Vileneſs, which alone is able to keep it in that 
humble, ſelf abaſed Frame that is acceptable with 
Gop. It makes the Mind careleſs, as though its 
2 were needleſs, becauſe of the Abounding of 
race. 9 


[2.] S1N takes Advantage to Work by its De- 
ceit in this Matter of drawing off the Mind from a 
due Senſe of it, from the State and Condition of 
Men in the World. I ſhall only give one Inſtance; 
Men in their younger Days have naturally their Af- 
fections more quick, vigorous and active. Many 
Things befal Men in their Lives, that take off the 
Edge and Keenneſs of them. But as Men loſe in 
their Affections, they improve in their Underſtand- 
ings. Hence it is, that if what had Place formerly 
in their Affections, do not take Place in their Judg- 
ments, they utterly loſe them, they have no more 
Place in their Souls. But if they are Things that 
come to be fixed in their Minds, they continue a 
high Eſteem for them, and do cleave as cloſe unto 
them, as they did when their Affections were more 
vigorous. It is thus in Things ſpiritual; the chief 
Scat of the Senſibleneſs of Sin, is in the Affections; 
as theſe in natural Youth, are great and Jarge, fo 
are they ſpiritually in ſpiritual Youth. Beſides ſuch 
_ Perſons are newly come off from their Convictions, 
wherein they have been cut to the Heart, and ſo 
made tender. Whatever touches upon a Wound 
is throughly felt: So doth the Guilt of Sin before 
the Wound given by Conviction be thoroughly 
cured. But now when the Affections begin to decay 
AN they begin to decay alſo in Things ſpi- 
ritual. Now 1n theſe Decays, if the Soul not 
Care to fix a deep Senſe of Sin on the Mind. and 

| Judgment, 
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Judgment, thereby perpetually to affect the Heart 
and Affections, it will decay. And here the Deceit 
of the Law of Sin interpoſeth itſelf. It ſuffers a 
Senſe of Sin to decay in the Affections, and diverts 
the Mind from entertaining a due, conſtant, fixed 
Conſideration of it. | And if as the Senſibleneſs of 
the AﬀeCtions decay, if as they grow heavy and ob- 
tuſe, great Wiſdom and Grace be not uſed to fix 
a due denſe of Sin upon the Mind and Judgment, 
which may provoke, -excite, enliven, and ſtir up 
the Aﬀections every Day, great Decays will inſue. 
At firſt, Sorrow, Trouble, Grief, Fear, affected the 
Mind, and would give it no Reſt. If afterwards the 
Mind do not affect the Heart with Sorrow, the Soul 
will be in Danger of being hardened. And theſe 
are ſome of the Ways whereby the Deceit of Sin 
diverts the Mind from its Kt a Watchfulneſs. 


THe ſecond Part of this general Duty of the 
Mind, is to keep a conſtant, holy Conſideration of 
God and his Grace. This evidently lies at the 
Spring - Head of Gofpel-Obedience. The Way 
ab Sin draws off the Mind from this Part of 
its Duty is open and known ſufficiently, though not 
ſufficiently watched againſt. Now this the Scripture 
every where declares to be the Filling of the Minds. 
of Men with earthly Things. This it placeth in 
direct Oppoſition to that heavenly Frame, which. 
is the Spring of Goſpel- Obedience. 


SEVERAL Ways there are whereby the Deceit- 
fulneſs of Sin draws off the Mind in this Particular, 
but the Chief of them is by preſſing theſe Things on 
the Mind under the Notion of Things lawful. So 
all thoſe who excuſe themſelves in the Parable, from 
coming to the Marriage-Feaſt, did it on the Ac- 
count of their being engaged in their. lawful Callings. 


One about his Farm, another his Oxen, the Means 
| | whereby 
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whereby he ploughed in this World. By this Ple 
were the Minds of Men drawn off from that Frame 
of Heavenlineſs which is required to our Walking 
with God, and the Rules of not loving the World, 
or uſing it as if we uſed it not, are hereby neg. 
lected. What Wiſdom, what Watchfulneſs, what 
ſerious frequent Examination of ourſelves is requir- 
ed, to keep our Hearts in an heavenly Frame, in 
the Uſe and Purſuit of earthly "Things. This is 
evident, that the Engine whereby the Deceit of Sin 
draws off the Mind in this Matter, is the Pretence 
of the Lawfulneſs of Things, againſt which very 
few are armed with ſufficient Diligence, Wiſdom, 
and Skill. And this is the firſt Attempt that Indwel- 
ling Sin makes upon the Soul by Deceit : It draws 
away the Mind from a diligent Attention to its 
Courſe, in a due Senſe of the Evil of Sin, and a 
| a and conſtant Conſideration of Gop and his 

race. 
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r 7 
The Deceit of SIN in drawing off the 


MIND from a due Attendance unto 
DuTIEs. 8 


| | VERY Duty performed in the Strength of 
| the Spirit, is contrary to the Law of Sin. But 
| yet there are ſome Duties, which in their own 
| Nature, and by Go D's Appointment, have a pe- 
| culiar Influence into the weakening and ſubduing 
| it. And theſe the Mind of a Believer ought princi- 

pally in his whole Courſe to attend unto. And = 

| | 4 
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doth Sin in its Deceit endeavour principally to draw 
off the Mind from. Two of theſe Duties are, 
Prayer, eſpecially private Prayer ; and Meditation. 
Theſe are as the Blood and Spirits in the Veins, 
that have the ſame Life, Motion, and Uſe. But 
yet becauſe Perſons are generally at a great Loſs in 
this Duty of Meditation; I ſhall give briefly two 
or three Rules for a right Performance of it. 


1. MEpiTaTE of Gop with Gop; that is, 
when we would undertake Thoughts and Medita- 
tions of Gop, his Excellencies, his Properties, his 
Glory, his Majeſty, his Love, his Goodneſs, let it 
be done in a Way of ſpeaking unto Gop, in a deep 
Humiliation and Abaſement of our Souls before 
Him. This will fix the Mind, and draw it forth 
from one Thing to another, to give Glory to Gop 
in a due Manner, and affect the Soul until it be 
brought into that holy Admiration of Gob and De- 
light in Him, which is acceptable unto Him. My 
eaning is, that it be done in a Way of Prayer and 
Praiſe, ſpeaking unto Gop. | 


2. MEDITATE on the Word in the Word ; that 
is, in the Reading of it, conſider the Senſe in the 
particular Paſſages we inſiſt upon, looking to Gon 
for Guidance and Direction in the Diſcovery of His 
Will therein,” and then Labour to have our Hearts 
affected with it. 


3. WHAT we come ſhort of in Evenneſs and 
Conſtancy in theſe Things, let it be made up in 
Frequency. Some are diſcouraged becauſe their 
Minds do not regularly ſupply them with Thoughts 
to carry on their Meditations. Let this be ſupplied 
by frequent Returns of the Mind to the Subject 
propoſed to be meditated upon, whereby new Senſes 

will ſtill be ſupplied. 1 
n THESE 
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(.) Sus w the Suitableneſs and Uſefulneſs of Ml It g 


What Harm it hath already done, and what it is yet 
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Tuksz Duties, I ſay, amongſt others, do make 
an eſpecial . to the very Being and Life 
of Indwelling Sin. They are perpetually deſigning 
its utter Ruin. I ſhall in the Purſuit of our preſent 
Purpoſe, ee TIN 


theſe Duties, unto the Ruining of Sin. 1% 
( 2.) SHEW the Means whereby the Deceitfulnef nat 


of Sin endeavours to draw off the Mind from a due No 


Attendance unto them. 
1.) For the firſt obſerve, * 


(T.) Thx it is the proper Work of the Soul in 
theſe Duties, to conſider all the ſecret Workings 
and Actings of Sin, what Advantages it hath got, 
what "Temptations it is in Conjunction withal, 


farther ready to do. I ſpeak of that Prayer which is 
attended with a due Conſideration of alf the Wants, 
Straits, and Emergencies of the Soul. Without 
this, Prayer is not Prayer; that is, whatever Shew 
it hath, it is no Way uſeful, either to the Glory 
of GoD, or the Good of Men. A Cloud it is 
without Water, driven by the Wind of the Breath 
of Men. Nor was there ever any more preſent 
and effectual Poiſon for Souls found out, than 
the Binding them to a conſtant Form of Words 
in their Prayers, which themſelves do not under- 
ſtand. But in this Kind of Prayer which we in- 
fiſt on, the Spirit of Go v falls in to give his Aſ- 
fiſtance, and that in this very Matter of diſcoverin 

the moſt ſecret prey fo of Sin. Rom. viii. 26. We 


know not what to pray for as we ought, but He helps 
our Infirmities ; He diſcovers our Wants to us, and 
; wherein 
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wherein chiefly we ſtand in Need of Relief. And 
ak we find it by daily Experience, that in Prayer, Be- 
Li Wlievers are led into ſuch Diſcoveries of the ſecret 
ling Work of Sin in their Hearts, as no Conſiderations 
ent could ever have led them into. Ihe Spirit in this 

Duty is as the Candle of the Lord to the Soul, en- 
abling it to ſearch all the inward Parts of the Belly. 

of It gives a holy ſpiritual Light into the Mind, ena- 
| bling it to ſearch the deep and dark Receſſes of the 
Heart, to find out the ſubtile and deceitful Machi- 
nations and Imaginations of Sin therein. Whatever 
Notion there be of it, whatever Power and Preva- 
lency in it, it is laid Hand on, apprehended, brought 
into the Preſence of God, judged, condemned. And 
what can poſſibly be more effectual for its Deſtruc- 
tion ? For together with its Diſcovery, Application 
is made to that Relief which in Fe/us Chri/t is pro- 
vided againſt it, Hence it is the Duty of the Mind, 
to Watch unto Prayer, 1 Pet. iv. 7. To attend di- 
ligently to the Eſtate of our Souls, and to deal fer- 
vently and effectually with Gop about it. The like 
alſo may be ſaid of Meditation, wiſely managed. 


(2.) In this Duty there is wrought upon the Heart 

a deep, full Senſe of the Vileneſs of Sin, with a con- 
{tant renewed Deteſtation of it, which, if any Thing, 
undoubtedly tends to its Ruin. This is one Deſign 
of Prayer, one End of the Soul in it, namely to 
draw forth Sin, to preſent it unto itſelf in its Vile» 
neſs and aggravating Circumſtances, that it may be 
loathed, abhorred, and caſt away as a filthy Thing; 
as Iſa. xxx. 22. He that pleads with Gop for Sin's 
Remiſſion, pleads alſo with his own Heart for its 
Deteſtation, Ho. xiv, 3. Herein alſo Sin is judged 
in the Name of Gop ; tor the Soul in its Confeſion 
ſubſcribes to Gop's Deteſtation of it. There is in- 


deed a Courſe of theſe Duties, which convinced 14 
| ons 


ey 2 i 9 Y * 


- 
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* 
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not for a Moment. And hence it is that often in 


Oppoſition, eſpecially that which is made againſt 


Things, and to oppoſe Sin in all Things. He that 


other Frame, is to flatter 


ſons give up themſelves to, as a meer Covert to their 
Luſt ; they cannot Sin quietly, unleſs they perform 
Duty conſtantly. But that Prayer we ſpeak of is: 
'Thing of another Nature, a Thing that will alloy 
no Compoſition with Sin, much lefs will ſerve the 
Ends of the Deceit of ity as the other formal Prayer 
doth. It will not be bribed into a ſecret Compliance W £1 
with any of the Enemies of Gop, or the Soul, no C. 


this Duty, the Heart is raiſed to the moſt effeQual 
Senſe of Sin, and Deteſtation of it, that the Soul th 
ever obtains in its whole Courſe of Obedience. 


* (3-) Tris is the Way appointed and bleſſed of 
Gop to obtain Strengh and Power againſt Sin, Jan. 
i. 5. Doth any Man lack, let him aſk of Gop, 
Prayer is the Way of obtaining from Gop by Chriſt 
a Supply of all our Wants, Aſſiſtance againſt all 


us by Sin. It is that wherein we call, and upon 
which the Loxpd JEsus comes in to our Succour, 
with a ſuitable Help in a Time of Need, Hieb. 
11. 17. ö | 


© «% as — wy O*. &f 


(4. FAT H in Prayer countermines all the Work- 
ings of the Deceit of Sin; becauſe the Soul doth 
therein conſtantly engage to Gop to oppoſe all Sin 
whatſoever. Pſal. cxix. cvi. I have ſworn, and 1 
will perform it, that I will keep thy righteous Fudg- 
ments. This is the Language of every gracious Soul 
in its Addreſſes to Gop: The inmoſt Parts thereof 
engage themſelves to Gop to cleave to him in all 


cannot do this, cannot pray: To pray with any 
70D with our Lips, which 
He abhorreth. 19908 


AND 


heir 


rm 
0 

$1 
JW 
he 
er 


is it in this Caſe, When the Soul uf a Believer finds 


come 6 
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AND this exceedingly helps a Believer in purſuing 


bin to its Ruin. For, 


[1.] IF there be any ſecret Luſt that lies lurking 
in the Heart, he will find it either riſing up again 
this Engagement, or uſing its Artifices to ſecure it- 
ſelf from it. And hereby it is diſcovered ; and the 
Conviction of the Heart concerning its Evil fur- 
thered and ſtrengthened. Sin makes the moſt cer- 
tain diſcovery of itſelf, and never more evidently 


than when it is moſt ſeverely purſued. 


[2.] IF any Sin be prevalent in the Soul, it will 
weaken it, and take it off from the Univerſality of 
this Engagement unto Gop, it will breed a Slight» 
neſs in it. Now when this is obſerved, it will ex- 
ceedingly awaken a gracious Soul, and ſtir it up to 
look about. As a cauſeleſs Wearineſs and Indiſ- 
poſition of the Body, is looked on as the Sign of an 
approaching Fever, or ſome dangerous Diſtemper, 
which ſtirs up Men to uſe a timely and vigorous 
Prevention, that they be not ſeized upon by it; fo 


an Indiſpoſition to make fervent, ſincere Engage- 
ments of univerſal Holineſs to Gop, it knows that 
there is ſome prevalent Diſtemper in it, finds the 
Place of it, and ſets itſelf againſt it. „ 


[3-] Wri1LsT the Soul can thus conſtantlyengage 
itſelf to God, it is certain that Sin can riſe unto 
no ruinous Prevalency. Yea, it is a Conqueſt over 
Sin, a _ conſiderable Conqueſt, when the Soul 
doth fully and clearly, without any ſecret Reſerve, 

. with Alacrity and Reſolution in ſuch an 
Engagement. | 


| [4-] Ir the Heart be not deceived by curſed Hy- 
pocriſy, this Engagement to Gop will greatly in- 
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fluence it to a peculiar Diligence and Watchfulneſ; 
againſt all Sin. It is otherwiſe in a Senfe and Con- 
ſcience of Engagements againſt Sin made to Gop, 
make it univerſally watchful againſt all its Motions 
and Operations. On theſe, and ſundry other Ac- 
counts, doth Faith in this Duty exert itſelf to the 
Weakning of the Power of Sin. 


Ir then the Mind be diligent to preſerve the Soul 
from the Efficacy of Sin, it will carefully attend to 


this Duty. Here therefore, 


(2.) Six puts forth its Deceit in its own Defence; 
it labours-to divert and draw off the Mind. And 
there are, among others, three Engines, whereby 
it attempts the Accompliſhment of its Deſign. 


(..) Ir makes Advantage of its Wearineſs to the 
Fleſh. There is an Averſation, as hath been de- 
clared in the Law of Sin to all immediate Commu- 
nion with Gop. And this the Deceitfulneſs of Sin 


makes Uſe of, to draw the Heart by inſenſible De- 


ä from a conſtant Attendance unto it. It puts 
in for the Relief of the weak and weary Fleſh. If 
the Mind be not diligently watchful to prevent Inſi- 
nuations from hence, if it dwell not conſtantly on 
thoſe Conſiderations which evidence an Attendance 
unto this Duty, to be indiſpenſible, if it ſtir not up 
the Principle of Grace in the Heart to retain its 
Rule and Sovereignty, and not to be dallied with 
by fooliſh Pretences, it will be drawn off. | 


(2) TRE Deceitfulneſs of Sin makes Uſe of ber 
rupt onings taken from the preſſing Occaſions 
. of Life. Should we attend ſtrictly to all Duties in 


this Kind, we ſhould * our principal Occaſi- 


ons, and be uſeleſs to ourſelves and the World. And 
on tnis general Account, particular Buſineſs 
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WU ffs particular Duties from their due Place. Men 
a have not Leiſure to glorify Gop and fave their own 
, Souls. It is certain that Gop gives us Time enough 
; for all that He requires of us in any Kind in this 
World. No Duties need to juſtle one another ; but 
it is more tolerable that our Duties of Holineſs, 
ſhould intrench on the Duties of our Callings, than 
on the contrary ; and yet neither doth Gop require 
this at our Hands in an ordinary Courſe. How little 
then will He bear with that which is ſo much worſe. 
Yet thus are the Souls of Men beguiled. By ſeveral 
Degrees they are at length driven from their Duty. 


(3.) It deals with the Mind to draw it off from 
Attendance unto this Duty by a Compenſation to. 
be made by other Duties. As Saul thought to com- 
penſate his Diſobedience by Sacrifice. May not the 
fame Duty performad in Publick, or in the Family 
ſuffice? And if the Soul be fo fooliſh as not to an- 
ſwer, Thoſe Things ought to be done, and this not ta 
be left undone, it may be enſnared and deceived. 


(4.) I May add here that which hath Place in 
all the Workings of Sin by Deceit, namely, its 
feeding the Soul with Promiſes and Purpoſes of a 
more diligent Attendance on this Duty when Oc- 
caſions will permit. By this Means it brings the 
Soul to ſay to Convictions of Duty, as Felix did to 
Paul, Go thy Tay for this Time, when I have a con- 
venient Seaſon, I will call for thee. And by this 
Means often the preſent Seaſon, which alone is ours, 
is loſt irrecoverably. | 


 Tartse are ſome of the Ways whereby the De- 
ceit of Sin endeavours to draw off the Mind from 
its due Attendance on this Duty. 


Z 2 Turs 
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Tus will inſtruct us where lies the Beginning 
of our Declenfions and Failings in the 


ays of 
Cop, and that either as to our general Cours, or 
as to our Attendance on eſpecial Duties. And this 


is of great Importance. Gop doth not look at what 


Duties we perform, as to their Number and Tale, 
but whether we do them with that Intention of 
Mind and Spirit which He requireth. Many Men 
perform Duties in a Courſe, and do not, as it were, 
ſo much as think of them. Their Minds are filled 
with other Things, only Duty takes up ſo much of 
their Time. This is but an Endeavour to mock 
Gop, and deceive their own Souls. Would you 


therefore take the true Meaſure of yourſelves : Con- 
fider how it is with you as to your Minds. Con- 


ſider whether, by any of the Deceits mentioned, 
you have not been diverted and drawn away ; and 


f there be any Decays upon you in any Kind, you 


weill find that there hath been the -ave Hg 
them. By one Way or other your Minds have been 


made heedleſs, being beguiled and drawn off from 


their Duty. And this Diſcovery will direct the Soul 
to a ſuitable Way for its Recovery, which will never 
be effected by multiplying of particular Duties, but 
by reſtoring the Mind. e 


| THERE remains the Confideration of the 
of the Mind as to particular Duties and Sins. And 
in the Conſideration of it, we ſhall 125 


1. Surw what is required in Reference to par- 
ticular Duties. * 


2. DrciAxE the Way of the Working of the 


Deceit of Sin to draw it off from its Attendance 
thereto. The like alſo ſhall be done with Reſpect to 
particular Sins. 8 1 


1. WHAT 


EST. A... 
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1. WHAT is required in Reference to particular 


Duties ? 


(r.) Fox the right Performance of any Duty, it 


is not enough that the Thing be performed, but 


that it be univerſally fitted to the Rule of it. Herein 
lies the great Duty of the Mind, namely, to attend 
to the Rule of Duties, and to take Care that all be 
ordered thereby. Our Progreſs in Obedience, is our 
Edification or Building. Now it is but a little Fur- 
therance to a Building, that a Man bring Wood 
and Stones, and heap them up together. They muſt 


be hewed and ſquared, and fitted by Line and Rule, 


if we intend to build. Nor is it to our Edification 


in Faith and Obedience, that we multiply Duties, 


if we heap them one upon another, not according 
to Rule. That they be ſo is the great Duty of the 
Mind, and which with all Diligence it is to attend 
to, Epheſ. v. 15. Walk crcumſpetths exactly, ac- 
curately, that is, diligently in all Things, take Heed 
to the Rule of what you do. e os 

_ (2.) TuERE are ſome ſpecial Things which the 
Rule directs, that the Mind is to attend in every 
Duty. As, | 1 


Ii. Trar 35 to the Matter of it, it be full and 


compleat. When Men will give Alms, or perform 
other Services, but not the Proportion that the Rule 


requireth, and which the Mind by diligent Atten- 


tion to it might diſcover, the whole Duty is vi- 


tiated. 


2. J. As to the Principle of it, that it be done 
in Faith, by actual Derivation of Strength from 


Cbriſt, without whom we can do nothing. It is not 


enough that the Perſon be a Believer, but alſo that 
Faith be peculiarly acted in every Duty. For our 
. 1 whole 
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whole Obedience is the Obedience of ' Faith, Rom, 
i. 5. that is, which the Doctrine of Faith requireth, 
and which the Grace of Faith bringeth forth. This 
therefore ought a Believer diligently to attend: to, 
namely, that every Thing he doth to Gop, be 
done in the Strength of Chri/?; which wherein it 
conſiſteth ought dilgently to be enquired into by 
all who intend to walk with G . 


I3.] Tur Manner of the Performance of every 
Duty is to be regarded. 


Now there are two Things in the Manner of the 


Performance of any Duty which a Believer ought 


to attend to. 


I.) THAT it be done in the Way Gon hath 
preſcribed with reſpect to the outward Performance. 
And this is eſpecially to be regarded in Duties of 
the Worſhip of Gop; the Matter and ' outward 
Manner whereof both fall under his Command. 


2.) Tux Affections in Duties belong to the Per- 
formance of them in the inward Manner. The 
Commands of Gop for Attendance hereto are in- 
numerable, and the Want hereof renders. every 
Duty an Abomination to Him. A Sacrifice with- 
out an Heart, without Salt, without Fire; of what 
Value is it? No more are Duties without ſpiritual 
Affections. And herein is the Mind to keep the 
Charge of Gop ; to ſee that the Heart be tendered 
to Him. And we find alſo that Gop requireth eſ- 
pecial AﬀeCtions to accompany ſpecial Duties. He 
that gives with Chearfulneſs ; which if they are not 
attended unto, the Whole is loſt. . 


ke Tur Mind is to attend to the Ends of 
Duties; and therein principally the Glory of Goy 
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in Chriſt. Several other Ends will Sin impoſe 
upon our Duties: Eſpecially two it will preſs hard 
upon us: Firft, Satisfaction of our Convictions 
and Conſciences. Secondly, The Praiſe of Men. For 


Self. Righteouſneſs and Oſtentation, are the main 


Ends of Men that are fallen from Gop, in all mo- 
ral Duties. In their Sins they endeavour to ſa- 
tisfy their Luſts, in their Duties, their Convic- 


tion, and Pride. Theſe the Mind of a Believer 


is diligently to watch againſt, and to ke in 
all a Tingle Eye to the Glory of Gov, ws. th 
which anſwers the t Rule of all our Obedience; 
IWhatever you do, do it all to the Glory of Gon. 
Here then lies no ſmall Part of the Deceit of Sin: 
Namely, to draw the Mind off from this Watch, 
to bring an Inadvertency upon it, that it ſhall not 
in theſe Things keep the Watch and Charge of 
the Lon p. And if it can do ſo, and thereby ſtrip 
our Duties of all their Excellencies, it will not 


much trouble us about the Duties themſelves: And 


this it attempts ſeveral Ways. 


(1. By perſuading the Mind to content itſelf 
with Generals, and not attend to Things in par- 
ticular Inſtances. For Example; It would per- 
ſuade the Soul to reſt ſatisfied in a general Aim of do- 
ing Things to the Glory of God, without conſider- 
ing how , eve 1 Duty may have that 
Tendency. If a Man be SY it is not only 
required of him, that he bend his Courſe that 


May, but if he attend not unto every Turning, he 


may never come to his Journey's End. And if we 
ſuppoſe that in general we aim at the Glory of 
Gop, yet if we attend not to it diſtinctly upon 
every Duty, we ſhall never attain the End. And 
he who ſatisfies himſelf with this general Purpoſe, 
without acting in every eſpecial Duty, will not 
long retain that Purpoſe neither, = | . 
| | 2. Ir 
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(2. IT draws off the Mind from theſe Duties, 
by infinuating a ſecret Contentment from the 
Duty itſelf performed, as to the Matter of it. 
This is a fair Diſcharge of a natural Conſcience, 
If the Duty be perform'd, though as to the Man- 


ner of its Performance it came ſhort in all Tp | 


of the Rule, Conſcience and Conviction will 

ſatisfſied. This the Deceitfulneſs of Sin endeavours 
to draw the Mind to,. namely, to take up in the 
Performance of the Duty itſelf. Pray thou ought- 
eſt, and thou haſt prayed, give Alms thou ought- 
eſt, and thou haſt given Alms; go on to do the 
like. If it prevail herein, the Mind is diſcharg'd 
from farther Attendance and Watching unto 
Duty, which leaves the Soul on the Borders 

many Evils. For, | 


(3. Hence Cuſtomarineſs in all Duties will 
GOAT enſue, which is the —_ of Sin draw- 
ing off the Mind from Duty. For Mens Minds 
may be drawn from all Duties, in the Midſt of 
the moſt abundant Performance of them. What 
is done with ſuch a Frame, is not done to Gov. 
And this is the great Reaſon why Profeſſors thrive 
fo little under the Performance of a Multitude of 


Duties. They attend not to them in a due Man- 


ner, their Minds being drawn off from their 
Watch, and ſo they have little or no Communion 
with Gop in them, which is the End whereto 


they are deſigned. 4 


2. As it is in Reſpect of Duties, ſo alſo it is in 


Reſpect of Sins. There are ſundry Things in 
every Sin, that the Mind of a Believer is obliged 


to attend diligently to, for the Preſervation of the 


Soul from it. Things they are which Gon hath 


— LP and ſanctified, to give effectual Re- 
Rn. 
| ; and 


* 
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and ſuch as in the Law of Grace, under which 
we are, are exceedingly ſuited and fitted to that 
Purpoſe. And theſe the Deceit of Sin endeavours 
by all Means to draw off the Mind rom a due 

onſideration of, and Attendance unto, *' 


Sour few of them we ſhall 'a Hecke reflec 
upon. 
(I.] The firſt is the Sovereignty of Gop, the 


577 n e by whom it is forbidden. This 


oſeph fixed on in his great Temptation, Gen. 
xxxix. q. How can I do this great Wickedneſs, and 
fn againſt Gop? There was in it a'great Evil, 
eat Ingratitude againſt Man, which he pleads 
alſo and inſiſts upon, ver. 8,'g. but that which 
fixed his Heart againſt it was, that it was Sin 
poſt Gop, by whom it was ſeverely for- 
iden, " 88 


(2.) Th Deceit of Sin, the Puniſhment ap- 
pointed to it, is another Thing that the Mind 
ought actually to attend to. And the Diverſions 
from this have been an Inlet into all Manner of 
Abominations. Fob profeſſeth another Frame in 
himſelf, Chap. xxxi. 23. Deſtruction from GoD 


was Terror unto me, and by Reaſon of his High- 


neſs I could not endure. So the Apoſtle directs 
Believers always to conſider what a fearful Thing 
it is to fall into the Hands of the living Gop, Heb. 


x. 31. And both theſe Confiderations, even the 
Sovereignty of Gop, and the Puniſhment of Sin, 


are put together by our Saviour, Matt. x. 28. 
Fear not them which kill the Body, but are not able 
to kill the Soul; but rather fear Him which is able 
ta deſtroy both Soul and Body in Hell. 


286 The Nature and Power F 


(3.) Tux Conſideration of all the Love and ma 
Kindneſs of Go p, againſt whom every Sin is N tha 
committed, is another 'Thing that the Mind ought 

- diligently to attend to. And this is a prevailing MW -: 
Conſideration, if rightly managed. If there be I Mc 
any ſpiritual Ingenuity in the Soul, whilſt the bee 
Mind. is attentive to this Conſideration, there can Þ but 
be no prevailing Attempt made upon it by the N wit 


Power of Sin, Int 
* | | | | | 3 cie 

Now there are two Parts of this Conſideta- me 
| vil 


1.) THAT which is general in it, which is M 
common utito all Believers, 1 Jahn iii. 1, 2,3. is 
Behold what Manner of Love the Father hath be- to, 
lowed upon us, that we ſhould be called the Sons of che 
Gor; therefore the IV arld knoweth us not becauſe 
it knew Him not. Beloved, now are we the Seni 

Gop, and it doth not yet appear what we hall 

3. but we #naw that when He ſhall appear, we ſull 
be like Him, fer we ſhall ſee Him as He is. And 
every Man that hath this Hope, purifieth himſelf 
even as He is pure. Confider, ſaith he, the Love 
of God, and the Privileges that we enjoy by it: 
Bebold what Manner of Love the Father hath be- 

owed 1 us, that we ſhould be called the Sons ef 
Gop! Such Love it is, and ſuch are the Fruits 
of it, that the World knoweth nothing of the 
bleſſed Condition which we enjoy: The World 
knoweth us not. Nay, it is ſuch Love, and ſo 
unſpeakably glorious are the Effects of it, that 
we ourſelves are not able to comprehend them. 
What Uſe then ought we to make of this Con- 
templation? Why, ſaith he, Every Man that hath 
this Hope purifieth himſelf. Every Man, who be- 
ing made a Partaker of this Love, and an Hope 
of the full Enjoyment of the Fruits of it, of ng 

made 
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made like to Gop in Glory, purifieth himſelf, 
that is, in an Abſtinence from all and every Sin. 


2.) Ir is to be conſidered as to ſuch peculiar | 
Mercies and Fruits of Love, as every one's Soul hath 
been made Partaker of. There is no Believer, 
but beſides the Love which he hath in common 
with all his Brethren, hath alſo in the Lot of his 


| Inheritance, ſome Incloſures, ſome eſpecial Mer- 


cies. He hath ſome Joy which no Stranger inter- 
meddleth with. Particular Applications of Love 
and Mercy to his Soul. Now theſe are all Pro- 
viſions laid in by God, that they may be borne in 
Mind againſt an Hour of Temptation. This then 
is another Thing, that it is our Duty to attend 
to, and to oppoſe effectually to every Attempt by 
the Law of Sin. | 25 


(4.) Tae Conſiderations that ariſe from the 
Blood and Mediation of Chriſi, are of the ſame 
Importance. So the Apoſtle declares, 2 Cor. v. 
14, 15. For the Love of Chriſt — (oper us, be- 
cauſe we thus judge, that if one died for all, then 
were all dead; and that He died for all, that they 
which live ſhould not henceforth live unto themſelves, 
but unto Him which died for them, and roſe again. 
There is a conſtraining Efficacy in this Conſidera- 
tion, it is great, forcible, effectual, if duly at- 


tended to. 


(5) Now herein lies the Duty of the Mind, 
in Reference to particular Sins and Temptations. 
It is diligently and carefully to attend to theſe 
Things, to dwell conſtantly upon the Conſidera- 
tion of them, to have them in continual Readi- 
neſs to oppoſe to all the Luſtings, Actings, War- 


rings, Attempts, and Rage of Sin. 


IN 
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In Reference, hereto doth Sin in an eſpecial 
Manner exerciſe its. Deceit. It labours by al 
Means to draw off the Mind from its due Atten- 
dance to theſe Things; to deprive the Soul of thi; 
great Antidote againſt its Poiſon. It endeavour, 
to cauſe the Soul to ſatisfy itſelf with general un. 
digeſted Notions about Sin, that it may have no- 
thing in particular to betake itſelf to, againſt its 
Temptations, 


An the Ways whereby it doth this may be 
alſo briefly conſidered. 


I.. Ir is from the Deceit of Sin that the Mind 
is ſpiritually flothful, whereby it becomes negli. 
to this Duty. The principal Diſcharge of 
its Truſt in this Matter is expreſſed by Watching, 
which is the great Caution that the Lord B55. 
gave his Diſciples, in Reference to all their 
gers from Sin and Satan, Mark xiv. 37. 1 ſay unt 
all, Hatch. That is, uſe your utmoſt Diligence 
and Circumſpection, that you be not ſurpriſed 
and entangled with Temptations. It is called 


alſo, Con/ideration ; conſider your Ways; conſider you 


latter End. Now that which is contrary to theſe 
indiſpenſible Conditions of our Preſervation, is 
ſpiritual Slothfulneſs, as the Apoſtle declares, Ht. 
Vi. 11, 12. And we deſire that every one of you d. 
 ſhew the ſame Diligence to the full Aſſurance of Hupe 
unto the End, that you be not ſlothful. If we ſhew 
not Diligence, we are ſlothful, and in Danger of 
coming ſhort of the Promiſes. Now this Sloth 
conſiſts. in three Things: $f 


[I. InaDveRTENCY. It doth not ſet itſelf to 
conſider its ſpecial Concernments. The Apoſtle 
r the Hebrews with all Earneſtneſs to 
attend diligently, to conſider carefully that they 
* may 
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| Man upon his Bed. In the 


May. Every Difficulty deters him from Duty. 
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may not be harden'd by the Deceitfulneſs of Sin; 


gives this Reaſon of their Dune, that they there 


dull of Hearing, Chap. v. 11. That is, that they 
were ſlothful, and did not attend to the Things 
of their Duty. A ſecret Regardleſſneſs is apt to 
creep into the Soul, and it doth not ſet itſelf to a 
diligent Marking how Things go with it. 


2.] An Unwillingneſs'to be ſtirred up to its 
Duty, Prov. xix. 24. The flothful Man hideth his 
Hand in his Boſom, and will nat bring it to his 
Mouth again. There is an Unwillingneſs in Sloth 
to take any Notice of Warnings, 8, or Stir- 
rings up by the Word, Spirit, Judgments. And 
this is an Evidence that the Mind is made ſlothful 


| by, ha Deceit of Sin, when eſpecial Calls and 


arnings, whether in a ſuitable Word, or a 
preſſing Judgment, cannot prevail with it to pull 
its Hand out of its Boſom.. 1 | 


3-] WEAK and inffetual Attempts to recover 
itſelf to its Duty, Prov. xxvi. 14. At the Door 
turneth itſelf upon its Hinges, 105 doth the flathful 

urning of a Door 
upon its Hinges, there is ſome Motion, but no 
Progreſs. It moves up and down, but it is ſtill 
in the Place that it was. So it is with the ſpiri- 
tually ſlothful Man. He makes ſome Motions or 
faint Endeavours towards a Diſcharge of his Duty, 
but goes not on. There where he was one Day, 
there he is the next; yea, there where he was one 
Year, he gets no Ground by them, but is always 
beginning and never finiſhing his Work. 

| | T | 

4.) HRARTIESTNESsS upon the Apprehenſions 

of Difficulties and Diſcouragements, Prov. xxii. 


13. 1 Man ſaith there is a Lyon in the 
Aa He 


290 The eee 
He thinks it le for him to attain to that 
Exactneſs and Perfe&ion which he is to preſs af- 
ter; and therefore contents himſelf in his old Neg- 
ligence, rather than run the Hazard of an uni- 
verſal Circumſpection. Now if the Deceit of 
Sin hath once drawn away the Mind into this 
Frame, it lays it open to every Temptation. 


2. Ir draws away the Mind from its Watch 
in Reference to Repriſals. It falls in with ſome 
urging Temptation, and ſurpriſeth the Mind into 
Thoughts > of another than thoſe it 
ought to inſiſt upon. And this indeed is the com- 
mon Way of Deceit of Sin, as to particular Evils. 
It lays Hold on the Mind ſuddenly with Thought- 
fulneſs about the preſent Sin, ſo that either it re- 
covers not itſelf at-all, or if any Thoughts be ſug- 
geſted, the Mind-is-ſo | eſt, that they make 
no Impreſſion on the Here therefore lies 
our Wiſdom, in bei ua the very firſt Motions 
of Sin, becauſe by Parlies with them the Mind 
may be drawn off from attending to its Preſerva- 
tives, and'ſo the whole ruſh into Evil. 


7 away the Mind by Freq 
long Continuance of its Sollicitations, making 
at laſt — ueſt of it. And this happens not 
without an open Neglect of the Soul, a Want of 
Stirring up itfelf to give an effectual Rebuke by the 
Grace of F Chri/t to Sin, which would have pre- 
5 — its Prevalency. 


Tux whole Effect of this Working of the De- 
— of VN _ be rr to theſe three 
eads: | 
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1.] TxE Remiſſion of an univerſally watchful 


Frame of Spirit to every D and againſt all, 
even the moſt ſecret Aae of Sin. 


2] Taz Omiſſion of peculiar attending to ſuch 


Duties as have an eſpecial . to the Ruin of 


the whole Law of Sin. 


3.] SPIRITUAL Sloth, as to a diligent Re 
to all Duties and Sins. When theſe three Things 
are brought about, or ſo far as they are ſo, ſo far 
a Man is drawn off by his own Luft, er the De- 


ceit of Sin. 
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the Afectians. 


HE ſecond Thing ng in he Wonls of he A 
e aſcribed unto ece orking 

| Md A Man is drawn 
away and enticed. :And- this ſeems partic 
to repe the Care as drawing away 
The Mind is drawn away from Duty, 

and the Affections are enticed into Sin. From the 


Prevalency hereof a Man is ſaid to be enticed, or 


entangled as with a Bait; ſo the Word imports. 


For there is an Alluſion in it unto the Bait where 


with a Fiſh is taken on the Hook which holds 


him to his Deſtruction. 
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 ConcERNING this Effect of the Deceit of Sin, 
we ſhall * ſhew two Thin g5: 


. WHAT it is to be enticed, or entangled 
wk the Bait of Sin, to have the Affections tainted 
_ an Inclination thereunto; and when they are 


1 Wrar Courſe Sin takes, and what Way 
it eth in, thus to entice, enſnare, or en- 
rangle the Soul. 


I. For the firſt. 


(1.) Tux Affections are entangled WR they 
ſtir up frequent Imaginations about the Obj 
which this Deceit of Sin enticeth to. When Sin pre- 
vails, and the Affections are gone after it, it fills the 
Imagination with it, poſſeſſing it with Images of 
it continually, Such Perſons deviſe Iniquity, and 
work Evil on their Beds, which they alſo practiſe 
_ when they are able. As in Particular, St. Peter 

tells us, That they have Eyes full of an  Adultereſs, 
and they cannot ceaſe from Sin, 2 Pet. ii. 14. That 
is, their Imaginations are poſſeſt with a continual 
Repreſentation of the Object of their Luſts. And 
it is Part where the Affections are in Part 
entangled with Sin, and to turn aſide to it. 
obn tells us, That the T that are in = 
orld, are the Luft of the FI, the Luft of 

Eyes, and the Pride of Life, 1 John ii. 14. Ao | 
Luſt of the Eyes is that which by them is con- 
veyed unto the Soul. Now it is not the bodily 
Senſe of ſeeing, but the fixing of the Imagination 
from that Senſe on ſuch Things that are intended. 
And this is called the Eyes, becauſe _ 

Things are conſtantly repreſented unto the Mind 
and Soul, as Objects are unto the Senſe 
4 
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| Senſe by the Eyes. And oftentimes the Outward 

Sight of the Eyes is the Occaſion of theſe Ima- 
ginations. So Achan declares how Sin prevail- 
ed with him, 7e/b. vii. 21. firſt he ſaw the Wedge 
of Gold, and babiloni/h Garment, and then he co- 
yeted them. He rolled them, the Pleaſures, the 
Profit of them, in his Imagination, and then fix- 
ed his Heart upon the obtaining of them. Now 
the Heart may have a Deteſtation of Sin; but 
yet if a Man find that the Imagination is frequent- 
ly ſollicited by it, and exerciſed ahout it, ſuch a 
one may know that his AﬀeCtions are ſecretly en- 
ticed and entangled. 


(2.) TH1s entanglement is heightened, when 
the Imagination can prevail with the Mind to lod 
vain Thoughts in it, with ſecret Delight. An abi. 
ing Thought with Delight, towards forbidden Ob- 
Hell is in all Caſes actually ſinful. And yet, this 
may be, when the Conſent of the Will is not ob- 
tained z when the Soul would not do the Thing, 
which yet Thoughts begin to lodge in the Mind a- 
bout. This Lodging of vain Thoughts in the Heart, 
the Prophet complains of as a Thing greatly U 
and to be abhorred, Fer. iv. 14. All theſe Thoughts 
are Meſſengers that carry Sin to and fro between 
the Imagination and the Affections, and ftill en- 
creaſe it, enflaming the Imagination, and more and 
more entangling the Affections. Achan thinks upon 
the golden Wedge, this makes him like it, and love 
it; by loving it, his Thoughts are infected, and 
return to the Imagination of its Worth, and goodly 
Shew, and ſo by little and little the Soul is enflam- 
ed to Sin. And here if the Will parts with its So— 
vereignty, Sin is actually conceived, 


(3.) RRADINESs to attend to Extenuations of 
Sin, or the Reliefs that are tendered againſt Sin 
| „ when 
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when committed, manifeſt the Affections to be en- 
tangled with it. We have ſhewed, it is a great 
Part of the Deceit of Sin, to tender leſſening and 
extenuating Thoughts of Sin. Is it not a little one? 
Or there is Mercy provided, or it ſhall be in due 
Time relinquiſhed, is its Language in a deceived 
Heart. Now when there is a Readineſs in the Soul 
to hearken to ſuch Infinuations ariſing, it is an Evi- 
dence that the Affections are enticed. When the 
Soul is willing to be tempted, to be courted by Sin, 
to hearken to its Sollicitations, it hath loſt of its, 
conjugal Affections unto Chriff. This is coking 
on the Wine when it is red, when it piveth its Cu- 
lour in the Cup, when it moveth itſelf aright. Prov. 
Xxiii. 21. A pleaſing Contemplation on the Invi- 
rations of Sin, whe End the wife Man gives us, 
ver. 32. When the Deceit of Sin hath prevailed 
thus far on any Perſon, then he is enticed or en- 
tangled; the Will is not yet come to the actual 
Conception of the Sin ; but the whole Soul is near 
9 Sor 


2. Ovs next Enquiry is, how the Deceit of Sin 
proceeds and entangles the Affections; and two or 
three of its Baits are manifeſt. 


I.) Ir makes uſe of its proper Prevalency upon 
the Mind, in drawing it off from its Watch and 
Circumſpection. Says the wife Man, Prov. i. 17. 
Surely in vain is the Net ſpread in the Sight e ay 
Bird; or before the Eyes of every Thing that ha 

a Wing, as in the Original. If it hath Eyes open 
to diſcern the Snare, and a Wing to carry it away, 
it will not be caught. And in vain ſhall the Deceit 
of Sin ſpread its Snares for the Soul, whilſt the Eyes 
of the Mind are intent upon what it doth, and ſo 
ſtir up the Wings of its Will and Affections to car- 
ty it away. But if the Eyes be put out, or * 
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ed, the Wings are of little Uſe. And therefore 
this is one of the Ways which is uſed by them who 
take Birds in their Nets, they have falſe Lights, or 
Shews of Things to divert the Sight of their Prey; 
and when that is done, they take the Seaſon to caſt 

their Nets upon them. So doth the Deceit of Sin, 
it firſt diverts the Mind by falſe Reaſonings, and 
then caſts its Net upon the Affections. 


| (2.) Tarx1nG Advantage of ſuch Seaſons, it 
„ propoſeth Sin as deſirable, as exceeding ſatisfacto- 
ry. It gilds over the Object by a thouſand Pre- 
ä tences. This is the laying a Bait, which the A- 
poſtle alludes unto. A Bait is ſomewhat ſuitable, 
that is propoſed to the hungry Creature for its Sa- 
BH tisfaQtion, and it is by all Artifices rendered deſita- 
| ble and ſuitable. Thus is Sin preſented by the Help 
| of the Imagination to the Soul ; that is, finful Ob- 
| | jets, which the Affections cleave to. The Apoſ- 
tle tells us, that there are Pleaſures of Sin, Heb. xi. 
35: which unleſs they are deſpiſed, as they were 
o/es, there is no eſcaping Sin itſelf. Now this 
Pleaſure of Sin conſiſteth in its Suitableneſs to give 
Satisfaction to the Fleſh, to Luſt, to corrupt Af- 
fections. Hence is that Caution, Rom. xiii. 14. 
Make no Proviſion for the Fleſh to — — the Lu there- 
of. That is, do not ſuffer your Minds, Thoughts 
or Affections to fix upon ſinful Objects, ſuited to 
give Satisfaction to the Luſts of the Fleſh, to nou- 
riſh and cheriſh them. To which Purpoſe he ſpeaks 
again, Gal. v. 16. Fulfill ye not the Lufts of the Fleſh. 
Bring not the Pleaſures of Sin to give them Satiſ- 
faction. When Men are under the Power of Sin, 
they are ſaid to fulfill the Deſires of the Fleſh and of 
the Mind, Eph. ii. 3. Thus therefore the Deceit of 
Sin endeavours to entangle the Affections, by propoſ- 
ing to them thro” the Aſſiſtance of the Imagination 
that Suitableneſs which is in it to the * 
0 * - 


AY. . ww werF Hr = 


296 The Nature and Power of 


of its corrupt Luſts, now ſet at oe Liberty. by the 
Inadvertency of the Mind. It preſents its Wine as 
Sparkling in the Cup, the Beauty of the Adultreſs, 
the Riches of the World to ſenſual and covetous 
Perſons, and ſomewhat in the like Kind, in ſome 
to Believers themſelves. When therefore, 


I ay, Sin would entangle the Soul, it prevails with 


the Imagination to ſollicit the Heart, by repreſent- 
ing this falſe painted Beauty, or pretended Satiſ- 
orineſs of Sin: And then if Satan with any pe- 


culiar Temptation fall into its Aſſiſtance, it often- 


times inflames all the Affections, and puts the whole 
Soul into diſorder. | 


(3.) Ir hides the Danger that attends Sin, it co- 
vers it as the Hook is covered with the Bait, or the 
Net over with Meat for the Fowl to be ta- 
ken. It is not indeed poſſible that Sin ſhould utter- 
ly deprive the Soul of the Knowledge of the Dan- 
ger of it. It cannot diſpoſleſs it of its Perſuaſion 

that the Wages of Sin is Death; and that it is the 
Judgment of God, that they that commit Sin are 
worthy of Death. But this it will do, it will ſo 
take up the Mind and Aﬀections with the Baits and 
Deſireableneſs of Sin, that it ſhall divert them from 
an actual Contemplation of the Danger of it. What 
Satan did in and by his firſt Temptation, that Sin 
doth ever ſince. At firſt Eve guards herſelf, with 
calling to Mind the Danger of Sin; if we eat, or 
touch it, we ſhall die, Gen. iii. 13. But ſo ſoon as 
Satan had filled her Mind with the Beauty and Uſe- 
fulneſs of the Fruit to make one wiſe, how quickly 
did ſhe lay aſide her practical prevalent Conſidera- 
tion of the Danger of Eating it, the Curſe due un- 
to it; or elſe relieves herſelf with a vain Hope and 
Pretence that it ſhould not be, becauſe the Serpent 
told her ſo. Now Sia when it preſſeth upon the 
Soul to this Purpoſe, will uſe a thouſand * bp 
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hide from it the Terrour of the LoxD, the End of 


Tranſgreſſions, and eſpecially of that peculiar Fol- 
ly which it ſollicits the Mind unto. Hopes of Par- 

on ſhall be uſed to hide it, and future Repentance 
ſhall hide it, and preſent Importunity of Luſt ſhall 


| hide it, Occaſions and Importunities ſhall hide it, 


Surprizals ſhall hide it, Extenuation of Sin ſhall 
hide it, ballancing of Duties againſt it ſhall hide it, 
fixing the Imagination on preſent Objects ſhall hide 


it, deſperate Reſolutions to venture the Uttermoſt 


for the Enjoyment of Luſt in its Pleaſures and Pro- 
fits, ſhall hide it. A thouſand Wiles it hath which 
cannot be recounted. _ 8. | 


(4) HavinG prevailed thus far, gilding over 
the Pleaſures of Sin, hiding its End and Demerit, 
it proceeds to raiſe perverſe Reaſonings in the Mind, 
to fix it upon the Sin propoſed, that it may be con- 
ceived and brought forth, the AﬀeCtions being al- 
ready prevailed upon. 3 1 

„ 24 


HERE we may ſtay a little, to give ſome feu 
Directions for the obviating the Miſchief of this 
Deceitfulneſs of Sin. Would we not be enticed or 
entangled, would we not be diſpoſed to the Con- 
ception of Sin, would we be turned out of the 
Road which goes down to Death; let us take Heed 
of our Affections, which are of ſo great Concern 
in the whole Courſe of our Obedience, that they 
are commonly in the Scripture called by the Name 
of the Heart, as the principal Thing which G op 
requires in our Walking before Him. And this is 
not ſlightly to be attended unto. Prov. iv. 23. faith 
the wiſe Man, Keep thy Heart with all Diligence, 
or, as in the Original above or before all Keepings ; 
before every Watch, keep thy Heart. You have 
many Keepings that you Watch unto; you Watch 
to keep your Live, to keep your Eſtates, to keep 
. | e your 
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your Reputations, up your Families; but, 
faith he, above — theſe eepings,. prefer that, at- 
tend to that of the Heart, of your Aﬀections, that 


they be not entangled with Sin; there is no Safety 
without it. Save all other Things and loſe the 


*.. and all is loſt, loſt to all Eternity. 


You will ay then, N or how 
ſhall we obſerve this Duty ? 


| 2 your Aion as tir ohe. 


I.) Ix general. This Advice the Apoſtle gives 


in this very Caſe, Caleſſ. iii. his Advice in the Be- 
Sinning of that Chapter is to direct us to the Mor- 


r in, 
ver. v. Mor tiſy therefore your Members which are 
en the Earth. revent the Working and Deceit of 
Sin which wars in your Members. To prepare 
us, to enable us hereunto, he gives us that great 


Direction, ver. 2. ft gone ions on Things a- 
due, -nat on Things of the Earth. Fix your Aﬀec- 
tions upon heavenly Things this will enable you 


to — Sin: Fill — with the Things that 
are above, let them be exerciſed with them. They 
are above, - bleſſed. and ſuitable Objects, meet for, 
and anſwering to our Affections. Gop Himſelf, 
in his Beauty and Glory; the LoxD Jeſut Chri/t, 
who is altogether lovely, the chiefeſt of ten Thou- 
ſand ; Grace and Glory, the Myſteries revealed 
in the Goſpel, the BI Blellednek pro promiſed thereby. 
Were our Affections filled, and poſſeſſed with theſe 


— & it is LAI that "they ſhould be, it 

IY are; what Acceſs could | 
with its —_— leaſures, its envenomed 
Baits, have to our Souls? How ſhould we loath | 
all its Propoſals, and ſay unto them, Get ye hence 
i 7 as 
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2s an abominable Thing? For what are the Plea- 
ſures of Sin, in Compariſon of the exceeding Re- 
compence of Reward which is propoſed unto us? 

2.) As to the Object of your Affections in an e- 
ſpecial Manner; let it be the Croſs of Chri/t, which 


hath an exceedin _—_ towards the Diſappoint- 
Ie W 


ment of the whol of indwelling Sin, Gal. 
vi. 14. Gop forbid that T ſhould glory, ſave in the 
Croſs of our LoRD Jeſus, 'whereby the World is cru- 
cified unto me, and I unto the World, The Croſs of 
Chrift he gloried and rejoiced in; this his Heart 
was ſet upon, and theſe were the Effects of it; it 
crucified the World unto him, made it a dead and 
undeſirable Thing. The Baits and Pleaſures of Sin 
are taken all of them out of the World, and'the 
Things that are in the World, namely, the Luſt 
of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eyes, and the Pride 
of Life. Theſe are the Things that are in the 
World; from theſe doth Sin take all its Baits, 
whereby it enticeth and entangleth our Souls. If 
the Heart be filled with the Croſs of Chris, it caſts 
Death and Undeſirableneſs upon them all, it leaves 
no Beauty, no Pleaſure or Comelineſs in them. 
Again, faith he, it cruciheth me to the World; 
makes my Heart, my Aﬀections, my Deſires dead 
to any of theſe Things. It roots up corrupt Lufts 
and Affections, leaves no Principle to make Provi- 
ſion for the Fleſh. Labour therefore to fill your 
Hearts with the Croſs of Chrif?. Conſider the Sor- 
rows He underwent, the Curſe He bore, the Blood 
He ſhed, theCries He put forth, the Love that was in 


all this to your Souls, and the Myſtery of the Grace 


of Gop therein. ' Meditate on the Vileneſs, the 
Demerit, and Puniſhment of Sin as repreſented in 
the Croſs, the Blood, the Death of Chris. Is Chrift 
crucified for Sin, and ſhall not our Hearts be cru- 
cited with Him unto Sin? Shall we give Enter- 

tain- 
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tainment to that, or hearken to its Dalliances, 
which wounded, which pierced, which flew our 
dear Lox D Feſus , Gop forbid. Fill your Aﬀec- 
tions with the Croſs of Chrift, that there may be 


- {2.] Look to the Vigour of the Affections to- 
wards heavenly Things ; if they are not conſtantly 
attended, excited, directed and warmed, they are 
apt to decay, and Sin lies in wait to take every 
Advantage againſt them. Many Complaints we 
have in the — of thoſe who loſt their firſt 
Love, in ſuffering their Affections to decay. And 
this ſhould make us jealous over our own Hearts, leſt 
we alſo ſhould be overtaken with the like, Where- 
fore be jealous over them, often ſtrictly examine 
them, and call them to Account; ſupply unto them 
due Conſiderations for their exciting and ftirring 
up to Duty. | 


SS$ISSLESSSS2D0S0S 
CHAP. VII 

The Conception of SIN through its Deceit. 

| HE third Succeſs of the Deceit of Sin in its 

progreſſive Work, is the Conception of ac- 

tual Sin. When it hath drawn the Mind off 


from its Duty, and entangled the Affections, it 
proceeds to conceive Sin, in order to the bringing 


of it forth. Now the Conception of Sin, in order 
unto its Perpetration, can be nothing but the Con- 
ſent of the Will: For as without the Conſent of 
the Will Sin cannot be committed, ſo where the 
Will hath conſented unto it, there is nothing in 1 
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Soul to hinder its actual Accompliſhment. - Gop 
doth indeed by various Ways, fruſtrate the bring- 
ing forth theſe Conceptions, yet there is nothing in 
the Soul itſelf that remains to give Check unto it. 
This conceiving of Luft or Sin then, is its obtain- 
ing the Conſent of the Will. And hereby the Soul 
is deflowered of its Chaſtity towards Gow in Chri/e. 


Tus Conſent of the Will, may be conſidered 
| two Ways. | 


(1.) As it is exerciſed about the Circumſtances, 
Cauſes, Means and Inducements to Sin. 


(2.) As it Reſpects this or that actual Sin. 


In the firſt Senſe, there is a virtual Conſent of 
the Will unto Sin in every Inadvertency to the Pre- 
vention of it, in every Neglect of Duty that makes 
Way for it, in every Hearkning to any Tempta- 
tion leading towards it. But this is not that which 
we now ſpeak of. But in particular the Conſent of 
the Will unto this or that actual Sin, ſo far as that 
either Sin is committed, or is prevented by other 

Means. And herein conſiſts the conceiving of Sin, 


THESE Things being ſuppoſed, that which in 
the next Place we are to conſider, is the Way that 
the Deceit of Sin proceedeth ;. to procure the Con- 
ſent of the Will, and ſo to conceive actual Sin in 
the Soul. To this Purpoſe obſerve, 

[1.] THAT the Will is a rational Appetite; ra- 
tional as guided by the Mind ; and an Appetite as 
excited by the Affections; and ſo in its Operation ? 
or ACtings, is influenced by both. 


Vor. XVII. Bb LZ. ] Ir 
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| [2.] Ir chuſeth nothing, conſents to nothing 
but as it hath an Appearance of Good, ſome preſent 
Good 2 So that, | | 


{3-] We may ſee hence the Reaſon why the 
Conception of Sin is here placed as a Conſequent 
of the Migd's being drawn away, and the Atﬀec- 
ions being entangled. Both theſe have an Influ- 
ence into the Conſent of the Will, and the Con- 
ception of this or that actual Sin. Our Way there- 
fore here is made plain. We have ſeen how the 
1 is drawn away by the Deceit of Sin, and 

ow the Affections are entangled, that which re- 
mains is but the proper Effect of theſe Things; for 
the Diſcovery whereof we muſt inſtance in ſome 
of the corrupt and fallacious Reaſonings, and then 
ſhew their Prevalency on the Will. 


1.) THz Will is impoſed upon by that corrupt 
Reaſoning, that Grace is exalted in Pardon; and 
that Mercy is provided for Sinners. This firſt de- 
ceives the Mind, and that opens-the Way to the 
Will's Conſent, by removing a Sight of Evil. 


Nov the Mind being entangled with this Deceit, 
drawn off from its Watch by it, diverted from the 
true Ends of the Goſpel, doth ſeveral Ways impoſe 
upon the Will to obtain its Conſent. _ | 


(1: By a ſudden Surpriſal in Caſe of Temptation. 
Temptation is the Repreſentation of a Thing as a 
reſent Good, which is a real Evil. Now when a 
Temptation armed with Opportunity, befalls the 
Soul, the Principle of Grace in the Will riſeth up 
with a Rejection of it. But on a ſudden the Mind 
being deceived by Sin, breaks in upon the Will, 
with a fallacious Reaſoning from Goſpel- Grace, 
and Mercy, which firſt ſtaggers, then * — 
8 : s 
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Will's Oppoſition, and then cauſeth it to caſt the 
Scale by its Conſent of the Side of Temptation, pre- 
ſenting Evil as a preſent Good; and Sin in the Sight 
of Go is conceived. Thus is the Seed of Gop 
ſacrificed to Moloch, and the Weapons of Chrift a- 
buſed to the Service of the Devil. 


(2. Ir doth it inſenſibly. It infinuates the Poiſon 
of this corrupt Reaſoning by little and little, until 
it hath greatly prevailed. And as the whole Effect 
of the PoRrine of the Goſpel in Holineſs, conſiſts 
in the Soul's being caſt into the Frame and Mould 
of it, Rom. vi. 17. ſo the Whole of Apoſtacy from 
the Goſpel, is principally the Caſting the Soul into 
the Mould of this falſe Reaſoning, that Sin may 
be indulged upon Account of Grace and Pardon. 


Hereby is the Soul gratified in Sloth and Neg] ence; 


and taken off from its Care, as to particular Duties 
and particular Sins. It works the Soul inſenſibly off 
from the Myſtery of the Law of Grace, to look 
for Salvation as if we had never performed ws 
Duty, with a Reſting on ſovereign Mercy throug 
the Blood of Cbriſt, and to attend to Duties with 
all Diligence as if we looked for no Mercy ; that 
is with no leſs Care, though with more Liberty and 
Freedom. This the Decitfulneſs of Sin endeavour - 
eth by all Means to Work the Soul from, and there- 
by debaucheth the Will when its Conſent is required 
to particular Sins. # 


2.) Tas deceived Mind impoſeth on the Will 
to obtain its Conſent to Sin, by propoſing to it the 
Advantages that may ariſe thereby. It renders that 
which is abſolutely Evil, a preſent appearing Good. 
Pleas for Obedience are laid out of the Way, and 
only the Pleaſures of Sin taken under Conſideration. 
So faith Ahab, 1 Kings xxi. Naboth's Vineyard is 
near my Houſe, and I may _ it a Garden of 9 

2 re · 
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therefore I muſt have it. Theſe Conſiderations of x 
. deceived Mind impoſed on his Will; until it made 
him obſtinate in the Purſuit of his Covetouſneks 
2 h Perjury and Murther. Thus is the Guilt 

endency of Sin hid under the Covert of Plea 
=? and 0 is conceived in the Soul. 


THE Aſfections being 
the Conc tion. of Sin in bythe C the Will 
and they it two W 


(1. By ſome haſty ps Iſe and Surpriſal, being 
themſelves ſtirred up, Sy . forth by ſome vi- 
lent Provocation, or Temptation, they put the 
whole Soul as it were into a buſtion, and draw 
the Will to conſent unto what they are entangled 


wich. So was the Caſe of David in the Matter of 


Nabal. A violent Provocation ſtirs him up to Wrath 
and Revenge, 4 Sam. xxv. 13. He reſolves upon it, 
to deſtroy an whole Family, the Innocent with the 
Guilty, ver. 33, 34. Self-Revenge and Murther, 
were for the Seaſon conceived, * * unto, until 
Gop graciouſly took him off. Let that Soul which 
would yu Heed of conceiving Sin, take Heed 0 
entangled Affections. For Sin be ſuddenly co 

ceived, the prevalent Conſent of the Will ma be 
ſuddenly obtained, which gives the Soul a fond 
forth, tho? the Sin * be never PII Wa 


(2. "FEI Affections procure the Conſent of 


the Will by frequent Sollicitations whereby they 
2 Gr inſenſibly upon it, and enthrone them- 

ves. Take an Inſtance in the Sons of Faceb, Gen. 
2ocxvii. 4+ They hate their ——· becauſe their 
Father loved him. Their 4 ng enticed, 
many new Occaſions fall out to mo them far- 


— This lay rankling in their Hearts, and never 


we, B35 wa, + wy © &© 


ly further | 
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ceaſed ſolliciting their Wills, until they reſolved 
upon his Death. The Unlawfulneſs, the Unnatu- 
ralneſs of the Action, the Grief of their Fa- 
ther, the Guilt of their own Souls, are all laid a- 
fide; that Hatred and Envy that they had conceived - 
againſt him ceaſed not until they had got the Con- 
ſent of their Wills to his Ruin. 


SEES SSP RENGS 


C H A P. VIII. 


Several Ways whereby the bringing forth 
e Conceived SIN is obſtirufted. 


dences of the Power of Sin, we ſhall take Oc- 
caſion to divert unto one Conſideration that 


52 we proceed to the remaining Evi- 


offers itſelf from that Scripture, which was made 
the Foundation of our Diſcourſe of the Deceitful- 


neſs of Sin; namely James i. 14. The Apoſtle tells 
us that Luft conceiving brings forth Sin; ſeeming to 
intimate, that look what Sin is conceived, that alſo 
is brought forth. And yet there is a World of Sin 
conceived, that is never brought forth. Our preſent 
Buſineſs then ſhall be to enquire whence that comes 
to paſs. 'I anſwer | 


1. THAT this is not ſo, is no Thanks to Sin. 
What it conceives, it would bring forth; and that 
it doth not, is for the moſt Part but a ſmall Abate- 
ment of its Guilt. FE. | 


2. THERE are two Things that are neceſſary in 
the Creature that hath conceived Sin, for the bring- 
e ing 
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ing of it forth. Nit, Power. Secondly, Continu« 
anee in the Will of Sinning, until it be committed. 
Where theſe two are, actual Sin will unavoidably 
enſue. It is cv ident therefore, that ttat which hin- 
ders conceived Sin from forth, muſt 
effect eicher the Power or the Will of the Sinner. 
This muſt be from Gon. And he had to Ways 


of doing it. 


. (I.) Bx his * vi er 
the Power of Sinning. 


>: bis Grace, ee ho change th 


1 } Wann Gin is coneeived, the LoR D ob» 
ſtructs its Production b os his Providence in taking 
aways _ Fawer which is — for its 2 


ing 


* I. 2 he is the Fournhnioaadall Power: = 
—_—— iates the Power of exerting Sin, 

— — the Lives of them that have con- 
. — it. Thus he dealt with the Army of Senache- 
rib. Gop daily thus cuts off Perſons, who had 
conceĩved much Miſchief in their Hearts, and pre- 
vents — Execution of i — Blood 1 


[2.1 Gov — binde ee 
forth of conceived Sin, by taking away the Power 
of them that had conceived it; fo that though their 
Lives continue, they ſhall not have that Power, with- 
out which it is i for them to execute what 
had intended. Hereof alſo we have ſundry 
Inſtances. Thus was the Caſe with the Builders 
of Bubel, Gen. xi. His dealing 


1 Kings uiii. 4. 


all un bis Hond in bid of th Progr, 
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and it withered and became uſeleſs. And this is an 
eminent Way of the effectual Acting of Gop's 
Providence in the World, for the Stopping of that 
Indundation of Sin, which-elſe would overflow all 
the Earth. He cuts Men: ſhort of their mortal Power, 
| they ſhould effect it. Many a Wretch that 
hath conceived Miſchief againſt the Churchof Gon, 
hath, by this Means, been diveſted of his Power, 
whereby he to accompliſh it. Some have 
no more ſerve their Luſts, nor accompany them in 
the perpretating of Folly. Some are deprived of the 
_ Inſtruments eby they would work: There 
have been for many Days, Sin and Miſchief enough 
conaeived,. to root out the Generation from the 


Face of the Earth, had Men Strength and Ability 


to their Will, did not Go p cut off their Power, 
and the Days of their Prevalency. Gop meets with 
them, brings them down, that they ſhall not be able 
to accompliſh their Deſign. And this Way of Gop's 
preventing Sin, ſeems to be at leaſt ordinarily, pe- 
culiar to the Men of — —— deals thus 
with them every Day, and leaves them to pine away 


Ir may be alſo in ſome Caſes, under ſome vio- 
tent Temptations, or in Miſtakes; Gop may thus 
obviate the Accompliſhment of conceived Sin in 
Believers. And there feems to be an Inftance of it. 


in his Dealing with Febo/aphat, who had deſigned: | 


inſt the Mind of Gop to joyn in Aſſinity with 
| „ and to ſend his Ships with him to Tar/b1/b ;- 
but Gop breaks his Ships by a Wind, that he could 
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Lives, and leaves them Power, only He raiſeth up 
an oppoſite Power to reſtrain them. An Inſtance 
hereof we have, 1 Sam. xiv. 45. Saul had ſworn 
that Jonathan ſhould be put to and as far as 
appears, went on reſolutely to have ſlain him; Gop 
ſtirs up the Spirit of the People, they oppoſe them- 
ſelves to the Wrath and Fury of Saul, and Jonatban 
is delivered. And to this Head are to be referred all 
the Aſſiſtances which Gop ſtirred up for the Delive- 
rance of his People againſt the Fury of Perſecutors. 


(. 2.) Gop obviates the Accompliſhment of con- 
ceived Sin, by removing the Objects on whom the 
Sin conceived was to be committed, As xii. 11. 
yields us a ſignal Inſtance of this: When the Day 
was coming wherein Herad thought to have ſlain 
Peter, Go p ſends and takes him away. So alſo 
was our Saviour Himſelf taken away from the mur- 
derous Rage of the Jetus before his Hour was come, 
— viii. 59. — x. 39. Both primitive and later 

imes are full of Stories to this Purpoſe : Priſon 
Doors have been opened, and poor Creatures ap- 
pointed to dye have been frequently reſcued from 
the Jaws of Death. So Wings were given to the 
Woman to carry her into the Wilderneſs, and to 


diſappoint the World in the Execution of their 


Rage, Rev. xii. 14 | 
- (3-) God doth this by ſome eminent Diverſions 


of the Thoughts of Men who had conceived Sin; 


Gen.xxxvii. 24. TheBrethren of Jeſephcaſt him into 
a Pit, with an Intent to famiſh him there; whilſt 
they were, as it ſeems, pleaſing themſelves with what 
they had done, GoDorders a ny of Merchants 
to come by, and diverts their Thoughts with that 


new Object ſrom the Killing, to the Selling, of their 


Brother, ver. 26, 27. how far therein they 


were ſubſervient to the infinitely wiſe Counſel of 


Gon, we know. Thus alſo when Saul was in the 
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Purſuit of David, and was even ready to prevail 
N him to his Deſtruction, G o ſtirs up the 
ines to invade the Land, ich both diverted 
＋ and drew the Courſe of his — 

Way, 1 Sam. xxvii. 27. 


| AnD theſe are ſome of the Ways whereby Gov 
is pleaſed to hinder the bringing forth of conceived 
din, Fu. oppoſing his Providence to the Power .of 
the ſinning Creature. And we may a little in our 
Paſſage — a brief View of the great Advantages 
of Faith, and the Church of Gn which _ * 
found in this Matter. As, 


[1.] Tunis may give us a little inſight into the 
adorable Providence of Gop, by theſe and the like 
Ways obſtructing the Breaking forth of Sin in the 
World. It is he who makes thoſe Dams, and ſhuts 
up thoſe Flood -Gates of corrupted Nature, that they 
ſhall not break forth to overwhelm the Creation. 
As it was of old, ſo it is at this Day; Every Thought 
and Imagination of the Heart of Man is is Buck — 
that conti That all the Earth is not in all 
Places filled with Violence, as of old, is meerly 
from the Hand of Gon obſtructing. From hence 
alone it is, that the Highways, Streets, and Fields, 
are not all filled with Vielenee, Blood, Rapine, Un- 
cleanneſs, and every Villany that the Heart of Man 
can conceive. O the infinite Beauty of divine Wiſ- 
dom and Providence in the Government of the 
World: For the Converſation of it aſks. daily no 
leſs Power and Wiſdom, than the firſt Making of it. 


r 
lyi ial Manner, enforce us to adore the 
— of Gop, in ſtopping the of 
22 That we are at Peace in our 
at in our Beds, that we have an (Viet in our 
Enjoyments, is from hence alone. Whoſe Perſon 
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would not be defiled, or — 2 — Whoſe Habi. 
tation would not be ruined ? Whoſe Blood would 
not be ſhed, if wicked Men had Power to perpe- 
trate all their conceived Sin ? It may be the Ruin 
of ſome of us hath been conceived a thouſand Times. 
We are beholden to this Providence for our Lives, 
Families, Eſtates, and Liberties, for whatſoever is 
dear unto us. For may we not ſay with the Pſalmiſt, 
Pfal. Ivii. 4. My Soul is among Lyons, and I lie even 
among them that are ſet on Fire, even the Sons e 

Men, whoſe Teeth are Spears and Arrows, and their 
Tongue a ſharp Sword. And how is the Deliverance 
of Men contrived from ſuch Perſons, Pſal. Iviii. 6. 


Gop breaks their Teeth in their Mouths, ever: the 


pr Teeth of the young Lyons. He keeps this Fire from 
rning, or quencheth it when it's ready to break 
out into a Flame. He breaks their Spears and Ar- 
rows, ſo that ſometimes we are not ſo much as 
wounded by them: ſome He cuts off and deſtroys, 


ſome He cuts ſhort in their Power, ſome He deprives 


of the Inſtruments whereby they alone can work, 
ſome He prevents of their deſired Opportunities, or 
diverts by other Objects, and oftentimes cauſeth 
them to ſpend them among themſelves one upon 


another. We may ſay therefore with the P/abni/t, 


Pal. civ. 24 OLorp, how manifold are thy Works, 
in Wiſdom haſt thou made them all, the Earth is full 
of thy Riches; and with the Prophet, Hof. xiv. 9. 
is wiſe, and he ſhall underſtand theſe Things, 
—— and he ſhall know them; all the Ways of the 
ORD are right, and the Juſi ſhall walk in t 

but the Tranſgreſſors ſhall fall therein. | 


[3-] We ma ſee hence the grea 


in the World, that great Appointment of 
op. Amongſt other Things, it is peculiarly 


ſubſervient to this holy Providence, in obſtrufting 


the bringing forth of conceived Sin, namely, by 
the Terror of Him that bears the Sword, Rom. 
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Xiii. 4. F thou do that which is evil, be afraid; 
for the Power beareth not the Sword in vain, for he 
is the Miniſter of Go p, a Revenger to execute 
Wrath on them that do Evil, Go p fixes this on 
the Hearts of Men, and by the Dread of it 
| cloſeth the Womb of Sin, that it ſhall not bring 
forth. The greateſt Mercies and Bleſſings that 
in this World we are made Partakers of, next to 
them of the Goſpel, come to us thro' this Chan- 
nel. And indeed, this is the proper Work. of 
Magiſtracy, to be ſubſervient to the Providence 
of God in obſtructing the bringing forth of Sin. 
Theſe then are ſome of the Ways whereby Gon 

providentially prevents the bringing forth of Sin. 


Tux Way that yet remains whereby Gop ob- 
viates the Production of conceived Sin, is his 
working on the Will of the Sinners, ſo makin 
Sin to conſume away in the Womb. 


THERE are two Ways in general whereby Gon 
thus prevents the bringing forth of conceived Sin, 
by working on the Will of the Sinner; and they are, 
I.] By reſtraining Grace. 2.) By renewing Grace. 


I.) Gop doth this in the Way of Reſtraining 

Grace, by ſome Arrow of particular Conviction bd 
in the Conſcience of the Sinner, in Reference to the 
particular Sin which he had conceived. This fag 
gers the Mind, as to the Particular intended, 
cauſeth the Hands to hang down, and the Wea- 
pons of Luſt to fall out of them. Hereby con- 
ceived Sin proves abortive, How Gop doth this 
Work, by what immediate Touches, Strokes, 
Blows, Rebukes of his Spirit; by what Reaſon- 
ings, Arguments, and Commotions of Mens own 
Conſciences, js not for us throughly to find out. 
It is done in unſpeakable Variety, and the Works 
of Gop are paſt finding out. e 


dy the Power of converting Grace. 


| 
: 
| 
| 
| 
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And this Way in general doth Gop every Da 
vent the bringing rth of a World of Sin: H. 
Arrows of 


Conviction upon the Spirits 


of Men, as to the Particular they are engaged 
in. Their Hearts are not changed as to Sin, 


wal 
their Minds are altered as to this or that Sin. Wer 
3 


break, 8 the Veſſel they had faſhion 
and go to Work upon ſome other. 


2.) Gop prevents the bringing forth of con- 
ceived Sin by Saving Grace, and that either, 


(x. In the firſt Converſion of Sinners. Or, 
| (2. Tur following, Supplies of it. 


(1. Fas is one Part of the Myſtery of his 
Grace. He meets Men ſometimes in their high- 


eſt Reſolutions for Sin, with the higheſt Efficacy 
of his Grace. By this He melts down the Luſts 
of Men, cauſeth them to wither at the Root, that 


they ſhall no more ſtrive to bring forth what they 


have conceived, but be filled with Shame and 


Sorrow at their Conception. And we have not 
a few Examples of it in our own Days. Sundry 
Perſons going to this or that Place to deride the 
Diſpenſation of the Word, have been met with 
in the very Place, and have been caſt down at 
the Foot of Gop. But there is no Need to in- 
fiſt on Inftances of this. Gov is pleaſed to leave 
no Generation unconvinced of this Truth, if they 
do but attend to their own Experiences, and the 


Examples of this Work of his Mercy amongſt 


them. Every Day, one or other, is 
Purpoſe of his Heart to go on in Sin, and is ſtopt 


(2. Gop 
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(2. Gop doth it by the fame Grace in the re- 
newed Communications of it, that'is, by ſpecial 
aſſiſting Grace. This is the common Way of his 
dealing with Believers in this Caſe. That they 
alſo through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin may be car- 
ried on to the Conceiving this or that Sin, was 
before declared. Gop puts a Stop to their Pro- 
greſs, or rather to the Prevaleney of Sin in them, 
by giving them ſpecial Aſſiſtances. Many a Be- 
liever is at the very Brink of ſome Folly or Ini- 
quity, when Gop puts in by the Efficacy of aſſiſt- 
ing Grace, and recovers them to an obediential 
Frame of Heart again. And this Aſſiſtance lies 
under the Promiſe, 1 Cor. x. 13. There hath no 
Temptation taken you, but ſuch as is common to Man, 
but God is faithful, who will not ſuffer you to be 
tempted above that you are able; but will with the. 
Temptation alſo make a Way to eſcape, that you may 
be able to bear it. Temptation ſhall try us, it is 
for our Good; many holy Ends doth the Loxp 
compaſs by it. But when we are tried to the ut- 
moſt of our Ability, ſo that one Aﬀault more 
would over-bear us, a Way of Eſcape is provided. 
And asthis may be done ſeveral Ways, ſo thisis one 
of the moſt eminent, namely, by Supplies of Grace, 
to enable the Soul to bear up, reſiſt, and conquer. 


(3. BesiDEs theſe general Ways, there is one 
yet more ſpecial, that at once worketh both upon 
the Power and Will of the Sinner; and this 
is the Way of Afflictions; theſe work by both 
theſe Ways, in Reference unto conceived Sin. 
They work providentially upon the Power of the 
Creature. en a Man hath conceived a Sin, 
and is in full Purſuit of it, Gop often ſends a 
Sickneſs, and abates his Strength, or a Loſs. cuts 
him ſhort in his Plenty, and fo takes him off from 
the Purſuit of his Luſts, though it may be his 
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Heart is not weaned from them. His Power is 
weaken'd, and he cannot do the Evil he would, 
In this Senſe it belongs to the firſt Way of Gop's 
obviating the Production of Sin. Great Afflicti- 
ons work not from their own Nature immediately, 
but from the gracious Purpoſe of Him that ſends 
them. He inſinuates into the Diſpenſation of 
them, that of Grace and Power, of Love and 
Kindneſs, which ſhall effectually take off the 
Heart from Sin, Eſal. cxix. 67. Before I was af- 
flited I went aſtray, but now have I learn'd thy 
Commandments. And in this Way, becauſe of the 
- Predominancy of renewing and aſſiſting Grace, : 
r belong to the latter Means of preventing s 

in. | 


Ap theſe are ſome of the Ways, whereby it pleaſ- 
eth Go to put a Stop to the Progreſs of Sin, both 
in Believers and Unbelievers, if we would endea- 
vour farther to ſearch out his Ways unto Perfec- 
tion, yet we muſt ſtill conclude that it is but a 
little Portion which we know of Him. 


( IN INI M IO 
e 
The Power of Six farther demonſlrated by 


the Effects it hath had in the Lives of 
BELIEVERS, SYS, e 


F 


XII are now to proceed to other Evidences 
of this ſad Truth. 


, THrar which in the next Place may be fixed 
upon, is the Demonſtration which this * 
8 Sr | 
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Sin hath in all Ages given of its Power, by the 
Fruits that it hath brought forth, even in Be- 
lievers. | f EM 


Now, theſe are of two Sorts. 1. The great 
actual Eruptions of Sin in their Lives. 2. Their 
habitual Declenſions from the Communion with 
Gop, which they had obtained; both which are 
to be laid to the Account of this Law of Sin, and 
belong to the fourth Head of its Progreſs. 


1. ConsIDER the fearful Eruptions of actual 
Sins that have been in the Lives of Believers, and 


we ſhall find our Poſition evidenced. 


(.) Trey are moſt of them in the Lives of 
Men that were not of the loweſt Form, or ordi- 
nary Sort of Believers, but of Men that had a 
peculiar Eminency in them, on the Account of 
their walking with Gop in their Generations. 


 (2.) AnD theſe very Men fell not into their 
Sins at the Beginning of their Profeſſion, when 
they had had but a little Experience of the Good- 
neſs of Gop, of the Sweetneſs and Pleaſantneſs 
of Obedience, of the Power and Craft of Sin, but 
| after a long Courſe of Walking with Gop, and 
Acquaintance with all theſe Things. 


(.) As if Gop had permitted their Falls on 
ſet Purpoſe, that we might learn to be wary of 
this powerful Enemy; they all of them fell out 
when they had receiv'd great and ſtupendous Mer- 
cies from the Hand of Gop, that ought to have 
been ſtrong Obligations unto Diligence and 
 -Watchfulneſs in cloſe Obedience. And yet what 
Prevalency this Law of Sin wrought in them we 
ſee. And there is no End of the like Examples; 

Cc 2 they 
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they are all ſet up as B to diſcover unto us 
the y Yon the Shelves, the whereu 

made their Shipwreck. And this is the erk Part of 
this Evidence of the Power of Sin, from its Effects. 


2. Ir manifeſts its Power in the habitual De- 
Pb Har from Zeal and Holineſs, from the Con- 
dition of Obedience and Communion with Gop, 
whereunto they had attained, which are found in 


many Believers. Promiſes of Growth and Im- 


provement are many and precious; the Means ex- 
cellent and effectual; the Benefits and un- 
Jpeakable; yet it often falls out, that inſtead here. 
of, Decays and Declenſions are found upon Be- 
lievers. We have a notable Inſtance in moſt of 


the Churches that our Saviour awakens to the Con- 


beer of their 2 in the 1 
e ſingle out one. Many hings there 
Wawa oa arch of E peer for which 4 it is 
greatly commended; but yet it is charged with a 
Cy and a Declenſion, a gradual falling off: 
Thou haſt left thy firſt - Ard rears therefore 
andece thou art fallen, and do thy firft Works. There 
was a Decay both as to Faith and Love; and as 
to Obedience and Works, in Compariſon of what 
they had formerly. But what Need we look back, 
or ſearch for Inſtances to confirm the Truth of this 
= 1014 open An habitual Declenſion from firſt 
„„ unto Gop, from firſt Attainments 
| munion with Gop, from firſt Strictneſs in 
Duties of Obedience is common among Believers. 


Now, all theſe Declenfions proceed from this 
Root; they are all the Product of Indwelling Sin. 
For the Proof hereof I ſhall not need to 
ther ml panes general Rule we have al: 


y con- 


— namely, — — 
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the Cauſe, of all actual Sin, and all habitual De- 
chene in Believers. | 


Ina therefore ſhew, [I.] That this doth * 
evince a great Power in Sin. [2.] The Ways 
nt it brings forth this curſed Effect. 


[1. ] Ir appears to be a Work of great Power, 
from the Proviſion that is made againſt it, which 
it prevails over. There is in the Covenant of 
Grace plentiful Proviſion made, not only for the 
preventing of Declenſions and Decays in Believ- 
ers, but alſo for their continual —_— on to- 
wards Perfection. As, 


1.) Tus Word itſelf, and all the Ordinances 
of the Goſpel, are appointed and given us for this 
End, Epheſ. iv. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15. The Diſ- 
penſation of the Word of the Goſpel, and the Or- 
dinances thereof, is deſigned for our Help, Aſſiſt- 
ance, and F urthetance, until the whole Work of 
Faith and Obedience is conſummate. It is appointed 
to perfect and compleat that Faith, Knowledge, 
and Growthin Grace and Holineſs ,whichi isallotted 
unto us in this World. What if Oppoſttions and 
Temptations lie in the Way, Satan and his In- 
ſtruments working with great Subtilty? Why, ver 
14. theſe Ordinances were deſigned for our De- 
| liverance from all their Attempts, that ſo bein 

preſerved in the Uſe of them, or ſpeaking the Truth 
in Love, we may grow up unto Him in "all Things 
who i 5s tbe 1 even Chriſt Jeſus. . Ur 


12 is that which adds Weight t to this 
Con ideration. Go ſuffers us not to be unmindful 5 
of this Aſſiſtance He hath afforded us, but is con- 
tinually calling upon us to make Uſe of the Means 


appointed for attaining the End propoſed. He 
Se ſhews 
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ſhews them to us, as the Angel ſhewed the Wa. 


ter-Spring to Hagar. Commands, Exhortations, 
Promiſes, Threatenings, are multiply'd to this 


Purpoſe. He is continually faying to us, Wh 

will ye die? Why will — and Wha 
Come to the Paſtures provided for you, and your 
Souls ſhall live. If we ſee a Lamb run from the 
Fold into the Wilderneſs, we wonder not if it be 
torn and rent of wild Beaſts; but if we fee a Sheep 


leaving its green Paſtures and Water-Courſes, to 


vel, nor enquire farther, if we ſee him lean, and 
ready to periſn. But if we find Lambs wounded 


in the Fold, we wonder at the Boldneſs of the 


Beaſts of Prey, that durſt ſet upon them there. 
If we ſee Sheep pining in full Paſtures, we judge 
them to be diſeaſed and unſound. It is indeed no 
Marvel that. poor Creatures, who forſake their 
own Mercies, and run away from the Paſture of 
Chrift in bis Ordinances, are rent and torn with 
divers Luſts, and pine away with Hunger and Fa- 
Mine. But to ſee Men living under, and enjoy- 
ing all the Means of ſpiritual Thriving, yet to 
decay daily, to pine and wither, this argues ſome 
ſecret, powerful Diſtemper, which hinders the Effi - 
Ccacy of the Means they enjoy. This is Indwelling 
Sin. So wonderfully — ſo effectually poi- 


ſonoustt is, that it can bring Leanneſs on the Souls 


of Men in the Midſt of all precious Means of 
Growth and Flouriſhing. It may well make us 
_ tremble to fee Men living in the Uſe of the Means 
of the Goſpel, Preaching, Praying, Adminiſtra- 
tion of Sacraments, and yet grow colder eve 
than other in Zeal for >, more ſelfiſh 
id * y, even habitually to decline as to the 
Degrees of Holineſs, which they had attained 


S I * 1 — 
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abide in dry, barren Heaths, we count it no Mar- 
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3.) ToogTARR with they outward Means of 
ſpiritual Growth, there are alſo Supplies of Grace 
continually afforded the Saints from their Head, 
Chriſt Feſus. He comes not. only that his Sheep 
may have Life, but that they may baue it more a- 
bundantly, that is, in a plentiful Manner, fo as 
that they may flouriſh, be fat and fruitful. His 
Treaſures of Grace are unſearchable, his Stores 
inexhauſtible. His Heart bounteous and large, 
his Hand open and liberal; ſo that there is no 
Doubt, but that he communicates Supplies of 
Grace for their Increaſe in Holineſs abundantly 
unto all his Saints. Whence then is it, that 
do not all thrive accordingly? As you may ſee it 
often in a natural Body, ſo it is here. Though 
the Seat and Riſe of the Blood and Spirits in the 
Head and Heart be excellently good and ſound,. 
yet there may be a withering Member in the Body; 
ſomewhat intercepts the Influences of Life unto 
it: So that tho' the Heart and Head perform their 
Office in giving Supplies no leſs to that than to 
any other Member, yet all the Effect produced 
is merely to keep it from utter Periſhing; it grows 
weak, and decays every Day. The Withering 
and Decaying of any Member in Chriſt's myſti- 
cal Body, is not for the Want of his Communi-- 
cation of Grace, but from the powerful Inter- 
ception that is made of the Efficacy of it, by the 
Interpoſition and Oppoſition of Indwelling Sin. 
Hence it is, a great Deal of Grace but will keep 
the Soul alive, and not give it any Eminency in 
Fruitfulneſs. - And this, if any Thing, is an E- 
vidence of the Efficacy of Indwelling Sin, that it 
is able to give ſuch a Check to the mighty and 
effectual Power of Grace; ſo that notwit d- 
ing the continual Supplies we receive from our 
Head, yet many Believers decline and decay, 
and that habitually, as to what they had attained 
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to; their laſt Ways mot anſwering their firſt. This 
makes the Vineyard in the very ſruitful Hill to 
bring forth ſo many wild Grapes. This makes fo 
"_ Trees barren in fertile Fields. : 

40 — ename Supplies of Gres com- 
e unto Believers, which keeps them; there 
is moreover a Readineſs in the LoxD Feſus Chriſt 
to yield peculiar Succour according as their Occa- 
ſon [ſhall require. And this is exceedingly to the 
Advantage of the Saints, for their Freſervation and 
Growth in Grace. But notwithſtanding all theſe, 
ſuch is the Power of Indwelling.Sin, ſo great is the 
Deceitfulneſs and Reſtleſſneſs, that many of them 
for whoſe Growth all this Proviſion is made, 
back and decline, even ARR) we of Walk 
| ins 2 — FE 
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euſually many freſh Springs breaking forth in 

their Souls, and — Showers coming upon 
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Love, Holineſs, Fruitfulneſs and Obedience. As upon 
a Land- flood, when many leſſer Streams run into a 
River, it ſwells over its Bounds, and rolls on with 
a more than ordinary Fulneſs. Now if theſe Springs 
be not kept open, if they prevail not for the Con- 
tinuance of theſe Showers, they muſt needs decay 
= go backwards. We ſhall Name one or two'of 
* 1 1 


(r.) Tazy have a freſh, vigorous Senſe of par- 
1 According as this is in the Soul, 
ſo will its Love and Delight in Gon, ſo will its 
Obedience be. Sinners at their firſt Converſion are 

ſenſible of great Forgiveneſs: Of whom I am 
Chief), lies next their Heart. This greatly ſubdues 
their Hearts to Gop, and quickens them to all O- 
bedience; even that ſuch poor curſed Sinners as 
were, ſhould ſo freely be delivered and 
The Love of Gop and of Chr:/t in their Forgive- 
neſs, highly conquers and conſtrains them to live 
unto Gop. KW 


(2.) Tux freſh Taſte they have of ſpiritual 
Things, up ſuch a Reliſh of them in their 
Souls, that worldly Contentments whereby Men 
are drawn off from cloſe walking with Gon, are 
rendered Taſtleſs and Undeſirable to them. Having 
taſted of the Wine of the Goſpel they defire no o- 

ther, for they ſay, This is het. Now whilſt theſe 
and the like Springs are kept open in the Souls of 
converted Sinners, they conſtrain them to a vigo- 
rous active Holineſs. ey can never do enough 
for Gop ; ſo that often their Zeal ſuffers them not 
to eſcape without ſome Blots on their Prudence. 


TH1s then is one Way, whereby indwelling Sin 
1 Men for — in Grace and Obedience: 
endeavours to ſtop or taint theſe Springs. And 
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there are ſeveral Ways whereby it bringeth this to 
46 [r.] Ir Works by Sloth and Negligence. 1 


prevails in the Soul to a Neglect of ſtirring up con- 


tinual Thoughts of the Things that fo powerful] 
Influence it unto ſtrict and fruitful Obedience. 
Care be not taken, if Diligence and Watchfulneſs 
be not uſed, and all Means obſerved, that are ap- 
Pointed of Gon, to keep a quick and living Senſe 
of them upon the Soul, they will dry up and decay, 
und conſequently that Obedience that ſhould ſpring 
from them, will do fo alſo. Iſaac digged Wells, 
but the Pbiliſtines ſtopt them, and his Flocks had 
no Benefits by them. Let the Heart never ſo little 
diſuſe itſelf to affecting Thoughts of the Love of 
Gop, the Croſs of Chrift, the Greatneſs and Ex- 
cellency of Goſpel Mercy, the Beauties of Holineſs, 
will quickly be as much eſtranged to a Man, 
as He can be to them. And ſo much as a Man 
loſeth of Faith towards theſe Things, ſo much will 
they loſe of Power towards him. They can do lit- 
tle or nothing upon him, becauſe of his Unbelief, 
which formerly were ſo exceedingly effectual to- 
wards him. Indwelling Sin, prevailing by ſpiritual 
Sloth upon the Souls of Men unto an Inadvertency 
of the Motions of God's Spirit in their former Ap- 
prehenſions of divine Love, and a Negligence of 
ſtirring up continnal Thoughts of Faith about it, a 
Decay grows inſenſibly upon the whole Soul. Thus 
Gop oft complains that his People had forgotten 
Him, that is, grew unmindful of his Love and 
Grace, which was the Beginning of their Apoſtacy. 


[2.] By unframing the Soul, ſo that it ſhall 
have formal, weary,” powerleſs Thoughts of thoſe 
Things, which ſhould prevail with it unto Dili- 
gence in thankful Obedience. The Apoſtle cau- 
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tions us, that in Dealing with Go p, we ſhould. 
uſe Reverence and godly Fear, becauſe of his Purity, 
Holineſs, and Majeſty, Feb. xii. 28, 29. And 
this is that which the Loxp Himſelf ſpake in the 
Deſtruction of Nadab and Abihu, I will be ſanttified 
in them that come to Me, Levit. x. 3. He will be 
dealt with in an awful, holy, reverent Manner. 
So are we to deal with all the Things of Gop, 
whereby we have Communion with Him. The 
Soul is to have a great Reverence of Gop in them. 
When Men begin to take them into ſlight and com- 
mon Thoughts, not improving them to the utmoſt, 
for the Ends whereto they are appointed ; they loſe 
all their Beauty, and Glory. When we have any 
Thing to do, wherein Faith or Love towards Gop 
is to be exerciſed, we muſt do it with all our Hearts, 


with all our Minds, Strength, and Souls, not ſlight- 


ly and perfunctorily, which Gop abhors. He doth 
not only require that we bear his Love and Grace 
in Remembrance, but that, as much as in us ly- 
eth, we do it according to the Worth and Excel- 
lency of them. Whilſt we conſider Goſpel Truths, 
the uttermoſt Endeavour of the Soul ought to be, that 
we may be changed into the ſame Likeneſs ; thut 
is, that they may have their full Power and Effect 
upon us. Now this is the Way of Sinners, in their 
brit Engagements to Gop. They never think of 
pardoning Mercy, but they labour to affect their 
whole Souls with it, and ſtir up themſelves to ſuit- 
able Affections and Returns of conſtant Obedience. 
They think not of the Excellency of Chrift, and 
ſpiritual Things, now newly diſcovered unto them, 
but they preſs with all their Might after a farther, 
a fuller Fes ment of them. This kecps them 
Humble and Holy, this makes them Thankful and 
Fruitful. But now if the utmoſt Diligence and 
Carefulneſs be not uſed to improve and grow in 
this Wiſdom, to keep up this Frame, In * 
| in 
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them to content themſelves 


Sin will inſenſibly bri 
with flight T of theſe Things. And as Men 


herein, ſo they will aſſuredly Decay in the 
Power of Holineſs, and cloſe Walking with Goo, 
The Springs being ſtopped or tainted, the Streams 
will not run ſo ſwiftly, at leaſt, not ſo ſweetly as 
formerly. Some by this Means under an uninter- 
rupted Profeſſion, inſenſibly wither into Nothing, 
They talk of Religion and Seri Things as much 
as ever they did, and perform Duties with as much 
Conſtancy as ever, but yet have poor ſtarving Souls, 
as to Communion with Gop. 


- T3:] InDdwELLING Sin often prevails to the 
Stopping of theſe Springs of Goſpel-obedience, by 
falſe and fooliſh Opinions, corrupting the Simpli- 
city of the Goſpel; falſe Opinions are the Works 
of the Fleſh: From the Vanity and Darkneſs of 
the Minds of Men, with a Mixture, more or leſs, 
of corrupt Aﬀections, do they moſtly proceed. The 
Apoſtle was jealous over his Cerintbians in this 
Matter; he was afraid leaft their Minds ſhould be 
corrupted: from the Simplicity that is in Chrift, 
2 Cor, 11: 2, 3. which he knew would be attend- 
ed by a Decay and Declenfion in Faith, Love, and 
Obedience; and thus Matters often fall out: We 
have ſeen; ſome, who after they have received a 
ſweet Taſte of the Love of Gop in Cbriſs, of the 
Excellency of pardoning Mercy, and have walked 
humbly with Gop for Tong ears, have by the 
Corruption of their Minds from the Simplicity that 
is in Chriſt, by falſe and fooliſh Opinions deſpiſed 
all their own Experiences, and rejected all the Ef- 
ficacy of Truth, as to the Furtherance of their O- 


+ Aw: this is one Way whereby Indwelling Sin 
 produceth. this pernicious Effect, of drawing Men 
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off from the Power, Purity, and Fruitfulneſs at- 
tending their firſt Converſion, bringing them into 
habitual Declenſion, at leaſt, as to Degrees of Ho- 
lineſs. There is not any Thing we ought to be 
more Watchful againſt, if we intend effectually to 
deal with this powerful and ſubtile Enemy. It is 
no ſmall Part of the Wiſdom of Faith, to obſerve 
whether Goſpel Truths continue to have the ſame 
Efficacy upon the Soul, as formerly they have had; 
and whether an Endeavour be maintained to im- 
prove them continually as at the Firſt. A Com- 
mandment that is always practiced, is always new. 
And he that really improves Goſpel Truths, tho' 
he hears them a thouſand Times, they will be al- 
ways new and freſh unto him, becauſe they put 
him on Newnelſs of Practice: When to another that 
grows common under them, they are burthenſome 
and common to him; and he even loaths the Man- 
na that he is accuſtomed t oo. 


I. INDWELLING Sin doth this, by taking Men 
off from their Watch againſt the Returns of Satan. 
When our LoRD Fe/ſus Chriſi comes firſt to take 
Poſſeſſion of any Soul, He binds that ſtrong Man, 
and ſpoils his Goods; He deprives him of all his 
Power, Dominion and Intereſt. Satan being thus 
diſpoſſeſt, leaves the Soul, as finding it mortified 
to its Baits. So he left our Saviour upon his firſt 
fruitleſs Attempts: But it is ſaid, he let Him only 
for a Seaſon, Luke iv. 13. He intended to return 
again, as he ſhould ſee his Advantage. So is it 
with Believers alſo; being caſt out, he leaves them 
for a Seaſon, at leaſt, comparitively he doth fo. 
Freed from his Aſſaults and, perplexing Tempta- 
tions, they proceed vigorouſly in the Courſe of their 
Obediencg; But, Satan retuins again, and if the 
youl ſtands not continually upon his Guard againſt 


him, he will quickly get fuch Advantages, as will 
or. Ki * _—_ 
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put a notable Interruption upon his Fruitfulneſs 
and Obedience. Hence ſome; after they have ſpent 
ſome Time, it may be fome Years, in chearful, 
exemplary Walking with Gop, have upon Satans 
Return, conſumed all their latter Days in Wreft- 
ling with perplexing Temptations. Now this alſo 
is from Indwelling Sin: I mean, the Succels is fo, 
which Satan doth obtain in his Undertaking. This 
encourageth him, maketh Way for his Return, and 
gives Entrance to his Temptations. You know 
how it is with them, out of whom he is caſt only 
by Conviction; after he hath wandered and waited 
a While, he faith, he will return to his Houſe. And 
what is the Iſſue? Luſts have prevailed over the 1 
Man's Convictions, and made his Soul fit to enter- 1 
tain returning Devils. It is ſo as to the Meaſure of F 
Prevalency, that Satan obtains againſt Believers. 8 
Now the Means whereby Indwelling Sin doth give 1 
Advantage to Satan for his Return, are all thoſe © 
which diſpoſe them towards a Declenſion. Satan 2 
is a diligent, watchful, and crafty Adverſary, he WÞ ; 
will neglect no Opportunity. Wherein then ſoever en 
w 

bl 

to 

an 

th 


our ſpiritual Strength is impaired by Sin, or which 
Way ſoever our Lufts preſs, Satan falls in with that 
Weakneſs, and preſſeth towards that Ruin: So that 
all the Actings of Sin are ſubſervient to this End of 


» 


I SHALL therefore only at preſent mention one 
or two, that ſeem principally to invite Satan to at- 
tempt a Return. e Mer 


I.) Ir entangleth the Soul in the Things of the 
World, all which are ſo many Purveyors for Satan i 
When Pharaoh had let the People go, he heard a. 
ter a While that they were entangled in che Wil. J for 
derneſs, and ſuppoſeth that he ſhall therefore now fro 
overtake them, and deftroy them: This ſtirs him firi 


- 
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up to purſue after them. Satan finding thoſe whom 
he hath been caſt out from, entangled in the Things 
of the World, by which he is ſure to find an eaſy 
Acceſs, is encouraged to attempt them afreſh; and 
often by this Advantage he gets fo in upon the Souls 
of Men, that they are never free of him more whilſt 
they live. And as Men's Diverſions increaſe from 
the World, ſo do their Intanglements from Satan - 
when. they have more to do in the World than they 
can well manage, they ſhall have more to do from 


Satan than they can well withſtand. 
ES. produceth this Effect by making the Soul 


negligent, and taking it off from its Watch. We 


have before ſhewed at large, that this is one main 
Part of the effectual Deceitfulneſs of Indwelling 
Sin. Now, there is not any Thing in Reference 
where Diligence and Watchfulneſs is more ſtrictly 
enjoyned, than the returning Aſſaults of Satan, 
1 Pet. v. 8. Be ſober, be vigilant; and why fo? 


| Becauſe of pour Aduerſary the Devil. Unleſs you are 


exceeding, Watchful, at one Time or another he 
wilt ſurpriſe. you. And all the Injunctions of our 
bleſſed Saviour, to Watch, are ſtill with Reference 
to him, and his Temptations. Now when the Soul 
is made Careleſs and Inadyertent, forgetting what 
an Enemy it hath to deal with, or is lifted up with 
the Succeſles it hath newly obtained, then is Satan's 
Time to attempt a Re-entrance ;. which if he-can- 
not obtain, yet, he makes their Lives uncomfort- 
able to themſelves, ' and unfruitful to others, in 

weakening their Root, and withering their Fruit, 


through his poiſoning” Temptations. . 


(3-) IvDwELLING Sin takes Advantage to put 
forth its Efficacy and Deceit, to withdraw 
from their primitive Zeal and Holineſs, from their 
rſt Faith, Love, and Works, by the evil Exam- 
Ddz2 | ples 
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ples of Profeſſors amongſt whom they live. When 
Men firſt engage in the Ways of Gop, they have 
a reverent Eſteem of thoſe whom they believe to 
have been made Partakers of that Mercy before 
themſelves. But after a While, they find many of 
them walking in many Things unevenly, and not 
unlike the Men of the World. Here Sin is not 
wanting to its Advantage. Inſenſibly it prevails 


with Men to a Compliance with them. This Way 


doth well enough with others, why may it not do 
fo with us alſo? Such is the inward Thought of 
many, that works effectually in them. And fo 
through the Craft of Sin, the Generation of Pro- 
feſſors corrupt one another. As a Stream ariſing 
from a clear Spring, whilſt it runs in its own Chan- 
nel, and keeps its Water unmixed, preſerves its 
Purity, but when it falls in with other Streams that 
are foul, it becomes muddy and diſcoloured alfo. 
So it is in this Caſe. Believers come forth from the 
Sprivg of the new Birth with Purity; thus for a 

hile they keep in the Courſe of their private 
Walking with Go p; dut when they fall into So: 
ciety with others, whoſe Profeſſion flows the ſame 
Way, yet are muddied and fullied with Sin and the 
World, they are often corrupted with them, and 
. them, and ſo decline from their firſt Purity, 
a aith, and Holineſs. Fae fig ir (HANG _ 
r fo 41 aoitonmoucg arti 
© Now left this may have been the Cafe of any who 
ſhall read this, I ſhall add ſome few Cautions to 


preſerve Men from this Infection 


1.) In the Body of Profeſſors there is a great 
Number of Hypocrites. Though we cannot ſay of 

eig er Ut Mug Wie tie ie, pete Mad Mme 
there are, is moſt certain. Our Saviour hath told 
us, that it will be ſo to the End of the World. Let 
Men take Heed how they give themſelves 2 
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Conformity to the Profeſſors they meet with, leſt 
inſtead of Saints and the beſt of Men, they ſome- 
times propoſe for their Example Hypocrites, which 
are the worſt ; and when they think they are like 
them who bear the Image of Gop, they conform 
themſelves to thoſe who bear the Image of Satan. 


2.) You know not what may be the preſent 
Temptations of thoſe whoſe Ways you obſerve. 
It may be they are under ſome peculiar Deſertion, 
and ſo are withering for a Seaſon. It may be they 
are intangled with ſome ſpecial Corruptions, which 
is their Burthen, that you know not of; and for 
any voluntarily to fall into ſuch a Frame, as others 
are caſt into by the Power of their Temptations ; 
or to think that will ſuffice in them, which they ſee 
to ſuffice in others, whoſe Diſtempers they know 
not, is Folly and Preſumption., He that knows ſuch 
or ſuch : Perfon to be a living Man, and of an 
healthy Conſtitution, if he ſee him go crawling up 
and down about his Affairs, feeble and weak, ſome- 
times falling, ſometimes ſtanding,.and making ſmall 
Progreſs in any Thing, will he think it ſufficient 
for himſelf m— ſo alſo? Will he not enquire whe- 
ther the Perſon he ſees, have not lately fallen into 
ſome Diſtemper or Sickneſs, that hath weakened 

im, and brought him into that Condition? Aſ- 
uredly he will. Take Heed, Cbriſtians, many of 
the Profeſſors with whom ye converſe are ſick and 
wounded ; the Word oh ome of 152 1 and 
te cgrrupt becauſe of their Folly. If you have an 
bete N.. 40 not think ki — and — 
even Walking will be accepted at your Hands; 
much leſs think it will be well for you to become 


4 ( 3). $1 N. doth this Work, by | cheriſhing ſome 
ſecret particular Luſt in the Heart. This the Soul 
1 e contends 


— 


339 The Nature and Power of 
contends againſt faintly. Now where it is thus with 
a Soul, an habitual Declenſion as to Holinefs will 
aſſuredly enſue. But where Indwelling Sin hath ir- 
ritated, and given Strength to a ſpecial Luft, it 
roves a principal Means of a general Declenſion. 
For as Weakneſs in any vital Part, will make the 
whole Body conſumptive, ſo will the Weakneſs in 
any one Grace, make the Soul. It every Way 
weakens ſpiritual Strength. It weakens Confidence 
in Gon, in Faith and Prayer. The Knees will be 
feeble, and the Hands will hang down in Dealing 
with Gor, where an unmortified Luft lies in the 
Heart. It will take ſuch' Hold upon the Soul, that 
it ſhall not to able 0 /ook up, Pal. xt. 12. It darkens 
the Mind by innumerable fooliſh Imaginations, 
which it ſtirs up to make Proviſion for itſelf, It 
galls the Conſcience with thoſe Spots and Stains, 
which it brings upon the Soul. By theſe, and the 
like Means, it becomes to the Soul like a Moth in 
.a Garment, to eat up and devour the ſtrongeſt 
Threads of it, fo that though the whole hang looſe 
together, it is eafily torn in Pieces. Though the 
Soul with whom it is thus, do for a Seaſon keep up a 
fair Profeſſion, yet his Strength is fecretly devoured, 
and every Temptation tears and rents his Conſcience 
at Pleaſure. It becomes with ſuch Men as it is with 
ſome who have for many Years beęn of à ſound 
ſtrong athletick Conſtitution : Some ſecret hectical 
Diſtemper feizeth on them. For 9 take 
no Notice of it; or if they do, they think the 
ſhall do well enough with it, and eaſily ſhake tt off, 
vhen they have a little Leifure to attend unto it: 
But for the preſent they think, as Sampſen with his 
Locks cut, they will do as at other Times. Some · 
times it may be, that they complain that they are 
not well, they know not what aileth them, and it 
may be rife violently it᷑ an Oppoſition to their Di- 
Kemper ; but, after a While ſtruggling in vain, the 
Et, 4:2 6 | 6 0 % | Vigour 
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Vigour of their Spirits and Strength failing them, 


they are forced to yield. It is ſo with Men brought 
into ſpiritual Decays by any ſecret perplexing Cor- 
ruption. It may be they have had a vigorous Prin- 
ciple of Obedience and Holineſs : Indwelling Sin 
watching its Opportunities, by ſome Temptation 


or other, hath kindled ſome particular Luſt. Fora 


While they take little Notice of it. Sometimes 
they complain, but think they will do as in former 
Times, until being re e in their ſpt- 
ritual Strength, they have Work enough to do in 
keeping alive what remains and is ready to die, 
Flo. v. 123. . 


(4.) It works by Negligence of private Commu- 
nion with Gop in Prayer and Meditation. T have 
ſhewed before, how Indwelling Sin puts forth its 
Deceitfulneſs in diverting the Soul from Watchful- 
neſs to theſe Duties. Here if it prevails, it will not 
fail to induce an habitual Declenſion in the whole 
Courſe of Obedience. All Neglect of private Du- 
ties is principled by a Wearineſs of Gop as he com- 
plaineth, 7/a. xliii. 22. Thou haſt not called upon Me, 
thou haſt been turary of me. Neglect of Invocation 
proceeds from Wearineſs. And where there is 
Wearineſs, there will be withdrawing from that 
whereof we are weary. Now Gop alone being the 
Fountain and Spring of ſpiritual Life, if there be 
1 Wearineſs of Him, and withdrawing from Him, 
it is impoſſible! but that there will a Derry in the 
Life enſue. Indeed what Men are in theſe Duties, 
I mean as to Faith and Love in them, that they 
are and no more. Here lyes the Root of their Obe- 
dience, and if ch is fail, all Fruit will quickly fail. 
Vou may ſometimes ſer a' Tree flouriſhing with 
Leaves and Fruit goodly and pleaſant. Aſter a While 
the Leaves begin do decay, the Fruit to * 
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Whole to droop. Search, and you ſhall find the 
Root, whereby it ſhould draw in Moiſture from 
the Earth to ſupply the Body and Branches with 
Sap and Juice for Growth and Fruit, hath received 
a Wound, is ſome Way periſhed, and doth not per- 
form its Duty ; ſo that though the Branches are flou- 
riſhing a While with what they had received, their 

Suſtenance being intercepted, they muſt decay. So 
it is here. Theſe Duties of private Communion 
with Gop, are the Means of receiving Supplies of 
Strength from Him. Whilſt they do ſo, the Con- 
verſation and Courſe of Obedience flouriſheth and 
is fruitful. But if there be a Wound in that which 
ſhould firſt take in the ſpiritual Moiſture, that 
ſhould be communicated unto the Whole, the Reſt 
may for a Seaſon maintain their Appearance, but 
. after a While will wither away. ver 


(F.) GRowinNG in Notions of Truth without an- 
ſwerable Practice, is another Thing that Indwel- 
ling Sin makes Uſe of to bring Believers under a 
Decay. The Apoſtle tells us, that Knowledge puf- 
feth up, 1 Cor. viii. 1. If it be alone, not improved 
in Practice, it ſwells Merit beyond a due Propor- 
tion. Like a Man that hath a Dropſy, we are not 


to expect that he hath Strength to his | Bignefs. 


Like Trees that are continually. running up an 
Head, which keeps them from bearing Fruit. When 
once Men have attained to this, that they can re- 
ceive N Truths in a more glorious Light, 
or more clear Diſcovery than erly, or new 


Manifeſtations of Truth which they knew not be- 


fore, and pleaſe themſclves in ſo doing, without 
diligent Endeavours to have the Power of thoſe 
Truths upon their Hearts, and their Souls made 
conformable to them, they generally learn to diſ- 
poſe of all Truths formerly known, ag 4X 
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ſometimes inlaid in their Hearts with more Efficacy 
and Power. This hath proved, if not the Ruin, 

et the great Impairing of many in theſe Days 0 

ight. By this Means from humble cloſe Wa 
man. have withered into an empty, barren, . 
Profeſſion. All Things almoſt have in a ſhort Sea- 
ſon become alike unto them: Have they been true 
or falſe, ſo they might be debating of them, all is 
well. This is Food for Sin, it hatcheth, increaſeth 
it, and is increafed-by it. A notable Way i it-is for 
the Vanity that is in the Mind, to exert itfelf with= 
out a Rebuke from Conſcience. Whilſt Men are 
talking, and writing, and ſtudying about Religion, 
and hearing Preaching, it may be, with great De- 
light. "Conſcience, unleſs thoroughly awake and 
cireumſpect, and furniſhed with ſpiritual Wiſdom, 
will be very well pacified, and enter no Rebuke or 
Pleas againſt the Way that the Soul is in. But yet 
all this may be nothing but the Acting of that na- 
tural Vanity, which lies in the Mind, and is a prin- 

cipal Part of the Sin we treat of. And: 
this is ſo, when Men content themſelves, as was 
ſaid, with the Notions of Truth, without labour- 
ing after an Experience of the Power of them in 
their Hearts, and the Bringing forth the Fruit of 
them in their Ke be en FT, muft needs 

-(6 )Gnowry in exif Wiſdom i is ber Help 
to Sin in producing this ſad Effect. Thy Wiſdom 
and thy Knowledge, faith the Prophet, hath perverted 
thee, Iſa. xlvii. 10. So much as carnal Wiſdom in- 
creaſeth, ſo much Faith decays. The properWork of 
it is to teach a Man to in him. of F _— to 
truſt wholly in another. So it labours to deſtroy the 
whole Work of Faith, by cauſing the Soul 4 re- 
ny into 2 deceiving Fulneſs of his Cn. We _ 

wo 
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woful Examples of the Prevalency of this Principle 
of Declenſion. How many a poor, humble, broken 
yo ed 3 yy wed after "on in Sim- 
city and i Spirit, have we ſeen, thro? 
| > cg 5 the Ways and Walkings of o- 
thers, and cloſing with the Temptations to Craft and 
Subtilty, which Opportunities in the World have 
adminiſtred unto them, come to be dipt in a worldly 
carnal Frame, and utterly to wither in their Pro- 
feſſion? Many are ſo ſullied hereby, that they are 
not to be known to be the Men they were. 


(7. Some great Sin lying long in the Heart un- 
repented of, or not repented of as it ought, furthers 
Indwelling Sin in this Work. A Sin will cer- 
79 a great Turn to the Life of a Profeſſor. 
If it be well cured in the Blood of Chriſt, with that 
Humiliation which the Goſpel requires, it often 
oves a Means of more Watchfulneſs, Fruitfulneſs, 
Humility, and Content. If it be neglected, it cer- 
tainl hardens the Heart, weakens ſpiritual Strength, 
enfeebles the Soul, diſcouraging it unto all Commu- 
nion with Gos, and is a notable Principle: of a ge- 
neral Decay. So David complains, Hſal. xxxviii. 5. 
Hy HWaunds flink, and are corrupt, becauſe of my 
oeloneſs.. His preſent Diſtemper was not ſo much 
om his Sin, as his Folly, not ſo much from the 
Wounds he had received, as from his Neglect to 
make a timely Application for their Cure. It is like 
a broken Bone, which being well ſet, leaves the 
Place ſtronger than before; it otherwiſe, makes the 
Man a Cripple all his Days... 


Ix may now be expected, that we ſhould. add the 
eſpeci Uſes of this Diſcovery that hath been made 
the Power and Succeſs. of this great Adverſary of 
4 | | atcn- 
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Watchfulneſs, Diligence, and Application unto the 
LorD Chri/t for Relief, which will become thoſe 
who find in themſelves by Experience, the Power 
of this Law of Sin, have been occaſionally men- 
tioned and inculcated through the whole preceding 
Diſcourſe : For what concerns the actual Mortifi- 
cation of it, I ſhall only recommend unto the Rea- 
der another ſmall Treatiſe written long ſince unto 


that Purpoſe. 


To the only wiſe Gon our Saviour be Glry and 
Majeſty, Dominion and Power, both now and 


ever: Amen. 


The End of the Seventeenth VoLume. 
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